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Display full name in 
username

Thank you for joining

Housekeeping

This 90-minute session on Zoom will include a short recap on the 
proposals we’re consulting on and address some of the key 
questions, issues and themes raised so far during the 
consultation. We will finish the meeting with a Q&A session.

We’d be grateful if you could display your full name on your 
username – this can be done through the ‘Participants’ section.

Please turn your camera on but be on mute unless you’re asking a 
question during the Q&A.

If you have questions during the presentations, please put these 
in the chat bar.

Please use the ‘Raise Hand’ function in Zoom to ask a question 
during the Q&A, found in the bottom ribbon (sometimes found 
under the ‘Reactions’ option).

Please use the 
mute function

Questions can be 
submitted via the chat

Use the ‘Raise Hand’ 
function to ask a question 
during the Q&A

Please do put 
your camera on if 
possible



Parishes

• Barrington Parish Council

• Barton Parish Council

• Comberton Parish Council

• Eversdens Parish Council
(Great Eversden and Little Eversden)

• Great Shelford Parish Council

• Hardwick Parish Council

• Harlton Parish Council

• Harston Parish Council

• Haslingfield Parish Council

• Hauxton Parish Council

• Kingston Parish Council

• Little Shelford Parish Council

• Newton Parish Council

• South Trumpington Parish Council

• Stapleford Parish Council

• Toft Parish Council

Who have we 
invited today?



Cambridge City Council

• Queen Edith’s

• Trumpington

South Cambridgeshire District Council

• Barrington

• Foxton

• Hardwick

• Harston and Comberton

• Shelford

• Whittlesford

Who have we 
invited today?



Cambridgeshire County Council

• Duxford

• Gamlingay

• Hardwick

• Queen Edith’s

• Sawston and Shelford

• Trumpington

Who have we 
invited today?



What we’ll cover today



Non-statutory 
public consultation

31 March – 9 June 2021



What we are 
consulting on

This 10-week consultation is an opportunity for 
you to share your thoughts on emerging 
proposals for East West Rail and your views on 
the broader scheme.

The consultation document covers the following key 
sections:

• Customer experience and railway operations

• Proposed infrastructure development

• Oxford to Bicester

• Bletchley and the Marston Vale Line

• Bedford

• Clapham Green to The Eversdens

• Harlton to Hauxton

• The Shelfords to Cambridge station





Customer 

experience and 
railway operations
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Focusing on the end-to-end customer journey

Not just at the station or onboard in isolation

Concept of Experience



The train 
service

Customer experience and 

railway operations

What we’re 
consulting on

As part of developing the customer experience, we are 
keeping our minds completely open about what we might be 
able to offer.

We are looking for feedback on what our customers think 
would make positive differences to their customer travel 
experience. 

Station 
experience

On train 
experience

Interaction with 
railway customer 
service teams

Customer 
information





Section D

Clapham 
Green to 
The Eversdens



We have 
shortlisted 
five options 
for the route 
alignment in 
this section



Section E

Harlton to 
Hauxton



• To connect to the West Anglia Main Line, our 
emerging preferred option is to build a grade 
separated junction to connect our new railway 
to the Shepreth Branch Royston Line. 

• Grade separation means constructing a bridge 
to carry one line over the other rather than 
connecting the two railways at ground level

• This option would move the existing Shepreth
Branch Royston railway in the area where our 
new junction joins it. The existing railway would 
move further to the east, slightly further away 
from Harston

• We would also need to create a permanent 
diversion for vehicles using Station Road via 
London Road.

More information can be found in 
Section E of the consultation document

Our emerging 
preferred option



Section F

The Shelfords
to Cambridge



• Improving or closing a level crossing 
on Hauxton Road

• Making modifications to Shepreth
Junction

• Building two additional tracks on the 
existing railway from Shepreth
Junction to Addenbrooke’s Road 
bridge

• Building an additional track on the 
existing railway from Long Road Sixth 
Form College to Cambridge station

• Building additional platforms at 
Cambridge station

More information can be found in 
Section F of the consultation document

What are our 
developing plans?



In summary, a southern approach would have:

• Shorter distance and journey times

• Less infrastructure on flood plains with 

fewer embankments and viaducts, which 

would mean less  substantial foundations 

and earthwork stabilisations

• Fewer property acquisitions and 

demolitions: five for a southern approach 

compared to between 39 and 84 for a 

northern approach, including the homes of 

Cambridge residents

• Greater additional benefits associated 

with a new Cambridge South station in 

terms of service provision and unlocking 

additional housing and economic benefits 

when compared with a new station at 

Oakington

How do the northern 
and southern 
approaches compare?



