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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

A concern was raised that the route 
corridor takes in a significant number of 
existing settlements including Caxton, 
Bourn, Caldecote,  Kingston, Toft and/
or Comberton at the point where the 
corridor is narrow, making avoidance 
difficult or impossible.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

A suggestion was made to consider 
Corridor N if Bedford Midland is ruled 
out on cost grounds, given that Corridor 
N would require less new railway than a 
route via Bedford.

Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
taken this into consideration.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were made suggestion that 
a broad corridor housing both the rail 
line and the new Expressway should be 
considered.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

The Preferred Route Corridor
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were made that the corridor 
does not serve communities to the north 
and north west of Cambridge, including 
Northstowe.  It was identified that these 
areas will have the most housing and 
economic growth.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were: 
 
• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that a possible route option 
which approaches Cambridge from 
the north has not been included in the 
consultation.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were received suggesting a 
corridor that approaches Cambridge 
slightly more northerly, running along 
the A428 to/near the Girton Interchange 
and entering Cambridge via the north-
ern rail line from Ely.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that by proposing a separate 
route to the Oxford-Cambridge Ex-
pressway, East West Rail would create 
two transport corridors and locations 
for future housing growth, more than 
doubling the impacts compared to a 
single East-West transport and growth 
corridor. An alternative to East West 
Rail’s five proposed routes has been 
put forward by the CamBed Road Rail 
group, taking a northern approach into 
Cambridge, which appears to be a more 
logical solution.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were: 
 
• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the  corridor to the north 
of Cambridge seems to have been re-
jected on the basis of connection to the 
rail line to Ipswich.  There has been no 
consideration of the eastern section of 
the East West Rail although it is implied 
on page 6 of the consultation document 
with the Bedford to Cambridge section 
being the central section.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the CBBR route has not 
been considered as part of the consul-
tation.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Consideration should be given to in-
clude linking developments around Wa-
terbeach, Oakington and Cambourne 
within the corridor.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was identified that a routing from the 
north using the track of the guided bus-
way from St Ives would be much easier 
and quicker to construct and cause far 
less disruption to the area.  It would al-
low towns such as St Neots, Huntingdon 
and St Ives (and possibly Godmanches-
ter depending on the route between the 
ECML and the guided busway) to ben-
efit from significantly improved public 
transport services and would not need 
new interchanges to be built in semi-ru-
ral locations that would not welcome 
such unnecessary developments.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were: 
 
• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that a corridor that 
covered Cambourne, Northstowe, His-
ton/Impington and Waterbeach would 
be more beneficial to improving quality 
of travel for existing settlements in the 
area and easing congestion in the A14 / 
A428 corridor by creating a much faster 
alternative.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the Preferred 
Route Corridor should go to the north 
and approach Cambridge from the 
north.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

The following corridor was suggested  
-  Bedford Midland, Tempsford Area or 
South of St Neots, Cambourne, then 
Cambridge North via the guided bus-
way. East West Rail to run from Cam-
bridgeshire North and new Cambridge 
Science Park to new Oxford Science 
Park ending Oxford Business Park 
(plans already drawn). North and south 
chords at Cambridgeshire North, new 
north and south chords at Coldhams 
Junction (at East West Rail East`s cost)  
Such a route then opens up Norwich, Ip-
swich and Felixstowe for direct services 
to Oxford and Reading.  But East West 
Rail trains should only be Oxford BP to 
Cambridge North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were: 
 
• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were received disagreeing 
with the choice of Preferred Route Cor-
ridor and all route options.

Comment noted. When the case for the 
new railway was initially considered and 
developed by Network Rail, the Depart-
ment for Transport and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were received in opposi-
tion to the Preferred Route Corridor, in 
particular that it does not confirm to the 
NIC recommended multi-modal trans-
port spine with the A421/A428 East West 
Expressway.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Comments were received on the Pre-
ferred Route Corridor proposed, with 
respondents stating that it is well 
positioned and provides a new route to 
Cambridge which is not currently well 
served by other modes of transport.

We understand that East West Rail is well 
positioned to connect communities be-
tween Oxford and Cambridge not current-
ly well served by other modes of transport, 
with each of the five route options pre-
sented during the consultation selected 
because they offered the best opportunity 
to do this. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern regarding drivers for discount-
ing Corridor N (via Hitchin) which has 
been suggested as being more logical 
for direct connectivity and re-using 
existing lines.

Page 10 of our technical report provides 
detail on why a corridor via Sandy rather 
than Hitchin was selected. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that  the route corridor options 
appear to have been chosen  on the 
opportunity to build more houses and 
not for the economic or environmen-
tal benefit of the Cambridge Bedford 
Area. It was highlighted that the south-
ern routes proposed appear driven by 
the desire to put  30,000 houses on a 
barracks site which has not yet been 
released by the MoD. Additionally  
building to the South  will provide for 
more London Commuter homes than 
economic expansion in the area. It was 
suggested that the southern routes are 
a trojan horse development proposal 
and would create pressure onto the ex-
isting Great Northern line from Royston, 
which would not be sustainable if the 
catchment area grew to 40,000 houses.

Comment noted. Potential housing growth, 
while an important factor, is one of five key 
criteria we will assess each route option 
against. Other criteria include environmen-
tal impacts, and transport user benefits. 
 
Regarding the potential for growth in 
Bassingbourn, the National Infrastructure 
Commission identified an opportunity 
to develop the MoD site at Bassingbourn 
for housing, given its close proximity to 
Cambridge and the potential to benefit 
from the east-west connectivity provided 
by East West Rail. While it is ultimately a 
matter for the local planning authority to 
decide whether the site is developed for 
housing, we intend to use the feedback to 
the consultation and our further engage-
ment with the MoD to inform our views on 
the prospects for development in the Bass-
ingbourn area, that could be supported by 
East West Rail. 
 
Regarding the impacts on Royston and 
the Great Northern line, We recognise that 
a new station at Bassingbourn would be 
quite close to the existing Royston station. 
However, a new East West Rail station 
at Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
other places further west, including Bed-
ford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as 
better onward connectivity to places out-
side of the Arc such as the East Midlands. 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that preferred route corridor 
misses the opportunity to directly serve 
Luton Airport and the settlements of 
Luton, Stevenage, Hitchin and Letch-
worth, which have a combined popu-
lation of over 350,000. It therefore fails 
to provide direct links to international 
airports or to provide local rail connec-
tions between important towns. It is also 
noted that 44% of all rail passengers in 
the England’s Economic Heartland area 
(through which East West Rail will run) 
are from Hertfordshire stations. The pre-
ferred route corridor therefore misses an 
area of established rail patronage.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide ser-
vices to places such as Luton and Steve-
nage, we’re committed to working closely 
with appropriate authorities and stake-
holders to integrate East West Rail effec-
tively with local transport networks. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the  weakness of the route 
corridor is that except for Cambridge 
and Bedford, the commercial or pop-
ulation centres of the area are either 
outside the corridor or at its boundary.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the 15k corridor is too 
wide.

The width of the corridor is necessary to 
allow us to model multiple route options in 
a wide range of scenarios. Narrowing its 
width would rule out some route options, 
which at this early stage would be prohib-
itive.  
 
Once we select a preferred route option, 
we will focus our attention to developing a 
much narrower route alignment. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the Consultation Docu-
ment has no useful information regard-
ing the consultation question regarding 
the Preferred Route Corridor.  It was 
highlighted that the Preferred Route 
Corridor presented in the consultation 
document was wider than the 15km 
stated.  It was considered therefore that 
this question has little value.

Thank you for raising this matter with us. 
The consultation document was designed 
to provide high level information about the 
route option selection process, and how we 
arrived at consultation. Recognising that 
some people would want more in depth 
information, we also published a detailed 
technical report. We directed people to the 
technical report throughout the consulta-
tion document, including on page 8, where 
the preferred route corridor was discussed. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor duplicates a 
main line to the south of Cambridge, 
therefore wasting public money.

The route corridor is a wide area (up to 
15 kilometres) through which the railway 
could run, and a preferred route option or 
a subsequent preferred route alignment 
has yet to be chosen. It is therefore too 
early to confirm whether we will or won’t 
duplicate or connect with particular lines. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor does not 
include St Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor does not 
provide sustainability for 50,000 new 
homes and large existing populations 
along the East West Expressway.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse  impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS).

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor embraces a 
wide range of protected and vulnerable 
habitats, ancient woodlands and listed 
buildings. All these are at risk  a major 
infrastructure project like a railway 
across the region is constructed. In 
particular a railway divides both human 
and wildlife communities, deters or 
prevents free movement and can inflict 
direct physical damage on fauna, flora 
and habitat. Consideration should be 
given to wildlife and habitats includ-
ing the endangered native White Claw 
Crayfish.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor has not 
included Stansted, North Herts, Luton 
and Huntingdon, plus St Neots, which 
appears on the option maps, seems 
to be totally ignored beyond ‘housing 
between St Neots and Sandy’.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide ser-
vices to Stansted and Luton, we’re com-
mitted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local trans-
port networks.  
 
Regarding St Neots, when the case for the 
new railway was initially considered and 
developed by Network Rail, the Depart-
ment for Transport and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  All the route 
options we are assessing fall within this 
preferred corridor. While St Neots station 
is just to the north of the preferred route 
corridor, several of the route options that 
we are considering could provide for a 
new station just to the south of St Neots 
or in the area around Tempsford. For all 
our route options, passengers travelling 
to or from St Neots town centre would be 
able to interchange onto East West Rail 
services via a short journey on north-south 
Thameslink services along the East Coast 
Main Line.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor is at odds 
with ‘M’ which already has links to 
Cambridge through Hitchin.

Page 10 of our technical report provides 
detail on why a corridor via Sandy rather 
than Hitchin was selected. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the corridor is too wide 
and has potential to damage too much 
landscape and agricultural land.  Sug-
gestion that a narrower multi modal 
corridor would have been better.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid adverse 
environmental impacts as far as possible 
but, where unavoidable, minimise or miti-
gate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the overall route cor-
ridor does bulge to the south east to 
encompass an area of land that has 
no consent for major housing devel-
opment – the site of Bassingbourn 
Barracks.  Concern raised that the 
potential land value uplift has weighed 
heavily in the decisions that have been 
made, evidenced by three of the five 
route options including a station at 
Bassingbourn.  It was suggested that it 
is poor decision making to place weight 
on a non-existent development (Bass-
ingbourn Barracks) whilst giving little 
weight to a clearly planned, deliverable 
and being delivered development south 
and east of St Neots.  It was suggested 
that decision needs reconsideration 
with an adequate representation and 
weighting of routes on the northward 
side of the route corridor.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the Preferred Route Corri-
dor is the wrong choice following review 
of the Jacobs Technical Report.

The Jacobs Technical Report was devel-
oped prior to our establishment as the 
East West Rail Company in 2017, as part 
of the previous work led by Network Rail 
to consider broad route corridors between 
Bedford and Cambridge. The Jacobs 
Report considered several indicative route 
options within potential broad route cor-
ridors via the Sandy area or via Hitchin. 
These indicative route options were used to 
understand how the corridors might per-
form against the evaluation criteria, rather 
than to identify a preferred route. 
 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern that the structuring of this 
corridor is not being coordinated ef-
fectively across Government and local 
authority.

The preferred route corridor was initial-
ly considered and developed by a wide 
range of government and non-government 
stakeholders, including Network Rail, the 
Department for Transport, and organisa-
tions with interests in transport, the envi-
ronment, housing and other areas.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern was raised regarding sharing 
a corridor with the OxCambs Express-
way in that the viability of East West 
Rail may be undermined by a motorway 
standard road that will compete for 
travellers and freight.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern was raised regarding the cor-
ridor passing through areas with unique 
historical, natural and environmental 
features and these must be preserved 
and left undisturbed by the railroad. Ex-
amples include Wimpole Hall and Estate 
and Sandy Heath RSPB reserve.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern was raised regarding the 
selection of the Preferred Route Corri-
dor, in that although the chosen route 
corridor would appear justified in terms 
of operating costs and journey times, 
its selection would appear to have as 
much been influenced by the ‘opportu-
nities for growth and housing’ within it 
(in relation to which it is difficult to see 
how resulting ‘land value uplift’ could 
be construed as an economic benefit to 
anyone except the landowners con-
cerned).

Our judgement is that given the route 
options within the corridor via Sandy 
(corridor C - preferred route corridor) 
would generate higher benefits than route 
options within the corridor via Hitchin 
(corridor M), while incurring similar capital 
costs and lower operating costs, and given 
the opportunities for growth and hous-
ing within it, the choice of route corridor 
remains appropriate. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern was raised that the corridor 
does not connect with other transport 
links and duplicates the Cambourne 
Metro.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford). 
 
While connecting services are not within 
our remit to provide, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concern was raised that the Preferred 
Route Corridor was very wide it’s very 
difficult to gauge impact on the local 
communities.  East West Rail rail must 
liaise with local councils, industry, local 
community/ environmental groups and 
not just with housing developers.

The width of the corridor is necessary to 
allow us to model multiple route options in 
a wide range of scenarios. Narrowing its 
width would rule out some route options, 
which at this early stage would be prohib-
itive.  
 
Once we select a preferred route option, 
we will focus our attention to developing 
a much narrower route alignment. We are 
committed to liaising closely with local 
stakeholders, including councils, commu-
nity and environmental groups as part of 
this. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concerns were raised as to why a more 
northerly corridor has not been consid-
ered.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concerns were raised regarding in-
sufficient evidence on environmental 
impacts.  Particularly that the preferred 
route corridor will have dependencies 
on housing that are not sufficiently 
advanced.

Once we select a preferred route option, 
we will focus our attention to developing a 
much narrower route alignment. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was highlighted that the broad route 
was closed in the 1960s for being finan-
cially unviable and the economics in the 
consultation material suggest this is still 
the case.

Comment noted. Contribution to enabling 
new homes and economic growth, includ-
ing serving areas with land that could be 
developed, form part of our assessment 
criteria. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Concerns were raised that the corridor 
was too wide at the Tempsford area.

The width of the corridor is necessary to 
allow us to model multiple route options in 
a wide range of scenarios. Narrowing its 
width would rule out some route options, 
which at this early stage would be prohib-
itive.  
 
Once we select a preferred route option, 
we will focus our attention to developing a 
much narrower route alignment. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Consideration given to other uses of the 
corridor, for cycling, both recreational 
and commuting and  facilities must at 
least be maintained and ideally im-
proved upon, i.e. all cycle routes re-
tained and multiple cycle spaces for full 
size bikes made available on the trains 
to assist cycle commuters.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communi-
ties we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail and 
existing rights of way individually as we 
design the exact route alignment. We will 
continue to work with community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders, to consider 
views on cycling and other active modes of 
transport. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Have consideration for sharing a  trans-
port corridor with the planned upgrade 
and realignment of the A428 from 
Caxton Gibbet to Black Cat roundabout 
north of Sandy, this appears to be a 
major lost opportunity to limit both the 
amount of high-grade agricultural land 
that the sum of two separate schemes 
is likely to consume and the double 
disruption caused to local communities 
given the relative proximity of the two 
projects.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the corridor  
should extend slightly further north to 
service the existing, approved in Local 
Plan, area of growth to the east of St 
Neots.  Excluding this area excludes 
the already part built, consented and 
planned housing growth that, whilst 
well placed to be connected by rail to 
the ECML with its north-south links, has 
no connection other than by road to 
Cambridge.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the preferred 
route corridor includes only two statu-
tory nature conservation sites (L-moor, 
Shepreth Site of Special Scientific Inter-
est (“SSSI”) - and Whittlesford-Thriplow 
Hummocky Fields SSSI). 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the project will 
unlock significant development poten-
tial for new employment and homes in 
the area to the south of Bedford (up to 
32,000 new Homes and 42,500 new 
jobs), although East West Rail should 
consider broadening the studied route 
alignments in this portion to ensure that 
development opportunity is optimised.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the rail line will 
lead to further housing development 
along the corridor.

Comment noted. A wide range of factors 
have been considered to inform the ap-
praisal of route options within the pre-
ferred route corridor, including contribu-
tion to enabling new homes and economic 
growth.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the route corridor 
should be where the people and com-
muters are.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

It was suggested that the route pro-
posed by CBBR was less environmental-
ly damaging and benefitted more com-
munities than any of the route options 
within the Preferred Route Corridor.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Many comments were broadly sup-
portive of the corridor, however some 
comments had concern regarding the 
emphasis on Cambridge South.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Suggestion that the route should follow 
the A428 corridor.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Suggestion was made to consider an 
infrastructure corridor in conjunction 
with other infrastructure works with the 
Highways Agency (eg A428 Black Cat to 
Caxton Gibbet).  It was suggested that 
collaboration and coordination between 
these Department for Transport projects 
is key especially at this early stage, 
since collaboration  between East West 
Rail and HA A428 Black Cat to Caxton 
Gibbet is likely to bring cost savings, 
lessons learned from engineering chal-
lenges crossing Great Ouse and limit 
disruption/inconsistencies in decisions 
between the two teams. 

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Suggestions were made for a corridor 
running alongside the A428 from St 
Neots with stations at Cambourne and 
Northstowe served by a metro link into 
Cambridge.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Support was received for the Bed-
ford-Sandy-Cambridge corridor.

We understand that this corridor is the 
most optimal in connecting Bedford and 
Cambridge, and therefore all the routes 
we are assessing fall within this preferred 
corridor.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Support was received for the Preferred 
Route Corridor as it roughly follows the 
old line.

Comment noted. As part of our devel-
opment of route options, we considered 
whether it would be possible to follow 
the alignment of the former Varsity Line, 
which closed in the 1960s. Although limited 
sections of the Varsity Line alignment are 
potentially usable - for example in the 
area to the south-east of Sandy between 
the RSPB Nature Reserve and Biggleswade 
Common - much of the original alignment 
is not suitable. Reasons for this include 
that the old alignment has been built-
over with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Support was received for the Preferred 
Route Corridor broadly, however con-
cerns were also made that it should not 
be at the expense of losing Sandy or 
Bedford Midland Stations. 

Comment noted. We presented a range of 
route options with various station location 
combinations, acknowledging that people 
would have a wide range of views about 
their placement. 
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The Preferred Route Corridor

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

Support was received for the Preferred 
Route Corridor in that it appears the 
most logical and beneficial of the cor-
ridors that were reviewed by offering 
a direct route without relying on other 
lines and impacting on capacity

We understand that this corridor is the 
most optimal in connecting Bedford and 
Cambridge, and therefore all the routes 
we are assessing fall within this preferred 
corridor.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

The comment was made that the pre-
ferred route corridor provides only mar-
ginal benefits for North Hertfordshire 
and Hertfordshire’s rail passengers. The 
alignment is too far north to address 
the acute east-west public transport 
connectivity in the northern part of 
Hertfordshire leaving local residents the 
choice of either traveling via London or 
choosing other modes of transport.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward. 
 
East West Rail will also support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

There was support for a route along 
the A428 corridor would minimise 
disruption, serve both pre-existing and 
currently planned urban areas and de-
crease the need for additional major in-
frastructural support.  It was suggested 
that this corridor should be re-examined 
with a more positive perspective than is 
evident in the current analysis.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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The Preferred Route Corridor / Route Option A

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

The Preferred 
Route Corridor 

While support was received for the Pre-
ferred Route Corridor, respondents were 
generally concerned about its impact 
on the rural environment.

approaches to delivery that avoid adverse 
environmental impacts as far as possible 
but, where unavoidable, minimise or miti-
gate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Route Option A

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Wimpole 
Estate and Avenue.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on the vil-
lages of Clopton, Whaddon, Shingay, 
Elstow, Shepreth, Meldreth and Orwell.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impact on communities will be consid-
ered as part of these assessments. 

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Carding-
ton airfield and sheds.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Mogger-
hanger Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on De Freville 
Manor, Great Shelford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on John 
O’Gaunts House and Garden, Bassing-
bourn.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Shingay 
Preceptory, Shingay.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on St Mary’s 
Church, Whaddon.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Hazell’s 
Hall, Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on Ickwell 
Bury, Ickwell.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Concern about the impact on land-
scapes and environment of Greensand 
Ridge

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report30  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Concern about the impact on land-
scapes and environment of Dunton Clay 
Vale.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Concern about the impact on land-
scapes and environment of the Can 
Valley.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Concern about the impact on land-
scapes and environment of Bourn Brook 
Valley.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern about the impact on RSPB The 
Lodge, Sandy, with regard to Natterjack 
Toads.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern about the impact on Sites of 
Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), includ-
ing Sandy Warren.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including SSSIs, will 
be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern about the impact on Big-
gleswade common and Royston Heath

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ecologically 
significant sites, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern about the effect on the wildlife 
at Shepreth Wildlife Park

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern around the loss of wildlife hab-
itats around the plans

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern about proximity to chalk 
stream habitats

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concern about the impact on Home and 
College Wood, Northill

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concern about the impact on Sheer-
hatch Wood, Northill.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment - 
roads and rights of 
way specific

Concern about the impact on A1198, 
which is a historical roman road. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.    
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on traffic and historical assets will 
be carried out and the results presented 
within the ES.
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Environment - 
roads and rights of 
way specific

Concerns over the proximity to A421 
and Cotton End 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on traffic and rights of way will 
be carried out and the results presented 
within the ES.

Transport
Concern that the route option will cause 
major congestion on Kings Cross Line 
and Royston Train Station

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Transport
Suggestion the project has regard for 
the impact on National Cycling Routes, 
including Route 51.

We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.

Transport
Suggestion that choosing route option A 
will mean the A505 should be made into 
a dual carriageway. 

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops. 
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Transport
Suggestion that choosing route option A 
will mean the A1198 should be made into 
a dual carriageway. 

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops. 

Transport
Suggestion that choosing route option A 
will mean the A10 should be made into a 
dual carriageway. 

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops. 

Transport
Suggestion that choosing route option A 
will mean the A603 should be made into 
a dual carriageway. 

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops. 

Transport

Suggestion that cost of having to 
improve road network should be incor-
porated into the cost of building route 
option A. 

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Transport

Concern over how the new stations pro-
posed will be accessed by existing road 
network, and the knock-on effects of 
having to develop auxiliary infrastruc-
ture to support route and also future 
housing developments. 

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network, including additional 
roads and access, as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops.  
 
Where required the effects of these will 
be assessed and results presented in the 
Environmental Statement. 
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Transport
Concerns raised over access and car 
parking at Sandy South Station.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Concerns raised over access and car 
parking at Royston Station.

Transport
Support for the route on the grounds it 
is the fastest and shortest option. 

Journey times is one of many factors we 
are taking into account when assessing 
each of the route options. 

Transport

Concern about the route being far 
away from the proposed Oxford to 
Cambridge expressway, creating two 
unimodal corridors. 

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report39  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Concern about route causing more con-
gestion on the A1 near Sandy. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on traffic will be carried out and the 
results presented within the ES.

Transport
Concerns about severing Flecks Lane, 
Royston

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Transport
Concerns about severing Potton Road, 
between Wrestlingworth to Guilden 
Morden.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.    
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Transport
Concern the route isolates North Cam-
bridge from the central section of the 
railway.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Transport
Concern the route isolates Northstowe 
from the central section of the railway.
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Transport
Concern the route isolates St Neots 
from the central section of the railway.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Transport
Concern the route isolates Cambourne 
from the central section of the railway.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to travel through South 
Cambridgeshire: either a northerly route 
serving a new Cambourne station (routes 
B and E), or a southerly route between 
Bassingbourn and Arrington (routes A, 
C and D).  A station to the south could 
support plans for housing and growth in 
the area. However, we recognise that pro-
viding a new station in Cambourne could 
also support growth in and around the 
area, and therefore sought views on both 
options through the consultation.
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Transport
Concerns about the provision of public 
transport to access stations at Sandy

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide con-
necting services at Sandy, we’re commit-
ted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local trans-
port networks. 

Transport
Concerns around practicality of chang-
ing trains to go to Bedford Midland 
station. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Concerns over the safety of road cy-
clists on minor roads, particularly with 
regard to level crossings. 

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line. 
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Transport
Concerns over the functionality and 
relationship with Midland Main Line

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Transport

Suggestion that the location of the 
route doesn’t benefit the A428 or A14, 
with concerns it will increase congestion 
on these roads. 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.   

Transport
Suggestions that Cambourne would 
require a shuttle service because the 
route doesn’t serve the settlement. 

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide shut-
tle services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 
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Transport
Concern that construction of route A 
will cut off the villages of Meldreth and 
Orwell from each other. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Transport
Concerns about the relationship with 
the Metro Line, Cambourne to Cam-
bridge.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Socio economic

General concern over the potential 
for impact of new housing that will be 
served by the route in Bassingbourn, 
Bedford and Biggleswade. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic
Recognition that the route would pick 
up planned developments at Bassing-
bourn and Tempsford.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site).

Socio economic
Recognition that the route would pick 
up planned developments at Wixams.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 
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Socio economic
Doesn’t take advantage of recently 
developed infrastructure north of Cam-
bridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio economic

Claim that 200,000 people live within 
the Cam Bed Rail Road route catchment 
and concern that this route option does 
not serve those people.

Socio economic

Comment that employment areas at 
Cambridge South should not be consid-
ered more important than employment 
areas at Cambridge North, with a sug-
gestion East West Rail Co looks at the 
Cambridge Cluster Map.

Socio economic
Concern that the route does not serve 
areas of growth to the north of the 
corridor.

Socio economic

Suggestion that this route option misses 
out on larger passenger benefits be-
cause it does not serve the north of the 
corridor.

Socio economic

Support for the route option because 
it is deemed to be most beneficial for 
potential development at Bassingbourn 
Barracks.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.
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Socio economic
Concern that the power to develop 
housing at Bassingbourn is outside the 
scope of East West Rail Company.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic
Support for route because it protects 
rural villages north east of Bedford.

We presented a range of route options 
with various station location combinations, 
acknowledging that people would have a 
wide range of views about their placement. 

Socio economic

Concern about the lack of employment 
locally for new housing, meaning most 
people will be commuting to Cambridge 
or London.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Socio economic
Suggestion that people moving to de-
velopment unlocked by this route option 
would be commuters to London.

East West Rail will support towns and cities 
across the arc, by making it easier for peo-
ple to commute to a range of potential ar-
eas of employment, including Cambridge. 
While some residents might continue to 
travel to London for work, others might 
be expected to take advantage of the 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
places further west across the Arc (e.g. 
Bedford and Milton Keynes). New patterns 
of travel are likely to emerge as East West 
Rail supports opportunities for growth and 
new homes.

Socio economic
Concern that the route passes through 
arable farming land which should be 
kept for farming.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
TThe impact on agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Socio economic

Concern about the impact of rail infra-
structure on Northill, Royston, Elstow, 
Dunton Clay Vale, Cardington, Sutton, 
and Waddon.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communi-
ties we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail and 
existing rights of way individually as we 
design the exact route alignment. We will 
continue to work with community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders.
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Socio economic
Suggestion that Cambridge South 
would benefit from the route option.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Socio economic
Suggestion that Bedford, Bedford 
South, Sandy, Biggleswade and Potton 
would benefit from the route option.

We presented a range of route options 
with various station location combinations, 
acknowledging that people would have a 
wide range of views about their placement. 

Socio economic
Concern over economic benefit to loca-
tions because the route does not access 
Bedford town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Concern over economic benefit to loca-
tions because the route does not access 
Sandy town centre.

We presented a range of route options 
with various station location combinations, 
acknowledging that people would have a 
wide range of views about their placement. 
While this route option would see Sandy 
station being located south of its existing 
location, it benefits from a lower cost and 
faster journey time - compared with other 
route options. 
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Socio economic
Concern over economic benefit to loca-
tions because the route oes not access 
Cambourne town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to travel through South 
Cambridgeshire: either a northerly route 
serving a new Cambourne station (routes 
B and E), or a southerly route between 
Bassingbourn and Arrington (routes A, 
C and D).  A station to the south could 
support plans for housing and growth in 
the area. However, we recognise that pro-
viding a new station in Cambourne could 
also support growth in and around the 
area, and therefore sought views on both 
options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option could 
call at more villages, with specific refer-
ence to The Eversdens

To ensure journey times remain attractive 
to passengers, we need to balance the 
number of stations between Bedford and 
Cambridge against impact on journey 
times. Consideration also needs to be giv-
en to the number of passengers required to 
justify a new station.

Socio economic
Concern that this route does not access 
new developments at Cambourne and 
Bourn.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to travel through South 
Cambridgeshire: either a northerly route 
serving a new Cambourne station (routes 
B and E), or a southerly route between 
Bassingbourn and Arrington (routes A, 
C and D).  A station to the south could 
support plans for housing and growth in 
the area. However, we recognise that pro-
viding a new station in Cambourne could 
also support growth in and around the 
area, and therefore sought views on both 
options through the consultation.
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Socio economic
Support for the route option on the 
grounds it does not disturb Bedford 
town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Concern that the route does not serve 
Bedford town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Sandy town centre.

Comment noted. Route Options C and D 
have been designed to serve Sandy Town 
Centre. 

Socio economic
Concern that moving Sandy station 
out of the town would harm the local 
economy.

Comment noted. Route Options C and D 
have been designed to serve the existing 
Sandy station. 
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Socio economic

Opposition on the grounds that moving 
Sandy station would make the lives of 
Sandy residents more inconvenient, 
because people access the station on 
foot or by bike.

Comment noted. Route Options C and D 
have been designed to serve the existing 
Sandy station. 

Socio economic
Concern that a Sandy South station 
would undermine Biggleswade Station.

Comment noted. Route Options C and D 
have been designed to serve the existing 
Sandy station. 

Socio economic
Comment that route option would 
benefit passengers at Sandy and Big-
gleswade.

Regardless of which route option is select-
ed as the preferred route option, all five 
of the route options provide significant 
transport benefits to new and existing rail 
users, including improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option is too 
close to Biggleswade and it should serve 
Tempsford instead.

Comment noted. Route Option C provides 
an opportunity to serve both Tempsford 
and Sandy. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option will not 
benefit Biggleswade Whaddon, Cam-
bridgeshire or Bedford 

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Socio economic

Concern that Sandy South station 
would not support the delivery of new 
homes, with specific reference to the 
constraints posed by the A1.

Comment noted. Development supported 
by a new (re-located) Sandy station is like-
ly to be constrained by flood risk from the 
River Great Ouse, the A1 and environmen-
tal features including Biggleswade Com-
mon and the Sandy Warren SSSI and RSPB 
nature reserve. Development however may 
be possible to the south of Bedford, and on 
the site of the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks, 
if it can be developed. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route option does not 
include a station in South Cambridge-
shire.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option serves an 
area already served by rail.

Journeys between communities between 
Oxford and Cambridge tend to require an 
expensive and time consuming detour via 
London – if it is possible to make them at 
all. Introducing a direct connection will 
remove that need, reducing journey time 
and cost.
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Socio economic
Observation that Bassingbourn Bar-
racks development is uncertain.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic
Concern that if Bassingbourn Barracks 
is not developed, the route option pro-
vides no benefits.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Socio economic

Observation that Bassingbourn Bar-
racks has reopened as an MoD base 
and no plans to close it have been 
announced, therefore housing develop-
ment there will not happen in the near 
future.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Socio economic
Concern that Bassingbourn offers less 
development potential than St Neots 
and Cambourne.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic

Concern that the route option could 
not deliver new homes at Bassingbourn 
because the MoD base is reopening and 
will be taking new units until 2021.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic
Suggestion that a rail link will be of no 
use to people living in Bassingbourn.

East West Rail will support towns and cities 
across the arc, by making it easier for peo-
ple to commute to a range of potential ar-
eas of employment, including Cambridge. 
While some existing residents of the 
Bassingbourn might not seek to use East 
West Rail, or continue to travel to London 
for work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.
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Socio economic
Comment that it would be better to 
house Cambridge workers in Cam-
bridge, rather than outside the city. 

Noted, however please note that future 
growth plans are ultimately a matter for 
local authorities to decide.

Socio economic

Concern that the route option connects 
fewer population centres than northern 
route options, including missing out 
Cambourne Northstowe, Nt Neots, North 
Cambridge, Fen Ditton, and Cambridge 
Science Park.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Concern that the route misses the key 
growth corridor: St Neots to Cambridge.

Socio economic

Concern that the route option misses 
the opportunity to open up freight via 
Felixstowe, including night freight move-
ments.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While services outside of this 
area are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that this route provides 
greater benefits for settlements onward 
of Cambridge, including Ipswich.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While services outside of this 
area are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 
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Socio economic
Suggestion that this route provides 
greater benefits for settlements onward 
of Cambridge, including Norwich. 

