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FAQs for the Access Licence for Surveys 
1 May 2020 to 31 January 2021 

 

What is East West Rail? 

The East West Rail project is a brand new railway linking communities between Oxford and Cambridge.  
We recently announced a Preferred Route Option for the section between Bedford and Cambridge, which 
will link with communities in Cambourne, and the area north of Sandy, south of St Neots. We are now 
working to develop the precise alignment that the railway will take to link these communities.  

Crucially, before the Route Alignment is chosen, there will be more opportunities for you to comment on 
the plans and we will continue to use feedback from communities as part of our decision-making process 
throughout the life of the project. 

Our aim is to avoid adverse effects in residential areas and existing communities, and as the project and 
our design progresses, we will discuss the evolving detail with individual landowners and occupiers directly. 

More information on the East West Rail Project and the Preferred Route Option can be found on the 
website - eastwestrail.co.uk and in the booklet you received: The Preferred Route Option between Bedford 
and Cambridge: Executive Summary. 

Why do we need access to your land?  

Having announced the Preferred Route Option, we are working to develop and select potential route 
alignments along which the railway could be built and start the process of applying for development 
consent to build the new railway.  

To ensure we design the new railway in the right way, we need to undertake surveys within or near to the 
route area to learn as much about the land, ground conditions and environmental considerations as we 
can. We want to understand the existing conditions to help us develop railway alignment options and 
understand the impact any work may have on the residents and surrounding area. 

We will be surveying land in a larger area than we will eventually need for constructing or running the 
railway, so we can capture all the environmental and other constraints in the area. We won’t know until 
we’ve tested potential route alignments where the proposed railway line will go and what land we might 
need. Once we have identified land that may be required for construction or operation, we will 
consult with land owners, but the fact that we have carried out surveys on a particular piece of land does 
not necessarily mean that we will need it for the East West Rail Project. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

  

How are we keeping communities and our team safe during COVID 

19? 

No doubt the impact of Coronavirus will be causing considerable upheaval for you and your local community, 
and we do not want to add further stress to you during this extraordinary time.  

Our first priorities are to the communities we serve and to our team: we and all of our contractors are 
complying fully with all Government advice on COVID 19. Before we carry out any surveys on your property, 
we will undertake a risk assessment in line with industry standard best practice and follow this on site. We 
may ask you for specific information to help identify any risks you are aware of.  

Surveyors will use methods that ensure social distancing is maintained and will adjust working methods as 
Government advice evolves. If social distancing cannot be maintained, work will not be undertaken. If you 
have any specific concerns please raise them with the Land Access Team, and we will make sure we address 
these before arranging any access to your land.  

The team at EWR Co are - and will remain - available to you if you have any questions or concerns or if you 
are uncomfortable with any of the actions taken by the team. Please don’t hesitate to contact EWR Co 
directly on contact@eastwestrail.co.uk or telephone 0330 1340067. Even in the current times, we continue 
to make progress developing this important scheme which will be critical in building opportunities for 
prosperity among local communities.  

What type of surveys do we want to carry out? 

Initial surveys will be conducted to understand the type of land and features present within and around 
the route area. By the end January 2021, we are looking to carry out observational and walkover surveys, 
such as habitat surveys, species surveys and watercourse surveys. The findings of the initial surveys will be 
used to plan more detailed species or feature specific surveys to be carried out in subsequent years. 

A full explanation of the kinds of surveys we are undertaking and the methods we will use is included in the 
document “What kind of surveys are happening at the moment?”. The booklet “Guide to the Access Licence 
for Surveys” sets out surveys that may be required over a three year period, however we will contact you 
again in the future if we need to carry out further surveys on your land.  

What species are we looking are for? 

We are particularly interested in protected species such as: great crested newt, reptiles, barn owl, bats, 
harvest mouse, water vole and badgers to name a few. 

Why do we want to survey land outside of the Preferred Route 

Option Area announced in January 2020? 

We have to understand the general conditions of the area in order to ensure we design the railway in the 
right way. For protected species such as great crested newts and bats we have to survey in a large area 
around any potential works. 

mailto:contact@eastwestrail.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 

  

Have we changed the terms of the licence? 

