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EAST WEST RAILWAY COMPANY 

HEAD OF PROGRAMME CONSENTS 
 

ABOUT EAST WEST RAILWAY COMPANY  
 
East West Railway Company is a new and exciting opportunity to be at the forefront of the changing landscape of the 

rail industry, delivering substantial fast-paced improvement to modernise the railway.  

 

East West Rail is a proposed new rail link between Oxford, Milton Keynes, Bedford, Cambridge and potentially beyond.  

As part of the wider plans for this strategically important corridor, it is one of the most high profile infrastructure 

projects in the UK today. The new railway will improve local connectivity and serve as a catalyst for economic 

development and the creation of new housing, as well as significantly reducing existing journey times. 

 

In the 2017 Budget, it was announced that the East West Railway Company would be established to bring new drive 

and focus to the project. The Secretary of State for Transport recently launched the company, highlighting its role to 

bring innovation, to deliver more quickly and cost-effectively than existing models, and to develop competition with 

Network Rail. The company is now scaling up significantly as it prepares to take on obligations relating to the delivery 

of the Western Section and Central Sections of the scheme, which will provide both innovative upgrades to existing 

track and to design then construct new infrastructure. 

 

Location:   London initially, then based in the Oxford-Cambridge corridor 

Basis:    Permanent 

Role Summary: Unique opportunity to support the development of a nationally significant infrastructure 

project currently in its initial stages through implementing and managing the Consents 

processes and capabilities in this new organisation  

 

RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES 

As Head of Central Section Consents for the East West Rail scheme you will have responsibilities relating to both the 
Central Section and Western Section.  
 
For the Western Section, you will be responsible for assuring the Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO) application 
process, managed by the Western Section Delivery Alliance in the form of the following: 

 

• Reviewing and challenging the Network Rail TWAO application plan, understanding and communicating 
dependencies on the Western Section and wider scheme delivery 

• Interpreting and verifying Network Rail consents reporting, and supporting the Western Section Programme 
Controls team develop management status reports 

• Acting as the primary Consents’ point of contact to Network Rail for all consenting activity, attending key TWAO 
meetings as an EWR Co. representative 

• Receiving, distributing and reviewing TWAO deliverables and coordinating cross-functional input within the EWR 
Co. organisation, as required 

• Ensuring programme readiness in the event of a post-TWAO submission Inquiry and proactively expediting 
departmental and other key stakeholders to deliver a timely approval process 

 

 
 



 

 

 
East West Railway Company 2 

For the Central Section, you will be responsible for the development and delivery of a 
high quality and fit-for-purpose Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the Central Section, in the form of 
the following:  

 

• Establishing, maintaining and communicating the DCO application plan and milestones, tracking progress and 
reporting accordingly (in conjunction with the Programme Controls team) 

• Being responsible for the development of key DCO deliverables (e.g. the Statement of Community Consultation, 
Environmental Statement, and Local Impact Reports) and preparing the consultation report 

• Acting as the primary point of contact for the scheme for key consenting stakeholders and interested parties 

• Managing and organising the various DCO consultation processes, including the identification, coordination and 
recording of input with interested parties, local authorities and statutory consultees 

• Recording and tracking objections, representations, requirements and obligations, coordinating resolution and 
negotiation processes 

• Maintaining a consents database, capturing all information pertinent to the consents application process, including, 
but not limited to; stakeholders, land referencing, design data and documentation, cost and financing data, and 
meeting / consultation outputs 

• Working with third party legal advisors to verify and approve legal documentation for the final scheme as well as 
the extent of land required 

• Performance managing the post-application examination processes including managing relationships with the 
Planning Inspectorate 

 

Responsibilities existing across the EWR Scheme include the following: 
 

• Coordinating and approving external engagement communication content relating to consenting activities between 
partners, including noticing, advertising on progress and progress announcements (in conjunction with the External 
Affairs team) 

• Attending and coordinating EWR Co. attendance of consultations, examinations and other stakeholder meetings 
(in conjunction with the External Affairs team) 

• Provide input into programme change and risk management processes from a consents perspective 

• Managing local planning consents and other approvals, as required, for all aspects of the scheme 

• Select, appoint and act as single point of contact for third party consultants (such as legal advisors and 
environmental specialists) involved with consents  

• Monitor compliance against consent approvals and managing formal change applications, as required 

• Demonstrate compliance with all related industry leading practice and standards and ensure EWR Co. adopts 
practices which provide value for money equating to best in industry 

• Support EWR Co.’s commitment to customer service and the customer journey 

• Take responsibility of your own and others’ health and safety and of those who may be affected in the day-to-day 
delivery of this role by adopting and working to the EWR Co. Health and Safety principles 

• Co-operate with EWR Co. in all matters relating to health and safety, including following safe working procedures 
at all times 

• Act as a role model for EWR Co.’s vision and values, behaving in ways that are in alignment with EWR Co.’s Ways of 
Working, encouraging and supporting others to do so in addition 

• Promote diversity in the workplace and adopt appropriate behaviour when interacting with colleagues 

 

EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS 

As Head of Central Section Consents for the East West Rail scheme, you will have at least 7 years’ experience in managing 
consents processes for major infrastructure developments. Existing knowledge of legal planning frameworks, ideally 
both TWAO and DCO processes, is a must.  

Preferably, you will also have some experience of holding roles in fast paced and complex environments during the 
setup of a new organisation. 

Your skills and experience will include: 
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• A working knowledge of the Transport and Works Act, 1992, The Planning Act 
2008, and subsequent amendments 

• Stakeholder management experience, including that of the planning inspectorate, statutory bodies, local 
authorities and interested parties 

• Substantial consultation, hearing and examination management experience, both in terms of attendance and 
organisational planning and reporting 

• Strong leadership, people and team management skills 

• Excellent communication and presentation skills 

• Strong ability to engage and manage multiple activities and teams concurrently 

• Experience in driving innovation and change in an established industry or organisation  

 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Bachelor’s Degree, or equivalent in planning, engineering or related discipline, or equivalent experience and 

training 

• You will need to have the right to work in the UK.  

 

APPLICATIONS 
 

Please send a covering letter explaining why you are interested in the role and meet the above experience requirements 

to: recruitment@eastwestrail.co.uk 
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