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While services outside of this 
area are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that this route provides 
greater benefits for settlements onward 
of Cambridge, including Felixstowe.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While services outside of this 
area are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Socio economic

Observation that the route option sepa-
rates the rail and expressway improve-
ments, missing the opportunity for a 
multimodal corridor which misses out on 
economic benefits.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Socio economic
Suggestion that Royston is already ade-
quately covered by rail options.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Socio economic

Recognition that the route option sup-
ports housing south of Bedford, Bass-
ingbourn, Biggleswade, Sutton, Potton 
and Sandy.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Suggestion that a new station on this 
route option should be built in Sutton.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Socio economic

Support for the route on the grounds 
that it supports development south of 
Bedford, where new homes and eco-
nomic growth are needed.

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation.

Socio economic
Concern that the route would serve 
smaller settlements rather than larger 
ones.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic

Concern about the social impacts of 
traffic congestion caused by the project 
in Royston, Sandy, Addenbrookes, and 
South Cambridge.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  Socio economic

Concern about the social impacts of 
traffic congestion caused by the project 
not serving settlements, specifically in 
Northstowe, North Cambridge, Royston, 
Foxton, Meldreth, Ashwell and Shepreth.
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Socio economic
Concern that the route option does not 
benefit commuters to Cambridge, from 
Shepreth.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Socio economic
Concern that many communities im-
pacted by the route will feel no benefit.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Socio economic

Concern that rods will be cut off by the 
rail link and therefore local villages will 
be cut off from one another by a rail 
line.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route brings the 
benefit of a new corridor of housing.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 
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Socio economic
Concern about the loss of agricultural 
land, which will be needed to produce 
food.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
The socio-economic impacts of the scheme 
and changes to agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Socio economic
Opposition on the grounds that the 
route does not support the development 
of new homes.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
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Socio economic
Opposition on the grounds that the 
route option will discourage travel to 
Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
General concern that the railway will 
lead to more development.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Socio economic
Support for this route because Cam-
bourne does not need a station on the 
grounds it has good road links.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects and assets are designed and de-
livered in a way that best connects com-
munities, takes account of environmental 
factors and supports greater economic 
growth.

Socio economic
Observation that Bassingbourn is close 
to Stansted airport and Royston.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks. 
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Socio economic
Suggestion that avoiding going through 
Bedford town centre is a benefit.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
General comments in support of a Bed-
ford South station.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Concern that a Bedford South station 
would disadvantage disabled passen-
gers.

We will comply with our responsibilities 
under the Equality Act (2010) in develop-
ment of the scheme. An Equalities Impact 
Assessment (EqIA), alongside considera-
tion of health impacts within the Environ-
mental Statement (ES), will be developed 
and submitted to support the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.
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Socio economic
Support for Bassingbourn station on the 
grounds it would serve North Herts and 
South Cambs.

Our goal is to spread the benefits of East 
West Rail as far as possible, however we 
recognise that regardless of which route 
option is chosen, we’re unable to directly 
connect every community. These places 
will still however see benefits from East 
West Rail, including eased pressure on 
local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Socio economic
Support for the route on the assumption 
it will have the lowest fares because it is 
the shortest.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 

Socio economic
Opposition on the basis that the area is 
already overcrowded.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Concern that a route via Bassingbourn 
would create another dormitory town 
for London, as opposed to a northern 
route which would serve an area of 
growth.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Concern that benefits from a Bassing-
bourn new town would only be felt in 20 
to 30 years.

Socio economic

Concern that by the time any Bass-
ingbourn settlement was complete, rail 
travel may not be a favoured form of 
transport.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. 
 
Our projections suggest there would be 
adequate demand for transport in the 
future.  

Socio economic
Support for the route option because it 
may support ambitions for a new Wix-
ams station.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option is not 
good for Wixams.
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Socio economic
Support for the route option on the 
grounds it improves access from Bed-
ford to Addenbrookes.

All five of the route options approach 
Cambridge from the south and will con-
nect with the proposed Cambridge South 
station, if it proceeds to development. 

Socio economic
Opposition on the grounds that it does 
not drive economic growth in Bedford or 
Cambridge.

Comment noted.  oute Option A performs 
well against the strategic objectives we 
have set, by providing fast journey times 
between key urban areas and significant 
opportunities for stimulating growth, hous-
ing and employment. 

Socio economic
Support for the route option because it 
is the cheapest.

Cost and affordability is one of many 
factors we are taking into account when 
assessing each of the route options. 

Socio economic
Opposition on the grounds that the 
route option does not drive economic 
growth.

Comment noted.  Route Option A performs 
well against the strategic objectives by 
providing fast journey times between key 
urban areas and significant opportuni-
ties for stimulating growth, housing and 
employment.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option puts cost 
above economic growth.

Comment noted. We are seeking to find 
an optimal balance between all five of our 
key strategic objectives, of which cost and 
economic growth are only two. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route option puts cost 
above delivering new homes.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option puts cost 
above benefits to passengers.

Socio economic
Concern that economic benefits are 
being put ahead of the environment.

Comment noted. We are seeking to find 
an optimal balance between all five of our 
key strategic objectives, of which cost and 
environmental impacts and opportunities 
are only two.  
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Socio economic

Suggestion that if the route option is 
chosen more consideration should be 
given to new settlements along the route 
in New Cardington and Shortstown.

Comment noted. While future housing 
growth depends on a number of factors 
including site allocations by local author-
ities, we have been engaging closely with 
local authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents.  

Socio economic
Concern about the impact on new 
schools in Shortstown and Cotton End.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Impacts on communities will be considered 
as part of these environmental assess-
ments.

Socio economic
Opposition on the grounds it will disrupt 
people’s lives in Bassingbourn.

Socio economic
Concern that a Bassingbourn station 
would be expensive for the number of 
commuters who would use it.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
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Socio economic
Concern that the route option will do 
little to help local commuting into Cam-
bridge.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the arc, by making it easi-
er for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some existing residents  
might continue to travel to London for 
work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.

Socio economic
Recognition of the benefits brought by 
the route option serving Cambridge 
South station.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Socio economic

Suggestion that the route option opens 
up benefits for travel to South Cam-
bridge, including the Biomedical Cam-
pus.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option pro-
vides the best value for money.

Cost and affordability is one of many 
factors we are taking into account when 
assessing each of the route options. 

Socio economic
Comment that Bassingbourn could 
provide affordable housing for people 
working in Cambridge.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic

Concern that the route option is incon-
sistent with local strategic planning for 
homes north of Sandy and between 
Biggleswade and Potton.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have taken these into account 
as part of our route option development 
process. We will continue to work with lo-
cal authorities as they develop and update 
their local plans. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Suggestions that there is space for de-
velopment in Tempsford.

Comment noted. We are aware that land 
in the Tempsford area has previously been 
considered for development by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and there are exist-
ing plans for St Neots to expand south-
wards. We therefore sought views through 
the consultation on whether route options 
C and D could support plans for growth 
in this area. Routes C and D would also 
enable East West Rail to directly serve the 
existing Sandy station.

Socio economic
Suggestions that there is space for de-
velopment in Bassingbourn.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 

Socio economic

Comments that the route option misses 
the opportunity to develop in Temps-
ford, which is supported by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and the govern-
ment.

Comment noted. We are aware that land 
in the Tempsford area has previously been 
considered for development by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and there are exist-
ing plans for St Neots to expand south-
wards. We therefore sought views through 
the consultation on whether route options 
C and D could support plans for growth 
in this area. Routes C and D would also 
enable East West Rail to directly serve the 
existing Sandy station.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern that the route option will harm 
tourist attractions and damage visitor 
numbers, including National Trust Wim-
pole Hall. 

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate impacts. 
We will continue to assess the potential en-
vironmental effects of the route options as 
part of our preferred route option selection 
and an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) will be undertaken, and an Environ-
mental Statement (ES) submitted, with the 
Development Consent Order (DCO).  
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route option will harm 
tourist attractions and damage visitor 
numbers, including RSPB Sandy.

Socio economic
Concern about disruption to people’s 
lives during construction.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities, will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
Suggestion that this route option causes 
the least disruption.

Matters such as disruption during con-
struction will be considered in greater 
detail once a preferred route option is 
selected and a preferred route alignment is 
being developed. 
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Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option is the 
least disruptive to businesses.

Comment noted. We will work closely with 
local businesses throughout the route 
option development phase, to understand 
potential impacts and seek to mitigate 
them, where and when appropriate. 

Socio economic
Comment that the economic benefits 
have not been defined.

The economic benefits for each route op-
tion are presented within chapter 9 of the 
technical report produced for the consul-
tation. 

Socio economic
Recognition of the benefit provided 
by the route option, because it is the 
fastest.

Journey times is one of many factors we 
are taking into account when assessing 
each of the route options. 

Socio economic
Recognition that homes will be built 
where transport links are provided.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route option may go 
through an individual’s house.

We’re committed to reducing the impact 
on the communities the railway will serve, 
this includes taking account of the im-
pact on properties when developing the 
scheme. 

Socio economic

Comments that the Waterbeach de-
velopment took a long time to come 
forward and Bassingbourn Barracks 
could be similar.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 
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Socio economic
Concern about compulsory purchase 
powers being used to override local au-
thorities strategic planning powers.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 
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Socio economic

Concern about compulsory purchase 
powers being used to buy land at ag-
ricultural values, meaning local people 
lose out.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 

Socio economic

Comment that the route option includ-
ing a Bedford South station would result 
in the delivery of a Wixams station, 
which was promised to residents who 
purchased new homes in the area.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.
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Socio economic

Suggestion that if the route option is 
chosen it should only happen if there is 
a commitment to develop Bassingbourn 
and if that cannot happen immediately, 
passive provision should be made for a 
future station.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities, will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
Concern about the social impacts of 
communities being split by the rail links 
in Great Gransden.

Socio economic
Concern about the social impacts of 
communities being split by the rail links 
in Little Gransden.

Socio economic
Concern about the social impacts of 
communities being split by the rail links 
in Waresley.

Socio economic
Concern about the social impacts of 
communities being split by the rail links 
in Abbotsley.

Socio economic
Concern about the social impacts of 
communities being split by the rail links 
in Eltisley.
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Socio economic

Suggestion that a Bassingbourn sta-
tion would enable the project to serve a 
complementary section of the popula-
tion.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic
Concern about the impact on house 
prices in Sandy.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic
Concern about the impact on people’s 
leisure activities in the countryside and 
local nature spots.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate impacts. 
We will continue to assess the potential en-
vironmental effects of the route options as 
part of our preferred route option selection 
and an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) will be undertaken, and an Environ-
mental Statement (ES) submitted, with the 
Development Consent Order (DCO).  
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 
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Socio economic
Concern that the route option does 
not benefit recent development around 
Cambridge.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Socio economic
Support for the route option because it 
enables development on brownfield land 
in Bassingbourn.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option would 
require significant new services in Bass-
ingbourn to serve the new homes.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic
Concern about the impact of pollution 
and noise on people, with particular 
reference to Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impacts of noise and pollution will be 
considered as part of these assessments.



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report79  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern that a new town at Bassing-
bourn would bring little benefit to the 
Oxford to Cambridge Arc.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
General support for new homes being 
built as a result of the route option.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option pro-
vides opportunities to build homes in the 
right places.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to un-
derstand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 
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Socio economic

Suggestion that there are no economic 
benefits to developing this route option 
on the basis that any impact of new 
homes would be negligible.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic

Support for the route on the grounds it 
provides new ‘parkway’ stations with 
better facilities for passengers, includ-
ing parking.

Station facilities, including the provision of 
parking, will be explored in greater detail 
after a preferred route option is selected. 

Socio economic
Concerns about the loss of military 
capability if Bassingbourn airfield is 
developed.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report81  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern that the route option would be 
convenient for too few commuters and 
rail users.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Recognition of the benefits to commut-
ers in Biggleswade.

We intend to work with local authorities 
and other local stakeholders to ensure that 
East West Rail stations are well-integrated 
into local transport networks so that res-
idents and businesses are able to access 
East West Rail services, including in places 
like Biggleswade.

Socio economic
Concern about access to agricultural 
land for farmers.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impact on agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.
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Socio economic
Concern about the safety of women 
accessing a new Sandy station.

Thank you for your feedback. Your com-
ment has been noted and will be taken into 
account as we consider this route option.

Socio economic
Observation that car parking at Sandy 
station is already very busy.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option should 
serve known areas of housing growth, 
not potential or speculative areas.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Concern that a lack of stations on the 
route option will result in reduced fares.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 
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Socio economic
Observation that rail travel is expensive 
and only an option for London commut-
ers.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 

Socio economic
Support for the route on the grounds 
that it provides the best link between 
Oxford and Cambridge.

Comment noted. Feedback about all five 
of the route options will be used to inform 
the selection of a preferred route option. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route option would not 
help people commuting to London.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the arc, by making it easi-
er for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some existing residents 
might continue to travel to London for 
work using existing services, others might 
be expected to take advantage of the 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
places further west across the Arc (e.g. 
Bedford and Milton Keynes). New patterns 
of travel are likely to emerge as East West 
Rail supports opportunities for growth and 
new homes.

Socio economic
Concern that the route option would not 
help people commuting to Stevenage.

East West Rail will support towns and cities 
across the arc, by making it easier for peo-
ple to commute to a range of potential ar-
eas of employment, including Cambridge. 
While some existing residents might con-
tinue to use existing patterns and methods 
of travel, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.
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Socio economic
Recognition that rail lines cannot run 
too close to St Neots due to new devel-
opment east of the town.

We acknowledge this observation. While St 
Neots station is just to the north of the pre-
ferred route corridor, several of the route 
options that we are considering could 
provide for a new station just to the south 
of St Neots or in the area around Temps-
ford. For all our route options, passengers 
travelling to or from St Neots town centre 
would be able to interchange onto East 
West Rail services via a short journey on 
north-south Thameslink services along the 
East Coast Main Line.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the route option pro-
vides a good means of private financ-
ing.

We are currently exploring potential 
funding models for East West Rail, and will 
provide updates on this as we progress 
closer to delivery. 

Socio economic
Support for the route on the grounds 
long-term maintenance costs will be 
lower.

Comment noted. Should this route option 
be selected as the preferred route option, 
long-term maintenance costs will be ex-
plored in greater detail. 

Socio economic

Recognition of the benefit that the 
route option will provide development to 
bring more pupils for undersubscribed 
schools.

Once a preferred route option has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local requirements are 
considered in detail, and that appropriate 
plans are developed.

Socio economic
Concern that development at Bassing-
bourn has not been identified in plan-
ning processes.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Socio economic
Support for the route on the grounds it 
does not link St Neots, which is already 
busy.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Socio economic
Concern from landowners who identify 
their land as within the route option.

 
If this route option is selected as the 
preferred route option, further detailed en-
gagement and consultation will take place 
with landowners, as the preferred route 
alignment is developed in greater detail.  

Socio economic

Concern that the taxpayer would have 
to pickup the bill for associated infra-
structure improvements such as roads, 
because developers would not.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Concerns about economic growth as an 
aim.  Comment that the aim of support-
ing growth is not a selling point for East 
West Rail. 

Comment noted. Supporting economic 
growth is only one of our five assessment 
criteria, which also includes criteria such 
as transport user benefits, and environ-
mental impacts and opportunities. 

Socio economic
Concern about overspill car parking on 
residential streets, as is currently wit-
nessed in Odsey.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Socio economic
Suggestion that East West Rail should 
enable development in places already 
urbanized, rather than rural areas. 

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic
Concern the route option might in-
crease congestion on the roads, specifi-
cally on the A1198, A10 and A505

As part of our work to select a preferred 
route option and, subsequently, a pre-
ferred alignment for the railway, we will 
continue to work with Highways England 
and local highway and traffic authorities 
to identify ways we can avoid, minimise or 
mitigate potential negative impacts of new 
stations.  

Socio economic
Suggestion that trains are quieter than 
roads.

While road travel plays an important role 
in transport people and goods, we under-
stand that rail can have significant upsides 
to road travel, including safety, comfort, 
price, noise and environmental impact.
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Socio economic
General comment that the route does 
not serve existing communities.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic

Observation that the route option is not 
in accordance with the NIC’s recom-
mendations to create transport corri-
dors serving emerging communities.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Socio economic
Concern about the social consequences 
of character of villages changing.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Impacts on communities will be considered 
as part of these environmental assess-
ments.

Socio economic
Suggestion to link with the line to Hitch-
in.

Thank you for your feedback. Page 10 of 
our technical report provides detail on why 
a corridor via Sandy rather than Hitchin 
was selected. 

Socio economic

Suggestion that the directness of the 
route will be a benefit because there 
will be fewer discussions needed with 
landowners.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Station locations
Concern about the number of new sta-
tions proposed.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station locations
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Northstowe and Bourn.

Station locations
Suggestion that a parkway station is 
built at Cambridge.

Station locations
Suggestion that the route goes to Big-
gleswade station as an interchange with 
ECML.

Station locations
Suggestion to build a station to the 
south of Great Shelford.
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Station locations
Suggestion to develop a multi-modal 
transport hub at Cambridge North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station locations
Suggestion to build a parkway station 
near to the A1198/A428 junction at Cax-
ton Gibbet.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Station locations

Statement that Cambourne does not 
need a station as it will already be 
served by the future guided busway and 
proposed Metro

Comment noted. East West Rail could 
complement the proposed Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro and guided busway by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge.

Station locations
Assertion that Cambourne should be 
served by the route.

Comment noted. Two of the five route op-
tions presented during consultation travel 
via Cambourne. 

Station locations
Argument that Cambourne would bene-
fit more from East West Rail, as there is 
currently a lack of public transport links

Our goal is to spread the benefits of East 
West Rail as far as possible, however we 
recognise that regardless of which route 
option is chosen, we’re unable to directly 
connect every community. These places 
will still however see benefits from East 
West Rail, including eased pressure on 
local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Station locations

Suggestion that the route should serve 
the growing communities of Shortstown 
and New Cardington, either through an 
additional station or a cycling/pedestri-
an link to Bedford South station.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Station locations

Concern that East West Rail Co should 
have regard for the fact that a number 
of residents purchased homes at Wix-
ams due to the promise of a new station 
there.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station locations

Suggestion that an improved inter-
change at Bedford Midland could 
provide benefits to the whole of Bedford 
rather than just the south

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation. We appreciate 
your views as part of this.
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Station locations
Assertion that a station at Bedford Mid-
land would utilise existing public trans-
port networks in the town centre

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation. We appreciate 
your views as part of this.

Station locations
Concern that the cost of building Bass-
ingbourn station has not been factored 
into the indicative route option cost

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.
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Station locations
Assertion that Bassingbourn station 
should only be built if Bassingbourn 
Barracks are redeveloped.

Comment noted. The National Infrastruc-
ture Commission identified an opportunity 
to develop the MoD site at Bassingbourn 
for housing, given its close proximity to 
Cambridge and the potential to benefit 
from the east-west connectivity provided 
by East West Rail. While it is ultimately a 
matter for the local planning authority to 
decide whether the site is developed for 
housing, we intend to use the feedback to 
the consultation and our further engage-
ment with the MoD to inform our views on 
the prospects for development in the Bass-
ingbourn area, that could be supported by 
East West Rail.

Station locations
Concern that the roads are already 
congested to the south of Bedford lead-
ing to Bassingbourn.

As part of our work to select a preferred 
route option and, subsequently, a pre-
ferred alignment for the railway, we will 
continue to work with Highways England 
and local highway and traffic authorities 
to identify ways we can avoid, minimise or 
mitigate potential negative impacts of new 
stations.  

Station locations
Concern that the proposals to build a 
station at Bassingbourn are based on 
speculative housing figures.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Station locations
Statement that Bassingbourn station 
must be within walking distance of 
existing homes.

Comment noted. Access to stations is an 
important consideration for us, and will 
be explored in greater detail when an 
preferred route option is selected and a 
specific alignment is developed. 

Station locations
Belief that Bassingbourn station is a red 
herring to justify housing developments.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Station locations
Concern about the impact of Bassing-
bourn station on existing infrastructure 
in the village.

Once a preferred route has been identi-
fied, we intend to work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Station locations
Concern that Bassingbourn station will 
increase traffic on the A1198, due to 
increased commuters from Cambourne.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Station locations
Concern that Bassingbourn station 
would not connect to London.

A new East West Rail station at Bassing-
bourn would offer residents improved con-
nectivity to Cambridge and other places 
further west, including Bedford, Milton 
Keynes and Oxford, as well as better on-
ward connectivity to places outside of the 
Arc such as the East Midlands. Residents 
would continue to be able to use Royston 
station to travel south towards London.
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Station locations

Suggestion that if there are new houses 
at Bassingbourn, East West Rail should 
build a parkway station on the Hitchin 
to Cambridge line.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station locations
Concern that there is currently no 
planning permission to build at Bassing-
bourn.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Station locations

Argument that Bassingbourn already 
has access to the nearby stations at 
Royston and Meldreth, which have links 
to London and Cambridge.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the 
existing Royston and Meldreth stations. 
However, a new East West Rail station 
at Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
other places further west, including Bed-
ford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as 
better onward connectivity to places out-
side of the Arc such as the East Midlands. 
Residents would continue to be able to use 
Royston station to travel south towards 
London.
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Station locations
Assertion that St Neots should be served 
by the route as one of the largest towns 
in Cambridgeshire

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Station locations
Suggestion to close the existing station 
at St Neots and relocate it south to-
wards the A428.

Comment noted. This is not within our 
current remit or plans.

Station locations
Recognition of the fact that St Neots 
has a much higher population than 
villages such as Bassingbourn.

Comment noted. When planning for po-
tential stations, we have considered both 
the current and potential future popula-
tions of towns and cities across the Oxford 
to Cambridge Arc.

Station locations
Support for the fact that Sandy will still 
have a station.

Regardless of which route option is select-
ed as the preferred route option, Sandy 
will continue to have access to a station. 
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Station locations
Concern that the process of acquiring 
land at Bassingbourn Barracks could 
slow down the construction timeline.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 

Station locations
Concern that proposals to move Sandy 
station could lead to the station being 
removed all together

If this option were to be chosen, it would 
serve a new split-level Sandy station relo-
cated to the south of the existing station, 
which could provide an interchange with 
the East Coast Main Line.  

Station locations
Recognition that a new station in Sandy 
could provide enhanced non-motorised 
access to the RSPB Sandy Lodge.

Access points and connecting infrastruc-
ture will be considered after a preferred 
route option is selected. 

Station locations
Statement of support on the grounds 
that the existing stations at Sandy and 
Biggleswade are inadequate.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Station locations

Recognition that a new station in 
Sandy offers the opportunity to develop 
enhanced facilities to support accessi-
bility.

We recognise the importance of providing 
services and infrastructure which is widely 
accessible. Further work on accessibility 
will take place after a preferred route op-
tion has been selected. 

Station locations

Concern that relocation would lead to 
the additional relocation of Sandy south 
junction on the ECML, causing further 
disruption.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station locations
Suggestion to relocate Sandy station to 
the north where there is more space for 
development and growth

Comment noted. Route Option B provides 
an option for a new Sandy north station. 

Station locations

Suggestion to replace the existing 
Sandy station with two new stations, 
one to the north and one to the south of 
the town.

Constructing two new stations in or 
around Sandy would result in an increase 
in project costs, and would likely not repre-
sent best value for money. With that said, 
if route options C or D were selected as 
the preferred route option, East West Rail 
would serve a new station north of Sandy, 
and the existing Sandy station.

Station locations

Statement of support for relocation as 
there is an existing strong road network 
in the area to support it, including the 
A1.

If this route option is selected as the 
preferred route option, we will explore in 
greater detail both the potential location 
of a new Sandt station, and how it can 
best connect with local road networks. 
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Station locations
Relocating Sandy station will have a 
negative impact on the environment.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Station locations
Statement of support because the 
relocated Sandy station would have 
improved links to the ECML.

We intend to work with train operat-
ing companies, Network Rail other local 
stakeholders to ensure that East West 
Rail stations are well-integrated into local 
transport networks so that residents and 
businesses are able to access East West 
Rail services.

Station locations

Suggestion East West Rail Co should 
have regard for the proposed cycle 
route between Potton and the existing 
Sandy station.

We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.

Station locations
Belief that a relocated Sandy station 
would serve a greater population.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site).
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Station locations
Concern that the relocated station will 
cause a bottleneck on the roads into 
Sandy centre.

Comment noted. Any changes to the local 
transport network as a response to the 
scheme will be developed in consultation 
with the relevant stakeholders as the de-
sign develops. 

Station locations

Concern about the disruption caused 
by constructing the station in Sandy 
and the impact it will have on commut-
ers.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on communities and traffic, will 
be carried out and the results presented 
within the ES.

Station locations
Suggestion that a flyover station is 
required at Sandy.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected. 

Station locations
Suggestion to provide new station 
between Sandy and Biggleswade in 
addition to the existing stations.

Comment noted. This option would provide 
a station between Sandy and Biggleswade 
at Sandy South.
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Station locations
Concern about road access to the 
station and the lack of room for devel-
opment south of Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on communities and traffic, will 
be carried out and the results presented 
within the ES.

Station locations
Suggestion that Sandy station remains 
in its current location but should be 
upgraded to a split-level station.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected. 

Station locations
Concern about the impact on the A1 
and A507, as well as increased pollution 
caused by Sandy station relocation.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Transport and pollution impacts will be 
considered as part of these assessments. 



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report102  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station locations
Concern about the impact of Sandy 
station on passengers from Potton.

The impact of new stations on current and 
future passengers will be a key consider-
ation as we progress towards developing 
a route alignment and potential station 
locations. 

Station locations
Belief that relocating Sandy station will 
bring a lot of benefits to Biggleswade.

Regardless of which route option is select-
ed as the preferred route option, all five of 
the route options provide significant trans-
port benefits to new and existing rail users, 
including in places like Biggleswade. This 
includes improved connectivity to Cam-
bridge and other places further west, such 
as Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, 
as well as better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands.

Station locations
Concern that relocating Sandy station 
south will increase the journey time 
between St Neots and Sandy.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Station locations

Concern about the relocation of Sandy 
station away from the town centre, as it 
will impact commuters in the town and 
reduce the number of people able to get 
to the station by walking or cycling.

Comment noted. Road and pedestrian 
access will be key considerations after a 
route option is selected and we progress 
towards developing a route alignment and 
potential station locations. 

Station locations
Assertion that it is pointless to build a 
new station in Tempsford.

Comment noted. A new station in the 
broad area around Tempsford 
could support significant additional hous-
ing and 
would align with the previous considera-
tion of land 
for development around Tempsford.
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Station locations

Argument that a station at Tempsford 
should be included on the route as it will 
relieve pressure on St Neots and provide 
more opportunities for housing develop-
ments.

Comment noted. We recognise the po-
tential benefits of a station in Tempsford, 
which is why it has been included in route 
options B, C, D and E. 

Station locations
Bedford South recognition that a new 
station would offer benefits if new 
homes are already planned in the area.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Station locations
Observation that Bedford South station 
could provide additional interchange 
provisions with MML and Thameslink

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station locations
Concern that Bedford south station 
would be difficult to access for residents 
living in north Bedford.

Comment noted. Road, rail and pedestrian 
access will be key considerations after a 
route option is selected and we progress 
towards developing a route alignment and 
potential station locations. 

Station locations
Ensure that Bedford south station has 
adequate parking provisions as well as 
direct access from the A421.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Station locations
Concern that Bedford South location is 
isolated from existing public transport 
infrastructure, such as the bus station

Comment noted. While connecting public 
transport services are not within our remit 
to provide, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities to 
integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Station locations
Concern that Bedford South station will 
put the plans for a station at Wixams at 
risk.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station locations
Concern that an additional station at 
Bedford will have a negative impact for 
passengers travelling from the north.

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation.
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Station locations
Concern that Bedford South station will 
be too expensive to build.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station locations
Recognition that Bedford South will pro-
vide benefits to London commuters but 
relieving pressure on Bedford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station locations
Concern about the inconvenience of the 
change that will be required to connect 
to Bedford Midland from Bedford South.

Comment noted. Comment noted. We 
identified two potential options for East 
West Rail to serve the Bedford area: either 
serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station locations
Argument that not connecting to Bed-
ford Midland is a wasted opportunity to 
improve business and employment.

Comment noted. Comment noted. We 
identified two potential options for East 
West Rail to serve the Bedford area: either 
serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station locations
Concern that there will be fewer links to 
Bedford town centre, negatively impact-
ing businesses and residents.

Comment noted. Comment noted. We 
identified two potential options for East 
West Rail to serve the Bedford area: either 
serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station locations
Assertion that the proposed Bedford 
South station should be at Wixams.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station locations
Recognition that the proposed station 
at Bedford South will reduce the overall 
route cost.

Station locations

Statement of support as a station at 
Bedford South could relieve congestion 
around Bedford Midland station and 
provide greater parking provisions.

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation.

Station locations
Recognition that the topography is flat-
ter south of Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station locations

Assertion that there must be provision 
for walking, cycling and public trans-
port to and from Bedford Midland 
station.

Comment noted.  While connecting public 
transport services are not within our remit 
to provide, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities to 
integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. Station access 
will also be a key consideration as we 
move towards selecting a preferred route 
option and developing a subsequent route 
alignment. 

Station approach
Concern that a southern approach 
passes through isolated, open country-
side.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Station approach
Concern about rail capacity surround-
ing Cambridge South.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Station approach
Belief that the reasons given for a 
southern route are reasonable and 
well-argued.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.
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Station approach

Support for a southern approach in 
general, but concern that the routes 
into Cambridge offered by East West 
Rail are inadequate.

The specific route into Cambridge will be 
developed in greater detail, after a pre-
ferred route option is selected. 

Station approach
Concern that there is a greater environ-
mental impact caused by a southern 
approach into Cambridge.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Station approach
Belief that a southern approach is more 
affordable and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.

Cost and affordability is one of many 
factors we are taking into account when 
assessing each of the route options. Other 
factors include transport benefits and en-
vironmental impact and opportunity. 

Station approach
The southern approach into Cambridge 
poses fewer challenges than a northern 
approach.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Station approach
Argument that there is greater potential 
for development at Bassingbourn.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Station approach
Support for the route proposed by Cam 
Bed Rail Road (CBRR) which approach-
es Cambridge from the north.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station approach
Assertion that a larger population would 
be served by a northern approach into 
Cambridge.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
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Station approach
Argument that a northern approach 
aligns with the A428 upgrade and there-
fore creates a multi-modal corridor.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station approach
Argument that a northern approach 
successfully meets the five criteria set 
out by East West Rail.
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Station approach
Support to connect to a station at 
Bedford South because it will boost the 
local economy and community.

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation.

Station approach
Argument that the connection to as-
tation south of Bedford should be at 
Wixams.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station approach
Concern that there are not enough 
parking spaces to connect to Bedford 
Midland.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 
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Station approach

Concern that the failure to connect to 
Bedford Midland is a missed opportuni-
ty to support regeneration of the town 
centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Engineering
Suggestion that the route should be 
electrified from the start of develop-
ment.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   
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Engineering
Concern about the environmental im-
pact of electrification structures.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Engineering
Recognition that the route is simple, 
direct and fast.

Route Option A has been developed this 
way to allow for quicker journey times and 
a lower construction cost. It is important to 
note however that these are not the only 
considerations when selecting a preferred 
route option, and other factors such as en-
vironmental impact need to be considered. 

Engineering
Request to speed up the project and 
development process.

Our mission at the East West Railway 
Company, is to deliver all of this safely, 
quickly and as cost-effectively as possible. 

Engineering
Belief that as the route is shorter it will 
require less maintenance, reducing the 
cost further.

Matters such as maintenance costs will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option is selected. 

Engineering
Concern that the route is longer than 
the other options.

Route Option A presents the shortest jour-
ney time of all five route options. 

Engineering
Concern regarding the reversing move 
and journey time penalties required to 
travel onwards east of Cambridge.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. With that said, 
the work we are doing to develop services 
into Cambridge from the south will not 
preclude East West Rail services continu-
ing East of Cambridge in the future.
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Engineering
Suggestion to construct a strategic rail 
interchange at Tempsford.

While this route option does not service 
Tempsford, route options B, C, D and E 
have the potential to service the area. If 
one of these route options is selected as 
our preferred route option and we ser-
vice Tempsford, we will work closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks.

Engineering
Recognition that the route follows the 
old varsity line closest out of the five 
options.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Engineering
Concern regarding the duplication of 
existing rail lines.

