East West Railway Company
11 May 2021

East West Rail webinar
Thank you for joining

Livechat
sessions
Livechat sessions - Week 6
Thursday 13 May, 10am-12pm
Saturday 15 May, 11am-1pm

This hour-long webinar will:
• Provide information about this public consultation
• Address key themes, issues and questions that emerged
from the first webinar when we spoke to you last month
• Highlight how to continue getting involved and where to find
out more information
For a live Q&A with the EWR Co team, our livechat sessions
are a great opportunity to ask our experts anything: the team
will be on standby to answer any questions you may have, live.
Dates for the next livechat sessions are on the right of this
slide.

Livechat sessions - Week 7
Thursday 20 May, 10am - 12pm
Saturday 22 May, 10am - 12pm
Livechat sessions - Week 8
Monday 24 May, 2pm - 4pm
Thursday 27 May, 6pm-8pm
Saturday 29 May, 2pm-4pm
Livechat sessions - Week 9
Monday 31 May, 2pm-4pm
Tuesday 1 June, 6pm - 8pm
Wednesday 2 June, 6pm-8pm

What we’ll cover today

What is East West Rail?
East West Rail is a proposed new rail link, which would connect communities between Oxford,
Milton Keynes, Bedford and Cambridge

What we are
consulting on
This 10-week consultation is an opportunity for
you to share your thoughts on emerging
proposals for East West Rail and your views on
the broader scheme.
The consultation document covers the following key
sections:
• Customer experience and railway operations
• Proposed infrastructure development
• Oxford to Bicester
• Bletchley and the Marston Vale Line
• Bedford
• Clapham Green to The Eversdens
• Harlton to Hauxton
• The Shelfords to Cambridge station

What we’re
consulting on
Customer experience and
railway operations

The train
service

Station
experience

As part of developing the customer experience, we are
keeping our minds completely open about what we might be
able to offer.

On train
experience

We are looking for feedback on what our customers think
would make positive differences to their customer travel
experience.

Interaction with
colleagues

Customer
information

Section E
Harlton to
Hauxton

Our emerging
preferred option
•

To connect to the West Anglia Main Line, our
emerging preferred option is to build a grade
separated junction to connect our new railway
to the Shepreth Branch Royston Line.

•

Grade separation means constructing a bridge
to carry one line over the other rather than
connecting the two railways at ground level

•

This option would move the existing Shepreth
Branch Royston railway in the area where our
new junction joins it. The existing railway would
move further to the east, slightly further away
from Harston

•

We would also need to create a permanent
diversion for vehicles using Station Road via
London Road.

More information can be found in
Section E of the consultation document

Section F
The Shelfords
to Cambridge

What are our
developing plans?
•

Improving or closing a level crossing
on Hauxton Road

•

Making modifications to Shepreth
Junction

•

Building two additional tracks on the
existing railway from Shepreth
Junction to Addenbrooke’s Road
bridge

•

Building an additional track on the
existing railway from Long Road Sixth
Form College to Cambridge station

•

Building additional platforms at
Cambridge station

More information can be found in
Section F of the consultation document

Your questions answered

This section covers a range of
questions, themes and issues
that we heard in the first
webinar

Your questions
answered
What are the
plans for freight?
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What are the
plans for freight?
Rail freight can be a quick and sustainable way
to carry goods around the country:
•

it reduces CO2 emissions by up to 76 per cent
compared to transporting freight by road

•

it reduces congestion on local roads, as each freight
train removes up to 76 lorries from the roads

•

it improves safety; by taking lorries off the roads,
rail freight prevents an estimated 600 casualties per
year

•

it brings benefits to the UK economy estimated at
£1.6 billion each year

•

in productivity gains for UK businesses

Key considerations

What are the
plans for freight?
•

Government has set us an objective of supporting
existing freight services and making provision for
potential future demand

•

We need to balance any benefits of freight and our
obligations to the Government with the views of
local communities

•

We are carrying out a study to understand what the
capacity and demand would be on EWR for freight.

