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Display full name in 
username

Thank you for joining

Housekeeping

This 90-minute session on Zoom will include a short recap on the 
proposals we’re consulting on and address some of the key 
questions, issues and themes raised so far during the 
consultation. We will finish the meeting with a Q&A session.

We’d be grateful if you could display your full name on your 
username – this can be done through the ‘Participants’ section.

Please turn your camera on but be on mute unless you’re asking a 
question during the Q&A.

If you have questions during the presentations, please put these 
in the chat bar.

Please use the ‘Raise Hand’ function in Zoom to ask a question 
during the Q&A, found in the bottom ribbon (sometimes found 
under the ‘Reactions’ option).

Please use the 
mute function

Questions can be 
submitted via the chat

Use the ‘Raise Hand’ 
function to ask a question 
during the Q&A

Please do put 
your camera on if 
possible



Who have we 
invited today?

Parishes

• Brogborough Parish Council

• Houghton Conquest 
Parish Council

• Hulcote and Salford 
Parish Council

• Lidlington Parish Council

• Marston Moretaine
Parish Council

• Millbrook Parish Council

• Ridgmont Parish Council



Central Bedfordshire Council

• Cranfield and Marston Moretaine

• Houghton Conquest and Haynes

Who have we 
invited today?



What we’ll cover today



Non-statutory 
public consultation

31 March – 9 June 2021



What we are 
consulting on

This 10-week consultation is an opportunity for 
you to share your thoughts on emerging 
proposals for East West Rail and your views on 
the broader scheme.

The consultation document covers the following key 
sections:

• Customer experience and railway operations

• Proposed infrastructure development

• Oxford to Bicester

• Bletchley and the Marston Vale Line

• Bedford

• Clapham Green to The Eversdens

• Harlton to Hauxton

• The Shelfords to Cambridge station





Customer 

experience and 
railway operations
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Focusing on the end-to-end customer journey

Not just at the station or onboard in isolation

Concept of Experience



The train 
service

Customer experience and 

railway operations

What we’re 
consulting on

As part of developing the customer experience, we are 
keeping our minds completely open about what we might be 
able to offer.

We are looking for feedback on what our customers think 
would make positive differences to their customer travel 
experience. 

Station 
experience

On train 
experience

Interaction with 
railway customer 
service teams

Customer 
information





Section B

Bletchley and 
the Marston 
Vale Line



• East West Rail represents a once in a 
generation opportunity to provide a 
reliable, frequent train service for 
communities along the Marston Vale 
Line

• We’re considering:

• How vehicles and pedestrians cross 
the railway, replacing level crossings 
with safer alternatives

• Which stations future services will 
call at, and how frequently they 
would operate

• How we could upgrade and 
construct the Marston Vale Line to 
accommodate future services

More information can be found in 
Section B of the consultation document

Bletchley and the 
Marston Vale Line



Your questions answered

This section covers a range of 
questions, themes and issues 
that we have heard during 
public consultation



Your questions 
answered

What could  
concepts 1 & 2 
mean for local 
communities?



Retain the existing hourly service that stops 

at all current intermediate stations, and 

introduce fast limited-stop Oxford –

Cambridge services alongside it.

The existing hourly stopping 
service would be largely 
unchanged

Some shorter journeys on the 
route would take slightly longer –
but end-to-end journeys would 
take roughly the same time as 
today

Woburn Sands and Ridgmont
stations would benefit from an 
increase to five trains per hour

The four new EWR services 
would complete the journey 
between Bletchley and Bedford 
in around 22 minutes 

Concept 1
What could concept 1 mean for 
local communities?



Concept 1: 
indicative 
timetable



Provide more people easier access to 

more frequent, faster and direct trains 

at five merged stations on the 

Marston Vale Line.

Concept 2
Local communities would benefit 
from having East West Rail services 
calling at all five new stations, rather 
than just two of the existing 
intermediate stations

More people would have access 
to more frequent services 

The relocated Woburn Sands and
Ridgmont stations would have four
trains per hour in each direction

More people would have access 
to direct train services going 
further afield, including 
Cambridge.

What could concept 2 mean for 
local communities?



Concept 2: 
indicative 
timetable
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• How can the capital cost difference between MV 
Concept 1 and Concept be cost-neutral given Concept 2 
involves 5 brand new stations, whereas Concept 1 
involves 2 revamped stations and 1 new (Bedford St 
Johns)?

• Do you know how many passengers walk from their 
village to their station without using a car? They may 
now have to travel by car to their new station which 
seems counter productive.

• How were the 5 proposed stations decided under Option 
2?

• How can a meaningful traffic assessment be done 
around Lidlington and Ridgmont when the triple impacts 
of the new town; expanded Marston Gate; and operation 
of Covanta are yet to be known? Surely this should be 
delayed until at least some of these impacts become 
clear?

Your questions answered –
Concepts 1 and 2
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Your questions 
answered

Level crossings 
on the Marston 
Vale Line
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• There are currently 31 level 
crossings on the Marston Vale 
Line

• These include public highways, 
private access roads, public 
footpaths, bridleways and 
agricultural access routes for 
farms divided by the railway

• We fully recognise the importance 
of maintaining vital connections 
for people whilst balancing the 
need to make the railway safer for 
everyone.