The extent to which the proposed route op-
tions duplicate or supplement existing rail 
routes will be taken into account as part of 
preferred route option selection. 

Engineering
Belief that the route does not duplicate 
existing rail lines.

The extent to which the proposed route op-
tions duplicate or supplement existing rail 
routes will be taken into account as part of 
preferred route option selection. 
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Engineering
Suggestion that a new line is required 
between Tempsford and Sandy to pre-
vent a pinch point.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Suggestion to use the money saved 
from the reduced route cost to rebuild 
the Hitchin to Cambridge line.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to rebuild the 
Hitchin to Cambridge line, we’re commit-
ted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local trans-
port networks. 
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Engineering

Concern regarding the policy not to 
construct new level crossings, as It will 
lead to the isolation of villages and 
bottlenecks on the surrounding road 
network.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line.  
 
We will also continue to assess the po-
tential environmental effects of the route 
options as part of our preferred route 
option selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertak-
en, and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application. Where 
required, an assessment of the impacts on 
communities and traffic, will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Engineering
Concern about the lack of connectivity 
to Bedford town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Engineering
Recognition of the engineering chal-
lenges of connecting to Bedford Mid-
land station.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
Suggestion Bedford South is construct-
ed as a parkway station to combine 
with the existing Park and Ride.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected. 

Engineering
Suggestion to construct tracks below 
ground-level at Wimpole Hall, with 
raised banks to minimise visual impact.

Comment noted. We are committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Engineering

Suggestion to join the Hitchin to Cam-
bridge line to develop a hub south of 
Shepreth, which will offer services from 
Shepreth and Foxton.

While other rail links are not within our 
remit, we’re committed to working closely 
with local authorities to make sure local 
transport networks are effectively integrat-
ed with East West Rail.

Engineering

Concern regarding rail capacity on the 
existing network.  Suggestion that the 
existing tracks in the area would need 
quadrupling to support the increased 
traffic.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Assertion that this route will have the 
lowest construction time.

Construction timelines wil be explored 
in greater detail after a preferred route 
option is selected, as it will in large parts 
be dependent on the more precise route 
option alignment. 
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Engineering

Suggestion that the Midland Main Line 
should cater for a fifth track, to allow 
for parking for freight trains on busy 
sections.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Suggestion to provide a freight service 
from Felixstowe to Cambridge.

New services exclusively on the existing 
network east of Cambridge are beyond 
the scope of the East West Rail project and 
are for consideration by existing railway 
authorities and organisations. 

Engineering
Concern regarding the transferring of 
freight between the line and the East 
Coast Main Line

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering

Recognition that freight services on the 
route will free up space on the Great 
Eastern Main Line and North London 
Line.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering

Concern that the route does not sup-
port freight traffic as there is no mech-
anism for transferring freight from East 
West Rail to the existing rail network.



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report121  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Engineering

Concern that the Foxton level crossing 
already creates a bottleneck on the A10, 
and increased frequency of trains will 
increase the amount of time that the 
crossing is closed.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way and crossings 
individually as we design the exact pre-
ferred route alignment. As part of this, we 
will continue to work with the Office of 
Rail and Road (ORR), community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders, as we pro-
gress the design of the project. 

Engineering
Concern about the development re-
quired to cross the A1198, A6 and the 
A606.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way and crossings 
individually as we design the exact pre-
ferred route alignment. As part of this, we 
will continue to work with the Office of 
Rail and Road (ORR), community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders, as we pro-
gress the design of the project. 

Engineering
Assertion that the approach to Cam-
bridge must be redesigned to ensure 
operational isolation.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  
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Engineering
Concern about the difficulties of con-
necting to the Midland Main Line.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Suggestion to merge with the level 
crossing at Foxton to create an under-
pass. 

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way and crossings 
individually as we design the exact pre-
ferred route alignment. As part of this, we 
will continue to work with the Office of 
Rail and Road (ORR), community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders, as we pro-
gress the design of the project. 

Engineering
Statement of support that the route 
connects easily to the existing rail net-
work.

When we were developing route options, 
we looked at three main practical consid-
erations: 
1. Providing an interchange with the 
Midland Main Line at Bedford 
2. Providing an interchange with the 
East Coast Main Line
3. Where the route should go through 
South Cambridgeshire.
This means that new journeys will be 
opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Engineering
Argument that existing stations should 
be utilised before building new ones.

Comment noted. All route options serve 
between one and three existing stations. 
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Engineering

Concern that quadrupling the West 
Anglia Main Line tracks south of Cam-
bridge will be required, adding to the 
construction cost.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering

Specific concern about the connection 
to the West Anglia Main Line at or to 
the north of Shepreth junction, or to the 
south of Great Shelford.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Engineering
Suggestion that it would be more ad-
vantageous to use the existing station 
at Cambridge North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Engineering
Support for construction of the route on 
brownfield sites.

Comment noted. We are committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Engineering
Recognition that there is flatter topog-
raphy which will make the route easier 
to construct.

Topography is one of many factors that 
will be taken into account as the project 
progresses. 
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Engineering

Argument that by constructing the 
line away from the upgraded A428, 
the route will be cheaper and easier to 
build.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.

Engineering
Assertion that there is a reduced risk for 
construction issues and delays.

Potential construction timelines will be de-
veloped in greater detail after a preferred 
route option is selected.

Engineering
Have regard for the disruption to exist-
ing infrastructure at Bassingbourn and 
Royston.

These matters will be considered as we ex-
amine each route option in greater detail. 

Engineering
Concern that there is not a junction 
with the East Coast Main Line.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
Concern about the restraints of the 
route bend at Great Shelford.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
Concern about access to the proposed 
new stations.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Engineering
Concern regarding potential inter-
change penalties at Bedford.

This matter will be explored in greater 
detail as our proposed service patterns 
develop over time. 
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Engineering
Support for a new station at Bedford 
South as it will not interfere with existing 
services.

Comment noted. We identified two poten-
tial options for East West Rail to serve the 
Bedford area: either serving the existing 
Bedford Midland station (routes D and 
E) or serving a new station to the south 
of Bedford (routes A, B and C). A station 
to the south of Bedford could support 
plans for housing and growth in the area 
and passengers could use north-south 
Thameslink services to travel to/from 
Bedford Midland station. However, we rec-
ognise that providing direct connectivity 
to Bedford Midland could support growth 
in and around Bedford town centre, and 
therefore sought views on both options 
through the consultation.

Engineering
Concern that a two-level station will 
have a negative impact on accessibility.

Comment noted. Accessibility will be a 
key consideration as we progress towards 
developing plans for new and existing 
stations. 

Engineering
Suggestion to provide a chord close to 
the Bedford Main Road.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected. 

Engineering
If a new chord is implemented at Cold-
ham’s Common a reversing move is not 
necessary on the northern approach.

Whilst we note the suggestion of con-
structing a new chord between the West 
Anglia Mainline and the Cambridge to 
Newmarket line, a reversal would still be 
required in order for services to call at 
Cambridge station.
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Engineering

Assertion that the route proposed by 
Cam Bed Rail Road (CBRR) is more 
technically feasible than argued by East 
West Rail because Cambridge North 
station can be upgraded to serve trains 
travelling in two directions.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Engineering

Assertion that the route proposed by 
Cam Bed Rail Road (CBRR) is more 
technically feasible than argued by 
East West Rail because fewer additional 
tracks will need to be constructed.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Engineering

Assertion that the route proposed by 
Cam Bed Rail Road (CBRR) is more 
technically feasible than argued by East 
West Rail because the additional route 
length required for the northern ap-
proach is 1km, which is not significant.
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Engineering

Concern that the route will not be 
technically feasible due to the mitiga-
tion needed to reduce impact on the Ivel 
valley and RSPB Sandy.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid adverse 
environmental impacts as far as possible 
but, where unavoidable, minimise or miti-
gate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including the im-
pact ecologically significant sites, will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Engineering
Suggestion to implement a spur connec-
tion to the Marston Vale line at Bedford.

Comment noted If this is selected as the 
preferred route option, the detailed align-
ment will be subject to further work, which 
will take into account matters such as this. 
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Alternative Route

A number of consultees called for the 
route proposed by Cam Bed Rail Road 
(CBRR) to be included because:  
- there is the possibility to create a mul-
ti-modal transport hub at Cambridge 
North. 
- the CBRR route has provided cost-ef-
fective solutions to all engineering 
challenges used to discount the north-
ern route.  
- the route proposed by CBRR meets all 
five criteria set out in the consultation 
document. 
- the route proposed by CBRR would 
serve a greater number of residents. 
a greater number of houses have al-
ready been approved close to the CBRR 
route.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative Route

A number of consultees called for the 
route proposed by Cam Bed Rail Road 
(CBRR) to be included because The 
route proposed by CBRR does not 
require a reversing move to the east of 
Cambridge if a new chord is implement-
ed at Coldham’s Common.

Alternative Route
Suggestion to follow the A428 where 
there are existing and approved com-
munities. 

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. This includes areas 
not directly served by the A428.
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Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Cambourne.

We identified two potential options for East 
West Rail to serve south Cambridgeshire: 
either serving Cambourne (route options B 
and E), or potentially Bassingbourn station 
(route options A, C and D). We appreciate 
both options have potential upsides and 
downsides, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation. We 
appreciate your feedback as part of this. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion to follow the proposed Ox-
ford-Cambridge Expressway.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should con-
nect to the existing station at Royston 
instead of Bassingbourn.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
For this reason, a station is proposed to 
be located in Bassingbourn rather than 
Royston. 
 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Alternative Route
Suggestion to connect to the main line 
just north of Biggleswade.

If this route option were selected as our 
preferred route option, it would likely serve 
a new split-level Sandy station re-located 
to the south of the existing station, which 
could provide an 
interchange with the East Coast Main 
Line. The East West Rail track could then 
run between the Sandy Warren SSSI and 
Biggleswade Common.

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should go 
through both Sandy and Hitchin.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the DfT and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  



Route Option A

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report133  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route moves fur-
ther south of Sutton and pass closer 
to Biggleswade.  Suggestion to build a 
station at Biggleswade and a rail freight 
interchange between Sandy and Big-
gleswade.

Comment noted. If this route option were 
selected as our preferred route option, 
it would likely serve a new split-level 
Sandy station relocated to the south of 
the existing station, which could provide 
an interchange with the East Coast Main 
Line. The East West Rail track could then 
run between the Sandy Warren SSSI and 
Biggleswade Common.

Alternative Route
Assertion that the route should serve St 
Neots, St Ives, Northstowe and Hunting-
don.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the DfT and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  

Alternative Route
General suggestion that the route goes 
to the north.

Comment noted. We provided five route 
options for the public to provide feedback 
on, two of which take more of a northerly 
approach (route options B and E). 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Bedford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should 
connect directly with Wimpole Hall to 
enable visitor access.

Comment noted. If our preferred route 
option were to travel near Wimpole Hall, 
we would seek to avoid Wimpole Hall, or if 
that is not possible, develop the route in a 
way that addresses any impacts on Wim-
pole Hall and its estate, as well as National 
Trust land ownerships. Connecting directly 
with Wimpole Hall is therefore not an ac-
tive consideration. 

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should go 
further south to serve Ridgemont, Ash-
well and Morden, and to not go through 
Bedford.

Comment noted. By avoiding Bedford, 
we would be unable to connect with the 
Western section of East West Rail, which 
connects Oxford and Bedford. We are 
therefore content that connecting with 
Bedford is the right choice. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion to loop to the north of 
Sandy to serve the existing station.

Comment noted. During the consultation, 
we presented three broad options with 
how we would connect with the East Coast 
Main Line:
• A new station somewhere between Sandy 
and
St Neots; some routes would also serve the
existing Sandy station
• A new Sandy station slightly to the north 
of the
existing station (the existing station would
be relocated)
• A new Sandy station slightly to the south 
of the
existing station (the existing station would
be relocated)

Alternative Route
Suggestion to connect directly to East 
Coast Main Line.
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Alternative Route
Suggestion to follow the old Bedford to 
Cambridge route as closely as possible.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should go to 
the north of Beeston.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
services to Beeston, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route is to the north 
of Gamlingay.

A more detailed proposed alignment and 
more precise station locations and will be 
explored in greater detail after we have 
selected a preferred route option.  
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Cost
Concern that the route, along with the 
other southern routes, is a waste of 
money.

When consulting in January-March 2019, 
our focus was on the potential opportu-
nities and challenges for the broad areas 
where each of our five route options could 
travel (covering several kilometres in plac-
es), rather than looking at specific places, 
towns or route alignments.  
 
Once a preferred route is selected, we 
will do detailed work to develop a specific 
route alignment, which will be open to fur-
ther consultation, in much greater detail. 

Cost
Concern that the route option is ex-
tremely expensive.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Concern that the cost is low as expens-
es are being hidden.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Support for the route as it is the cheap-
est.  Belief that the route offers the best 
value for money.

Cost and affordability is one of many 
factors we are taking into account when 
assessing each of the route options. Other 
factors include transport benefits and en-
vironmental impact and opportunity. 
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Cost
Concern that the route is not cost effec-
tive and doesn’t offer value for money.

Comment noted. We recognise that each 
route option has its own opportunities and 
challenges, and have tried to present a 
broad range of options for the public to 
assess and provide feedback on. We ap-
preciate your feedback as part of this. 

Cost
Assertion that the cost of new housing 
developments should be included in the 
route cost.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge, rather than housing infra-
structure. With that said, while future 
housing growth depends on a number 
of factors including site allocations by 
local authorities, we have been engaging 
closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that 
East West Rail supports both current and 
future residents.  

Cost
Concern regarding the cost related to 
the impact on existing transport infra-
structure.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Cost

Significant concern that the indicative 
cost does not include the cost of a new 
station at Bassingbourn, infrastructure 
upgrade requirements and the cost of 
relocating Bassingbourn Barracks and 
Sandy station.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed. 
 
With specific regard to Bassingbourn sta-
tion, the costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.
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Cost

Concern about the cost of building 
three new stations, at Bedford South, 
Sandy and Bassingbourn. Assertion that 
the expense can only be justified if there 
is over-development of houses in the 
area.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site). 
 
Further, the costs of a station are relatively 
small and are not considered material to 
the assessment of route options against 
the ‘costs and overall affordability’ criteri-
on on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Cost
Concern that there is a lack of informa-
tion on how the indicative costs have 
been calculated.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Suggestion that the cost of building a 
station at Bassingbourn should be paid 
for by developers.

Once a preferred route option has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stake-
holders to ensure that the local infrastruc-
ture requirements, including funding, are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.
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Cost
Request for more information on how 
East West Rail will ensure train fares are 
lower.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 

Cost
Concern about the cost of mitigating 
environmental impacts.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Cost

Suggestion to secure additional funding 
through a Community Infrastructure 
Levy or Section 106 agreements or 
through private financing.

Thank you for your suggestion. A range 
of funding options are currently being ex-
plored, and we will provide updates as we 
progress closer to delivery. 

Cost
Have regard for the opportunity to 
share costs with the Black Cat to Cax-
ton Gibbet road upgrade.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.

Cost

Concern about whether the indicative 
costs are based on costs between Bed-
ford and Sandy or between Sandy and 
Cambridge.

The estimated total costs presented in-
cludes estimates of initial upfront con-
struction costs, infrastructure renewal 
costs, operating costs and fare revenues 
- between Bedford and Cambridge. 

Cost
Recognition that the topography sur-
rounding the route is flatter and there-
fore reduces engineering costs.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Cost
Suggestion that the costs will be lower 
since the route is shorter, as mainte-
nance costs will be reduced.

Maintenance costs will be explored in 
greater detail after a route option is se-
lected and a more precise preferred route 
alignment is developed. 

Other
Recognition that the route would solve a 
lot of problems in the area.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Other
Have regard for the pipeline between 
Lower Caldecote and Seddington.

Comment noted. We have taken into 
account the pipeline as part of our route 
option analysis. 

Other
Belief that the route meets all five 
criteria in the least harmful and most 
cost-effective way.

The five route options presented during the 
consultation were selected because they 
performed best against key criteria.  
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options and select a preferred 
route option. 
 
We welcome your views as part of this. 
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Other

Confusion regarding the purpose of 
the railway. Argument that the project 
should aim to reduce congestion and 
improve travel in cities and not to pro-
vide more housing in the area.

The strategic objectives set by the Depart-
ment for Transport for the East West Rail 
central section were presented during the 
consultation as follows:  
• Improve east-west public transport con-
nectivity by providing rail links between 
key urban areas (current and anticipated) 
in the Oxford-Cambridge Arc;  
• Stimulate economic growth, housing and 
employment through the provision of new, 
reliable and attractive inter-urban passen-
ger train services in the Oxford-Cambridge 
Arc;  
• Meet initial forecast passenger demand;  
• Consider and plan for future passen-
ger demand, making provision where it is 
affordable;  
• Contribute to improved journey times 
and inter-regional passenger connectivity 
by connecting with north-south routes and 
routes beyond Oxford and Cambridge;  
• Maintain current capacity for rail freight 
and make appropriate provision for antici-
pated future growth; and  
• Provide a sustainable and value for mon-
ey transport solution to support economic 
growth in the area.
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Other
Concern that the project does not fol-
low NIC recommendations.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Other
Have regard for the National Planning 
Policy Framework.

We will consider both the National Net-
works National Policy Statement (NNNPS), 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and Local Plans to inform design 
development aiming to meet adopted poli-
cy objectives and to avoid constraints and 
minimise / mitigate any potential conflicts.  

Other
Have regard for the World Health Or-
ganisation 2018 noise guidelines.

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will seek to effective-
ly manage noise and vibration to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life. We plan to have a draft 
noise policy available at the next commu-
nity consultation.
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Other
Have regard for the airship sheds south 
east of New Cardington.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Other
Concern that East West Rail will dictate 
planning policy in South Cambridgesh-
ire.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have these into account as part 
of our route option development process. 
We will continue to work with local author-
ities as they develop and update their local 
plans. 

Consultation

Observation that the route is ill de-
fined, and maps are vague, not enough 
information provided to fully assess the 
route, including around Wimpole, RSPB 
Sandy and Sutton.

When consulting in January-March 2019, 
our focus was on the potential opportu-
nities and challenges for the broad areas 
where each of our five route options could 
travel (covering several kilometres in plac-
es), rather than looking at specific places 
or route alignments. We believe that the 
level of detail we provided was appropriate 
when considering these broad route areas. 
 
After a preferred route option is chosen 
and a specific route alignment is devel-
oped, this will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion and maps.

Consultation
Concern about the lack of information 
on housing developments.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.
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Consultation
Observation that there is not enough 
information on how costs have been 
calculated.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Consultation
Observation that the Bassingbourn 
station costs are not included in consul-
tation documents.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Consultation
Concern that the consultation does not 
include the cost of improving the busy 
A1198 & A1198/A505 junction.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Route Option B

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Moggerhanger House.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.    
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Croxton Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
schedules monument earthworks which 
evidence an unspecified medieval vil-
lage.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Park Grade II land registered by Historic 
England for its special historic interest 
under the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act 1953 within the Register 
of Historic Parks and Gardens.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
the Designated Cambridgeshire County 
Wildlife site, near Croxton

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Cardington Airfield.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Wimpole Estate.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Tetworth Estate.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such asR-
SPB Fowlmere.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern raised about the impact on 
heritage assets, including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Woodbury Hall.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
RSPB Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Sutton.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Eyeworth.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Wimpole Way.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Wimpole Hall.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Biggleswade Common.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Greensand Ridge.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Support on the grounds that this route 
option has the least or no conflict with 
heritage assets including listed assets, 
National Trust sites and SSSIs such as 
Sandy Warren SSSI.
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about damage to historic Ro-
man road at Tempsford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern that Historic England’s guide-
lines, relating to potential impact on 
heritage assets, have not been followed, 
in particular with relation to Croxton 
Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Comment that Gibraltar Barn was used 
for WW2 Special Operations, and that 
remembrance services are held there 
each year.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern that this route option will lead 
to the building of a housing develop-
ment in an area of historical signifi-
cance, Tempsford.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern that substantial harm caused 
to Tetworth Hall is not in accordance 
with the National Planning Policy 
Framework or the National Policy State-
ment for National Networks.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about impact on National Eng-
land’s Higher Level Stewardship Environ-
mental Scheme.
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Environment – Her-
itage – historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds that the 
route option was opposed by the 
National Trust due to the impact on 
Wimpole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Suggestion that route should be aligned 
with A428, to minimize damage to the 
landscape.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.
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Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Objection that this route spoils an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, used by 
the general public, around the Tetworth 
Estate.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Objection to the industrialisation of sce-
nic area in the Cam Valley and around 
Wimpole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Significant concern that the building 
of this route will require the destruction 
of several picturesque villages such as 
Kingston.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Significant concern that the building 
of this route will require the destruction 
of several picturesque villages such as 
Burn.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Significant concern that the building 
of this route will require the destruction 
of several picturesque villages such as 
Caxton.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Significant concern that the building 
of this route will require the destruction 
of several picturesque villages such as 
Cardington.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Concerns that there may be a negative 
impact on the Greensand Ridge land-
scape.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Support for the route as it avoids 
disrupting historical landscapes in the 
area, including Sandy RSPB and Wim-
pole Way. 

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Concerns expressed about the route 
crossing historical landscapes, including 
Wimpole Hall.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Concerns expressed about the route 
crossing historical landscapes, including 
Tetworth Estate.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Concerns expressed about the route 
crossing historical landscapes, including 
Cardington Airfield.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact

Concern raised about damage to visual 
landscape of Great Ouse river valley.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Multiple statements offering general 
recognition that this route causes less/
least environmental damage compared 
to other routes. Frequent comments 
from consultees that this is their pre-
ferred route option for that reason.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Blumham.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon North Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Everton House.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Woodbury Hall.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Mullard Radio Astronomy 
Observatory.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Little Eversden and Great 
Eversden.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Abbotsley.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Kingston.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Tetworth Estate.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Cardington Airfield.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Great Gransden.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Eyeworth.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Localised concerns about environmental 
impact upon Haslingfield.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concerns expressed about a lack of 
environmental assessment being per-
formed in this area prior to the route 
being proposed.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Opposition to development in the area 
of Bourn Brook valley. Much work has 
been done by landowners, the Wildlife 
Trust and The Countryside Restoration 
Trust to protect the valley and its indig-
enous species, and funding has recently 
been invested into it.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigwate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concern that the topography of the 
proposed route area will require consid-
erable earthworks.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts, includ-
ing from earthworks and structures. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concern about damage to the rural 
area between Cambridge and Cam-
bourne.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Opposition to a train line in this area, 
as years have been spent reintroducing 
otters and a train line would be detri-
mental to this.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including  protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Recognition of the landscape’s suitabili-
ty for a train track.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a landscape and visual 
assessment will be carried out and the 
results presented within the ES.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Suggestion that this route option re-
moves the requirement for an extension 
of the metro line between Cambourne 
and Cambridge, reducing the environ-
mental impact of that project.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concern that this route duplicates the 
metro line between Cambourne and 
Cambridge and therefore doubles the 
environmental impact of that project.

Comment noted. We will take into account 
the potential for these schemes (and any 
others which come to our attention) to 
affect passenger demand and value for 
money (either positively or negatively) as 
part of further work being undertaken to 
support a route decision. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Objection to the project damaging 
countryside in order to build car parks.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concern that this route is relatively 
larger other options, causing greater 
land take.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concern raised that this route would 
damage the green space to the west 
of Cambridge, damaging the universi-
ty’s ability to attract global talent, and 
therefore its contribution to the local 
economy, national economy and the 
UK’s national status.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Recognition that this route option re-
quires the least amount of land around 
Tempsford for new railway infrastruc-
ture.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with var-
ying environmental, land, infrastructure 
and housing constraints. We will consider 
these factors as part of our work to select 
a preferred route option, and further as we 
develop a preferred route alignment. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Suggestion that Cambourne station 
should be sited north of the A428 Cam-
bourne exit, as that will preserve the 
best countryside.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Broad support for co-location of the rail 
line along the route of the A428 express-
way, in order to minimise environmental 
damage.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Support for the route on the grounds 
that it has minimal conflict with Nation-
al Trust land and assets.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with var-
ying environmental, land, infrastructure 
and housing constraints. We will consider 
these factors as part of our work to select 
a preferred route option, and further as we 
develop a preferred route alignment. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Multiple supporting statements antici-
pating a reduction in air pollution, be-
cause new train stations near to hous-
ing developments reduce car journeys 
and journey distances, cutting carbon 
emissions.  With particular emphasis 
on Cambourne and Sandy, and spe-
cific mentions for Northstowe, Wixams, 
Bourn Airfield, Papworth, St Neots and 
Sandy. 

We are supportive of improvements that 
can be made to air quality, and are com-
mitted to protecting the environment by 
finding approaches to delivery that avoid 
adverse environmental impacts as far as 
possible but, where unavoidable, minimise 
or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Multiple supporting statements an-
ticipating a reduction in air pollution, 
because of fully electrified trains.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concerns about greater air pollution 
caused by increase in the number of 
diesel trains.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality will be considered 
as part of these assessments. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concerns about greater air pollution 
caused by moving Sandy station, caus-
ing existing commuters who walk to the 
current station to drive to a new station.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concerns about greater air pollution 
caused by ore road congestion, as new 
train stations will mean an increase in 
the number of new homes built.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Concerns about greater air pollution 
caused by Siting of trainline at Bedford 
South, rather than routing east-west 
trains through Bedford Midland, causing 
Bedford commuters to drive to Bedford 
South station.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Support for rail line avoiding specific 
nature sites and reserves which are 
environmentally important and locally 
popular, with particular emphasis on 
RSPB Sandy and Greensand Ridge, 
Biggleswade Common and Wimpole 
Estate.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Historic and environmentally significant 
sites will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

General concerns expressed about the 
amount of open countryside and animal 
habitats that the route will cut through.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Croxton Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and lo-
cally popular, including Moggerhanger 
(listed parkland).

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and lo-
cally popular, including green belt land 
in the South Cambridgeshire area.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Tempsford 
airfield.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including RSPB Sandy.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Wimpole Hall.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Biggleswade 
Common.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Waresley 
Woods SSSI.
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and 
locally popular, including Barbastelle 
bat area, Wimpole.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Specific concerns about rail line dam-
aging nature sites and habitats which 
are environmentally important and lo-
cally popular, including Tetworth Estate.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Supporting comment citing that the 
opportunity to develop existing infra-
structure, rather than constructing 
completely new rail track, is less envi-
ronmentally damaging and therefore a 
better option.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact

Non-specific comments expressing con-
cern that environmental issues have not 
been adequately addressed.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Significant objection to route based on 
an increased chance of flooding. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.
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Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Repeated comments stating opposition 
to Bourn Brook valley being developed 
on, amid concerns that it is an essen-
tial flood plain and its development will 
cause flooding.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Strong opposition to development on 
flood plains, on grounds of an increased 
risk of flooding.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
 Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.
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Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Observation that this route crosses two 
areas of Flood Zone 3 land, entailing 
greater cost.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Question about what mitigation works 
will be carried out in nearby villages to 
prevent flooding, should this route be 
selected.

We are committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate environ-
mental impacts. Where required, a flood 
risk assessment will be carried out and 
the results of which will inform the design 
development of the scheme. 

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Approving comments recognise that this 
route has less impact upon chalk rivers 
in South Cambridgeshire.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
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Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Observation that this route has to cross 
the River Ouse.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Observation that a station in Sandy 
would minimize the impact on the River 
Ivel.

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Suggestion to plant wet woodlands to 
screen embankments.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts.  Mat-
ters such as planting  will be considered in 
more detail as the preferred route align-
ment is developed

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concerns raised about threat to ancient 
woodlands, including in proximity to 
Wimpole Corridor, and SSSIs such as 
Weaveley and Sand Woods.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ancient 
woodlands, SSSIs and ancient Woodlands 
will be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concerns raised about threat to ancient 
woodlands, including in proximity to 
Wimpole Corridor, and SSSIs such as 
Gamlingay Wood.
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Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concerns raised about threat to ancient 
woodlands, including in proximity to 
Wimpole Corridor, and SSSIs such as 
Waresley Wood.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ancient 
woodlands, SSSIs and ancient Woodlands 
will be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concerns raised about threat to ancient 
woodlands, including in proximity to 
Wimpole Corridor, and SSSIs such as 
Caldecote Meadows.

Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Concerns raised about threat to ancient 
woodlands, including in proximity to 
Wimpole Corridor, and SSSIs such as 
Hardwick Wood.

Environment - 
roads and rights of 
way specific

Concerns that more housing in the 
area, as a consequence of a new train 
line, will require major upgrades to the 
road network, at significant environ-
mental expense.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process. 



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report172  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment - 
roads and rights of 
way specific

Concern raised that small, rural par-
ishes may become fully surrounded by 
road and rail, should the line between 
Tempsford and Cambourne.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment - 
roads and rights of 
way specific

Concern raised about areas used for 
public walks in Waresley and Abbotsley.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Transport
Broad recognition that public transport 
links in this area are of a poor standard.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Transport

Significant number of comments that 
this route, with a new station sited at 
Cambourne, is a suitable solution to 
current commuting problems between 
Cambourne and Cambridge. 

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.
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Transport

Broad support for Cambourne receiving 
a train station, given its population size, 
anticipated growth and lack of public 
transport.

We understand that Cambourne could 
be a suitable site for a future station, and 
have therefore included it in two of our five 
route options. 

Transport

Comments supporting the creation of 
new stations, on the grounds that an 
increase in rail options will lead to a 
decrease in road usage, with particular 
benefit to residents of Bedford, Cam-
bourne, Bourn, Cambridge, North Cam-
bridgeshire, St Neots and Wixams. 

We understand that one of the key bene-
fits of train travel is the reduced pressure 
on roads, which has many flow-on bene-
fits to communities, the environment and 
individual passengers. 

Transport

Support for this route as it provides 
good options for people commuting to 
Addenbrookes Biomedical Campus., 
Cambridge Biomedical Park, Cam-
bridge Business Park, Cambridge inno-
vation Park, Granta Park, Royal Pap-
worth Hospital and South Cambridge. 

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. By extension, all five 
of the route options approach Cambridge 
from the south and have the potential 
to serve the proposed Cambridge South 
station, benefiting many of the places 
mentioned in the matter raised. 

Transport

Support for this route as it provides 
good transport support for existing, 
growing or approved population cen-
tres in Bourn, Cambourne, Sandy, St 
Neots, Tempsford, Ampthill, Blunham, 
Caldecote, Everton, Flitwick, Hardwick, 
Kempston, Northstowe, Papworth, Will-
ington, Wixams and Wooton. 

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different preferences for station 
locations, which is why we presented a 
range of route options during consulta-
tion - including route option B which would 
benefit the locations mentioned in this 
matter raised. 

Transport

Support for this route to alleviate pres-
sure on the road network, with specific 
references to the M11, A1, A1198, A14, 
A421 and A428

As plans progress, we will work with High-
ways England and local highway and traf-
fic authorities to identify further ways we 
can ease pressure on roads such as these. 
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Transport

Concerns that the route fails to relieve, 
and may cause more traffic congestion 
on the A10, A6,  Abbotsley, Black Cat 
Roundabout, Cambourne, Comberton, 
Harlow, Madington Road and at Steve-
nage.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport

Concern that the proposed location of 
new train stations will cause train pas-
sengers to drive to those stations, where 
in some instances they can currently 
walk, therefore transferring or even 
increasing congestion, rather than re-
ducing it in Bedford South, Cambourne 
and Sandy. 

Transport

Significant opposition to relocating 
Sandy station because residents of 
Sandy will no longer be able to walk to 
the station.

Comment noted. We will take this into 
account in selecting a preferred route op-
tion, and in developing an alignment with 
specific station locations. 

Transport

Significant opposition to relocating 
Sandy station because moving the sta-
tion away from its present town-centre 
location makes it unsafe for women to 
walk home alone.

The accessibility of stations and the safety 
of passengers is of paramount importance 
to us, and we will consider this matter fur-
ther when we examine the precise location 
of stations, at a later stage in the project.

Transport

Significant opposition to relocating 
Sandy station because forcing train 
passengers to drive to the new train 
station may cause road and parking 
congestion in and around a new Sandy 
station.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.   

Transport

Significant opposition to relocating 
Sandy station because siting the new 
station outside of the town centre may 
result in an increase in road usage.

Transport
Suggestion to both retain current 
Sandy station and add a new station at 
Tempsford.

