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What kind of surveys are 

happening at the moment?  
1 May 2020 to 31 January 2021 

 
As we begin to develop options for East West Rail’s route alignment we need to undertake surveys in and 

around the area, to learn as much as we can about the land, ground conditions and environmental 

considerations.  

 

This helps us know where key features are and to understand the impact any work may have on 

communities and the surrounding area.  

 

We are in the first phase of surveys, which will take place in several stages. The full range of survey types 

we may need to undertake is listed in the Guide to the Access Licence for Surveys document.  

 

The table below gives details of the surveys we need to carry out between 1 May 2020 to 31 January 2021.  

Not all surveys need to be undertaken in all areas and so the specific visits will vary from property to 

property. Generally, unless your property is very large or we have specific species we’re looking for, such 

as bats or newts, we’ll only need to visit your property once or twice initially. If we find features or species 

of interest, we may need to visit more than this, for example, a typical landholding may be visited between 

6 and 8 times during the licence period. 

 

Survey 

Type 
What does the survey involve? 

When will 

the survey 

take 

place? 

How long will the survey take? 

Phase 1 
Habitat 
Survey 

A team of two ecologists will conduct a walkover 
of the land to identify and map the habitats 
present. This will inform an understanding of 
which protected species might be present and 
allow us to decide whether further species-
specific surveys will be needed next year. 

May 2020 
onwards 

This depends on the size of your property, 
but typically no longer than a day. 

Great 
Crested 
Newt Survey 

Surveyors will classify the suitability of 
waterbodies to support great crested newts and 
take a DNA sample from the waterbody so that 
we can test for the presence of great crested 
newts in a lab. This will determine whether we 
need to return to assess the population size of 
the newts next year. 

May to July 
2020 

These surveys will be carried out within 
the Phase 1 Habitat Surveys if we identify 
any waterbodies on your property. 

Bat Surveys A two-person team will assess the potential for 
buildings and trees to support roosting bats 
through a visual inspection. They may use 

June 2020 
onwards 

The duration will depend on the nature of 
your property, such as the number of 



 

  

 

binoculars to examine trees from ground level, or 
qualified climbers may inspect specific features. 

trees. These surveys will be undertaken 
during the daytime. 

For a limited number of land parcels associated 
with Wimpole and Gamlingay Woods, where we 
are already aware of particular bat populations, 
we will undertake trapping and tracking of bats 
to better understand how they use the area for 
feeding and commuting. 

June 2020 
onwards 

Trapping and tracking surveys will be 
undertaken at night-time and will require 
a series of consecutive visits each up to 3 
hours. 

Vibration 
monitoring 

A two person team will take measurements of 
varying length near to sources of existing 
vibration, such as existing railway lines, using a 
small accelerometer attached to vibration 
recording equipment. 

June 2020 
onwards 

Measurements may be taken at a few 
locations in close proximity, but the visit 
would be concluded within a single day. 

Noise 
monitoring 

A two person team will install a sound level 
meter within a protective case and an attached 
microphone mounted on a tripod. A weather 
station may also be installed on a second tripod 
to record wind speed and direction. The 
equipment will be left in place to record noise 
levels over a period of one to seven days. 

August 2020 
onwards 

An initial visit to set up the equipment will 
take around 1 to 2 hours, with a second 
visit of around half an hour for removal. 

Water 
surveys 

If a watercourse crosses your property, we may 
need to carry out a series of surveys under the 
Water Framework Directive. These would include 
walkover surveys to assess the ecological value of 
the river corridor system and study the 
geomorphological processes (the way rivers 
move and change over time), sampling of aquatic 
plant and invertebrate species and assessment of 
fish populations through electro-fishing.  

May 2020 
onwards 

The duration depends on the length of 
watercourse within your property, but we 
would anticipate a maximum of half a day 
on each visit. Due to different seasonal 
constraints on the different survey types, 
and the need to use different experts for 
different survey types, the surveys may 
need to be carried out over a number of 
visits spread through the spring, summer 
and autumn months.   

Viewpoint 
surveys 

A team of two landscape surveyors will visit to 
understand the character of the landscape and 
take photographs. We generally undertake these 
on publicly accessible land, but we may need to 
visit a small number of private properties. 

July to 
September 
2020 and 
November 
to 
December 
2020  

If we identify a need to carry out a 
viewpoint survey on your land, surveyors 
will need to undertake two visits – one in 
summer and one in winter – but each visit 
will be of short duration (around 1 to 2 
hours maximum). 

Cultural 
heritage 
surveys 

A team of up to four surveyors will carry out 
walkovers of the land and use non-intrusive 
hand-held probes to detect buried features and 
structures. Surveys may also involve collecting 
archaeological material from the surface of 
ploughed fields. 
These surveys can be undertaken in areas of 
pasture at any time but in arable areas need to 
be undertaken after harvest or when crops are 
low. 

August 2020 
onwards. 

This depends on the size of your property 
and the specific techniques we need to 
use. Depending on conditions and the 
data to be collected, our surveyors can 
cover anything from 0.5ha to 10ha a day. 
We are likely to have specific areas of 
interest within your land and may not 
need to cover the entire landholding if 
your property is large. 

Public right 
of way 
surveys 

Surveyors will carry out reconnaissance surveys 
on public rights of way (PRoWs) including usage 
surveys and questionnaires to assess the use of 
the PRoW and classify users. These surveys are 
typically accessed from public rights of way. 
Surveys will be undertaken at weekends in 
holiday period for leisure users and on weekdays 
in neutral months for commuter routes. 

August 2020 
onwards.  

Surveys would be carried out over the 
course of a full day and may require 
repeat visits on subsequent days. 