Available freight paths

Demand from the
freight industry

Infrastructure

Additional changes to the
railway network

Mitigating potential
negative impact

Your questions
on freight
• Does this mean that freight trains will run all
night causing huge noise impact?

• What will be the capacity of the line for
freights per day?
• What is your forecast for freight demand on
the new stretch of railway?
• We’ve been hearing up to 50 freight trains a
day and about 6 passenger trains, so what is
the truth? This is all so vague.
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Your questions
answered
Won’t this
damage the
environment?
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Won’t this damage the environment?
Here are some of the ways we are living up to our environmental principles.

Striving for net-zero carbon in line with existing and developing net zero carbon policy and legislation

Committing to biodiversity net gain by avoiding high value and priority habitats, enhancing existing habitats
and creating new habitats
A sensitive approach to developing route alignments – by avoiding directly impacting the most important
environmental and heritage sites in the area (such as listed buildings and SSIs), trying to avoid other
environmental sites like priority habitats and reducing other impacts such as landscape through sensitive
design
Developing our resilience and mitigating flood risk by mitigating any Project-related risks linked to climate
change and considering changes to climatic conditions within the design of the Project. We will also
incorporate uplifts to take account of the changing climate in our flood risk assessments

Won’t this damage the environment?
Here are some of the ways we are living up to our environmental principles.

Using sustainable energy for our trains, as although no commitment has yet been made by Government
to electrify the railway, we will need to ensure it aligns with relevant policy and complies with relevant
legislation related to net zero carbon efforts

Surveying for protected species, such as the colony of barbastelle bats in Wimpole and Eversden Woods
Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Throughout 2020 we carried out a number of surveys to better
understand the barbastelle population in the area and we will carry out further bat surveys in 2021
Managing impacts on farms and land holdings by avoiding areas with the highest-grade agricultural land
where we can and exploring ways to reduce the impact of the railway on agricultural practices and soil
resources
Thinking about impacts on the community by eliminating, minimising or mitigating disruption to local
people, communities and the environment

Your questions on
the environment
•

Can you provide examples of how the line could
benefit the environment?

•

If EWR is prioritising the environment, why on earth
is diesel even a possibility? Even if it's in the short
term. Where is the guarantee for electrification?

•

When are you going to share environmental
surveys?

•

What are the mitigations that you think will be
adequate to protect the legally protected
barbastelle bat colony in the Wimpole Woods SAC?
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Your questions
answered
What will be the
local benefits?
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What will be the local
benefits?
•

What will be the benefits of this rail line to the villages which experience severe
detrimental impact?

•

Why are you are planning a 10m high embankment running past our village and
many more rather than considering a more sympathetic solution such as a
sunken line that would reduce noise pollution?

•

I am in my 70's and live in Hauxton, but have my doctor's surgery, pharmacy and
local shops are in Gt. Shelford. Will the level crossing at Little Shelford still exist
or will there be a bridge? If the crossing closes it will cut me off from local
facilities which I moved here for.

•

Elimination of any level crossings will certainly not "make it easier to get around
within the local area", which is what we have just been told is your aim.

•

How much compensation do you plan to give all home owners in Haslingfield
and Harlton? The value of our property has already decreased due to your
proposals and is likely to fall significantly if you proceed with this project.

Your questions
answered
Why isn’t a northern
route to Cambridge
being actively
considered?
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Why isn’t a northern route to
Cambridge being actively
considered?
•

In the 2019 non-statutory consultation we consulted on five
route options. All five of them approached Cambridge from
the south based on engineering, operational, economic,
and environmental reasons

•

In that consultation we asked whether people felt we had
been right to prioritise routes which approached Cambridge
from the south

•

While a number of responses stated a preference for
approaching Cambridge from the north, our overall
conclusion was that approaching Cambridge from the south
remained preferable and this was included in the
announcement of the preferred route option in January
2020

•

Feedback from communities and stakeholders during the
2019 consultation was central to our decision to
recommend route option E as the preferred route option.