Comment noted. Route Options C and D 
provide opportunities for this to occur. 
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Transport

Recognition that a new train line, with 
step-free access at its station, will have 
a significant impact on the quality of 
life for disabled residents in the area, 
with specific reference to those in 
Cambourne, Cambridge, Papworth and 
Sandy. 

Comment noted. Access to stations is an 
important consideration for us, and will 
be explored in greater detail when an 
preferred route option is selected and a 
specific alignment is being developed. 

Transport

Significant objection to this route not 
directly connecting to Bedford station, 
therefore not connecting Bedford to 
Cambridge, which is commonly per-
ceived to be the project’s overall objec-
tive.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Support for this route improving trans-
port links between Cambridge and 
Bedford.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Transport
Support for this route, on grounds that 
it is the most direct and has shortest 
journey times.

Noted, although it should be acknowl-
edged that route option A provides slightly 
shorter journey times. 
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Transport
Concerns expressed about this route 
having the longest journey times and 
being the most expensive.

Noted, although route option D presents 
longer journey times, and route option E is 
presented as being the most expensive. We 
will continue to refine these estimates as 
we progress towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then in developing a 
route alignment, which we will consult on 
further. 

Transport

Popular support for route alignment 
with the Oxford-Cambridge express-
way, with cases made that multiple 
forms of transport complement one 
another.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Transport

Some objection to the route duplicating 
the Oxford-Cambridge expressway, 
with cases made that multiple forms of 
transport compete with one another.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge.  
 
The extent of the the proximity between 
both projects will depend of the route 
option which is chosen, and the alignment 
that is subsequently developed - however 
our analysis with Department for Trans-
port to date suggests that East West Rail 
and A428 are complimentary - with both 
serving to support growth and develop-
ment opportunities in the area.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
Comment supporting alignment with 
A421.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects and assets are designed and de-
livered in a way that best connects com-
munities, takes account of environmental 
factors and supports greater economic 
growth.

Transport
Concern about the route conflicting 
with the A421.

The extent of the  proximity between both 
projects will depend on the route option 
which is chosen, and the alignment that 
is subsequently developed - however our 
analysis with the Department for Transport 
to date suggests that East West Rail and 
A428 are complimentary - with both serv-
ing to support growth and development 
opportunities in the area. 
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Transport
Popular support for coinciding develop-
ment work with dualling of A428.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.

Transport

Opposition to creating a train station 
at Cambourne, on the grounds that 
Cambourne is already well served by 
the road network.

By allowing people the choice between 
road and rail, East West Rail could com-
plement existing road networks by easing 
pressure on them, and providing a po-
tentially faster service to Cambridge city 
centre and other centres of education and 
employment. 

Transport

Positive speculation that this route may 
aid potential rail congestion on the 
Thameslink line, easing commuter pres-
sure at stations along that line.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Transport
Suggestion that a cycleway between 
Bedford and Wixams would be needed 
to support the route.

Comment noted. We will explore opportu-
nities for active travel as we progress the 
project.

Transport
Suggestion of a new chord around 
Cambridge North to help freight trains 
pass Cambridge east and west.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. With that said, 
the work we are doing to develop services 
into Cambridge from the south will not 
preclude East West Rail services continu-
ing East of Cambridge in the future.

Transport

Concerns that creating a train station 
in Tempsford will lead to an increase in 
usage of the poor local road network, 
caused by the increased housing de-
velopment which will follow it and train 
passengers driving to the new station.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Transport

Concerns that an increase in passen-
gers at Bedford station will worsen the 
already significant passenger conges-
tion.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport

Observation that a station at Bedford 
South would reduce the amount of 
traffic and parking congestion within 
Bedford town centre.

Transport

Concerns that Cambourne residents 
would be left without either the metro or 
a station, if a different route is chosen 
and the CAM project does not happen.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Transport

Concerns that the route does not serve 
specific places, with suggestions to 
make route alterations to incorporate 
Bourn, Northstowe and Potton.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Transport

Support for the route on the grounds 
that it provides effective interchange 
facilities between the east-west and 
north-south railway lines at Bedford, St 
Neots and Cambridge stations.

When we were developing route options, 
we looked at three main practical consid-
erations: 
1. Providing an interchange with the Mid-
land Main Line 
2. Providing an interchange with the East 
Coast Main Line
3. Where the route should go through 
South Cambridgeshire.
This means that new journeys will be 
opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks.

Transport

Concern that this route does not pro-
vide good connections with the East 
Coast Main Line or West Coast Main 
Line at Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because it 
does not serve Bedford town centre 
directly.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because the 
proposed location for Bedford South is 
out of easy cycle range of Bedford.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about 
a station at Bedford South because 
changing trains at Bedford South will be 
extremely unpopular with commuters 
going into and out of Bedford. Incon-
veniences and risks that they will be 
looking to avoid include extra waiting 
times; longer journey times; missing 
connecting trains; moving luggage and 
finding a seat.  As such it will not result 
in transport change from car to train. 
Passengers will prefer to drive to these 
stations rather than change between 
them.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about 
a station at Bedford South because 
changing trains to access Bedford will 
deter tourists from visiting.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because it 
causes passengers travelling from the 
east midlands to the west to make two 
changes at Bedford.
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Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because Wix-
ams is not well enough served by local 
bus routes to support a train station.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
We are already taking into account the 
onward journeys and connectivity  in mod-
elling transport user benefits. Connection 
to north/south lines from potential Bedford 
station options will therefore influence our 
preferred route decision through the ‘Ben-
efits for transport users’ criterion. 

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because it 
worsens the connection to north/south 
rail lines by increasing journey times for 
passengers travelling to London, and 
reducing capacity on the East Coast 
Main Line.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about 
a station at Bedford South because 
it does not connect well with the rest 
of the network, compared to Bedford 
station.

Transport

Multiple concerns expressed about a 
station at Bedford South because it 
would need a connection to Bedford St 
Johns.

Transport
Suggestion to name Bedford South 
‘Kempston Interchange’, after the near-
by retail park.

These matters will be considered at a later 
stage, as the project progresses. 

Transport
Suggestion to market the new train line 
as Regional or Inter-Regional Railway, 
to emphasise benefits to wider area.

Transport

Support for this route creating oppor-
tunities to build parkway stations at 
Sandy, with a suggestion for naming 
this station ‘Blackcat Parkway’.
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Transport
Questions raised about the greater 
utility of serving Sandy rather than St 
Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Transport

Questions raised about the greater util-
ity of serving Cambourne rather than 
Bassingbourn, when Cambourne has 
been chosen for the guided busway.

We identified two potential options for East 
West Rail to serve south Cambridgeshire: 
either serving Cambourne (route options B 
and E), or potentially Bassingbourn station 
(route options A, C and D) - both of which 
have opportunities for future growth. We 
appreciate both options have potential up-
sides and downsides, and therefore sought 
views on both options through the consul-
tation. We appreciate your feedback as 
part of this. 



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report184  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Opposition to station being built in 
Bassingbourn, given its proximity to 
Royston train station.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Transport
Concerns raised about impact on jour-
ney times into and out of London.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Transport
Observation that the guided busway 
should ease traffic pressure on the 
A428.

East West Rail could also complement 
the proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.
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Transport
Opposition to the train line as guided 
busway and CAM constitute sufficient 
public transport for the area.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport

Suggestion that this train line will render 
the guided busway and CAM surplus 
to requirements, and therefore those 
projects should be cancelled.

Transport
Suggestion to build an additional sta-
tion at Addenbrookes on Thameslink 
line.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Transport
Observation that this route helps sixth 
form students to access three colleges 
in Cambridge.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. Equally, all five of the 
route options approach Cambridge in the 
same way, each providing the same bene-
fits for these students. 
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Transport

Concern raised that East West Rail 
cannot guarantee a long-term bus link 
between Sandy and Tempsford, which 
would be required by residents of Sandy 
should Sandy station be relocated.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide these 
services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Transport

Observation that a station serving the 
communities of both Sandy and St 
Neots would need supporting public 
transport to connect the station to the 
residential areas.

Transport

Concerns about the impact on Foxton 
level crossing, specifically the impact 
upon the number of trains using this 
crossing.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Concerns about the impact on Foxton 
level crossing, specifically the resultant 
difference in barrier down time.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 
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Transport

Observation that the route length 
and journey time differences between 
northern and southern approaches into 
Cambridge is negligible.

Journey times are one of many important 
factors when developing route options, 
route alignments, and eventual service 
patterns. Other important factors include 
environmental impacts and opportunities 
and economic benefits. 

Transport

Support for this route creating oppor-
tunities to build park and ride facilities 
near to the A603 on the outskirts of 
Cambridge.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Transport
Support for this route creating oppor-
tunities to build park and ride facilities 
near to Caxton Gibbet Roundabout.

Transport

Concerns about Thameslink, Midland 
and East Coast rail franchises being 
unwilling to make additional stops at 
new stations.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Transport
Support for the East West Rail line con-
necting to the East Coast Main Line.

Comment noted. We appreciate the bene-
fits of onward connectivity, and therefore 
this is one of our key considerations in 
both developing and then assessing each 
of our route options. 

Transport
Suggestion to connect new station at 
Tempsford to both Thameslink and East 
Coast lines.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Transport

Suggestion that train connections are 
timetabled to minimize waiting times, 
platform changes and steps between 
platforms.

Connectivity with the wider rail network is 
one of several factors that will be used to 
determine which route option is chosen. 
Development of an East West Rail time-
table is at an extremely early stage and 
connection opportunities will be taken into 
account as this develops, as far as opera-
tional requirements allow
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Transport

Suggestion that frequent East West Rail 
services travel onwards from Cambridge 
station to Cambridge South, Stansted 
or Kings Cross, reducing passenger 
transfers.

There are currently no plans for East West 
Rail services to operate to Stansted or 
London King’s Cross.

Transport
Opposition to a station being built at 
Cambourne, which would extend the 
route journey time.

Journey times are one of many important 
factors when developing route options, 
route alignments, and eventual service 
patterns. Other important factors include 
environmental impacts and opportunities 
and economic benefits.  The differences in 
journey time between options that serve 
Cambourne and those that don’t are rela-
tively small. 

Transport

Suggestion to site Cambourne station 
close to the Caxton Gibbet roundabout, 
with ample parking, to serve residents 
of both Cambourne and Papworth 
Everard.

Comment noted. The precise location of 
stations will be considered further after we 
have selected a preferred route option and 
begin developing a more detailed align-
ment. 

Transport
Support for station in Bedford South, 
due to benefits for London commuters.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Transport
Support for the route providing good 
commuting options for both Cambridge 
and London

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Transport
Suggestion to build a monorail linking 
existing and new stations at Bedford.

Thank you for your suggestion. We rec-
ognise the benefits of providing easy 
seamless connections between stations, 
however building a monorail is not within 
our remit.

Transport

Concern about Cambourne being 
chosen over Bassingbourn for a train 
station, when Cambourne has been 
chosen for the guided busway.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Transport
Recommendation to avoid use of the 
Chiltern line, due to timetabling prob-
lems.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  
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Transport
Concern that journey time is being fa-
voured over size of population served.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 

Transport
Concern that this would not promote 
multimodal transport.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
connecting services, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Transport
Recognition of the benefit that this 
would produce a multimodal transport 
corridor along the A428.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.
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Transport
Concern about St Neots not being in-
cluded in the route.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Transport
Speculation that this route could ease 
pressure on St Neots station car park.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Transport
Support for a northerly approach to 
Cambridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were: 
 
•
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Transport

Request that opportunities to optimise 
and promote cycling and walking are 
pursued from the rail line to Papworth, 
Harbourne, Knapwell and Cambourne. 

Comment noted. Active forms of transport 
that compliment the railway will be con-
sidered as the project progresses. 
We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.
Comment noted. Active forms of transport 
that compliment the railway will be con-
sidered as the project progresses. 
The location of the stations are indicative 
at this early stage in planning. We will de-
velop these further after we have selected 
a preferred route option, during which we 
will consider active transport access and 
links. 
We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.

Transport

Concern that cycle routes from the 
Eversdens to Comberton would be lost, 
preventing students from cycling to 
college. If this is the case, an alternative 
route should be provided.

Transport
Suggestion that the project provides 
the opportunity to provide cycle links 
between Bedford and Wixams.

Transport
Concern that the location of Cam-
bourne station will deter foot and cycle 
access.

Transport
Concerns about significant impact on 
the National Cycle Network, particular-
ly the NCR51.

Transport
Concerns about significant impact on 
the National Cycle Network, particular-
ly the NCR12.

Transport
Concerns about significant impact on 
the National Cycle Network, particular-
ly the NCR1.

Transport
Concerns about impact on bridleways, 
footpaths and safe crossing points for 
horse riders.

Transport
Concern that the new Sandy station is 
accessible by safe cycle and pedestrian 
routes.

Transport Rush hour rat running will be reduced. We will continue to work with the Office of 
Rail and Road (ORR), community groups, 
specialist access groups, local Highway 
Authorities, Highways England, Network 
Rail and other stakeholders, as we pro-
gress the design of the project. 

Transport

Recognition that Cambourne is well 
placed for commuters from smaller 
villages to drive to, to connect with the 
train. 
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Transport
Opposition to station being built in 
Bassingbourn, given its proximity to 
Royston train station.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Transport
Observation that A14 road congestion 
will be eased if freight trains also use 
the new railway lines.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Transport

Suggestion that an East Coast Main 
Line station would need sufficient park-
ing, and reasonable cycle and pedestri-
an routes to nearby housing.

Comment noted. These factors will be 
considered during the detailed alignment 
phase of route development, and beyond. 



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report194  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Support for the Metro linking well with 
the train line, with the two services sup-
porting different sets of passengers.

We understand that East West Rail could 
complement the proposed Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro by bringing together 
local and inter-urban connectivity. East 
West Rail would provide a fast service to 
Cambridge city centre and employment 
opportunities to the south of Cambridge, 
while the proposed guided busway be-
tween Cambourne and Cambridge that 
could become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. The 
Metro could also make it easier for resi-
dents across the Cambridge area (includ-
ing to the east of Cambridge) to access 
East West Rail services from Cambridge 
(or Cambridge South) station, to travel to 
destinations across the Arc (e.g. Oxford, 
Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Concern that the Metro will duplicate 
transport options and therefore the 
train line should be cancelled.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Significant scepticism about the CAM 
ever being built.

Thank you for your feedback. This route 
option is not dependent on construction of 
the Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro. 
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Transport
Observation that Bedford South and St 
Neots South provide good options for 
large car parks.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Transport

Concern that failing to include St Neots 
will cause additional car traffic on the 
A421/A428, negating the benefits of the 
A428 upgrade.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Transport
Concern about difficulties of crossing 
A6 & A600 roads.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio economic

Comments were received suggesting 
that a new town could be provided on 
the old Tempsford airfield site which 
would have the benefit of new dual 
carriageway links very close to the 
new development, which is already 
earmarked in the Central Bedfordshire 
Council Local Plan.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

Comments were received suggesting 
that benefits to rail users will be greater 
along the northern routes due to the 
expansion of existing and new develop-
ments, resulting in increased opportu-
nities to maximise rail commuter traffic.  
Additionally, there is an absence of 
other train services into Cambridge in 
this area.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  
Our analysis prior to consultation suggest-
ed that both the northern and southerly 
route options could support potential 
growth.

Socio economic

Concern that the route  takes in a sig-
nificant number of existing settlements 
including Caxton, Bourn, Caldecote,  
Kingston, Toft and/or Comberton at the 
point where the corridor is narrow, mak-
ing avoidance difficult or impossible.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report197  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern that the route does not facil-
itate commuter rail transport from St 
Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Socio economic

Concern that the route does not sup-
port economic growth as it does not 
facilitate commuter rail transport into 
Cambridge from communities in St. 
Neots, Cambourne or Northstowe.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
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Socio economic
Concern that the route misses the set-
tlements of St Neots and Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio economic

Concern that the route will act as a 
catalyst for development of Tempsford 
which is not equipped with the neces-
sary infrastructure. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Concern that the route will impact qual-
ity of life for  people in villages near the 
path of the line between the A603 and 
Cambourne.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Impacts on communities will be considered 
as part of these environmental assess-
ments.

Socio economic
Concern was raised suggesting this 
route has no benefit for local people 
near Bedford.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Socio economic

Concern was expressed regarding the 
prospect of closing and relocating 
Sandy station.  It was suggested that 
this would be a disbenefit to the RSPB’s 
business interests in the area, with no 
realistic prospect of increasing the cur-
rent small percentage of staff or nature 
reserve/shop visitors who travel by rail.  
It was also suggested that maintaining  
rail service connectivity for approxi-
mately 1500-2000 official visitors a 
year this would be more problematic. 

We will consider this matter as part of 
our route option analysis, and further if 
a route option is selected that would see 
Sandy station relocation.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised that Cambourne, 
Bourne Airfield and Hardwick are al-
ready over developed and that the guid-
ed bus  already proposed for Camborne 
will ease the pressure from the A428.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.
We will give further consideration to these 
matters, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of station loca-
tions, in developing proposed alignments 
for the railway.  

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding devel-
oping Tempsford as it has already been 
rejected when the A428 dualling was 
consulted on. It was suggested Temps-
ford could become trapped between 
the existing line and the A1, which risks 
becoming a community that is divided 
with pinch points where residents need 
to cross as at Beeston and Wyboston.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding moving 
Sandy station, particularly the impact 
of relocation the station to Tempsford or 
further North, and then building a new 
community around it would be to the 
detriment of the Sandy community as 
a whole and could lead to a fall in local 
property prices. Concern was raised 
regarding   building a new community 
around a new station, which does not 
support an existing community which 
has been encouraged to develop over 
the last 10 -15 years.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding relocat-
ing Sandy Station either South or North 
as it will cut out access for residents 
many of whom walk to the station every 
morning, avoiding driving and increas-
ing the traffic in the already highly pol-
luted town at rush hour with a 20 limit. 
Mid Beds Council have identified Sandy 
as having unacceptable high pollution 
levels in the town during rush hours 
by relocating Sandy station it will be 
encourage walking commuters to drive 
to the station increasing  rather than 
reducing the carbon footprint.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the 
approach from the south of this route, 
rather than from the north via Cam-
bridge North and accommodating 
Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern was raised regarding the im-
pact on farming operation and cutting 
through farms and estates.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
TThe impact on agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Socio economic
Concern was raised regarding the 
impact on villages including Abbotsley, 
Eltisley, The Gransdens and Caxton.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the 
potential cutting off of villages such 
as Eversdane from major local college 
at Comberton where pupils cycle and 
walk.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the 
potential for the route to have a detri-
mental impact on the rural landscape 
and villages that are already located 
close to/south of the A428 and close to/
west of the A1(M). Particularly between 
Tempsford and Cambourne where many 
small rural parishes may become fully 
surrounded by major roads or rail on all 
sides, including Caldecote.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the 
potential impact on the Mullard Radio 
Astronomy Observatory and surround-
ing villages.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the pros-
pect of splitting village communities, 
including Great Gransden, Little Grans-
den, Waresley, Abbotsley and Eltisley.  
It was suggested that running the route 
in parallel with existing or planned new 
A428 would have less environmental 
impact, minimise noise impact and air 
pollution.  It would also minimise cross-
ing virgin farmland.  

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the route 
south of Cambourne, diverging from the 
A428 at St Neots to cut through un-
populated rural areas.  It was suggest-
ed that taking the route option south 
of Cambourne and the A428 fails to 
provide well-located, sustainable public 
transport choices for the existing settle-
ments of Cambourne and new alloca-
tions in the adopted South Cambridge-
shire District Local Plan at Bourn airfield 
(3,500 homes, policy SS/7), Northstowe 
extension (10,000 homes, policy SS/5), 
and Cambourne West (1,200 homes, 
policy SS/8). 

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio economic

It was noted that the route option does 
not serve the expanding settlements of 
Papworth Everard and the Harbourne 
development opportunities north of the 
A428 at Cambourne.
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Socio economic

It was noted that the southerly route 
past Cambourne disregards the NIC re-
port recommendation for a ‘multi-modal 
transport spine’ and fails to capitalise 
on opportunities for parkway stations 
along the A428. 

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Socio economic

It was suggested that a parkway station 
near to the A1198/A428 junction at 
Caxton Gibbet would serve residents of 
Cambourne and Papworth Everard, who 
could easily travel to and from the sta-
tion on foot or bicycle, as well as drivers 
who would use a parkway station to 
transfer to rail, easing road congestion 
into Cambridge.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Socio economic

Concern was raised that the route 
duplicates proposed transport links be-
tween Cambridge and Cambourne, and 
between St Neots (A428) and the Mad-
ingley and Scotland Farm/Dry Drayton 
Park & Ride services to Cambridge.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway and Cambridge 
Autonomous Metro between Cambourne 
and Cambridge by bringing together 
local and inter-urban connectivity. East 
West Rail would provide a faster service to 
Cambridge city centre and employment 
opportunities to the south of Cambridge 
than the guided busway, while the busway 
would provide good connectivity to em-
ployment opportunities to the north and 
west of Cambridge.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised that the route miss-
es Bedford itself and will be less conven-
ient for the vast majority of people living 
in the whole Borough of Bedford council 
area, would not open up employment 
and other opportunities for thousands 
of local residents, and would not con-
nect more local employers with more 
potential customers and staff.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic
Concern was raised that the route does 
not take in the expanding settlement at 
Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Socio economic

Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particu-
lar, Tetworth Hall, Highfield Farm, New 
Farm, Stone Hill Farm, Low Farm, Valley 
Farm, Home Farm and Old Woodbury 
Farm.  It was suggested that the noise 
impact and visual impact would be a 
significant increase to the current level 
experienced and would devalue these 
properties.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a noise assessment and a 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
will be carried out and the results present-
ed within the ES.

Socio economic
Concerns were raised regarding impact 
on Grade 1 agricultural land, particular-
ly to the south of Cardington.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application 
 
TThe impact on agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Socio economic

Concerns were raised regarding the po-
tential impact on the rural environment 
and valuable arable land between the 
Shelford area and Cambourne.   
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Socio economic

Concerns were raised regarding putting 
a line between the A421 and Cotton 
End.  It was suggested that a huge 
amount of housing has been developed 
here.  New Cardington and Shortstown 
already suffers with noise from the 
A421.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

Concerns were raised that a Bedford 
south station would not serve the 
current Bedford Midland station which 
would reduce options to travel North / 
South from East West Rail on the Mid-
land Mainline. 

Socio economic

Concerns were raised regarding the 
change of trains to get to Bedford and 
the negative economic impact on the 
town. 

Socio economic

Concerns were raised regarding the 
impact on small villages and communi-
ties, including concerns about further 
development consuming small and rural 
villages like Elstow, Cotton End and 
Cardington.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio economic

Concerns were raised regarding the 
proposed Bedford south station in that 
it bypasses the town and there would be 
little or no economic benefit to the town.  

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the exist-
ing size of settlements at Cambourne, 
proposed at Bourn Airfield, Hardwick 
and Caldecote, and further develop-
ment was considered inappropriate.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the 
impact on Sandy RSPB and it was 
suggested that the route would damage 
visitor numbers, which is currently with-
in walking distance from Sandy station.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 
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Socio economic

Have regard for cutting off communi-
ties, particularly The Eversdens, which 
would will be cut-off from Comberton, 
Barton and Cambridge.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Socio economic

It was highlighted that the route sup-
ports housing underway south of 
Bedford.  It was also suggested that the 
Bedford South station has already been 
promised to support housing growth in 
this area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that Cambourne and 
adjacent developments (Bourn Airfield 
and to some extent Northstowe) are al-
ready large and need no further ‘incen-
tives for growth’.  It was also suggested 
that better connections to Cambridge 
for these developments are already 
being planned, specifically the CAM, 
which will better serve the population 
living there.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Socio economic

It was suggested that a direct link be-
tween Cambourne/Tempsford area  and 
the rapidly expanding Addenbrookes/
Biomedical Campus to the south of 
Cambridge would attract a large num-
ber of commuters to these areas.

The proposed Cambridge South station, 
which is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, could address 
this opportunity. We are working closely 
with Network Rail to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station, if it proceeds. 
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Socio economic

It was suggested that a new Bedford 
south station have the greatest impact 
in terms of enabling both economic 
and development and would attract 
companies and workforces focused 
on the higher value research, tech and 
services sector opportunities within the 
corridor and wider region.  It was also 
suggested that a Bedford South station 
may involve a significant land-take for 
permanent way and station interchange 
infrastructure, and it would be bene-
ficial to study a wider range of route 
alignments between Stewartby and the 
A6  to ensure that the best approach to 
optimising the development potential of 
this area is achieved.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

It was suggested that a new CBD area 
could be developed adjacent to Bedford 
South interchange station with a Park 
and Ride, office village, business centre 
and business hub.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that a station to the 
South of Bedford or in Wixams new 
village would not form a convenient 
connection with the rest of the network. 
Particularly that East Midland trains 
may not stop there, therefore passen-
gers who want to travel to destinations 
in the North and Midlands (such as 
Nottingham, Leicester and Sheffield) will 
need to make an additional connection 
to Bedford Midland. Similarly if pas-
sengers require access to Bedford Town 
Centre, they will need to change train 
or make a journey by bus, taxi or car. 
For people considering a modal shift 
from road to rail this poses a number 
of drawbacks that may stop them from 
adopting rail travel.  

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

There was concern that even with Wix-
ams completed, it will not establish the 
same nodal position on the transport 
network as Bedford, particularly on the 
bus network. With currently only two 
bus routes passing through the village in 
comparison to Bedford’s approximately 
31 (most of which terminate at Bedford 
bus station), Wixams is very much a 
periphery community. This would be a 
problem for passengers attempting to 
get from the train station to their desti-
nation by bus. Most would have to travel 
into Bedford to catch their relevant 
connection. In reality the station would 
likely only attract people in their cars. 
This would increase congestion, require 
larger carriageways and in turn encour-
age more people onto the roads.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail. 
 
Regarding the provision of bus services, 
the remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. New journeys will be opened 
up for people taking advantage of the new 
line, which will involve directly connecting 
onto other rail lines and other modes of 
transport. While these services are not 
within our remit to provide, we’re commit-
ted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 
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Socio economic

It was suggested that broad alignment 
with the major roads A421 and A428 
would maximise future opportunities for 
housing and business development.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Socio economic

It was suggested that existing pop-
ulation centres in Cambourne and 
Northstowe are currently poorly served 
by public transport, resulting in more 
residents commuting by car, higher 
levels of congestion and consequent 
adverse impacts to the environment and 
the economy.

We recognise that many communities 
between Bedford and Cambridge lack 
suitable east-west connectivity, which is 
one of the key reasons East West Rail is 
being proposed. We have developed five 
route options which address this issue in 
a variety of towns and places, with route 
options B and E directly improving connec-
tivity in the Cambourne area. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that new housing must 
have communal leisure space, sports 
facilities/small local shops, easy access 
to public transport into main work/edu-
cation places like Cambridge/Bedford/
Huntingdon.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report216  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

It was noted that St Neots is the fastest 
growing town in Cambridgeshire and 
there are many people living in St Neots 
that work in Cambridge but the A428 is 
consistently congested and is unsuita-
ble to deal with the number of commut-
ers in its current single lane capacity, 
which will only worsen with the increas-
ing housing  being built in the area.  
Consequently, it was suggested that 
a rail line passing close to St Neots is 
necessary to alleviate the traffic on the 
surrounding roads and relieve pressure 
on the stretched infrastructure and also 
good for local business. 

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Socio economic

It was stated that that a station at 
Cambourne supports existing and 
planned housing across Cambourne, in 
Cambourne West and Bourne Airfield.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that the Cambourne 
station could be located north at the 
A428 exit; which would optimise radial 
access by foot and cycle, enable rapid 
Parkway access for cars, preserves 
countryside and views south of Cam-
bridge and facilitates additional hous-
ing north of the central axis created by 
a multi modal east west corridor.

We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of station loca-
tions, in developing proposed alignments 
for the railway.  

Socio economic

It was noted that the development of a 
new station between Sandy and St Ne-
ots will service the growing population 
in this area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. 
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Socio economic

It was noted that the route only partly 
supports housing north east of Cam-
bridge but does not support North-
stowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio economic

It was noted that the route will be of 
benefit to small villages such as Pap-
worth Everard which have a large 
disabled population and would make 
travelling to a large city easier and 
improve quality of life.  

Making travel easier by connecting com-
munities is a key goal of ours, and we are 
glad to read that this route option would 
provide such benefits to people in Pap-
worth Everard. 
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Socio economic

It was suggested that the existing local 
transport infrastructure (guided bus-
way) could cater for growth opportu-
nities to the north of Cambridge and 
therefore an additional railway service 
to improve local connectivity to the 
north of Cambridge may not be re-
quired.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Socio economic
It was noted that this option will allow 
Wixams to expand.

Comment noted. We recognise that by 
providing a station to the south of Bedford, 
this could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area.

Socio economic
It was noted that this route could re-
move the need for a Cambourne Metro 
link to Cambridge.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Socio economic

Concern was noted that this route does 
not connect Felixstowe night freight 
through Cambridge, and therefore does 
not contribute to reducing environmen-
tal impact as it does not support less 
trucks on roads.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While services to places such 
as Felixstowe are not within our remit to 
provide, we’re committed to working close-
ly with appropriate authorities to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local trans-
port and freight networks. 

Socio economic
It was suggested that this route had the 
potential to also serve St Neots. 

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Socio economic
It was suggested that this route reduc-
es the importance of Bedford and its 
current station. 

Specific requests for additional servic-
es, improvements or modes of transport 
should be directed to the responsible 
transport authorities. 
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Socio economic

It was noted that the route option of-
fered benefits because it would relieve 
pressure on the road A421 going from 
Milton Keynes to Cambridge, collect 
passengers from existing centres of 
population such as Sandy, St Neots and 
Cambourne, as well some of the smaller 
commuting settlements such as Blun-
ham and Willington.

We understand that East West Rail could 
ease pressure on key roads for this route 
option, and others. We will continue to 
work with Highways England and local 
authorities to explore how best to integrate 
East West Rail with the local road net-
works. 

Socio economic
It was suggested that this route will 
allow housing growth at Wixams, which 
is needed close to Bedford.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic
It was suggested that this route will 
support the expansion of Wixams.

Socio economic

It was noted that this route option 
would bring the benefit of unlocking the 
economic potential of the area near to 
Addenbrookes Hospital and biomedical 
park.

Socio economic

It was suggested that using the existing 
station in Bedford could increase the 
number people using the service from 
that station. As having to travel out to 
another station promotes using a car.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that Wixams has no 
allure for tourists and does not have the 
same physical infrastructure and estab-
lished business case as Bedford does. 
The point was made that it is predomi-
nantly residential with little opportunity 
for the establishment of independent 
businesses and retail. It has a much 
lower public profile and a lower popu-
lation. It was suggested that Wixams 
would benefit less from this important 
railway station less than Bedford would.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
It was suggested to accommodate the 
route as close to St Neots as possible as 
an expanding settlement.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.
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Socio economic

Regard should be given to the new 
‘Wintringham’ development of 2800 
dwellings between Cambridge Road, 
the A428 and the ECML which has 
recently received permission, and which 
could be served by an additional station 
at St Neots South. It was suggested that 
a station further south at Little Barford 
would be too far away and would not be 
acceptable.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Socio economic
Support was given for the route at 
connecting the growing settlement of 
Cambourne to Cambridge by rail.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents, in places such as 
Cambourne and Bourn Airfield. 

Socio economic

Support was given for the route to 
support the existing and expanding 
settlements at Cambourne, Cambourne 
West, Bourn Airfield and Cambourne 
North.  It was noted that existing links to 
Cambourne are poor.
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Station location
Call for route to service new develop-
ments at Northstowe

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cambourne 
and Cambridge via a northern approach 
into Cambridge would make it more ex-
pensive to build and operate and result in 
longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station location

Suggestion that a parkway station 
should be built at A1198/A428 junction 
at Caxton Gibbet to serve Cambourne 
and Papworth Everard residents. 

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Station location
Concern that this route doesn’t include 
a station at Bassingbourn hindering 
development in that area.

Comment noted. The location of a station 
in South Cambridgeshire is a key consider-
ation for us, which is why we have present-
ed two route options which service Cam-
bourne, and three which could potentially 
service Bassingbourn. 