Level crossings on 
the Marston Vale Line
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• Network Rail gained permission to 
close 11 of the 31 Level Crossings 
on the Marston Vale Line as part 
of its previous proposal for the 
introduction of an hourly Oxford 
to Bedford service

• Network Rail has also recently 
closed three further crossings on 
the line

• East West Rail services would 
increase the number of trains 
beyond what was previously 
planned and we would need to 
close more level crossings to 
ensure a safe and reliable service.

Level crossings on 
the Marston Vale Line
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• Given safety concerns, it is a primary 
objective of the Office of Rail and 
Road to close level crossings 
permanently

• East West Rail would result in at 
least four times as many trains using 
the Marston Vale Line than is 
currently the case, with trains 
running faster than the current 
services

• This would make the existing level 
crossings on the Marston Vale Line 
unworkable in their current format.

Why are we 
proposing this 
work?
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We aim to close level crossings on the 
Marston Vale Line and replace them 
with alternative access. 

We would provide between 16 and 19 
new bridges over or under the railway 
together with new links to existing 
bridges. The aim of our proposals is to 
achieve:

• Convenience for users of the local 
rights of way

• Improved safety for all, given the 
new more frequent, faster services

• Increased reliability for those 
services, minimising delays caused 
by incidents or equipment failures.

Our proposals
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• Are EWR in discussions with the local councils 
regarding potential options - eg for mitigations 
for closure of level crossings?

• What will happen for foot traffic/road traffic if 
my local level crossing is closed? 

• I am a resident in Lidlington and want to 
understand exactly where the new road crossing 
would go.

30

Your questions answered –
level crossings on the 
Marston Vale Line
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Your questions 
answered

Line upgrades
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Which option for 
construction blockades 
will cause the least 

disruption?



Our options

• Option 1: a series of short 
blockades

• Option 2: a prolonged blockade

• Option 3: a mix of short and long 
blockades



Your questions 
answered

Our approach 
to consultation



• Will you extend the consultation to 
allow for face-to-face events?

• How will you analyse feedback from 
consultation and rank the concepts?

• When will we know which concept 
has been selected and what options 
are chosen for each level crossing?

Your questions answered –
approach to consultation



Information for landowners

• During this consultation period, the EWR Land and Property team has been consulting with those landowners 
whose land could be potentially required for our proposals 

• Meetings have been held in order to provide further information on the consultation process, the wider 
project, indicative timeframes and next steps

• We are engaging with the wider community to understand how we can reduce our negative impact and 
determine what mitigation measures can be implemented

• We are consulting on a discretionary purchase scheme, the Need to Sell Scheme, that, if introduced, would 
support owner occupiers once the announcement of the preferred route alignment for the railway has been 
made LAND

• We have a dedicated team in place who are focused on how the proposals will affect people's homes, 
businesses and farms. More information on how to contact them is available on our website at 
eastwestrail.co.uk

To construct and operate the new East West Rail line, some of the proposals put forward for consultation 
will affect people’s homes, businesses and farms.

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/


How your communities can get involved

Virtual consultation rooms – open until 9 June 2021 which provide more information 
on each section of the consultation, including a full list of documents and maps 
available via the central table

Live chat events open to the public – a series of 16, two-hour live chat sessions held via 
the virtual consultation rooms, where participants will be able to discuss key topics 
directly with members of the project team

Dedicated phone line – the EWR Co telephone line will be available throughout the 
consultation period to enable those not wanting or able to engage online or in writing 
to speak to members of the Project team. The telephone number is 0330 134 0067

Feedback form – we encourage respondents to use the online feedback form to share 
views by 9 June 2021.

There are lots of different ways to get involved in the consultation, including:



Livechat sessions - Week 8
• Thursday 27 May, 6pm - 8pm

• Saturday 29 May, 2pm - 4pm

Livechat sessions - Week 9
• Monday 31 May, 2pm - 4pm

• Tuesday 1 June, 6pm - 8pm

• Wednesday 2 June, 6pm - 8pm

Live chat 
sessions



How your residents can respond to this consultation

We’re keen to understand what you and 
your residents think about the emerging 
proposals for the Project.

Feedback forms can be submitted online by emailing us 
at consultation@eastwestrail.co.uk or sent by post to 
Freepost EAST WEST RAIL

For further information, or to request a paper copy of 
the form to be sent to you, speak to the team by 
emailing us at contact@eastwestrail.co.uk or by calling 
us on 0330 134 0067



Questions & Answers



What next?



Livechat sessions - Week 8
• Thursday 27 May, 6pm - 8pm

• Saturday 29 May, 2pm - 4pm

Livechat sessions - Week 9
• Monday 31 May, 2pm - 4pm

• Tuesday 1 June, 6pm - 8pm

• Wednesday 2 June, 6pm - 8pm

Live chat 
sessions



Stay in touch

For further information, speak to 
the team by emailing us at 
contact@eastwestrail.co.uk

or by calling us on 
0330 134 0067.

mailto:contact@eastwestrail.co.uk