Yes. The initial licence we sent out, asked people to sign a three-year term with us. Feedback from 
landowners and land agents across the area, told us that a shorter licence was preferred, so we shortened 
the term. The new licence period runs from 1 May 2020 to 31 January 2021. The key differences between 
the two licences are: 

Licence v1 Licence v2 

Lasts for three years from the date the licence 
is completed 

Lasts for a fixed period from 1 May 2020 to 31 
January 2021 

Upfront licence fee payment:£750 Upfront licence fee payment:£250 

Covers all surveys except archaeological 
investigations 

Covers only non-intrusive surveys 

Extra disturbance payments for: 

i. Night-time surveys: 

£250 for each period of 12 months 

ii. Access inside residential buildings / 
garden : 

£50 per visit 

iii. Equipment left on property– to be 
agreed 

Extra disturbance payments for: 

i. Night-time surveys: 

£250 one-off lump sum 

ii. Access inside residential buildings / 
garden: 

£50 per visit 

iii. Equipment left on property– to be 
agreed 

Additional payments for various ground 
investigation surveys (see Schedule 1, Parts B 
and C for details):up to £7,500 

Not included in scope of revised licence 

How the licence comes into effect: all 
landowners sign and return to EWR Co; EWR Co 
checks and then signs; once this is complete, 
the licence comes into effect when EWR Co 
completes the date at the top of the document; 
payment will be made within 30 days of 
completion 

How the licence comes into effect: EWR Co 
signs first and sends out pre-signed copies to 
the landowners; each landowner signs and 
sends a copy back to EWR Co; once EWR Co 
receives a signed version from every landowner 
the licence comes into effect automatically on 
that date; payment will be made within 30 days 
of the date on which the last person signed 

Depending on the findings of the initial surveys this year, and the development of alignment options, we 
may contact you again to agree another licence to cover environmental and/or structural and geotechnical 
surveys in future years. At this point we will have more detail on our plans for future and landowners will 
have first-hand experience of how the survey process works in practice.   

  



 
 
 
 
 

  

Why are we surveying your land but not your neighbours’ land? 

In order to help us build a good picture of existing environmental conditions in the route area, we are 
currently focussing on a number of priority surveys, which need to be carried out at certain times of the 
year, for example for great crested newts, bat species or particular features such as rivers. This means that 
we are looking to survey specific pockets of land which we believe may contain these species or features, 
and where there is not already sufficient existing survey data held by local conservation bodies.  

We have contacted particular landowners as we believe these species or features are likely to be present 
on their land. We may also want to survey adjacent land in the future. Our survey programme will develop 
as we review existing data, carry out surveys and continue to discuss our approach with Natural England, 
the Environment Agency and other environmental regulatory bodies. 

Why do we need access to residential properties? 

Sometimes gardens or outbuildings can house species or habitats that we need to know about. Under the 
proposed licence, any surveys involving buildings would be for observation purposes only.  We will make 
an extra payment each time we visit a residential building or garden. 

How often will we need to visit your property? 

The number of visits between 1 May 2020 to 31 January 2021 depends on the property and what surveys 
we need to carry out. Generally, unless your property is very large or we have specific species we’re 
looking for, such as bats or newts, we’ll only need to visit your property once or twice initially. If we find 
features or species of interest, we may need to visit more than this, for example, we think a typical 
landholding may be visited between 6 and 8 times during the licence period. 

Many survey types can be completed in a single visit, however some of the more detailed protected 
species surveys may require repeat visits to fully understand the nature of the population. Where we need 
to undertake several survey types on your property, we will look for ways to combine multiple survey types 
into each visit, to reduce the number of visits overall. 

Depending on the findings this year we may need to agree another licence with you to come back in 
following years to confirm what we’ve found.  

What time will the surveys will take place? 

The timing of the survey visit will depend on the survey type. Most will take place during daylight hours, 
however some surveys such as bat surveys and some types of great crested newt surveys may take place in 
the evening or hours of darkness. We will discuss survey hours with you when scheduling the date for the 
survey.  We will pay an additional payment if we wish to carry out any night-time visits. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

  

How long do surveys take? 

The survey length will depend on the size of the landholding and the survey types required. The typical 
range is between 1 and 3 hours, but some surveys may be longer. We will discuss the likely survey duration 
with you when scheduling the date for the survey. 

Will you need to leave your land/property when we carry out 

surveys? 

During the licence period from May 2020 to January 2021 we are planning observational and walkover 
surveys and there is no need for you to leave your property while we carry out this work. We will discuss 
the survey access arrangements with you in advance to agree the working arrangements. 

What notice will we provide? 

We’ll aim to contact you around two weeks in advance of the survey visit to discuss the survey details and 
any important information you want to tell us before we visit you. We will give at least 72 hours’ notice 
prior to carrying out any surveys on your land. Please let us know if you would prefer us to call or email 
you.  

What if your property is listed? Can we still undertake surveys? 

We would still undertake surveys on land where a listed property lies. The current environmental surveys 
are non-intrusive and any surveys involving buildings would be for observation purposes only. 

What if the land is completely overgrown? 

We would still be interested in visiting land that is overgrown for most survey types, as the features of 
interest may still be present. The surveyors would make an informed decision onsite on whether the 
survey could take place. 

 