Station location
Suggestion that more should be done 
for the route to serve Cardington and 
Shortstown areas

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station location

Suggestions that the route should run 
in tandem with the proposed Oxford 
to Cambridge expressway project and 
stations located accordingly.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Station location

Call for the route option to also provide 
stations at Waterbeach, Cambridge 
North, Cambridge Central and Cam-
bridge South. Also, Comberton, Barton, 
and Great Barford.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station location
Support for creating the proposed Wix-
ams station in place of Bedford South.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station location
Suggestions that having a station to the 
south of Cambourne wouldn’t be the 
best place.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Station location
Concerns raised over the increase in 
road traffic in Cambourne if station is 
located in the town.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report227  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station location

Concerns raised about the necessity 
of the route having a station in Cam-
bourne if the proposed metro goes 
ahead.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Station location
Comments about the economic boost a 
station at Cambourne would provide.

We recognise that new stations have the 
potential to provide an economic boost 
to an area, which is why we’ve asked for 
feedback on our five route options which 
serve a variety of places - to understand 
where people think they are best placed. 

Station location
Support for station in Cambourne and 
improving public transport links – spe-
cifically for the disabled.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
connecting public transport services, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 
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Station location

Support for station south of St. Neots, 
due to making north/south, east/west 
travel possible, but suggestions that this 
will only be a benefit if close to town. 

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Station location

Concerns over the relocation of Sandy 
station outside of town centre, impact 
on economy of town and also safety of 
passengers. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Station location

Concerns raised over the increase of 
traffic in Sandy if the station is moved 
outside of the town centre, especially 
to the north as commuters from other 
towns to south that use Sandy station 
will then have to go through centre of 
town. 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.    

Station location
Concerns over the impact of relocating 
Sandy station on villages of Potton and 
Gamlingay. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure, including necessary access to 
new stations, will be required to ensure 
that the full benefits of East West Rail can 
be realised. Once a preferred route has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Station location
Support for relocation of Sandy station 
over ease of access to residents of Blun-
ham, Tempsford and Everton.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Station location
Support for new station at Tempsford 
over relocating Sandy, due to spacing 
of stations on the route. 

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Station location

Questions over benefit of a new station 
at Tempsford and whether it’ll be the 
best option for utilising future develop-
ment.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Station location
Support for new station south of Bed-
ford supporting future housing develop-
ments, especially Wixams. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Concerns about the national network 
connectivity of Bedford South.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Station location

Concerns over accessibility to Bedford 
South station for residents in Bedford, 
especially those without their own pri-
vate transport. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Suggestions for the route to include 
Bedford Midland instead of a new sta-
tion at Bedford South.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station location
Suggestion that a shuttle link could 
be added between new Bedford South 
station and Bedford Midland.  

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide shut-
tle services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Station location

Concerns about impact on economy 
of town in Bedford South station if the 
station is built, deterring visitors from 
town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station location
Support for new Bedford South station 
as opinions that the existing Bedford 
Midland station is heavily congested. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station approach
Recognition of good journey times from 
Oxford to Cambridge.

Journey times are one of many factors we 
need to take into account when assess-
ing each route option. We will continue 
to assess, refine and update these as the 
project progresses.

Station approach
Strong concerns about project not con-
necting Bedford with Cambridge.

All of our route options connect Bedford 
with Cambridge, either via Bedford Mid-
land station, or via a new Bedford South 
station.

Station approach
Support for additional Bedford station 
being sited at Wixams.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report233  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station approach

Concerns about sufficient car park-
ing or park & ride options being made 
available for users of Bedford South and 
Sandy.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Station approach

Concerns that present parking capa-
bility at Bedford station is insufficient. 
Recognition that this route avoids wors-
ening this problem.

Station approach
Support for a new, fully accessible 
parkway station north of Sandy.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the pro-
ject progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station approach
Concerns about duplicating Metro 
connection between Cambourne and 
Cambridge.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Station approach

Preferences expressed for northerly ap-
proach into Cambridge, with East West 
Rail services terminating at Cambridge 
North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station approach
Recognition that northerly approach 
delivers huge benefits. 
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Station approach

Concerns that the onward route from 
Cambourne to a southern approach 
into Cambridge is environmentally dam-
aging.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Station approach

Benefit identified that the onward route 
from Cambourne would mean serving 
existing and planned communities north 
of Cambridge, including Waterbeach.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide ser-
vices to Waterbeach, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Station approach
Concerns about the clarity and validity 
of estimated costs of a northern ap-
proach.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 
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Station approach
Preference expressed for Cambourne 
station being sited north of A428.

We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of station loca-
tions, in developing proposed alignments 
for the railway.  

Station approach Support for route aligning with A428.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Station approach
Support for CamBedRailRoad route 
suggestion.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station approach
Observation that a northerly approach 
into Cambridge provides better oppor-
tunity for freight transport.
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Station approach

Suggestion that a southerly approach 
into Cambridge will provide better 
transport options for medical staff and 
patients at Addenbrookes and Pap-
worth sites, with the benefit of reducing 
traffic.

We believe that a southern approach into 
Cambridge is most optimal, which is why 
the consultation prioritised route options 
that approached from the south. Key rea-
sons for doing so were:
• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

Station approach
Concern about the route option not in-
cluding a new station at Wixams, to the 
detriment of Wixams residents.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.
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Station approach
Concerns that a southerly route fails to 
create a multi modal spine.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide other 
modes of transport, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 
We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering
Concern about the technical feasibility 
of building a Bedford South station.

Engineering
Argument that there is a missed oppor-
tunity to reduce freight traffic on roads 
by not connecting to Felixstowe.

Engineering
Freight may reduce road traffic on A14 if 
it is included on new railway lines.

Engineering

Suggestion that an interchange with the 
WCML north of Tempsford could enable 
grade separation, leading to freight 
opportunities to the east, west and the 
north.

Engineering
Belief that the route is beneficial to 
freight services.

Engineering
Concern about the noise pollution 
caused by freight services.
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Engineering

Suggestion that a single-level inter-
change with the ECML could be de-
veloped with room for new sidings 
and loops to allow the transference of 
freight.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
All route options create the opportunity to 
physically connect to the ECML for freight 
purposes, should this be adopted as part 
of the wider freight strategy. 

Engineering
Suggestion that there are increased 
opportunities for freight by connecting 
to MML.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering
Suggestion that the route could serve 
the logistics hub at Kempston Hardwick.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Engineering

Assertion that the existing infrastructure 
around the route is well suited to sup-
port a railway, when compared to the 
southern routes.

We recognise that regardless of which 
route option is selected as the preferred 
route option, supporting local infrastruc-
ture will be required to ensure that the full 
benefits of East West Rail can be realised. 
Once a preferred route option has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Engineering
Recognition that the route is longer and 
slower.

Noted, although this option would provide 
the equal second quickest journey time be-
tween Oxford and Cambridge, compared 
with the other five route options

Engineering
Support for the route as it is the short-
est, particularly for travel to the north of 
Cambridge.

Journey times are one of many factors we 
need to take into account when assess-
ing each route option. We will continue 
to assess, refine and update these as the 
project progresses.
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Engineering

Support for the route proposed by Cam 
Bed Rail Road due to the argument that 
a reversing move will not be required on 
the northern approach if a new chord is 
implemented.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Engineering
Concern about the cost of adding more 
tracks to the WAML south of Cam-
bridge.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  
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Engineering

Concern that the route would require 
purchase of land from multiple land-
owners, lengthening the construction 
timeline.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering

Concern that there will be a need to 
construct a rail tunnel under the M11 
and across the King’s Cross Line and 
A10, before connecting to the Foxton 
level crossing.  Concern that the pro-
posed branch from Shepreth is not 
technically feasible.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.

Engineering
Concern about the technical feasibil-
ity of the route due to the challenging 
topography to the north of the corridor.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will be considered as part of our 
further route analysis to select a preferred 
route option.

Engineering

Statements of support for this route for 
improving connectivity, with specific 
mentions for the A1, A428 Cambourne, 
Cambridge, south of Bedford, around 
the A421, technology parks, St Neots, 
ECML,  Tempsford, Cambridge Science 
Park, Anglian Water Recycling Centre 
development, Thameslink, and MML.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Engineering
Concerns about this route having poor 
connectivity with Bedford town centre. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Engineering
Belief that the routes connecting to 
Bedford South will be shorter.

We can’t provide exact journey times at 
the moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and 
the final alignment chosen. We are contin-
uing to explore how frequently East West 
Rail trains will run and the timetable that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route.  
 
Currently, rail journeys between communi-
ties in the area often require an expensive 
and time-consuming detour via London – 
if it is possible to make them at all. Intro-
ducing a direct connection will remove the 
need to travel via London, which we expect 
to reduce both journey time and cost. 
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Engineering
Suggestion that the route is more close-
ly aligned with existing infrastructure 
such as the A428.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Engineering
Concern about causing disruption to 
existing rail services.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Concern about the lack of rail capacity 
between Shepreth and Cambridge.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Concern that level crossings will need to 
be upgraded to mitigate road traffic.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.
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Engineering
Concern about the feasibility of con-
necting to the ECML, MML and of cross-
ing the A6 and A600.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
Recognition that fewer new rail tracks 
will need to be built, reducing disruption 
and environmental damage.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Engineering
Concern about the infrastructure 
required to support the construction of 
the route.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Engineering Support for electrified trains. We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   

Engineering
Concerns about interference with other 
signals from electric trains.
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Engineering
Suggestion to utilize the former Bedford 
& Cambridge Branch line.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Engineering

Suggestion to add a fifth railway line 
specifically to allow freight trains to 
park in busy parts of the network, as a 
precaution against delays.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering
Support for taking freight vehicles off 
the road.

Engineering
Concern about technical difficulty of 
construction problems through the Ouse 
Valley.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.
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Engineering

Concerns that this route would lead to 
the construction of more housing de-
velopments in Tempsford, which would 
stress the local road network. 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Engineering
Have regard for the need to upgrade 
and improve existing station at Sandy

Comment noted. If this route option is 
selected as our preferred route option, it 
could serve a new split-level station be-
tween Sandy and St Neots that could pro-
vide an interchange with the East Coast 
Main Line. This station could be a new 
(re-located) Sandy station slightly to the 
north of the existing station or a new sta-
tion further north.

Engineering
Belief that building new stations at Bed-
ford and Sandy are unnecessary.

Comment noted. We developed Route Op-
tion D in a way that East West Rail services 
would service the existing Bedford Midland 
and Sandy stations. 

Engineering
Suggestion that the route would be 
straighter if it connected to Cambridge 
North.

Comment noted. We will consider these 
factors as part of our further analysis in 
order to select a preferred route option.
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Engineering
Concern about duplication with the 
CAM and guided busway. 

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
and guided busway by bringing together 
local and inter-urban connectivity. East 
West Rail would provide a fast service to 
Cambridge city centre and employment 
opportunities to the south of Cambridge, 
while the proposed guided busway be-
tween Cambourne and Cambridge that 
could become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. The 
Metro could also make it easier for resi-
dents across the Cambridge area (includ-
ing to the east of Cambridge) to access 
East West Rail services from Cambridge 
(or Cambridge South) station, to travel to 
destinations across the Arc (e.g. Oxford, 
Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Engineering
Recognition that both the southern and 
northern approach into Cambridge 
present engineering challenges.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
Suggestion that the route should follow 
the existing guided busway.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Engineering
Recognition that the route would avoid 
duplication of the Royston to Cam-
bridge line.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Engineering

Concern that a reversing move and 
journey time penalty would be required 
for onward journeys to the east of Cam-
bridge.

Route option B involves a southern ap-
proach to Cambridge and therefore would 
not require such a reversing move. 

Engineering
Concern about possible disruption to 
the existing Oxford to Bedford service.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Concern regarding the potential disrup-
tion caused by quadrupling the existing 
tracks to the south of Cambridge.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering

Suggestion that the relocated Sandy 
station is constructed as a split-level 
station at the existing industrial site to 
the north of Sandy.

Comment noted. The specific site of a 
relocated Sandy station will be explored 
in greater detail after a preferred route 
option is selected, and if that route option 
requires the relocation of the station. 
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Engineering

Suggestion that Cambridge North sta-
tion could be developed as a transport 
hub allowing connection by foot bike, 
bus and car.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative Route

A number of respondents suggested 
changing the route to approach Cam-
bridge from the North, as it would make 
more sense in the context of the route 
option and serves a larger population 
and area of development.

Alternative Route

A number of respondents support the 
alternative route proposed by Cam Bed 
Rail Road, because: 
- a larger population would be served 
by the route 
- it would more closely follow the NPPF 
- it would support existing and planned 
new housing developments 
- it would still serve Cambridge south.
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Alternative Route

A number of respondents support the 
alternative route proposed by Cam Bed 
Rail Road, because a northern ap-
proach would cause fewer environmen-
tal impacts.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.



Route Option B

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report253  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Alternative Route

A number of respondents support the 
alternative route proposed by Cam Bed 
Rail Road, because there are affordable 
solutions to all of the engineering chal-
lenges of a northern approach.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should closely 
follow the planned A428 upgrade be-
cause it would help to facilitate freight 
services.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should closely 
follow the planned A428 upgrade 
because there would be less impact on 
agriculture.

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should closely 
follow the planned A428 upgrade be-
cause there is potential to share costs 
with the planned road upgrade.

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should closely 
follow the planned A428 upgrade be-
cause there is the potential to create a 
multi-modal transport corridor.

Alternative Route

Suggestion that the route should closely 
follow the planned A428 upgrade 
because it would support economic 
growth and the delivery of new housing, 
while also saving money and reducing 
environmental impact.
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Alternative Route
Argument that the route should serve St 
Neots and potentially use the existing St 
Neots station.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Alternative Route
Argument that the route should serve 
Bedford Midland.

Comment noted. We presented Route 
Option E as an alternative to Route Option 
B, with the former serving Bedford Midland 
rather than Bedford South. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the proposed station at 
Cambourne is moved to the north of the 
town.

Comment noted. The precise location of 
stations will be considered further after we 
have selected a preferred route option and 
begin developing a more detailed align-
ment. 
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Alternative Route
Concern that the current route does not 
follow NIC recommendations.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective pro-
jects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Alternative Route
Belief that going to the north of the 
corridor is unnecessary.

Comment noted. This route option sits 
within the route corridor between Oxford 
and Cambridge. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route go straight 
from Cambridge North to the existing 
Sandy station.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We appreciate your sugges-
tion, and welcome your feedback as part 
of this. 
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Alternative Route
Suggestion to make a route based on 
the first half of route D and the second 
half of route B.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative Route
Suggestion that a northern approach 
would reduce potential railway conges-
tion.

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Bourn, Huntingdon, St Ives and North-
stowe.

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should con-
nect to Bedford Midlands, which would 
offer larger economic benefits.

Comment noted. We presented Route 
Option E as an alternative to Route Option 
B, with the former serving Bedford Midland 
rather than Bedford South. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion to serve both Tempsford and 
the existing Sandy station.

Comment noted. As an alternative, both 
Route Options C and D have been devel-
oped to deliver this. 
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Alternative Route
Suggestion to study a wider range of 
route options between Stewartby and 
the A6.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We appreciate your sugges-
tion, and welcome your feedback as part 
of this. 

Alternative Route
Suggestion that the route should follow 
the A603.

If this route potion is selected as the pre-
ferred route option, a more precise route 
alignment will be developed and subse-
quently consulted on again, at a later 
date. 
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Cost

A number of respondents argued that 
the proposed Metro (CAM) and guided 
busway at Cambourne would not be 
necessary if this route was followed, 
which would save money for the region.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Cost

Argument that as it would duplicate the 
proposed Metro (CAM) and Cambridge 
Connect, the route is not cost effective 
and unnecessary.

Cost
Concern that the route option is too 
expensive and not cost effective.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report - and 
include matters such as cost and transport 
user benefits. The resulting five route op-
tions were deemed to have best addressed 
these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 
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Cost
Recognition that the route has a bal-
anced cost and can be considered 
relatively cheap.

Cost and overall affordability is one of five 
criteria with which we have, and will con-
tinue to assess each route option against. 
We understand that it is important that 
cost remains an active consideration, to 
ensure what we deliver provides value for 
money.

Cost
Concern that the indicative route cost is 
incorrect.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Belief that the route option offers the 
most value for money.

Cost and overall affordability is one of five 
criteria with which we have, and will con-
tinue to assess each route option against. 
We understand that it is important that 
cost remains an active consideration, to 
ensure what we deliver provides value for 
money.

Cost
Concern about the cost of relocating 
Sandy station.

The costs of station provision are relatively 
small and are not considered material to 
the assessment or comparison of route 
options against the ‘costs and overall 
affordability’ criterion on which views were 
sought through the consultation. We will 
continue to evaluate and update these 
costs as the project progresses.

Cost

Concern about the cost of building 
three new stations.  Argument that using 
the existing stations at Bedford Midland 
and Sandy would save money and is the 
more rational choice.

Comment noted. We have developed 
Route Option D in a way that would not 
require new stations at Bedford or Sandy. 
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Cost
Concern that choosing a route near ex-
isting housing will not gain the financial 
support of housebuilders.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 

Cost

Argument that there is a large demand 
for a station at Cambourne and the 
route would see a lot of use, which 
would generate a higher revenue.

Comment noted. We recognise the poten-
tial for growth in Cambourne, with two of 
our route options developed to serve the 
area. 

Cost
Statement that the indicative route cost 
is critical.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Concern that the proposed station at 
Bassingbourn has not been included in 
the indicative cost.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Cost
Recognition that the route cost is lower 
than route E, which also serves Cam-
bourne.

Route Option E could involve potentially 
complex interfaces with the Midland Main 
Line, which might include re-modelling or 
re-locating the existing Bedford mainte-
nance depot.
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Cost
Concern that the indicative route cost 
lacks sufficient detail and is only based 
on cursory figures.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Concern that the potential impact on 
existing infrastructure has not been 
included in the indicative route cost 

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Cost

Argument that as the route will dupli-
cate other planned transport schemes, 
East West Rail would not be able to 
generate sufficient revenue.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Cost
Statement of support due to the belief 
that fewer compulsory purchase orders 
(CPOs) will be required.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Cost
Suggestion that the route option cost 
could be reduced by aligning the route 
with the A428 upgrade.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.

Cost

Request for confirmation that the higher 
indicative cost is due to the challenging 
topography, requirements for freight 
services and maintenance of the line.

The varying estimated costs between each 
route option is due to a range of factors, 
including but not limited to existing station 
access, new station construction, topog-
raphy, and length. It is acknowledged 
however that Route Option B does have 
areas of challenging topography, which 
has been factored into its estimated cost. 

Cost

Suggestion that additional funding 
could be found through a Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or Section 106 
agreements.

We are continuing to explore the most 
appropriate funding model for this project, 
and will provide further updates as the 
project progresses.

Cost
Argument that if the route was selected 
it would be a waste of taxpayer money.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 
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Cost
Suggestion that there is good scope for 
private funding for this route option.

We are continuing to explore the most 
appropriate funding model for this project, 
and will provide further updates as the 
project progresses.

Cost
Concern for additional cost due to the 
crossing of Flood Zone 3.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Cost
Recognition that the indicative route 
cost is based on 2015 prices.

Comment noted. The costs presented in 
the consultation document are real values 
(adjusted for inflation) in 2015 prices, and 
do not account for discrepancies in price 
inflation between construction and the 
general economy. 

Cost
Assertion that the cost should not be 
a factor in selecting a preferred route 
option.

Cost and overall affordability is one of five 
criteria with which we have, and will con-
tinue to assess each route option against. 
It is important that cost remains a consid-
eration, to ensure what we deliver provides 
value for money.
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Cost
Concern regarding the cost of land 
acquisition.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 

Cost
Argument that there would be greater 
economic growth by connecting to Bed-
ford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Cost
Assertion that the original route would 
be the most cost-effective option.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Cost
Concern about the cost of new housing 
developments required to support the 
route.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. It is ultimately the 
responsibility of the scheme promoter or 
housing developer to manage the cost of 
new housing developments.
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Consultation
Request for more detail about the de-
pendency of the southern routes on the 
availability of Bassingbourn Barracks.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Consultation
Many expressed concern about the 
clarity of the route option consultation 
maps.

When consulting in January-March 2019, 
our focus was on the potential opportu-
nities and challenges for the broad areas 
where each of our five route options could 
travel (covering several kilometres in plac-
es), rather than looking at specific places 
or route alignments. We believe that the 
level of detail we provided was appropriate 
when considering these broad route areas.

Consultation
Concern that environmental challeng-
es have not been listed for the route 
option. 

Page 41 of the Technical Report presents 
a range of environmental challenges for 
each of the route options, including route 
option B.

Consultation
Concern that listed environmental chal-
lenges have been overstated.

After a preferred route option is chosen 
and a specific route alignment is devel-
oped, this will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion, including environmental challenges. 
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Consultation
Concern that there is not sufficient 
information to make a judgement on the 
five route options.

At this early stage of route option devel-
opment we are focussing on assessing the 
potential opportunities and challenges for 
the broader areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific route alignments.   
 
Once we’ve received all the feedback to 
our consultation, including the feedback 
from local authorities, the Department for 
Transport, Network Rail and other groups, 
we’ll be able to announce a preferred route 
option. It is at this point that we will de-
velop a specific route alignment in greater 
detail. This will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion and maps.

Consultation
Request for more information on the 
purpose of East West Rail and who it is 
intended to cater to.

Thank you for your request. Pages 6-8 
of the consultation document provided a 
high level summary of the East West Rail 
project, and our role in delivering it. More 
information about who we are and what 
we’re doing is available at www.eastwest-
rail.co.uk

Consultation
Concern that the questions asked in the 
feedback form were too ambiguous.

At this early stage of route option devel-
opment we are focussing on assessing the 
potential opportunities and challenges for 
the broader areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific route alignments. With this in 
mind, the consultation questions were kept 
intentionally broad, so as to not exclude or 
dissuade particular comments. 
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Consultation

Concern about the lack of information 
on the cost of the route, and concern 
that indicative costs in the technical 
reportare based on 2010 prices, when 
the UK was in recession.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Consultation
Concern that a full environmental as-
sessment is not available.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.
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Consultation
Concern that the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR) was not as a 
route option in the consultation.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, in-
creasing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Consultation
Concern that a northern approach was 
discounted from the consultation.

Consultation
Specific concern about the lack of 
detail regarding the relocation of Sandy 
station.

Comment noted. The precise location of 
stations will be considered further after we 
have selected a preferred route option and 
begin developing a more detailed align-
ment. 

Consultation
Request for more information in the dif-
ferences of each route into Bedford.

The Technical Report provides extra detail 
about the differences between each route 
option at key points, including Bedford.

Consultation

Observation that the technical re-
port states the route could branch at 
Shepreth, but this location is outside of 
the route option area on the map.

The technical report states that the route 
option could branch at Shepreth Junction, 
which is not located in Shepreth itself.
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Other
Suggestion that the project should have 
regard to the potential impact on Mul-
lard Radio Astronomy Observatory.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory.

Other
Concern about duplication with the 
Cambridge Connect project.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Other
Have regard for the A428 Black Cat to 
Caxton Gibbet upgrade.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.
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Other
Clarification needed on whether East 
West Rail will serve passengers or 
freight services.

East West Rail is being developed with the 
passenger at the forefront of its design. It 
will however make provision to accommo-
date freight operation, although the pre-
cise level of provision is still being finalised, 
based on an assessment of the market for 
freight and the benefits freight will bring 
and the cost to the taxpayer of making 
such provision. We will give further consid-
eration to this matter, including the needs 
of local communities and the benefits of 
reducing the use of roads to transport 
freight, in developing proposed alignments 
for the railway.  

Other
Argument that rail link between Bedford 
and Cambridge is not needed.

We believe that a rail link between Bedford 
and Cambridge is needed. Serving com-
munities across the area, it will bring faster 
journey times and lower transport costs, as 
well as easing pressure on local roads. 

Other

Belief that improving transport is not as 
necessary as it has been in the past, as 
there are now alternate forms of com-
munication.

Comment noted. While new and improved 
ways of communicating will influence peo-
ple’s travel behaviours to an extent, there 
still remains a demand for mass transport 
to connect people to places, people and 
attractions. 

Other
Concern that the five route options, in-
cluding this one, do not conform to any 
of the principles of the NPPF.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS).

Other

Argument that the five options present-
ed by East West Rail do not provide a 
solution to congestion in Cambridge 
and undermine the long-term growth of 
the CaMKOx arc, and therefore should 
be rejected.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Route Option B / Route Option C

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Other
Have regard for the South Cambridge-
shire local plan.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have taken these into account 
as part of our route option development 
process. We will continue to work with lo-
cal authorities as they develop and update 
their local plans. 

Other

Concern that there has not been 
enough collaboration and communi-
cation with the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership.

We are committed to working closely with 
local authorities and planning bodies. 
While we were at the early stages of our 
project during the January-March 2019 
consultation, we plan to continue exploring 
how we can best work with these types of 
agencies going forward, as our respective 
projects and priorities develop. 

Other
Argument that Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus should not be given any prefer-
ence to other Cambridge destinations.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Route Option C

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Many respondents are concerned about 
the impact on Wimpole Hall Estate and 
Avenue.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report274  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at St Mary’s Church, Whaddon.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at Moggerhanger Park.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at Hazell’s Hall.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at Cardington Airfield and Sheds.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at John O’Gaunt’s House.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at Houses of Knights Hospitallers: 
Preceptory of Shingay.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the impact on heritage 
sites at De Freville Manor.

Environment – Her-
itage - historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
ancient settlements in the area.
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Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Concern regarding the visual impact in 
the area, and belief that the project will 
blight the landscape.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment – 
Landscape - visual 
impact 

Suggestion to plant wet woodland to 
screen the embankments.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts.  Mat-
ters such as planting  will be considered in 
more detail as the preferred route align-
ment is developed
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Argument that the route option does 
not protect the environment, and will 
damage the surrounding countryside.  
Concern about destruction of the Green 
Belt.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Impacts on communities and changes to 
agricultural land will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern about the impact on unde-
veloped, open landscape, by failing to 
keep the route within a narrow corridor. 

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. A more 
precise preferred route alignment will be 
developed if this route option is selected. 
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern that the extra road traffic cre-
ated by rail users driving from Bedford 
to Bedford South would increase air 
pollution in the area, and that Bedford 
South station construction would cause 
greater disruption to the environment.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality and impacts arising 
from construction of the scheme will be 
considered in these assessments. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Assertion that the route avoids environ-
mental challenges.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Concern regarding the route’s impact 
on climate change and increased air 
pollution.  Specific concern about the 
environmental impacts of diesel trains.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality and the climate 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Specific concern regarding habitation 
fragmentation and habitat loss.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including impacts 
arising from habitat fragmentation, will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Argument that net gains in biodiversity 
must be achieved, as recommended by 
the NPPF (paragraphs 170d and 174b).

We recognise the importance of biodiversi-
ty and support the government’s policy on 
biodiversity net gain. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
 
As part of this, we have committed to 
delivering biodiversity net gain - which 
requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development - 
along the Arc. This approach supports the 
Government’s 25-year Environment Plan.  
Biodiversity features, including SSSIs, will 
be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

A number of consultees argue that the 
length of the route will increase the en-
vironmental impacts of the project.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Sandy Heath.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments. 

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Ouse Valley.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
RSPB Sandy and local birds.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Biggleswade Common.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Royston Heath.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Shepreth Wildlife Park.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Greensand Ridge.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Litlington Conservation Area.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Sandy Disused Railway CWS.
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Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Chelonia (Toroise, Terrapin, Turtle).

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Marsh harriers.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Little Owls.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Bats.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Natterjack Toads.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
Nightjars.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the local wildlife/biodiversity including 
European Otters.

Environment – Na-
ture - environmen-
tal impact 

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the SSSI site at Sandy Warren.
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Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the Great River Ouse.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The impact on water courses will be con-
sidered as part of these assessments. 

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the River Shep.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
the River Rhee.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
local chalk streams.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that the impact of land-take 
will increase rainwater run-off in flat 
areas, leading to a greater risk of flood-
ing. We’re committed to protecting the envi-

ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
floodplain, and areas with a high risk of 
flooding at Tempsford.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
floodplain, and areas with a high risk of 
flooding at Whaddon.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
floodplain, and areas with a high risk of 
flooding at Barrington.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
floodplain, and areas with a high risk of 
flooding at Bassingbourn MOD.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Have regard for the potential impact on 
floodplain, and areas with a high risk of 
flooding at Bedford South.
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Environment - 
ancient woodland/
woodland specific

Have regard for the impact on ancient 
woodlands.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Impacts to Ancient Woodlands will be con-
sidered as part of these assessments. 

Transport
Assertion that a fast bus route would 
be more beneficial to Cambridge city 
centre and Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide bus 
services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks.  

Transport
Belief that the route is shorter and will 
reduce journey times.

Journey times are one of many factors we 
need to take into account when assess-
ing each route option. We will continue 
to assess, refine and update these as the 
project progresses.



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report284  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Have regard for planned transport infra-
structure in the area, including the pro-
posed expressway

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
Have regard for planned transport infra-
structure in the area, including the future 
guided busway.

The northern part of the preferred route 
corridor through South Cambridgeshire 
could have multi-modal opportunities via 
the proposed Cambridge-Cambourne 
guided busway and Cambridge Autono-
mous Metro.  
 
We will take into account the potential 
for these schemes (and any others which 
come to our attention) to affect passen-
ger demand and value for money (either 
positively or negatively) as part of further 
work being undertaken to support a route 
decision. 

Transport
Have regard for planned transport infra-
structure in the area, including the Cam-
bridge Autonomous Metro (CAM).

Transport
Have regard for planned transport infra-
structure in the area, including the Cam-
bridge Connect Scheme.

Transport

Concern about the impact on cyclists and 
cycle paths. Suggestion that the project 
must promote walking, cycling and public 
transport use.  Also have regard for foot-
baths and bridleways.

We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.
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Transport
Concern that the route would lead to lon-
ger journey times.

Comment noted. While this route option 
has the equal longest journey time be-
tween Bedford and Cambridge (27 min-
utes), this is only 4 minutes slower than the 
fastest journey time (Route Option A - 23 
minutes).

Transport
Argument that the south has less existing 
infrastructure than the north so would 
benefit more from the project.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Transport
Concern regarding the route’s impact on 
disabled passengers.

Comment noted. Accessibility to both 
our services and infrastructure will be a 
key consideration as we progress to the 
detailed design phase. 

Transport
Argument that the route will duplicate the 
A428/A421 upgrades and therefore will not 
produce any additional benefits.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Transport
Statement of support for park and ride ser-
vices in Cambridge.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Socio economic
Concern regarding the cost of relocating 
properties and businesses in the area.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 
 
If compulsory acquisition powers are in-
cluded, the statutory Compensation Code 
would then apply to any affected proper-
ties. 
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Socio economic

A number of consultees expressed con-
cern regarding new housing developments 
around Bassingbourn, and the impact 
this would have on existing infrastructure.  
Concern that Bassingbourn will become a 
commuter town for London.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Suggestion to provide new housing devel-
opments close to the stations on the route 
for commuters, to reduce pollution and 
congestion.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic
Assertion that the route option offers no 
benefit as the area is already served by 
rail.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. The majority of these 
journeys would not be possible without 
East West Rail.

Socio economic

Statement of support that by routing the 
line through open countryside at Bassing-
bourn, there will be less impact on existing 
housing developments.

Precise alignments will be explored in 
greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Recognition that the route is consistent 
with the Government’s aim to deliver one 
million new homes to the CaMKOx Arc.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Socio economic
Concern that the route would cut of 
south Cambridgeshire from north Cam-
bridgeshire.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Socio economic
Concern that the route will have a nega-
tive impact on agriculture in the area.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Assertion that Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus should not be prioritized over oth-
er key destinations in Cambridge.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being brought forward by Network 
Rail as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Socio economic
Concern regarding noise pollution in the 
area.  Have regard for the WHO 2018 Noise 
Guidelines.

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to man-
age noise and vibration effectively to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life as far as possible. 

Socio economic
Assertion that Bassingbourn MOD will 
not be sold for development and will be 
reopened.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern that the route will have a nega-
tive impact on agriculture in the area.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The socio-economic impact of the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Socio economic
Concern regarding noise pollution in the 
area.  Have regard for the WHO 2018 Noise 
Guidelines.

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to man-
age noise and vibration effectively to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life as far as possible. 

Socio economic
A concern was raised regarding the poten-
tial for trains to use the loop at 100mph.

Line speeds at junctions will be determined 
based on an appraisal of cost, engineering 
feasibility, and operational requirements.