Your questions answered

This section covers a range of 
questions, themes and issues 
that we have heard during 
public consultation
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Your questions 
answered

Route alignment 
options



What is the impact of your planned 
alignments between a north Cambourne 
station or a south Cambourne station 
and Cambridge South, on local 
infrastructure such as roads and rights of 
way?

Your questions answered –
route alignment options
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Your questions 
answered

Design proposals



Why are you are planning a 10m high 
embankment rather than considering a 
more sympathetic solution such as a 
sunken line that would reduce noise 
pollution?

Your questions answered –
design proposals
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Your questions 
answered

What will be the 
local benefits?



What benefits would EWR Co bring to 
local communities between Comberton
and the Shelfords?

What will be the local 
benefits?
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Your questions 
answered

What are the 
plans for freight?
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Your questions 
on freight

Please explain the nature and extent of 
the freight traffic anticipated on the 
railway, and how you would propose to 
address the considerable adverse impacts 
that this is likely to have for proximate 
south Cambridgeshire communities
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Your questions 
answered

Won’t this 
damage the 
environment?



© East West Railway Company 2020 | Confidential 34

Your questions on 
the environment

• How would you mitigate the visual, noise, pollution, 
and other serious adverse impacts for local 
communities in light of your published plans for 
massive embankments and viaducts across much of 
the area?

• If EWR is prioritising the environment, why is diesel 
even a possibility? Where is the guarantee for 
electrification? 

• What are the mitigations that you think will be 
adequate to protect the legally protected 
barbastelle bat colony in the Wimpole Woods SAC?



Your questions 
answered

Impact on 
property



How much compensation do you plan to 
give all home owners in Haslingfield and 
Harlton? The value of our property has 
already decreased due to your proposals 
and is likely to fall significantly if you 
proceed with this project.

Your questions answered –
impact on property
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Your questions 
answered

Why isn’t a northern 

route to Cambridge 

being actively 

considered?
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Your questions on the 
approach to Cambridge

• Why are you so committed to a southern route which runs on 

a 10m high embankment, twice as high as the great wall of 

china, for 17km and takes freight through the historic centre of 

Cambridge?

• Why are you saying that the northern approach requires too 

many embankments and viaducts, when the southern 

approach requires this also?

• Why have you not put efforts into exploring more than one 

northern approach? You are discounting it without even 

properly considering it.

• Surely the train should go via the new town of Northstowe. 

This is where the population is growing significantly and ought 

to have good transport links. A guided busway is not enough.



Your questions 
answered

Our approach 
to consultation



• How will you analyse feedback from 
consultation and rank the concepts?

• When will we know the outcomes 
from this consultation?

Your questions answered –
approach to consultation



How your communities can get involved

Virtual consultation rooms – open until 9 June 2021 which provide more information 
on each section of the consultation, including a full list of documents and maps 
available via the central table

Live chat events open to the public – a series of 16, two-hour live chat sessions held via 
the virtual consultation rooms, where participants will be able to discuss key topics 
directly with members of the project team

Dedicated phone line – the EWR Co telephone line will be available throughout the 
consultation period to enable those not wanting or able to engage online or in writing 
to speak to members of the Project team. The telephone number is 0330 134 0067

Feedback form – we encourage respondents to use the online feedback form to share 
views by 9 June 2021.

There are lots of different ways to get involved in the consultation, including:



Livechat sessions - Week 8
• Thursday 27 May, 6pm - 8pm

• Saturday 29 May, 2pm - 4pm

Livechat sessions - Week 9
• Monday 31 May, 2pm - 4pm

• Tuesday 1 June, 6pm - 8pm

• Wednesday 2 June, 6pm - 8pm

Live chat 
sessions



How your residents can respond to this consultation

We’re keen to understand what you and 
your residents think about the emerging 
proposals for the Project.

Feedback forms can be submitted online by emailing us 
at consultation@eastwestrail.co.uk or sent by post to 
Freepost EAST WEST RAIL

For further information, or to request a paper copy of 
the form to be sent to you, speak to the team by 
emailing us at contact@eastwestrail.co.uk or by calling 
us on 0330 134 0067



Questions & Answers



What next?



Livechat sessions - Week 8
• Thursday 27 May, 6pm - 8pm

• Saturday 29 May, 2pm - 4pm

Livechat sessions - Week 9
• Monday 31 May, 2pm - 4pm

• Tuesday 1 June, 6pm - 8pm

• Wednesday 2 June, 6pm - 8pm

Live chat 
sessions



Stay in touch

For further information, speak to 
the team by emailing us at 
contact@eastwestrail.co.uk

or by calling us on 
0330 134 0067.

mailto:contact@eastwestrail.co.uk