How do the northern
and southern
approaches compare?
In summary, a southern approach would have:
•

Shorter distance and journey times

•

Less infrastructure on flood plains with
fewer embankments and viaducts, which
would mean less substantial foundations
and earthwork stabilisations

•

Fewer property acquisitions and
demolitions: five for a southern approach
compared to between 39 and 84 for a
northern approach, including the homes of
Cambridge residents

•

Greater additional benefits associated
with a new Cambridge South station in
terms of service provision and unlocking
additional housing and economic benefits
when compared with a new station at
Oakington

How do the northern and
southern approaches compare?
Cambourne station to Cambridge station

Southern approach

Northern approach

Operational alignment length

23.7km

24.6km

Built length in flood zone

830m

4735m

Total length of viaduct

1.1km

3.4km

Number of built-up areas intersecting
500m buffer of alignment

9

4

Length of railway in Cambridge wards

2.8km

4km

Number of properties within
200m of alignment

3,800

4,600

A road crossings
(new infrastructure required)

4

5

B road crossings
(new infrastructure required)

2

1

Minor road crossings

11

9

Guided busway crossings
(new infrastructure required)

0

1

Properties

5

39-84

Your questions on the
approach to Cambridge
•

Do you think you have done enough research on the southern
approach to arrive at your decision? If yes, do you not think

that alternative approaches, specifically the northern
approach, should be afforded the same research so it can be
considered in parity?
•

How many Northern options were proposed? The route

presented appears unnecessarily long.
•

Surely the train should go via the new town of Northstowe.
This is where the population is growing significantly and ought
to have good transport links. A guided busway is not enough.

•

Wouldn’t 10m-high embankments being built on the southern
route address the flood plain issue on the northern route?
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Information for landowners
To construct and operate the new East West Rail line, some of the proposals put forward for consultation
will affect people’s homes, businesses and farms.
• During this consultation period, the EWR Land and Property team has been consulting with those landowners
whose land could be potentially required for our proposals

• Meetings have been held in order to provide further information on the consultation process, the wider
project, indicative timeframes and next steps
• We are engaging with the wider community to understand how we can reduce our negative impact and
determine what mitigation measures can be implemented
• We are consulting on a discretionary purchase scheme, the Need to Sell Scheme, that, if introduced, would
support owner occupiers once the announcement of the preferred route alignment for the railway has been
made LAND
• We have a dedicated team in place who are focused on how the proposals will affect people's homes,
businesses and farms. More information on how to contact them is available on our website at
eastwestrail.co.uk

How you can get involved
There are lots of different ways to get involved in the consultation, including:
Virtual consultation rooms – open until 9 June 2021 which provide more information
on each section of the consultation, including a full list of documents and maps
available via the central table
Livechat events open to the public – a series of 16, two-hour live chat sessions held via
the virtual consultation rooms, where participants will be able to discuss key topics
directly with members of the project team
Dedicated phone line – the EWR Co telephone line will be available throughout the
consultation period to enable those not wanting or able to engage online or in writing
to speak to members of the Project team. The telephone number is 0330 134 0067

Feedback form – we encourage you to use the online feedback form to share your
views by 9 June 2021.

How to respond to this consultation
We’re keen to understand what you think
about the emerging proposals for the
Project, and your views on the broader
scheme.
Feedback forms can be submitted online by emailing us
at consultation@eastwestrail.co.uk or sent by post to
Freepost EAST WEST RAIL

For further information, or to request a paper copy of
the form to be sent to you, speak to the team by
emailing us at contact@eastwestrail.co.uk or by calling
us on 0330 134 0067

What next?

Stay in touch
For further information, speak to
the team by emailing us at
contact@eastwestrail.co.uk
or by calling us on
0330 134 0067.