Socio economic
A concern that any benefits from a new 
town at Bassingbourn would not be real-
ised for 20-30 years.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 
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Socio economic

A suggestion that if Route C is identified as 
the preferred option, further consideration 
should be given to improving the acces-
sibility of the communities at Shortstown 
and Cardington, either by locating a 
new ‘station/halt’ on land to the south, or 
through the provision of a strategic cycle/
pedestrian link to connect the existing 
communities to a new station south of 
Bedford. In this regard, a combined cycle/
pedestrian link could be included to run 
parallel with the selected rail corridor and 
potentially be delivered as an integral part 
of the same Development Consent Order 
(DCO). Additional funding could also be 
secured either through the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or section 106 in 
accordance with Local Plan policies.

Comment noted. These matters will be 
considered in greater detail after we have 
selected a preferred route option and as 
we moved towards developing a preferred 
route alignment. 

Socio economic
Bassingbourn is already well served by 
both Meldreth and Royston stations.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the 
existing Royston and Meldreth stations. 
However, a new East West Rail station 
at Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
other places further west, including Bed-
ford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as 
better onward connectivity to places out-
side of the Arc such as the East Midlands. 
Residents would continue to be able to use 
Royston and Meldreth stations to travel 
south towards London.

Socio economic
Comments of support were received for 
this Route option, recognising that is will 
provide Bassingbourn with transport links.

We believe that this route option will pro-
vide Bassingbourn with improved transport 
links, if it is selected as our preferred route 
option. 
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Socio economic
Comments recognised that the Route will 
utilise the Bassingbourn MoD site well.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Socio economic
Comments were made that the Route con-
nects fewer population centres than other 
northern routes.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic

Comments were received suggesting that 
housing was needed close to Bedford and 
that this route provides an option for de-
veloping Wixams.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio economic

Comments were received supporting 
development at Tempsford as there are 
currently very few local facilities to support 
housing growth.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic

Comments were received supporting the 
Route based on the open countryside 
around Bassingbourn, with limited impact 
on existing settlements.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic
Concern was raised that the Route, and a 
new station at Bedford south, misses Bed-
ford, which minimises benefit to the town.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic
Concern was raised regarding the impact 
on the Grade 1 Wimpole Hall and the RSPB 
reserve at Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Socio economic
Concern regarding how far south the A421 
will be impacted.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Socio economic
Concern regarding noise created between 
Great Barford and Blunham due to the 
high land elevation.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to noise arising from the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 
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Socio economic

Concern regarding putting a line be-
tween the A421 and Cotton End as a huge 
amount of housing has been developed 
here (New Cardington). Also, that Short-
stown already suffers with noise from the 
A421 and development would add another 
blight to the listed airship shed landmark, 
already suffering from close housing 
development. The farming land south of 
Cardington also has wooded patches that 
support a huge amount of wildlife includ-
ing bats and owls.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
These assessments will consider the inter-
action with existing developments. 

Socio economic
Concern regarding the impact on Temps-
ford, particularly the historic town and 
airfield.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report296  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern regarding the possibility of com-
munities being divided with no provision 
for level crossings, particularly Meldreth 
and Orwell.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. Where required, 
an assessment of the impacts on commu-
nities and traffic, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
Concern regarding the unsustainable de-
velopment of Tempsford unlocked by a new 
station at Tempsford.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  
 
As part of this, we are aware that land in 
the Tempsford area has previously been 
considered for development by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and there are exist-
ing plans for St Neots to expand south-
wards. We therefore sought views through 
the consultation on whether route options 
C and D could support plans for growth 
in this area. Routes C and D would also 
enable East West Rail to directly serve the 
existing Sandy station.
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Socio economic
Concern that A1198 is already very busy 
at peak times could not cope with a new 
station and so many new homes.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Socio economic

Concern that  this Route is likely to con-
siderably reduce options to travel North / 
South from East West Rail on the Midland 
Mainline due to the requirement for an 
additional change south of Bedford; and 
because Bedford Midland cannot offer a 
concentration of services, the East Mid-
lands operator will be disincentivised from 
serving Bedford with services other than 
London to Corby.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

Concern that Bassingbourn would become 
a dormitory town for London and not stim-
ulate economic growth along the northern 
arc.

East West Rail will support towns and cities 
across the arc, by making it easier for peo-
ple to commute to a range of potential ar-
eas of employment, including Cambridge. 
While some existing residents of the area 
might continue to travel to London for 
work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.
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Socio economic
Concern that Bassingbourn development 
will increase commuting to London and not 
Cambridge.  

East West Rail will support towns and cities 
across the arc, by making it easier for peo-
ple to commute to a range of potential ar-
eas of employment, including Cambridge. 
While some existing residents of the area 
might continue to travel to London for 
work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.

Socio economic

Concern that developing Tempsford has 
already been rejected when the A428 
dualling was consulted on.  Concern that 
if trapped between the A1 and existing 
line, its risks being a community divided as 
already seen in Beeston and Wyboston.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station. 
 
Regarding the division of communities, 
we are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 
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Socio economic

Concern that development at Bassing-
bourn Barracks would become a London 
overspill area and totally change the char-
acter of the area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

Concern that development at Bassing-
bourn is speculative and if not proceeding 
would have a substantive impact on the 
economic benefits of the route.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Socio economic
Concern that it was unclear where eco-
nomic growth of this route would come 
from without Bassingbourn. 

Route Option C could support significant 
additional housing to the south of Bedford 
(aligned with the recent strategic alloca-
tion of land at Wixams). Initial analysis 
indicates that route options 
serving a new station south of Bedford 
would generate slightly greater increases 
in jobs and productivity than routes serv-
ing Bedford Midland due to faster journey 
times across the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. 
Further, a new station in the broad area 
around Tempsford could support signifi-
cant additional housing and 
would align with the previous consider-
ation of land 
for development around Tempsford.

Socio economic

Concern that passengers changing from 
Bedford Midland, having to travel to Bed-
ford South is environmentally damaging 
and will increase commute times for pas-
sengers travelling from Bedford to London.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic
Concern that regarding the impact of 
expanding Bedford. 

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

Concern that route C, along with A and D, 
do not provide material transport bene-
fits to the existing populations in or to the 
villages to the east of Bassingbourn, all of 
which are already served by Royston and 
other stations. These routes offer much 
less economic or environmental benefit 
than routes B and E which would serve 
larger current populations and have a 
more meaningful environmental impact 
from reduced car journeys.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
 
 
We also recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to the 
existing Royston station. However, a new 
East West Rail station at Bassingbourn 
would offer residents improved connectiv-
ity to Cambridge and other places further 
west, including Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such 
as the East Midlands. Residents would con-
tinue to be able to use Royston station to 
travel south towards London.
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Socio economic

Concern that Route C, along with Route 
A should only be considered if there is 
commitment to develop Bassingbourn 
Barracks.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.
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Socio economic

Concern that routes A, B and C would fail 
to meet the east-west travel needs of most 
residents in the most populous communi-
ties of Bedford Borough i.e. north of the 
River Great Ouse.  They also represent 
a lost opportunity to tap more effective-
ly into the largest markets for east-west 
travel in this sector other than Cambridge, 
namely Bedford, St Neots and Cambourne 
(given that populations in East Beds would 
be accommodated in one way or another 
by all routes).

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation. 
 
Regarding St Neots, while St Neots is just 
to the north of the preferred route corridor, 
several of the route options that we are 
considering could provide for a new sta-
tion just to the south of St Neots or in the 
area around Tempsford. For all our route 
options, passengers travelling to or from St 
Neots town centre would be able to inter-
change onto East West Rail services via a 
short journey on north-south Thameslink 
services along the East Coast Main Line. 
 
Regarding Cambourne, we recognise the 
size and potential for growth in the area, 
which is why two of our route options (B 
and E) are proposed to service it. 
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Socio economic
Concern that the community and charac-
ter of Bassingbourn would be overtaken by 
urbanisation.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.   
 
Impacts on communities will be considered 
as part of these environmental assess-
ments.

Socio economic
Concern that the area is already served 
by a high-speed London to Cambridge rail 
link and the Route offers no benefit.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Socio economic
Concern that the cost of a new station at 
Bassingbourn has been omitted from the 
cost projections.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost 
estimates presented in the consultation 
given the uncertainty about whether the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn could be de-
veloped for housing. However, the costs 
of a station are relatively small and is not 
considered material to the assessment of 
route options against the ‘costs and overall 
affordability’ criterion on which views were 
sought through the consultation.
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Socio economic

Concern that the development of Bassing-
bourn will require large upgrades to the 
existing road network and place unac-
ceptable strain on Royston Station where 
London bound trains stop.

Comment noted. We will continue to 
collaborate with Highways England and 
transport operators to ensure that our 
respective projects, services and facilities 
best connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Socio economic
Concern that the route duplicates existing 
rail line from Sandy to Cambridge.

Thank you for your feedback, however 
there is currently no direct commuter rail 
line between Sandy and Cambridge. 

Socio economic
Concern that the route duplicates the ex-
isting service to Foxton, Shepreth, Meldreth 
and Royston while requiring rail dualling.

All of the route options shortlisted for 
consultation approach Cambridge from 
the south by connecting to the West 
Anglia Main Line either at or slightly to 
the north of Shepreth Junction (where 
the Hitchin-Cambridge and West Anglia 
lines meet) or to the south of Great Shel-
ford. The precise point where the lines will 
connect will be explored in greater detail 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then in developing a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic
Concern that the Route offers very little 
benefit for local people, which carrying all 
the disadvantage of development.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and exist-
ing rail users along the route, including 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
other places further west, such as Bedford, 
Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as bet-
ter onward connectivity to places outside 
of the Arc such as the East Midlands.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern that the route serves no existing 
settlements and relies on the speculative 
closing of the Bassingbourn Barracks for 
housing. It leaves existing traffic hotspots 
around the A428 completely ignored and 
fails to provide for new developments 
in and around Cambourne, Papworth, 
Bourne. It would also most likely add to 
congestion closer to the A505 for which 
measures to alleviate have not been cost-
ed. 

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 
 
Regarding Bassingbourn, the National 
Infrastructure Commission identified an 
opportunity to develop the MoD site at 
Bassingbourn for housing, given its close 
proximity to Cambridge and the potential 
to benefit from the east-west connectiv-
ity provided by East West Rail. While it is 
ultimately a matter for the local planning 
authority to decide whether the site is de-
veloped for housing, we intend to use the 
feedback to the consultation and our fur-
ther engagement with the MoD to inform 
our views on the prospects for develop-
ment in the Bassingbourn area, that could 
be supported by East West Rail. 
 
Regarding the potential for congestion, as 
part of our work to select a preferred route 
option and, subsequently, a preferred 
alignment for the railway, we will continue 
to work with Highways England and local 
highway and traffic authorities to identify 
ways we can avoid, minimise or mitigate 
potential negative impacts of new stations.  
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern that the Route will blight Temps-
ford Church End which is already sur-
rounded on three sides by railway.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Socio economic

Concern that the Route will have negative 
impact on the economic potential for the 
centre of Bedford, which would also slow 
growth to the south of the town.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic
Concern that there will be no benefit of the 
route if Bassingbourn Barracks does not 
get developed.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Socio economic
Concern that this Route will lead for in-
creased issues with noise south of Bassing-
bourn. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to noise arising from the scheme 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern was expressed regarding the 
opportunity for future development at 
Bassingbourn.  It was suggested that the 
driver for this Route would be encouraging 
housing growth at Bassingbourn Barracks.  
It was also suggested that any future de-
velopment at Bassingbourn Barracks would 
be speculative and that should not drive 
the planning of a future rail line.  Com-
ments were also received suggesting that 
Bassingbourn Barracks is not available for 
future development as its owner, the MoD 
will continue to use the site for its own 
purposes.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic

Concern was made regarding the need for 
a new station at Tempsford and that the 
existing Sandy station would benefit both 
Sandy and Biggleswade.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic

Concern was made regarding the visu-
al impact of a major new settlement at 
Bassingbourn,  impacting the views from 
Royston Heath and environment for people 
already living in and near Royston.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Socio economic
Concern was raised about any potential 
impact on Cardington sheds which may 
infringe on their historical importance.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Socio economic

Concern was raised for Route C, along 
with Routes A and D that they do not con-
nect with the proposed Expressway and 
form a multi modal corridor and that the 
Route will lose the versatility and potential 
of Cambridge North as a transport hub 
and interchange.

 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding any as-
sumption that people who live in Bassing-
bourn will want to work in Oxford, when 
it is more likely they will work in London, 
which will not have a connection to Lon-
don.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the arc, by making it easi-
er for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some existing residents 
of Bassingbourn might continue to travel 
to London for work from Royston station, 
others might be expected to take ad-
vantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concern was raised regarding any impact 
on Wimpole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding develop-
ment of Bedford Midland station in that it 
is already overcrowded and has conges-
tion.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Concern was raised regarding potential 
impact on small, rural villages such as 
Elstow, Cotton End and Cardington.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the loop-
ing required just to allow a new station at 
Tempsford and using the old Sandy station 
and do passenger numbers warrant the 
two stops so close together?

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the village 
of Sutton; in that it was not marked on 
the map and there should be regard for 
preserving it.

When consulting in January-March 2019, 
our focus was on the potential opportu-
nities and challenges for the broad areas 
where each of our five route options could 
travel (covering several kilometres in plac-
es), rather than looking at specific places 
or route alignments. We believe that the 
level of detail we provided was appropriate 
when considering these broad route areas. 
 
After a preferred route option is chosen 
and a specific route alignment is devel-
oped, this will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed maps.

Socio economic

Concern was raised that all the options 
that envisage the possible creation of a 
new town on Bassingbourn Barracks as-
sume that the A1198 is “Lightly Trafficked”. 
This seems inconsistent with sometimes 
significant delays at the Royston round-
about during morning rush hours. Any pro-
posal should include measures to alleviate 
traffic problems on the A1198. 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Concern was raised that the route to 
Bedford is cross-country or via Letchworth.  
Therefore, businesses would not be as 
attracted to Bassingbourn as they would 
be to Cambourne with links to the new ex-
pressway and across to the A14 to access 
ports.

The five route options presented during the 
consultation were selected because they 
performed best against key criteria.  
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options and compare them 
against each other, including on the issue 
of business connectivity. 

Socio economic
Concern was raised that the Route does 
not serve new centres of population along 
the A428 corridor.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 

Socio economic
Concern was raised that the route should 
not depend on speculative development at 
Bassingbourn Barracks.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Socio economic

Concern was raised that the route will 
create a division across South Cam-
bridgeshire making it difficult to access 
local villages and amenities and forcing 
local workers to commute via the already 
over congested A10 rather than the A603 
- which will not support economic growth 
for businesses based in the Science Parks 
around the city.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Socio economic

Concern was raised that the Route will 
miss an opportunity to reduce emissions 
and improve air quality by taking traffic 
off roads and onto freight routes from 
Felixstowe to Cambridge.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. While freight routes further 
afield are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Socio economic
Concern was raised that this is a very indi-
rect route and the longest route.

Comment noted. While this route option 
has the equal longest journey time be-
tween Bedford and Cambridge (27 min-
utes), this is only 4 minutes slower than the 
fastest journey time (Route Option A - 23 
minutes).

Socio economic

Concern were raised that the Route does 
not link transport to existing settlements 
across South Cambridgeshire including 
Cambourne and Bourne Airfield.  Many 
respondents highlighted that the Route 
served a limited number of settlements and 
that future housing growth opportunities 
were also limited.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report315  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
Concerns were given that a new station at 
Tempsford will have a negative impact on 
Sandy station.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station 
- enhancing connectivity between the two 
towns. 

Socio economic
Concerns were raised about noise and 
emissions pollution close to communities. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Changes to noise and emission levels aris-
ing from the scheme will be considered as 
part of these assessments. 
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Socio economic
Concerns were raised regarding any future 
level crossings that have the potential to 
split rural communities.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line.   
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. Where required, 
an assessment of the impacts on commu-
nities and traffic, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
Concerns were raised regarding environ-
mental issues at Tempsford. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Socio economic
Concerns were raised regarding the im-
pact on Blunham and disruption to farm-
land.
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Socio economic
Concerns were raised that development 
around Bassingbourn would place consid-
erable pressure on local infrastructure.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Concerns were raised that the Route does 
not support known economic growth the 
north and west of Cambridge, particular-
ly Cambourne, Northstowe and St Neots.  
Alongside this, it was raised that existing 
traffic congestion for these communities 
is poor and the proposed guided bus will 
not alleviate the future traffic requirements 
likely from these growing communities.  
This in turn will have an environmental 
impact.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Socio economic
Concern regarding the impact on Big-
gleswade Common.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Socio economic
Concern that all impacts on all protected 
wildlife sites in the area on the Route. 

Socio economic
Concern that the Route does not facilitate 
easy access to the centre of Bedford for 
local people.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the poten-
tial for large new housing developments at 
Tempsford and the lack of ability for local 
roads to cater for the increased traffic it 
will generate.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding the poten-
tial impact on roads around Addenbrookes 
Hospital, reducing access and ability to 
access hospital.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts

Socio economic

Concern was raised that if development 
were to go ahead at Bassingbourn, there is 
already a nearby station at Royston and a 
station at Bassingbourn would appear to 
have no benefit. 

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Socio economic
Concern was raised that the Route did not 
include Bedford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Have regard for the wildlife at the zoo 
at Shepreth and the view from Royston 
Heath.  

We will take this into account as we further 
analyse each of our five route options. 
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Socio economic

Concern was raised regarding a new via-
duct near to Wimpole Hall.  It was suggest-
ed that plans proposed include a high-level 
viaduct 1 km long across the Barracks and 
A1198, with a 1 km ramp at either end, a 
raised track of 3 kms in total, in full view 
of Wimpole Hall whose historic Grade 1 
Avenue could be bisected. This will infringe 
on the Wimpole Avenue and the views from 
the Hall. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a landscape and visual 
assessment, will be carried out and the 
results presented within the ES.

Socio economic

It was highlighted that Routes C and D will 
have high engineering impact on Sandy 
and some local villages, high degrees of 
severance through new development with 
signifi cant engineering complexity and less 
potential for economic growth and hous-
ing.

Comment noted. Technical and safety as-
pects, as well as the impact on local con-
nectivity, will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.

Socio economic

It was highlighted that the main thrust of 
the local plan is to provide new settlements 
in four main new settlements and there 
is little provision for infrastructure in the 
south of the district around Bassingbourn 
Barracks.  It was raised that this would be 
a significant added cost and this proposal 
is therefore not in accordance with the 
adopted local plan. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic
It was highlighted that the route keeps 
Sandy Station functional.

Route options C and D were designed to 
enable East West Rail to directly serve the 
existing Sandy station.
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Socio economic

It was highlighted that Bassingbourn 
barracks have just reopened, having been 
closed since 2014. Investment to ensure 
they are fit for purpose is currently tak-
ing place, a Base Commander is in post 
and the first units are taking residence. 
They will be followed by other units in due 
course by 2021. The barracks has re-
opened as part of the Defence Estates re-
view announced in September 2016 which 
will allow the closure of other establish-
ments. The recent announcements on 28th 
February by the Defence Minister signalled 
that base closures are being slowed down 
and in five cases, stopped altogether. It 
was suggested that Bassingbourn now has 
a strong future and is not a candidate for 
closure for the foreseeable future. Concern 
expressed that redevelopment of Bassing-
bourn Barracks for housing appears to be 
a keystone of proposals relating to options 
A, C and D.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic

It was raised that land to the south and 
east of New Cardington, includes two 
grade 2 listed airship Sheds, one of which 
has recently been comprehensively refur-
bished and has extant planning permission 
for Class B land uses. The listed Sheds are 
currently fully utilised for various com-
mercial uses, including film and television 
production and therefore it is essential that 
any future route option for East West Rail 
has due regard to the existing utilisation of 
the sheds and future development poten-
tial of the surrounding land to the south, 
east and west. Land further east and south 
of the listed sheds has partially implement-
ed planning permissions for a Spine Road 
that would serve circa 670 homes and as-
sociated infrastructure, public open space 
and an extensive ecological management 
area.

Comment noted. Scheme development will 
give consideration to current land uses and 
committed developments. 
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Socio economic
It was raised that development of Bass-
ingbourn is not in the Local Plan and is 
speculative.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic

It was raised that Route C avoids populat-
ed areas and concerns raised that if East 
West Rail’s priority is to minimise travel 
time between Cambridge and Oxford, this 
misses opportunities to connect existing 
populations which in turn will reduce reli-
ance on cars and trucks.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 
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Socio economic
It was raised that Sandy already has pollu-
tion issues and additional diesel trains will 
reduce air quality further.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Impacts to air quality will be considered as 
part of these. 

Socio economic

It was raised that the Route appears 
to service an area that already has rail 
provision, particularly via Royston station, 
which provides connection to London and 
Cambridge.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.
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Socio economic
It was recognised that the Route will create 
housing growth for Tempsford and Bass-
ingbourn.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

It was recognised that the Route would 
allow for development opportunity around 
Bassingbourn and would serve housing 
development around Tempsford. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that the Route will avoid 
disruption that would arise from develop-
ment of Bedford Midland and ease com-
muter pressure on the station.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that a connection to the 
West Coast Main Line should be made to 
the south of Little Shelford, which is on 
open farmland and distanced from existing 
settlements.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that a new settlement 
of 30,000 houses (43,000, as stated the 
Steer, Davies and Gleave Nov 2017 report 
for NIC), centred on, but in reality extend-
ing significantly beyond Bassingbourn 
MOD barracks, would be economically and 
environmentally disastrous for the whole of 
South Cambridgeshire and the Cambridge 
city region due to a lack of road infrastruc-
ture and the likelihood that Bassingbourn 
commuters will use the existing Royston 
station to connect to London. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed. 
 
Regarding London commuting, East West 
Rail will support towns and cities across 
the arc, by making it easier for people to 
commute to a range of potential areas of 
employment, including Cambridge. While 
some existing residents might continue to 
travel to London for work, others might 
be expected to take advantage of the 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
places further west across the Arc (e.g. 
Bedford and Milton Keynes). New patterns 
of travel are likely to emerge as East West 
Rail supports opportunities for growth and 
new homes.

Socio economic

It was suggested that a new station at 
Tempsford and Bassingbourn will increase 
growth and will assist in the ongoing road 
improvement.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that a new station at 
Wixams will provide an alternative to the 
already congested Bedford Midland sta-
tion.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

It was suggested that a new station at 
Bassingbourn will be useful for commuters 
from South Cambridgeshire into Cam-
bridge and relieve pressure on smaller 
stations at Shepreth. 

A new East West Rail station at Bassing-
bourn would also offer residents improved 
connectivity to Cambridge and other 
places further west, including Bedford, Mil-
ton Keynes and Oxford, as well as better 
onward connectivity to places outside of 
the Arc such as the East Midlands. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that a new Tempsford 
station could help take pressure off car 
parking at Sandy and it could be used by 
residents north of Sandy.

We believe that by placing a station 
between Sandy and St Neots, this has the 
potential to attract new rail users, and 
ease pressure on existing stations. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that a shuttle bus to 
Royston would meet Bassingbourn’s future 
needs for London commuters and remove 
the requirement for a new station.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that a station at Cam-
bourne will stimulate additional housing 
development equal or in excess of what 
is structurally possible at Bassingbourn, 
which does not have the infrastructure to 
support a new station.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
IT was suggested that additional hous-
ing growth could be facilitated within the 
A505/A10 Baldock to Cambridge corridor.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

It was suggested that an interchange with 
Thameslink should be located at Wixams, 
where a site has been identified and a de-
veloper contribution has been promised.  A 
Bedford south station will lose this advan-
tage and not be accessible on foot from 
the new Wixams settlement.  Concern that 
new residents to Wixams understood that 
a new station would not be around 2km to 
the north.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that Bassingbourn 
airfield is of strategic importance as a 
continuing airfield for defence, and due to 
its proximity to three commercial airfields 
(Luton, Heathrow and Stansted) it is also 
important as an emergency landing strip.  

We will engage closely with local stake-
holders on locally and nationally signif-
icant matters such as this, and take this 
into account, before a preferred route 
option is selected. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that demand for new 
housing at Bassingbourn would be taken 
by for London commuters travelling via 
Royston.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic

It was suggested that development at 
Bassingbourn provides no economic bene-
fit to the area and is unlikely to result in a 
reduction in road journeys.

Noted, however future growth plans are 
ultimately a matter for local authorities to 
decide. We have, and will continue to work 
closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents.

Socio economic

It was suggested that developments 
south of Bedford such as The Wixams, 
Shortstown and Cardington would ben-
efit greatly from East West Rail. These 
areas south of Bedford are ripe for further 
development, and with the goal of housing 
growth, Bedford has the chance to double 
in size to the south via this Route option.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that given the major 
housing developments in Wixams and to 
the South of Bedford, a new Bedford south 
station would be a substantial benefit to 
those areas, and help to reduce pressure 
on Bedford station, including the major 
traffic and car parking pressures.  Ideally 
London to Bedford Thameslink timetables 
would be revised to link with East West 
trains arriving at the new station, thereby 
causing minimal delay for journeys to the 
current Bedford station. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

It was suggested that infrastructure 
around a new town at Tempsford will need 
a lot of investment and upgrading before 
construction can begin. With present 
roads, a Tempsford station is barely usable 
to residents of Waresley.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

It was suggested that more evidence 
was required to support the route option 
regarding economic benefits to the local 
area, particularly Royston.

The costs and economic benefits presented 
during consultation were indicative, and  
sought to allow people to form broad views 
about each route option, at an early stage 
of project development. These included 
appropriately high levels of contingency 
and optimism bias. We will continue to 
refine these costs as we move towards se-
lecting a preferred route option, and then 
onto a more precise alignment, when more 
granular information becomes available. 
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Socio economic

It was suggested that people from Hert-
fordshire and Bedfordshire can already 
access central Cambridge by train via 
the Sandy/Royston quicker and cheaper 
than by bus from Cambourne. This route 
proposed route is suggested as being 
duplication.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such 
as the East Midlands. While some people 
across the route corridor may already 
have access to existing transport services, 
owing to its length, East West Rail has the 
potential to compliment these services, 
and offer new and improved journeys. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that provision of a new 
station in the Tempsford area would 
enhance accessibility and delivery of any 
new settlement at Tempsford and encour-
age modal switch to rail for some jour-
neys that might otherwise use the nearby 
Expressway.

We believe that by placing a station 
between Sandy and St Neots, this has the 
potential to attract new rail users, and 
ease pressure on existing stations. 

Socio economic
It was suggested that Route C had the 
best potential to support areas of large-
scale growth.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that Route C supports 
development around the Tempsford area, 
however it does not unlock the future 
potential between Tempsford and Cam-
bourne and has a negative impact on the 
rural communities between Sandy and 
Bassingbourn.

Numerous route options, including B, 
C and E, may be able to facilitate this 
growth, owing to their connections with 
the Tempsford area and Cambourne. 
 
Regarding potential negative impact on 
rural communities between Sandy and 
Bassingbourn, once a preferred route has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

It was suggested that routes A, C and D 
routed through Bassingbourn would be 
extremely detrimental to the economy 
and environment of the Cambridge by 
adding to existing road congestion and 
all the attendant problems that beset an 
over-heating economy with insufficient 
infrastructure.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

It was suggested that the driver for Route 
C would be the development opportuni-
ty at Bassingbourn Barracks.  This would 
require the A1198 to be dualled, along with 
the A10 and A603.  It was suggested that 
as a result, this Route would have a high 
environmental cost, cutting through open 
countryside.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that there is a probability 
of driverless cars appearing in the times-
cales of the project, which will provide 
easier access from new developments at 
Tempsford and Bassingbourn.

Comment noted. As the project progress-
es and we have more information about 
station locations, matters such as station 
access by various types of transport will 
be considered. 
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Socio economic
It was suggested that the Route has the 
potential to service the Eaton Socon indus-
trial area to the south of St Neots.

More precise alignments and station loca-
tions will be explored in greater detail after 
we have selected a preferred route option. 
Once identified, we will then seek public 
input on their location through a further 
public consultation, at a later date. 

Socio economic
It was suggested that the Route supports 
development at Wixams

Creating the correct interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Socio economic

It was suggested that the Route will open 
new travel opportunities to residents and 
unlock potential house building opportuni-
ties in areas that are not overpopulated.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

It was suggested that there is limited op-
portunity for housing development along 
this route and other than South Bedford 
and Bassingbourn there is very little oppor-
tunity for housing development.

This route option could support significant 
additional housing to the south of Bedford, 
along with growth in Tempsford. It could 
also support significant additional hous-
ing on the site of the MoD Bassingbourn 
Barracks if it can be developed (in line with 
the NIC recommendation).
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Socio economic

It was suggested that there is no economic 
benefit to building a new Sandy station to 
the north of the town.  Particularly that 
Tempsford has not been approved and is 
not in the Central Beds Local Plan to 2035.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic

It was suggested that this route allows the 
possibility of North Herts - Bedford and 
Cambridge-St Neots-Huntingdon direct 
services, allowing benefits to go wider than 
the narrow corridor.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. New journeys will be opened 
up for people taking advantage of the new 
line, which will involve directly connecting 
onto other rail lines and other modes of 
transport. While the service mention is not 
within our remit to provide, we’re commit-
ted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Socio economic

It was suggested that this route is a device 
to benefit East West Rail by stimulating 
massive housing development at Temps-
ford and Bassingbourn from which it can 
derive funding from uplift in land compul-
sorily purchased under New Town Develop-
ment Corporation rules.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.
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Socio economic

It was suggested that this route is good for 
supporting new homes, although concerns 
were raised that this route would just in-
crease the number of commuter residents, 
increasing the house prices in the local 
area making it harder for young people to 
get a first home.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 
Matters such as future house prices, 
should be raised with relevant government 
and housing authorities. 

Socio economic
It was suggested that this Route option will 
be prone to flooding, with increased rain-
water run off due to the flat landscape.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. Where required, 
a flood risk assessment will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic
It was suggested that this route serves the 
least people without any synergies to other 
transport infrastructure. 

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report335  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic
It was suggested will serve less people than 
the CBRR route proposal.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Socio economic
Regard should be given to any impact on 
listed buildings along the route.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Socio economic
Suggestion that the old alignment through 
Sandy could be used.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 
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Socio economic

Suggestion was made that if route option 
C were to be chosen, it would be essential 
that additional track capacity is delivered 
south of Cambridge to ensure that there is 
no detriment to existing train services or to 
coping with future demand on the Hitchin 
to Cambridge branch, which also serve 
the towns of Royston, Baldock and Letch-
worth.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Socio economic

Support was given for routes A, B and 
C are as the most favourable given the 
overall user benefits of establishing a new 
station south of Bedford, the projected 
costs and the opportunity to enhance 
the growth in housing, employment and 
productivity.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

Support was given for the route due 
Cambourne and around A428 cannot take 
bulk of transport/housing infrastructure in 
South Cambridgeshire.

We believe that road and rail can coexist 
and even compliment each other in certain 
circumstances. We will continue to work 
with Highways England to ensure that 
our respective projects are designed and 
delivered in a way that best connects com-
munities, takes account of environmental 
factors and supports greater economic 
growth.

Socio economic

Support was given for the Route due to it is 
the shortest and most efficient.  Also, that 
it does not force rail users onto multiple rail 
networks.

Each route option has the potential to con-
nect with other rail networks, allowing for 
new and improved journey opportunities 
across the Arc, and beyond. 
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Socio economic
Support was received for Bedford South 
station as it has the infrastructure in place 
and room for development.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic

There was general concern made regard-
ing the environmental impact of the Route 
and regard to be taken for minimising any 
future impact on best and most versatile 
farmland.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The impact on agricultural land shall be 
considered should this route be taken 
forward.

Socio economic

There was support for the use of old-line 
south of Sandy, although more tracks 
through the town was considered excessive 
for local people.  It was also raised that a 
large loop cannot be efficient engineering.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.
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Socio economic
There was support given for the Route as it 
supports housing to the south of Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion to build a station at Cam-
bourne close to existing homes, to reduce 
congestion in the area.

Comment noted. We’re aware of support 
for stations in multiple locations, which 
is why we have presented multiple route 
options. Route Options B and E would see 
a station built in Cambourne. 

Station loca-
tions

Support for using the existing station at 
Sandy.

We recognise that there are people in San-
dy who would like to have direct access 
to East West Rail services, while keeping 
the existing station in its current location, 
which is one of the key reasons why we 
developed this route option.

Station loca-
tions

Statement of support for a Bedford South 
station, which could promote economic 
development and housing growth.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station loca-
tions

Significant preference to connect to Bed-
ford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that there is no connection to 
Bedford town centre from Bedford South.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station loca-
tions

Recognition that a station at Tempsford 
could increase growth and support road 
improvements.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Station loca-
tions

Argument that if you are going to Temps-
ford, it would be easy to continue on to St 
Neots and Huntingdon.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern regarding the impact of new 
housing developments by Tempsford sta-
tion.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Station loca-
tions

Recognition that a station in Bassingbourn 
could increase growth and support road 
improvements.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Station loca-
tions

Observation that the route surrounding 
Tempsford is convoluted.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Station loca-
tions

Argument that a station in Bassingbourn 
will duplicate services from Royston, which 
already serves Cambridge.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Station loca-
tions

Argument that the route should be aligned 
close to existing and planned housing de-
velopments, and a route option should not 
be chosen based on speculative housing 
development plans at Bassingbourn.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Station ap-
proach

Observation that both a northern and 
southern approach would present engi-
neering challenges and therefore one is not 
more cost effective than the other.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment.  

Station ap-
proach

Concern that a northern approach into 
Cambridge would not serve Cambridge 
South station, which would be a missed 
opportunity in terms of economic growth, 
housing and employment.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station ap-
proach

Argument that there is more rail capacity 
in the north of Cambridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station ap-
proach

Cambridge North station can be adapted 
to support trains travelling in both direc-
tions.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station ap-
proach

Argument that a southern approach would 
have significant environmental impacts.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Station ap-
proach

Concerns southern route fails to capital-
ise on opportunities for parkway stations 
along A428.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Station ap-
proach

Assertion that a southern approach is more 
sensible and would make sense economi-
cally.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site).

Station ap-
proach

Concern that by failing to approach 
Bedford from the Mainline station, there 
will be a missed opportunity to support the 
regeneration of Bedford town centre and 
support economic growth.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station ap-
proach

Support for the Cam Bed Rail Road 
approach as arguably Cambridge North 
Station can be adapted to serve East West 
Rail trains in either directions.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station ap-
proach

Many argue that the route is convoluted, 
long and indirect, particularly around 
Tempsford.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.
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Station ap-
proach

Some consultees argue that the route 
option is shorter and more direct, reducing 
journey time.

Comment noted. Journey times are one 
of the many factors that will be taken into 
account in selecting a preferred route 
option.

Station ap-
proach

Uncertainty surrounding the route option’s 
interaction with development at Wixams.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station ap-
proach

Concerns regarding the interaction with 
existing rail lines including ECML and 
Thameslink.  Argument that the connection 
with ECML is in the wrong direction.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station ap-
proach

A number of consultees expressed concern 
regarding the capacity on existing rail lines 
in the area, and the potential for bottle-
necks.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion that the route connects to the 
existing rail network at Shepreth.

Alignments and station locations will be 
explored in greater detail after we have 
selected a preferred route option. Once 
identified, we will then seek public input 
on their location through a further public 
consultation, at a later date. 
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Station ap-
proach

Recognition that the route could pass 
RSPB Sandy at ground level.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Station ap-
proach

Concern about the technical challenges 
through North Bedfordshire.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.

Station ap-
proach

Concern about the possible need for a 
reversing move for onward journeys to the 
east of Cambridge.

Route option C involves a southern ap-
proach to Cambridge and therefore would 
not require such a reversing move. 

Station ap-
proach

Concern about the need to widen existing 
lines.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Station ap-
proach

General concern that the route around 
Tempsford is not technically feasible.

Comment noted. Technical and safety 
aspects will continue to be considered as 
part of our further route analysis to select 
a preferred route option.
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Station ap-
proach

A number of consultees suggested more 
closely following the old varsity route.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion to utilise existing rail lines and 
stations as much as possible.

Comment noted. Each route option would 
likely serve between one and three existing 
stations. 

Station ap-
proach

Appreciation that the route option utilises 
parts of the old varsity line.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. 

Station ap-
proach

Recognition that the topography of the 
southern routes are more suitable and al-
low a more direct route, with fewer stations 
required.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Station ap-
proach

Concern that the policy to build no new 
level crossing will lead to severed commu-
nities and impact on existing road net-
works.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line. 

Station ap-
proach

Concern that the level crossing closing 
time would be increased at Shepreth.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network, including level crossing 
interfaces with road users, is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  

Station ap-
proach

Concern about bottleneck on the A10, and 
additional strain on Foxton and Shep-
reth level crossings. Suggestion to restrict 
speed of trains on the existing line.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network, including level crossing 
interfaces with road users, is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  

Station ap-
proach

Have regard for the potential challenges of 
building through the Ouse Valley.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Station ap-
proach

Have regard for the fact that existing rail 
lines and stations would need to be signifi-
cantly improved and upgraded to support 
the route.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station ap-
proach

Assertion that the rail line must be electri-
fied.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   

Station ap-
proach

Criticism that the overall project develop-
ment is too slow.

Our mission at the East West Railway 
Company, is to deliver the railway safely, 
quickly and as cost-effectively as possible.  

Station ap-
proach

Statement of support for a flyover at Black 
Cat roundabout.

We will consider options such as this as 
part of our work to select a preferred route 
option, and further as we develop a pre-
ferred route alignment. 



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report353  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion that the route can easily con-
nect into Cambridge, and could include 
an underpass at Foxton to remove the level 
crossing.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Station ap-
proach

Concern that there will be a lack of com-
pensation.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 
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Station ap-
proach

Recognition that the route option will sup-
port freight services.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion that freight trains from the 
each could use a new chord into Cam-
bridge to avoid Coldham’s Common, 
continuing to Cambridge North.

Proposals to improve the existing network 
east of Cambridge are beyond the scope 
of the East West Rail project and are for 
consideration by existing railway authori-
ties and organisations. 

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion to include an interchange with 
MML to support freight services.

The infrastructure we are building will be 
freight-ready. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provisions. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  
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Station ap-
proach

Observation that freight services between 
ECML and Oxford will require reverses.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
All route options create the opportunity to 
physically connect to the ECML for freight 
purposes, should this be adopted as part 
of the wider freight strategy. 

Station ap-
proach

Opportunity to reduce emissions by re-
moving freight traffic from road networks.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  
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Alternative 
routes

Many consultees suggest that the route 
proposed by CamBedRailRoad (CBRR) 
should be selected instead of Route C. The 
justifications include:  
- that the CBRR route satisfies all five 
criteria used to assess each route option in 
the feedback form. 
- that the CBRR route will require fewer 
additional tracks. 
- that there is an opportunity to create a 
multi-modal transport hub at Cambridge 
North, as well as new parkway stations 
along the proposed OxCambs expressway. 
- that the CBRR route will support North-
stowe, Cambridge Science Park and the 
Innovation Centre. 
- that the CBRR route will support existing 
and planned housing and avoid future 
housing developments at Bassingbourn. 
- that CBRR has provided cost-effective 
solutions to all engineering challenges 
listed in the consultation materials. 
- that the CBRR route suggests ways the 
line can still connect to Cambridge Central 
and Cambridge South. 
- that the CBRR route follows the A428 
corridor, which will benefit commuters to 
the north of Cambridge. 
- that by building a station at Cambourne 
more people will be served by the project. 
- that the CBRR is more successful at miti-
gating environmental damage. 
- that the north of Cambridge will benefit 
more from new transport links than the 
south.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative 
routes

Consider serving Cambourne.

Comment noted. We presented a range of 
route options with various station location 
combinations, acknowledging that people 
would have a wide range of views about 
their placement. Both route options B and 
E would serve the Cambourne area. 
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Alternative 
routes

Consider serving St Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Alternative 
routes

Consider serving Bourn Airfield.

If we were to select a route option which 
serves Cambourne, the precise location of 
a station in or around Cambourne will be 
subject to further analysis. 
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Alternative 
routes

Consider serving Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative 
routes

Consider serving Stevenage.
When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward. 

Alternative 
routes

Consider serving Huntingdon.
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Alternative 
routes

Suggestion that the route follow the A603.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects and assets designed and delivered 
in a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.

Alternative 
routes

Suggestion that a connection to the ECML 
at Sandy from the north could aid freight 
services and relief line possibilities.  Sug-
gestion that this connection is via segre-
gated tracks.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
All route options create the opportunity to 
physically connect to the ECML for freight 
purposes, should this be adopted as part 
of the wider freight strategy. 
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Alternative 
routes

Suggestion to follow the old varsity line as 
closely as possible.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Cost

Concern that the route option overall will 
be expensive to build, and current cost 
predictions are underestimated and rudi-
mentary.  Other routes would be more cost 
effective.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 
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Cost

Concern that the budget for the route op-
tion is too high and would not deliver good 
value for money, and would put a greater 
burden on the Treasury.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Cost
Concern that some costs have been inten-
tionally hidden.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation. 

Cost
Observation that the cost prediction for 
the route option seems reasonable, and 
engineering costs appear to be reduced.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow people 
to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. We will continue to evaluate and 
update these costs as the project pro-
gresses.

Cost
Statement of support that the route option 
is the most cost effective for taxpayers.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Cost
Observation that the route option has 
scope for private financing.

We will continue to explore the appropriate 
funding model for East West Rail, and will 
provide updates as the project progresses. 
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Cost

Many people highlighted that the cost of 
building a station at Bassingbourn has not 
been factored into the overall route option 
construction cost.  The cost of relocating/
developing on the Bassingbourn MOD site 
has also not been included in the consul-
tation materials. Furthermore, a station at 
Bassingbourn would be waste of money as 
Royston station is close by.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Cost

Suggestion that additional funding for the 
route option could be found through the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or 
through a Section 106 agreement.

We will continue to explore the appropriate 
funding model for East West Rail, and will 
provide updates as the project progresses. 

Cost
Concern regarding the cost of crossing 
ECML.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Cost

Recognition that fewer Compulsory 
Purchase Orders would be necessary 
surrounding the route option, which could 
reduce costs.  

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 

Cost
Concern that the longer route will make 
ticket prices more expensive.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 
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Cost

Concern that the route option construction 
cost does not factor in the improvements 
that will be needed to road networks and 
other infrastructure.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Cost
Request for more information regarding 
how the route option cost has been deter-
mined.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost

Concern about the high cost of building 
a new station at Tempsford and the cost 
of building the line through the Tempsford 
area.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Consultation

Concern that the consultation documents 
are not clear on whether the route is de-
pendent on development at Bassingbourn 
MOD being approved, as well as con-
cern that the station construction cost at 
Bassingbourn has not been factored into 
the route option cost. In the consultation 
materials there is no explanation for why 
Bassingbourn is suitable for development.

Page 13 of the consultation document 
states that ‘an additional station could 
be located on the site of the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) Bassingbourn Barracks, if it 
is developed’.  
 
This is then noted again later in the doc-
ument against each route option which 
has the potential to serve Bassingbourn, 
with each including a statement that: ‘A 
new ‘Bassingbourn’ station would only be 
built if the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks is 
developed’. 
 
A more detailed technical report was also 
produced and widely available, which 
allowed people to seek further detail about 
specific matters, such as this.  

Consultation
Concern that an environmental assess-
ment has not been included in the consul-
tation materials for the route option.

Comment noted. We will continue to as-
sess the potential environmental effects of 
the route options as part of our preferred 
route option selection and an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be 
undertaken, and an Environmental State-
ment (ES) submitted, with the Development 
Consent Order (DCO). 



Route Option C

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report366  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Consultation

Many consultees argue that the route 
option maps are difficult to interpret and 
unclear, and lack labelling of key locations.  
In addition to this, the colour scheme used 
makes it difficult for members of the public 
with visual impairments to interpret the 
maps.

Thank you for your feedback. Your com-
ment about the colour scheme has been 
noted and we will take this on board when 
future maps are produced.  
 
Regarding the detail of the maps, at this 
early stage of route option development 
we are focussing on assessing the po-
tential opportunities and challenges for 
the broader areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific route alignments.   
 
Once we’ve received all the feedback to 
our consultation, including the feedback 
from local authorities, the Department for 
Transport, Network Rail and other groups, 
we’ll be able to announce a preferred route 
option. It is at this point that we will de-
velop a specific route alignment in greater 
detail. This will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion and maps.
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Consultation

Many consultees feel the route proposed 
by CamBedRailRoad (CBRR) should have 
been included as a route option in the 
consultation. 

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Consultation
Uncertainty regarding the predicted jour-
ney time and cost of the route option, as 
well as potential economic benefits.

Details about each of these matters 
were presented in our Technical Re-
port, which can be accessed at: https://
eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west-2.
amazonaws.com/public/Central-Sec-
tion-Consultation/db652106d4/East West 
Rail-Technical-Report.pdf
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Consultation
Concern that the consultation materials do 
not include costing for improving key road 
networks such as the A1198/A505 junction.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Consultation
Argument that the reasons given for reject-
ing the northern approach into Cambridge 
are inadequate.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increasing 
journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Consultation
Belief that the consultation is dishonest 
and rushed.

Our goal during the consultation was to 
provide as much information as possible, 
in an open and honest way, to allow for 
people to provide considered responses to 
our route options. This included providing a 
detailed consultation document and tech-
nical report. The consultation was open 
for 42 days, which exceeded the minimum 
time required for a statutory consultation. 

Consultation

Argument that the exclusion of the issue 
housing development in Bassingbourn and 
Tempsford as a question in the feedback 
form means the form is insufficient. Gen-
eral belief that the questions used in the 
feedback form are too ambiguous.

Thank you for your feedback. Feedback 
about all matters were welcomed during 
the consultation, including about hous-
ing development. This was welcomed on 
the feedback form, both in the multiple 
choice sections - where people were asked 
to score each route option between 1-5 
against the key criteria of ‘supporting 
delivery of new homes’, and in the open 
text sections - where people were given the 
opportunity to provide specific comments 
about each route option (and the project 
more generally).
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Consultation

Concern about the lack of information 
regarding relationship with ECML, and 
whether the project will have provision for 
freight services. Further clarification need-
ed on the route into Cambridge South.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. While it is too early to com-
ment on these specific matters, we will 
consider these factors as part of our work 
to select a preferred route option.  
 
Regarding the provision of freight, the 
infrastructure we are building will make 
provision to accommodate freight opera-
tion. However, the precise level of provision 
is still being finalised, based on an assess-
ment of the market for freight, the bene-
fits freight will bring and the cost to the 
taxpayer of making such provision. We will 
give further consideration to this matter, 
including the needs of local communities 
and the benefits of reducing the use of 
roads to transport freight, in developing 
proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
Regarding Cambridge South, this station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail as 
a separate project, however we are work-
ing closely with them to ensure that East 
West Rail services would be able to serve 
the new station. 
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Other

Belief that the route does not comply with 
NIC recommendations, particularly to 
develop East West Rail within the same 
broad corridor as the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Other
Argument that there are no clear benefits 
over the other southern routes.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Other
Belief that the route option does not meet 
East West Rail aims.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 

Other
Argument that the route does not satisfy 
the National Planning Policy Framework.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS).
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Route Option C / Route Option D

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Other
Have regard for existing Local Plans in 
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire.

Passenger demand for rail travel has 
grown significantly since 1994 and it is 
predicted to continue to grow significantly 
in the future. The Government has con-
cluded that there is a compelling need for 
development of the national rail network 
and East West Rail meets the policy objec-
tives set out in National Networks National 
Policy Statement (NNNPS).  
 
We will consider both the National Net-
works National Policy Statement (NNNPS), 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and Local Plans to inform design 
development aiming to meet adopted poli-
cy objectives and to avoid constraints and 
minimise / mitigate any potential conflicts.  

Other
Argument that the route is self-serving and 
is simply a device to benefit East West Rail 
Co.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Route Option D

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

General opposition on the grounds of harm 
to heritage sites and buildings.

We will consider both the National Net-
works National Policy Statement (NNNPS), 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and Local Plans to inform design 
development aiming to meet adopted poli-
cy objectives and to avoid constraints and 
minimise / mitigate any potential conflicts.  
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Wim-
pole Estate.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Wim-
pole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate environ-
mental impacts. We will continue to assess 
the potential environmental effects of the 
route options as part of our preferred route 
option selection and an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertak-
en, and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted, with the Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Wim-
pole Avenue.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including RSPB 
Sandy, The Lodge.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including St 
Mary’s Church, Whaddon.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Hazell’s 
Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate environ-
mental impacts. We will continue to assess 
the potential environmental effects of the 
route options as part of our preferred route 
option selection and an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertak-
en, and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted, with the Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Gibral-
tar Farm.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including John 
O’Gaunt’s House and Garden.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Opposition on the grounds of harm caused 
to specific heritage sites including Shingay 
Preceptory.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Observation that the route would be suf-
ficient distance away from Wimpole and 
therefore opposition on the grounds of 
impact on that site were unjustified.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Comment that the impact on Wimpole Hall 
would be minimal.

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on the A1198, a 
historic Roman route.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Suggestion to protect Wimpole Hall by 
using a tunnel.

Of the options being considered (if we 
were to select a route option which trav-
elled via Wimpole Hall), our preference is 
for an additional station could be located 
on the MoD site at Bassingbourn if the 
MoD vacate the site and it can be devel-
oped. Alternatively, the route could run 
slightly north of the MoD site across the 
southern end of the Wimpole Hall avenue 
or to the south of the MoD site. 

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concerns about the potential impact on 
Wimpole Avenue of a tunnel or cutting.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Heritage – 
historically 
significant sites 
identified

Concern about the impact on heritage in 
the form of listed buildings to the north 
and east of Bedford.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern that more landscape will be 
impacted because the route snakes across 
the countryside.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

General concern about the impact on the 
countryside and rural landscapes.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

General concern about the impact of the 
route option on listed buildings and monu-
ments.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about building on a floodplain 
or in areas prone to flooding, including 
Whaddon.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about building on a floodplain 
or in areas prone to flooding, including 
Barrington.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the impact of a structure 
over the River Great Ouse flood plain.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including Big-
gleswade Common.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape im-
pact on specific areas including Wimpole 
Estate.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape im-
pact on specific areas including Wimpole 
Avenue.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including RSPB 
Sandy.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including Green-
sands Ridge.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including South 
Cambridgeshire.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including North of 
Bedford.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape im-
pact on specific areas including Clapham.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including Royston 
Heath.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape im-
pact on specific areas including Cleat Hill.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape im-
pact on specific areas including Clapham 
Park.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the general landscape 
impact on specific areas including Sunder-
land Hill.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the landscape impact 
north of Bedford because areas of the 
route are hilly or have difficult terrain.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the landscape impact 
between Bedford and Sandy because 
areas of the route are hilly or have difficult 
terrain.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the landscape impact on 
unspecified SSSIs.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the impact on agricultural 
and farming land.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Concern about the impact on views to and 
from Wimpole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Specific concerns raised about the land-
scape impacts of a potential viaduct near 
Wimpole Hall.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Observation that the route option is suffi-
ciently far from Wimpole Hall and there-
fore the National Trust’s objections are 
unjustified.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Observation that Wimpole Hall already 
has the A505 & A1198 running close by.

Environment 
– Landscape – 
visual impact

Suggestion of mitigation for the visual 
impact.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including RSPB Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Biggleswade Common

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including the county wildlife site between 
Sandy and Potton.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Wimpole Estate.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including River Shep.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including RSPB Thriplow.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Sandy Warren.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Clapham Park Wood.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Harrold Odell Country Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Greensands Ridge.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about impact on specific sites 
including Shepreth wildlife park.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on Sandy 
Warren, with specific reference to Natter-
jack toads.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protect and 
notable species, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on Sandy War-
ren, with specific reference to Nightjars.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on Sandy 
Warren, with specific reference to Bats – 
eight species.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on the River 
Shep, with specific reference to breeding 
trout.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on the River 
Shep, with specific reference to water 
voles.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on the River 
Shep, with specific reference to Otters.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on Wimpole 
Estate, with specific reference to Little 
owls.Little owls
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on Wimpole 
Estate, with specific reference to Marsh 
harriers.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protect and 
notable species, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Recognition that the route option has less 
impact on the River Great Ouse than other 
options.

Comment noted. The potential impact on 
landscape features, including Great Ouse, 
will be taken into account in selecting the 
preferred route option.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about runoff of diesel fuel into 
the River Shep.

Comment noted. During construction, 
we will implement control measures that 
maintain environmental protection.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on unspecified 
Grade 1 agricultural land.

Comment noted. The impact on agricul-
tural land shall be considered should this 
route be taken forward.
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Environment – 
Nature

Opposition on the grounds of general im-
pact on wildlife and nature.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

General concern about the impact on wild-
life of traffic and trains.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on wildlife north 
of Bedford.

Environment – 
Nature

General concern about the impact of the 
route option on SSSIs in general.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact of the route 
option on Sandy Warren.Sandy Warren.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about development on the green 
belt.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on conservation 
areas.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Historic and natural environment aspects, 
including conservation areas, will be con-
sidered as part of these assessments.
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Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on the County 
Wildlife Site between Sandy and Potton, 
with specific reference to Badgers.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including designated 
sites, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concerns about the impact on the County 
Wildlife Site between Sandy and Potton, 
with specific reference to Black Poplars.

Environment – 
Nature

General concern about environmental 
impacts at Tempsford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Environment – 
Nature

General concern about environmental 
impacts at Sandy.
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Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on nature 
during the construction.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
During construction, we will implement 
control measures that maintain environ-
mental protection.

Environment – 
Nature

Opposition on the grounds of impact on 
ancient woodlands.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.  
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ancient 
woodlands, will be considered as part of 
these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Recognition that the route option impacts 
fewer ancient woodlands than other route 
options (five).

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Environment – 
Nature

Support for the route option on the 
grounds it minimises the use of greenfield 
sites.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Environment – 
Nature

Support for the route option because it 
would encourage people to use public 
transport instead of cars, reducing emis-
sions.

We believe that all five of the route options 
present this opportunity, and look forward 
to working with local authorities to ensure 
that, regardless of the selected preferred 
route option, East West Rail is integrated 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Environment – 
Nature

Suggestion that East West Rail Co must 
have regard to the NPPF’s presumption in 
favour of sustainable development, with 
reference to the environmental damage 
caused by the routes.

We will consider both the National Net-
works National Policy Statement (NNNPS), 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and Local Plans to inform design 
development aiming to meet adopted poli-
cy objectives and to avoid constraints and 
minimise / mitigate any potential conflicts.  

Environment – 
Nature

Opposition to the route option on the 
grounds it has more impact on the natural 
environment than other options.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on nature as a 
result of a loss of hedgerows.

Comment noted. We recognise the im-
portance of biodiversity and support the 
government’s policy on biodiversity net 
gain. We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid, minimise or mitigate 
environmental impacts. 

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on nature 
during the construction phase.

Comment noted. During construction, 
we will implement control measures that 
maintain environmental protection.
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Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Common lizard.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected or 
notable species, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including European otter.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Woodcock.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including common cuckoo.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including song thrush.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Mistle Thrush.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Lesser Redpoll.
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Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Wigeon.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected or 
notable species, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Gadwall.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Teal.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Mallard.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Stock Dove.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Tawny owl.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Kingfisher.



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report388  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Kestrel.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected or 
notable species, will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Dunnock.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Bullfish.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Red Bunting.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Common toad.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern about the impact on 7.95ha of 
land at 14 Stratford Road, Sandy, with 
specific reference to the certain species, 
some of which use the area for breeding, 
including Grass snake.

Environment – 
Nature

Concern that countryside will be harmed 
in areas where no station is planned, 
meaning communities there do not benefit.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Transport
Suggestion that upgrades will be neces-
sary on the A603.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Suggestion that upgrades will be neces-
sary on the A1198.

Transport
Suggestion that upgrades will be neces-
sary on the A10.

Transport
Suggestion that upgrades will be neces-
sary on the A505.

Transport
Concern regarding the relationship with 
the ECML

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Transport
Concern regarding the relationship with 
the Thameslink

Transport
Concern regarding the relationship with 
the WAML

Transport
Concern regarding the relationship with 
the MML
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Transport
Suggestion that the route should follow the 
Oxford to Cambridge expressway to form 
a multimodal transport corridor.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
Emphasis on the importance of the fre-
quency of trains on the line.

Comment noted. We are continuing to ex-
plore how frequently East West Rail trains 
should run, and the optimal mixture of 
stopping and fast services. Our modelling 
for the consultation was based on three 
trains per hour in each direction: one fast 
service between Cambridge and Oxford; 
one stopping service between Cambridge 
and Oxford; and one stopping service be-
tween Cambridge and Bletchley (providing 
connectivity to Milton Keynes).
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Transport
Concern that the route is separate from 
the proposed expressway, creating two 
unimodal transport corridors.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport

Statement that the route connects easily 
to the Foxton level crossing and Cam-
bridge South station, and is the least dis-
ruptive to the environment and the A10.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Transport
Recognition that the route connects to the 
existing Sandy station.

During the consultation we sought to pro-
vide the public with a broad range of route 
options to provide feedback on, some of 
which served the existing Sandy station, 
and others which served new stations 
nearby. 
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Transport
Recognition that the route avoids duplica-
tion of the Cambridge Autonomous Metro 
(CAM).

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport

Concern about the impact a new station 
at Tempsford will have on local transport. 
Belief that the existing infrastructure can-
not support the proposed station.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Transport
Concern that the route is too long and 
indirect.

Comment noted. We are aware that land 
in the Tempsford area has previously been 
considered for development by Central 
Bedfordshire Council and there are exist-
ing plans for St Neots to expand south-
wards. We therefore sought views through 
the consultation on whether route options 
C and D could support plans for growth 
in this area. Routes C and D would also 
enable East West Rail to directly serve the 
existing Sandy station. While this may add 
a small amount of time to the journey, this 
is not considered to be significant. 
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Transport
Observation that the route is relatively 
short.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Transport
Recognition that the route connects direct-
ly to Bedford Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Recognition that Bedford Midland station 
is close to Bedford bus station.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents and businesses are 
able to access East West Rail services

Transport
Argument that the challenges of connect-
ing to Bedford Midland have been exag-
gerated.

All of the route options have challenges 
and opportunities. We will further consider 
the challenges of connecting with Bedford 
Midland station, prior to the selection of a 
preferred route option.
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Transport
Recognition of the potential to connect to 
King’s Cross and Peterborough.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide these 
types of services, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Transport
Concern that it is difficult for commuters 
to reach the centre of Bedford to catch the 
train.

Station access will be a key consideration, 
after we select a preferred route option 
and explore station locations in greater 
detail.

Transport

Concern that Bedford Midland is already 
congested and does not have the capacity 
to support East West Rail without signifi-
cant upgrades.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion on the A1198

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion on the A505

Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion on the A1

Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion on the A603

Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion on the A10
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Transport
Concern regarding increased traffic and 
congestion in Tempsford.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Concern that a station at Bedford South 
would put the proposed station at Wixams 
at risk.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Transport
Concern that the route does not serve St 
Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 
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Transport
Concern that the route does not serve 
Cambourne.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will favour stations being located in a 
variety of locations, which is why we pre-
sented five different route options. Route 
Options B and E would both serve the 
Cambourne area. 

Transport
Concern that the route does not serve 
Northstowe or North Cambridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Transport Have regard for the impact on the NCR12

We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.
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Transport
Have regard for the impact on the NCR1/
Genome Way.

We support sustainable transport in all 
forms and we will seek to avoid impacts 
on other transport routes, including public 
rights of way and cycling routes. Any im-
pacts on these will be reported as part of 
the Environmental Statement.

Transport
Have regard for existing or proposed trans-
port infrastructure and changing transport 
technology and usage.

Comment noted. These have all been con-
sidered, and will continue to be considered 
as the project progresses.

Transport
Ensure the project promotes walking, cy-
cling and the use of public transport.

Comment noted. These matters will be 
considered as we move towards selecting 
a preferred route option, and then onto de-
veloping a preferred route alignment with 
more precise station locations.

Transport
Concern regarding the challenges of the 
topography to the north of Bedford.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Transport
Support for the connection to Bedford 
Midland because it will boost growth in the 
town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Support for the ability to travel between 
Oxford and Cambridge without changing 
trains.

We recognise that many passengers prefer 
to be able to use trains without changing 
en route. This will be taken into account. 
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Transport

Suggestion to also provide a station at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, or add a station 
to the Royston to Cambridge line with a 
guided busway to the city centre.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
currently being brought forward by Net-
work Rail as a separate project. As part of 
this, we are working closely with them to 
ensure that East West Rail services would 
be able to serve the new station.

Transport

Concern that the proposed Bassing-
bourn station would be extremely close to 
Royston station which already connects to 
Cambridge.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Transport
Recognition that the route improves links 
to the East Midlands.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. 

Transport
Suggestion to provide a new parkway sta-
tion on the Hitchin to Cambridge Line, at 
the A505/A10 junction.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Transport
Support for the route as it could improve 
links to Addenbrooke’s Hospital for com-
muters.

While the proposed Cambridge South sta-
tion is being promoted by Network Rail as 
a separate project, we are working closely 
with them to ensure that East West Rail 
services would be able to serve the new 
station.

Transport

Argument that the future guided busway 
will not provide the same benefits as East 
West Rail, and both will therefore be nec-
essary.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Transport
Concern that new housing in Bassingbourn 
would only be used by commuters who 
travel from Royston to London.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Transport
Suggestion that the potential station at 
Bassingbourn should connect to London.

A new East West Rail station at Bassing-
bourn would offer residents improved con-
nectivity to Cambridge and other places 
further west, including Bedford, Milton 
Keynes and Oxford, as well as better on-
ward connectivity to places outside of the 
Arc such as the East Midlands. Residents 
would continue to be able to use Royston 
station to travel south towards London.
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Transport
Recognition that a station at Tempsford 
would reduce road traffic through Sandy.

We believe that by placing a station 
between Sandy and St Neots, this has the 
potential to attract new rail users, and 
ease pressure on existing stations. 

Transport

Concern that Bedford Midland has no 
capacity for further housing.  Argument 
that a station should be built to the south 
of Bedford to support the new housing 
developments in the area.

Comment noted. We recognise the po-
tential for growth to the south of Bedford, 
which is why three of the route options 
presented during consultation served a 
station in that area. 

Transport
Statement that serving Bassingbourn 
would not support the aims of the arc.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Transport
Suggestion to implement a light rail service 
between Bedford South and Bedford Mid-
land.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide light 
rail services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 
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Transport

Concern that the route does not benefit 
commuters travelling to the business areas 
and university sites to the north of Cam-
bridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Transport
Suggestion to implement bus and NMU 
links between Cambridge and Royston, 
Ashwell and Meldreth stations.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide light 
rail services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 
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Transport
Concern that there are not enough sta-
tions to improve connectivity.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Transport
Assertion that a potential new station at 
Cambourne should be located within walk-
ing distance of existing housing.

The specific location of stations will be de-
veloped at a later stage, after a preferred 
route option is selected.

Transport
Belief that a new station at Bassingbourn 
would relieve pressure at the other stations 
nearby.

A new East West Rail station at Bassing-
bourn would offer residents improved con-
nectivity to Cambridge and other places 
further west, including Bedford, Milton 
Keynes and Oxford, as well as better on-
ward connectivity to places outside of the 
Arc such as the East Midlands. Residents 
would continue to be able to use Royston 
station to travel south towards London.

Transport
Recognition that Bedford Midland is al-
ready an interchange station.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Transport
Argument that journey time is not import-
ant.

Journey times are one of many important 
factors when developing route options, 
route alignments, and eventual service 
patterns. If a journey is too long, people 
may choose other modes of transport, 
reducing the need for rail. 

Transport
Argument that having a station at both 
Tempsford and Sandy is unnecessary.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Transport
Argument that Cambourne already has 
adequate transport links to Cambridge.

Cambourne, like many places is South 
Cambridgeshire, has limited transport 
connections to both the east and west, 
compared with other locations across the 
UK. 
 
We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Transport
Suggestion that Cambourne and St Neots 
would need a shuttle service.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide shut-
tle services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Transport
Support for the route as it connects direct-
ly with the western section.

Connectivity with not only the western 
section, but the wider rail network, is one 
of several factors that will be used to de-
termine which route option is chosen. 

Transport
Suggestion to provide a shuttle bus to 
Royston if Bassingbourn is expanded.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide these 
[x services/mode of transport]shuttle ser-
vices, we’re committed to working closely 
with appropriate authorities and stake-
holders to integrate East West Rail effec-
tively with local transport networks. 

Transport
Recognition that there is a specific con-
nection point to the MML north of Bedford.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment.  
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Transport
Suggestion that Tempsford station is locat-
ed as close to St Neots as possible.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Transport

Have regard for the planned transport in-
frastructure study commissioned by Luton 
Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire 
Council and Hertfordshire County Council.

Comment noted. We have taken this study 
into account. 

Transport
Concern that the policy of no new level 
crossings will lead to the segregation of 
villages.

We’re committed to delivering East West 
Rail safely, this means not including lev-
el-crossings in the design of the scheme. 
We are also committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid, minimise or mitigate 
environmental impacts. We will contin-
ue to assess the potential environmental 
effects of the route options as part of our 
preferred route option selection and an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
will be undertaken, and an Environmental 
Statement (ES) submitted, with the De-
velopment Consent Order (DCO).  Where 
required, an assessment of the impacts on 
communities and traffic, will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Transport
Statement of support for the fact that the 
route provides improved transport links in 
South Cambridgeshire.

Our goal is to spread the benefits of East 
West Rail as far as possible, however we 
recognise that regardless of which route 
option is chosen, we’re unable to directly 
connect every community. These places 
will still however see benefits from East 
West Rail, including eased pressure on 
local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Transport
Concern that the connection to the ECML 
is isolated from the existing population.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Transport
Have regard for the potential to include a 
park and ride to Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus.

A proposed Cambridge South station, and 
associated works, is being brought forward 
by Network Rail as a separate project. We 
are working closely with them to ensure 
that East West Rail services would be able 
to serve the new station.

Transport
Assertion that it is beneficial that the 
proposed station at Bassingbourn can be 
easily accessed from Royston.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Concerns that the route fails to serve pop-
ulation centres, with significant emphasis 
on Cambourne, St Neots, Bourn, Cooton 
End, Ditton, Longstowe, Cardington, 
Northstowe, Shortstown, and Waterbeach

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Socio economic
Support for the route as it serves popu-
lation centres, with specific mention for 
Bedford, St Neots, Tempsford, Wixams. 

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site).

Socio economic

Concern that the route fails to link key 
commuting destinations, thereby not 
supporting their economic growth, with 
specific mention for Addenbrooke’s Hospi-
tal, Cambridge Business Park, Cambridge 
Science Park, Silicon Fen, and the Universi-
ty of Cambridge.

Comment noted. A southern approach 
into Cambridge does not preclude through 
running to provide local connectivity within 
Cambridge. 

Socio economic
Concerns that failing to link communities 
by rail creates the need for road commut-
ing, in order to access rail transport.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Socio economic
Observation that this route does not serve 
the areas most likely to experience large 
scale growth in coming years.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. 
Our analysis prior to consultation suggest-
ed that this option could support poten-
tial growth around Bedford town centre, 
Tempsford and Bassingbourn, if it can be 
developed. 

Socio economic
Observation that this route could prompt 
economic growth by going to places which 
need support.

The potential for economic growth is one 
of the key factors we are considering as 
part of our route option analysis. 

Socio economic
Concerns that diesel trains will increase 
pollution in Sandy.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   

Socio economic
Support for Sandy station not being relo-
cated.

We recognise that there are people in San-
dy who would like to have direct access 
to East West Rail services, while keeping 
the existing station in its current location, 
which is one of the key reasons we have 
developed this route option.

Socio economic
Support for increased connectivity from 
Sandy station.

Socio economic
Concern that businesses will suffer should 
Sandy station be closed.

Comment noted. Numerous route options 
are being considered. including some 
which serve the existing Sandy station.
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Socio economic
Support for the route opening up develop-
ment opportunities in Sandy.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Socio economic
Concerns that this route will adversely 
affect the village of Sutton.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Concerns that this route fails to reduce 
vehicle emissions, by not allowing night 
time freight trains from Felixstowe to travel 
through Cambridge.

Route option D would not preclude freight 
services from running through from Fe-
lixstowe, through Cambridge, and onto 
the East West Rail route. Any impact from 
restrictions on night time rail freight oper-
ation through Cambridge are not part of 
East West Rail’s remit. 

Socio economic
Concerns about limited potential for on-
ward development to Felixstowe.

While the remit we have been given covers 
the rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge, we recognise the importance 
of onward connections. By extension, 
onward connectivity to the East has been 
a factor in our decision to prioritise route 
options which approach Cambridge from 
the south. 
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Socio economic
Observation that a southern rail route cre-
ates opportunity for new housing develop-
ments in that area.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site).

Socio economic

Observation that a southerly route into 
Cambridge allows trains to continue 
onwards to connect with Norwich and 
Ipswich.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. With that said, the work we 
are doing to develop an approach into 
Cambridge from the south has taken ac-
count of the opportunity for East West Rail 
services to continue East of Cambridge in 
the future.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
Biggleswade Common. We’re committed to protecting the envi-

ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including nature 
assets, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
Greensands Ridge.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
Tempsford Airfield.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
RSPB Sandy.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
Sandy Warren.

Socio economic
Concerns about impact on heritage and 
nature assets, with specific reference to 
Wimpole Estate.
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Socio economic
Support for the route using unpopulated 
space north of Bedford, to avoid disrupting 
villages.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio economic

Opposition to the route going through 
unsuitable hilly terrain north of Bedford, 
while adversely affecting the small rural 
villages there.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Socio economic

Concern that there is little to no signifi-
cant housing proposed for north Bedford, 
meaning the route provides little to no 
economic benefit.

We recognise that this Route Option could 
support additional housing through the 
densification of Bedford town centre; 
however this is likely to offer significantly 
less potential than to the south of Bedford. 
There are however further opportunities for 
growth with this route option, including at 
Tempsford, and at Bassingbourn Barracks, 
if it can be developed. 
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Socio economic

Extensive support for a station in Bedford 
town centre, because: 
- the the south of Bedford will still be 
served by the proposed Wixams station 
- it increases connectivity to airports in the 
area. 
- it supports Bedford as an interchange 
station to Thameslink services and to 
nearby towns and cities including Corby, 
Leicester, London, Luton, Nottingham and 
Sheffield. 
- it connects with major rail lines, support-
ing the use of public transport. 
- a direct route via Sandy would be good 
for employment opportunities. 
- it delivers much needed improvements to 
Bedford’s transport links. 
- it creates opportunity to develop – or ar-
rest the decline of – Bedford town centre. 
-  it will be good for existing an dnew busi-
nesses in Bedford, who will lose out eco-
nomically if a direct link is not provided. 
-  it would make Bedford more accessible 
for visitors and tourist, relative to a station 
at Wixams. 
- it gives more options for travel and com-
muting for residents of Bedford. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation. We 
appreciate your feedback as part of this. 
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Socio economic

Opposition to route using Bedford Midland 
station, with arguments made that: 
- a station at Wixams will better serve 
planned housing developments in that 
area.  
- Services to and from Bedford will be 
disrupted during any construction works, 
causing difficulty for train users. 
- Bedford Midland is difficult to access, 
so connecting to East West Rail there will 
bring no benefit to the Bedford community 
while causing further congestion. 
- running the train line through Bedford will 
not create jobs or housing.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation. We 
appreciate your feedback as part of this. 

Socio economic
Concerns that the route takes land which 
could otherwise be used for housing settle-
ments.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail compliments and 
supports both current and future residents, 
and the respective settlements.

Socio economic
Support for the East West Rail project 
coordinating efforts with the Oxford-Cam-
bridge expressway.

We will continue to collaborate with High-
ways England to ensure that our respec-
tive projects are designed and delivered 
in a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.
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Socio economic
Scepticism that the reason behind this 
route is to catalyse a major housing devel-
opment at Bassingbourn Barracks. 

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic
Support for the development of much 
needed housing on the Bassingbourn site.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Socio economic
Some support for this route is contingent 
upon Bassingbourn being developed.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.
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Socio economic
Observation that this route will offer long 
term revenue from commuters.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 

Socio economic

Concerns that a new housing settlement at 
Bassingbourn would place unsustainable 
pressure on local infrastructure because: 
- the A1198 already experiences severe 
congestion 
- current plans for developing this site do 
not include mention of schools, shopping 
centres, emergency services and road 
improvements. 
-development taxes raised would not cover 
costs of infrastructure needed to support 
housing of this size.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic
Concerns that a new housing settlement at 
Bassingbourn would place unsustainable 
pressure on local infrastructure because 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Concerns that a new housing settlement at 
Bassingbourn would place unsustainable 
pressure on local infrastructure because 
the A1198, A10 and A603 could require 
dualling.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because the 
site may not actually be available. It may 
be planned for development/repurposing 
by the Ministry of Defence.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because the 
area is already well served by several near-
by train stations, with significant empha-
sis on Royston, Ashwell & Morden, Big-
gleswade, Foxton, Meldreth and Shepreth.

If we select a route option which serves a 
station at Bassingbourn as our preferred 
route option, we expect residents in new 
housing developments around Bassing-
bourn will use Bassingbourn station for 
east-west connections as it would be clos-
er than other stations, and provides further 
journey opportunities further west, includ-
ing to Bedford, Milton Keynes, Bicester and 
Cambridge. 
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because Bass-
ingbourn will have less connectivity com-
pared to Cambourne, and will therefore be 
less appealing to businesses.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because MOD 
approval and clearance processes take 
many years, which when added to the 
time it would take to build houses, means 
that the train service will start long before 
people actually live in Bassingbourn.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  
The exact number of train services which 
will operate when East West Rail is first 
built will be determined at a later date, 
and may include a phased introduction. 

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because there 
is no support for this development in dis-
trict and country council forward plans.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because a 
Bassingbourn development could be con-
nected to the rail network by a bus route to 
Royston station.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because a 
development at Bassingbourn would be 
largely populated by London commuters, 
evidenced by current passenger behaviour 
and trends in the local housing market. 
These commuters would neither benefit 
from an Oxford to Cambridge service 
nor would they have direct rail access to 
London.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the arc, by making it easi-
er for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some residents might 
travel to London for work, others might 
be expected to take advantage of the 
improved connectivity to Cambridge and 
places further west across the Arc (e.g. 
Bedford and Milton Keynes). New patterns 
of travel are likely to emerge as East West 
Rail supports opportunities for growth and 
new homes.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because Bass-
ingbourn’s proximity to Royston station 
inhibits its value as a trigger of economic 
growth.

We recognise that a new station at Bass-
ingbourn would be quite close to the exist-
ing Royston station. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and other places further west, 
including Bedford, Milton Keynes and Ox-
ford, as well as better onward connectivity 
to places outside of the Arc such as the 
East Midlands. Residents would continue 
to be able to use Royston station to travel 
south towards London.
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because it 
would not benefit the economy of the Ox-
ford-Cambridge arc.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Multiple concerns about a new housing 
settlement at Bassingbourn because it will 
spoil the view from Royston.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because local infrastructure will require 
substantial investment and improving. 

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because a new station would duplicate 
stations at Sandy and St Neots.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because there are insufficient facilities 
in the local area to support a population 
increase.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because poor connections between East 
West Rail and East Coast Main Line reduc-
es the potential for economic growth.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because it would be substantially detri-
mental to the local environment.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
We recognise that additional housing 
growth is a sensitive and important issue 
for local communities, and appreciate 
there are varying opinions both in favour 
and against it.  
 
While our remit is limited to delivering 
infrastructure in the railway - we do take 
into account growth projections. Howev-
er, ultimately it is the responsibility of the 
relevant scheme promoter to assess and 
report the effects of their proposed devel-
opment. 

Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because the local road network is in poor 
condition.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.
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Socio economic

Multiple concerns about the development 
of a new town and station at Tempsford 
because it would put more traffic on the 
local roads, including the A1.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Socio economic
Support that development will unlock 
Tempsford’s economic potential.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic
Concerns about complex rail links and 
engineering impact on Bedford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 

Socio economic
Concerns about complex rail links and 
engineering impact on Ravensden.

Socio economic
Concerns about complex rail links and 
engineering impact on Sandy.

Socio economic
Opposition to route going through villages 
north of Bedford, with specific mentions 
for Ravensden and Wilden. 

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio economic
Support for the route capitalizing upon 
existing stations in Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio economic
Support for the route capitalizing upon 
existing stations in Sandy.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Socio economic
Speculation that fares should be lower 
because of shorter journey distances.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report424  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio economic

Comment referencing the Cambridge 
Cluster Map, which evidences an even 
spread of employment across Cambridge, 
therefore countering any argument that 
Cambridge South should be prioritised for 
serving employment areas.

Future employment growth is but one of 
many factors we are considering as we 
analyse each of the route options. Thank 
you for bringing this matter to our atten-
tion.

Socio economic

Concern that the route is not designed 
to serve the greatest possible number of 
users – comparing population sizes of 
Bassingbourn, Sandy and Tempsford to 
the population sizes of Cambourne and 
St Neots – therefore failing to maximise 
economic benefits.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Socio economic
Concern that the route does not support 
growth potential to the south of Bedford.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will favour stations being located in a 
variety of locations, which is why we pre-
sented five different route options. Route 
Options A, B and C would serve South 
Bedford. 
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Socio economic
Concerns about increased housing devel-
opment in central Bedford.

Our focus is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge.  
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas through the local plan process to 
ensure that the railway is aligned with 
local plans and the benefits are realised in 
a sustainable way.  

Socio economic

Concern that this route will push up the 
price of housing due to commuter demand, 
pricing younger people out of the housing 
market.

Our focus is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge.  
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas through the local plan process to 
ensure that the railway is aligned with 
local plans and the benefits are realised in 
a sustainable way.  
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Socio economic
Concern that a northerly approach into 
Cambridge fails to support growth in south 
Cambridge.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Socio economic

Opposition to this route as it does not sup-
port the growth that has already occurred 
in the north and west of Cambridge, which 
has been intentionally delivered there 
because of the economic potential of that 
area. 

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Socio economic
Concerns that this route does not support 
housing and economic development rela-
tive to other routes.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria (including hous-
ing and economic growth) - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 

Socio economic

Concerns about the impact on rural life, 
with particular reference to villages be-
tween Bedford and the A1, and between 
Tempsford and Sandy. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The impact on communities will be consid-
ered as part of these assessments. 

Socio economic
Strong concerns about the amount and 
quality of agricultural land that will be lost 
to this route.

Comment noted. Concern shall be taken 
into account should this route be taken 
forward.
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Socio economic
Support for the route generating business 
opportunities for Bedford, Cambridge and 
Sandy 

Opportunities for economic growth is one 
of the key criteria which we have, and 
will continue to assess each route option 
against. Socio economic

Generalised support for this route best 
serving planned economic growth.

Socio economic

Concerns that the guided bus way does 
not have sufficient capacity to accom-
modate demand or growth in St Neots, 
Cambourne and Northstowe, increasing 
calls for a rail service.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Socio economic

Suggestion that the guided bus way caters 
for growth opportunities in the north of 
Cambridge, so a rail service there is not 
necessary.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Socio economic
Concerns that rail fares will not be afford-
able.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 
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Socio economic

Concerns that the route is designed to 
serve planned housing developments at 
the expense of existing ones, and vice 
versa. 

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents.  

Socio economic

Concern that the route does not meet Na-
tional Infrastructure Commission’s recom-
mendation that transport corridors serve 
both existing and planned communities.

Comment noted. All five of our route op-
tions would serve both current and future 
communities. 

Socio economic
Doubt that this route will bring economic 
benefits to Royston.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Socio economic
Concerns that the rail line will increase 
congestion around the level crossing at 
Foxton.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid, minimise or mitigate potential nega-
tive impacts of new stations.  

Socio economic
Concern that this route does not benefit 
commuters to Cambridge.

Commuters to Cambridge will significant-
ly benefit from East West Rail in each of 
our route options. For route option D, East 
West Rail would serve up to four stations 
between Bedford and Bassingbourn, be-
fore arriving at Cambridge - providing new 
and improved journey options. 
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Socio economic

Concern that the route will cut off and/or 
isolate villages in Bedfordshire and South 
Cambridgeshire, because of the policy 
against level crossings, with specific men-
tions for Melbourne.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line.  
 
We are however committed to finding the 
best way to protect connectivity for the 
communities we serve and will be consid-
ering each intersection between East West 
Rail and existing rights of way individ-
ually as we design the exact preferred 
route alignment. As part of this, we will 
continue to work with the Office of Rail 
and Road, community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Socio economic

Concern that the route will cut off and/or 
isolate villages in Bedfordshire and South 
Cambridgeshire, because of the policy 
against level crossings, with specific men-
tions for Meldreth.

Socio economic

Concern that the route will cut off and/or 
isolate villages in Bedfordshire and South 
Cambridgeshire, because of the policy 
against level crossings, with specific men-
tions for Orwell.

Socio economic

Concerns that running the railway line 
alongside an existing railway line will 
contribute to the disruption of the road 
network. 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Socio economic

Speculation that running the route south of 
Bedford could see the Marston Vale railway 
line released for housing development, 
creating economic growth.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Socio economic
Concern that this route will create further 
housebuilding in Biggleswade. 

Our focus is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge.  
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas through the local plan process to 
ensure that the railway is aligned with 
local plans and the benefits are realised in 
a sustainable way.

Socio economic
Concerns that this route is indirect and 
convoluted.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station. 
This has resulted in a slightly less straight 
alignment compared with other route 
options. 

Socio economic
Concerns expressed about development on 
a high-risk flood zone near Tempsford.

We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas through the local plan process to 
ensure that the railway is aligned with 
local plans and the benefits are realised in 
a sustainable way.    
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Socio economic
Concerns about duplication of the existing 
train route into the south of Cambridge.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate authori-
ties to integrate East West Rail effectively 
with local transport networks.

Socio economic

Support for the railway leading to the de-
velopment of Bedford and Milton Keynes, 
as those towns are critical to the economic 
success of Oxford and Cambridge. 

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio economic
Suggestion to connect Royston station to 
Bassingbourn with a cycle path or rail link.

We will consider opportunities for cycle 
paths after a preferred route option has 
been selected. 

Socio economic
Opposition to this route on the grounds 
that it duplicates the Great Northern Line.

Comment noted. Only a very small portion 
of this route option could potentially dupli-
cate the Great Northern Line. 

Socio economic

Concerns regarding noise pollution caused 
by the railway. Suggestion that the project 
considers World Health Organisation 2018 
Noise Guideline.

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to man-
age noise and vibration effectively to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life as far as possible. 

Socio economic
Request to include cycle paths along the 
route to Cambridge.

Connections with new and existing local 
transport infrastructure, including cycle 
paths, will be considered in further detail 
after the preferred route option is selected.
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Socio economic
Support for the route proposed by CamBe-
dRailRoad, because a larger population 
will be served by the route.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio economic
Support for the route as it would encour-
age road users to use public transport, 
reducing pollution in the area.

We believe that East West Rail could 
encourage road users to use public trans-
port, and the flow-on benefits that could 
bring, including improvements to the local 
environment. 
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Station location
Concern that the need for Bassingbourn 
station is based on speculative housing 
development plans.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Station location
Concern that a station at Bassingbourn 
will increase road traffic.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Station location
Concern that the station in Bassingbourn 
will not connect to London.

Our focus is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge.  
However, residents in Bassingbourn would 
still be able to travel to Royston, for travel 
to London.

Station location
Support for the route as it will serve new 
developments in Bassingbourn, as well as 
Biggleswade.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 
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Station location
Concern about the potential environmen-
tal impact of the proposed Bassingbourn 
station.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Station location
Assertion that there would be no benefit 
for passengers and fewer opportunities for 
housing developments in Bassingbourn.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Station location
Concern that there is no planning per-
mission for the proposed Bassingbourn 
station.

Comment noted. We will consider both 
the National Networks National Policy 
Statement (NNNPS), the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) and Local Plans 
to inform design development aiming to 
meet adopted policy objectives, and to 
avoid constraints and minimise / mitigate 
any potential conflicts.   
 
A Development Consent Order (DCO) will 
also be applied for if this route option is 
selected, and this would provide powers to 
construct.
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Station location
Concern that the cost of Bassingbourn 
station has not been included in the route 
option construction cost.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.

Station location
Concern that a station at Bassingbourn 
would provide no economic benefit.

Comment noted. We intend to use the 
feedback to the consultation and our 
further engagement with the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) to inform our views on the 
prospects for development and growth 
in the Bassingbourn area, that could be 
supported by East West Rail.

Station location
Concern that the connection to Sandy 
station would face a large amount of ob-
jection.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station location
Recognition that Sandy station is close to 
other public transport links.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents and businesses are 
able to access East West Rail services.
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Station location
Suggestion that Sandy station is included 
on the ECML as an intercity stop.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to adjust stop-
ping patterns on the East Cost Mainline, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Station location
Arguments that Sandy station should be 
relocated north or south.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
have differing views on the potential loca-
tions of stations, which is why we present-
ed five different route options during the 
consultation. Route option B could see a 
Sandy station relocated north, while Route 
Option A could see a Sandy station relo-
cated south. 

Station location
Suggestion that the existing Sandy station 
would need to be upgraded.

Comment noted. Once a preferred route 
has been identified, we intend to work 
closely with local authorities, transport 
bodies and other local stakeholders to en-
sure that the local infrastructure require-
ments are considered in detail and that 
appropriate plans are developed.

Station location
Concern that relocating Sandy station 
would have a negative impact on conges-
tion.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Station location

Support for the route as by preventing the 
relocation of the station it would have pos-
itive effects for visitors and staff at RSPB 
Sandy.

We recognise this would have a positive 
effect for visitors and staff at RSPB Sandy 
and will take this into account in our fur-
ther analysis of each route option.
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Station location
Appreciation that the route does not in-
volve the relocation of Sandy station.

We recognise that there is support from 
some in the community to keep Sandy sta-
tion in its current location, while still ben-
efiting directly from East West Rail. This is 
one of the key reasons we have developed 
this route option. 

Station location
Recognition that connecting to Bedford 
Midland station would lead to economic 
growth in the town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Assertion that Bedford Midland station 
would need to be upgraded.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  
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Station location
Recognition that rail users would not have 
to change trains if the route serves Bedford 
Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Recognition that Bedford Midland station 
is close to other public transport links.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents and businesses are 
able to access East West Rail services.

Station location
Belief that the route fails to connect with 
Bedford Midland services.

If this route option were to be selected, 
East West Rail services would connect at 
Bedford Midland station.

Station location
Suggestion that an upgraded Bedford Mid-
land station would have a positive environ-
mental impact.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts.

Station location
Concern about the cost of connecting to 
Bedford Midland.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report440  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station location

Some beliefs that there are many opportu-
nities for housing developments in Bedford, 
and others that there is no opportunity for 
housing developments in Bedford. 

This route option could support additional 
housing through the densification of Bed-
ford town centre; however this is likely to 
offer significantly less potential than to the 
south of Bedford.

Station location

Recognition that there would be increased 
opportunity for connection to existing rail 
networks to the north and south of Bed-
ford.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents and businesses are 
able to access East West Rail services.

Station location
Suggestion that there is also provision for 
growth and a new station north of Bedford.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station location
Argument that it is a missed opportunity to 
connect to Bedford South or Wixams.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station location
Recognition that the route will serve new 
housing developments in Tempsford.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station. 

Station location
Concern regarding the general environ-
mental impact of Tempsford station.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Station location
Concern that development at Tempsford is 
unsustainable.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Station location
Concern about the cost of a new station at 
Tempsford.

Station costs will be explored in greater 
detail after we select a preferred route 
option and begin developing a preferred 
route alignment, where its potential loca-
tion will become clearer.
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Station location
Concern about building a station in 
Tempsford where it is prone to flooding.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Station location
Concern that a station at Tempsford would 
put Sandy station at risk.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.
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Station location
Concern about the impact on Tempsford 
Airfield.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments. 

Station location
Recognition that a station at Tempsford 
could relieve pressure on Sandy station.

We recognise that this route option could 
relieve pressure on both Sandy and St 
Neots station by attracting new and exist-
ing users to a new station between both of 
these locations. 

Station location
Concern that a station in Tempsford would 
increase traffic in the surrounding villages.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Station location
Support for a station at Tempsford as it 
would reduce traffic through Sandy.

We believe that a station in the Tempsford 
area could ease pressure on roads around 
Sandy, particularly to the north. 
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Station location
Belief that a new station at Tempsford 
would be pointless.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes 
C and D would also enable East West Rail 
to directly serve the existing Sandy station.

Station location
Assertion that a connection to Bedford 
South or Wixams would support approved 
housing developments.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Station location
Argument that a connection to Bedford 
South would reduce the journey time.

Comment noted. We can’t provide exact 
journey times at the moment, as they 
will depend on the detailed timetabling 
arrangements and the final alignment 
chosen. As the project progresses, we’ll be 
able to give you more detail on this point.
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Station location

Concern that a station at Bedford South 
would be difficult to access from the 
centre of Bedford and would increase road 
traffic.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Recognition that houses were purchased in 
the area south of Bedford because a new 
station at Wixams was promise.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station location
Argument that a station south of Bedford 
would serve the nearby industrial estate as 
well as Kempston and the local retail park.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station location
Concern that a station south of Bedford 
would but the proposed Wixams station at 
risk.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station location
Support for connection to Cambridge 
South station as it would provide opportu-
nities for a major hub of economic activity.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station location
Suggestion to include a station at Adden-
brooke’s Hospital.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
currently being brought forward by Net-
work Rail as a separate project. As part of 
this, we are working closely with them to 
ensure that East West Rail services would 
be able to serve the new station.

Station location
Suggestion to add a parkway station at 
Bassingbourn on the Hitchin to Cambridge 
line if housing developments go forward.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Station location

Suggestion to include a parkway station 
by the A1198/A428 junction at Caxton Gib-
bet, to serve residents of Cambourne and 
Papworth Everard.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station location
Suggestion to include provision or a light 
rail service between Bedford South and 
Bedford Midland.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide light 
rail services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Station location
Argument that any new station at Cam-
bourne should be within walking distance 
of existing developments.

Comment noted. Precise station locations 
will be explored in greater detail after we 
have selected a preferred route option. 
Once identified, we will then seek public 
input on their location through a further 
public consultation, at a later date. 
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Station location
Support for the route as it avoids dupli-
cation of the proposed Metro and future 
guided busway in Cambourne.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Station location
Assertion that a station at Cambourne 
would promote economic and housing 
growth in the area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Station location
Concern that the route does not support 
development at Bourn Airfield.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Station location
Argument that residents in Cambourne 
would benefit more from a station.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
have differing views on the potential loca-
tions of stations, which is why we present-
ed five different route options during the 
consultation. Route Options B and E would 
see East West Rail serve Cambourne. 
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Station location
Assertion that the route should arrive at 
Cambridge North station to create a multi-
modal transport hub.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station location
Argument that the route should include a 
station at St Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 
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Station location
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station location
Concern about the potential impact on the 
existing infrastructure at Royston station.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  
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Station location
Suggestion to include a station south of 
Great Shelford, and at Shepreth

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Station location
Concern regarding how the route will con-
nect to stations on the Bletchley to Bedford 
line.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Station location
Concern about the impact of large car 
parks at stations on the route.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities, government, transport author-
ities and other local stakeholders to ensure 
that the local infrastructure requirements 
are considered in detail, and that appro-
priate plans are developed.

Station location
Concern that the route does not serve Pot-
ton or other surrounding villages.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Station location
Concern that the route does not provide a 
sufficient number of new stations.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the proj-
ect progresses. That said, the population 
to serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
Whilst we consider that a southern ap-
proach is most optimal due to the reasons 
stated in our consultation documents, 
during the consultation we received a 
range of comments both in favour and 
against a southern approach. We will 
therefore carry out additional work to 
assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station  
approach

Recognition that a southern approach 
offers the most direct and fastest line.

Station  
approach

Concern that a southern approach passes 
through isolated, open countryside.

Station  
approach

Concern about rail capacity surrounding 
Cambridge South.

Station  
approach

Belief that the reasons given for a southern 
route are reasonable and well-argued.

Station  
approach

Support for a southern approach in 
general, but concern that the routes into 
Cambridge offered by East West Rail are 
inadequate.

Station  
approach

Concern that there is a greater environ-
mental impact caused by the southern 
approach into Cambridge.

Station  
approach

Belief that a southern approach is more 
affordable and supports greater economic 
growth.

Station  
approach

Argument that the southern approach into 
Cambridge poses fewer challenges than a 
northern approach.

Station  
approach

Support for a southern approach because 
there is greater potential for development 
in Bassingbourn.
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Station  
approach

Support for the route proposed by Cam 
Bed Rail Road (CBRR) which approaches 
Cambridge from the north.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. The reasons for doing so were:

• It could require changes to Cam-
bridge North station and adding tracks 
along the West Anglia Main Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

However, the consultation feedback form 
also asked a specific question about 
whether we were right to prioritise these 
routes. 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on this subject, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station  
approach

Assertion that a larger population would 
be served by a northern approach.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Station  
approach

Argument that a northern approach aligns 
with the A428 upgrade and therefore cre-
ates a multi-modal corridor.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report457  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station  
approach

Argument that a northern approach suc-
cessfully meets the five criteria set out by 
East West Rail.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station  
approach

Support for a connection to Bedford South 
as it will boost the local economy and 
community.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different views about the location 
of each station, which is why we presented 
five route options for consultation. Route 
options A, B and C would see East West 
Rail serving a Bedford South station. 
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Station ap-
proach

Argument that the station south of Bedford 
should be at Wixams.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station ap-
proach

Concern that there are not enough parking 
spaces to connect to Bedford Midland.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Engineering
Concern that this route extends journey 
times between Cambridge and Oxford.

We can’t provide exact journey times at 
the moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and 
the final alignment chosen. As the project 
progresses, we’ll be able to give you more 
detail on this point. 

Engineering
Bedford Midland is already congested, so 
adding services and passengers will make 
that problem worse.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Engineering

Concerns that the Great Northern Line 
cannot accommodate additional capac-
ity because a new housing development 
at Bassingbourn would generate extra 
London commuters using Royston and 
Meldreth stations.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the arc, by making it easi-
er for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some existing residents 
might continue to travel to London for 
work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes.

Engineering

Concerns that the Great Northern Line 
cannot accommodate additional capacity 
because this line will require considerable 
expansion, including new bridges, tracks 
and junctions.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Engineering

Concerns that the Great Northern Line 
cannot accommodate additional capacity 
because the track through Royston station 
is already at capacity.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Concern that widening the train line to six 
tracks in Sandy would be a serious chal-
lenge.

Technical/engineering complexity and 
associated costs are one of several factors 
that will be used to determine which route 
option is chosen. 
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Engineering
Support for routes being fully electrified, 
because of air pollution caused by diesel 
trains.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   

Engineering
Suggestion to follow the former Hitchin to 
Cambridge line.

As part of our analysis of route options, 
we considered whether it would be possi-
ble to follow the route of the old railway, 
but we quickly discovered a number of 
reasons why we couldn’t replicate the 
previous alignment. For example, the old 
railway has been built-over in some places 
since the 1960s, and is used for Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway. It would 
also not serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Bar-
racks and around Cambourne. That said, 
we may follow a similar route to the old 
railway in some places, for example to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Com-
mon. The precise route of the railway will 
be considered further once we have select-
ed one of the five broad route areas as our 
preferred option.

Engineering

Concern that this route does not take 
freight traffic off the road, by failing to 
open up night freight transport from Felix-
stowe through Cambridge.

Any impact from restrictions on night time 
rail freight operation through Cambridge 
are not part of East West Rail’s remit. 
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Engineering
Suggestion that a northern spur near 
Tempsford creates flexibility for freight and 
relief lines.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
All route options create the opportunity to 
physically connect to the ECML for freight 
purposes, should this be adopted as part 
of the wider freight strategy. 

Engineering

Suggestion that the train lines around Bed-
ford Midland should converge East West 
Rail, Midland Main Line and northbound 
freight lines.

Connectivity with the wider rail network is 
one of several factors that will be used to 
determine which route option is chosen. 

Engineering
Concerns about construction equipment 
damaging local roads.

While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
construction policy, we will look for ways 
to manage the impacts of construction 
effectively.

Engineering
Support for this line improving connectivity 
for Bedford town centre, station and Mid-
land Main Line.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Engineering
Suggestion to double the number of train 
lines at Bedford St Johns station.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Engineering
Support for an interchange at Bedford 
station.

Engineering
Recognition of importance of connecting 
new trainline with existing infrastructure at 
Bedford Midland.



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report463  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Engineering
Concern that the line fails to serve popula-
tions at Northstowe, Waterbeach, Cam-
bourne, and Bourn Airfield. 

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

For northerly locations such as North-
stowe and Waterbeach, the consultation 
prioritised route options that approached 
Cambridge from the south. Key reasons 
for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
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Engineering
Support for this route linking well with 
north/south lines.

Connecting with north/south lines formed 
a key part of our route option develop-
ment, and will continue to be considered 
as we analyse each route option in greater 
depth. 

Engineering

Concern about the extent and difficulty of 
construction works required to build this 
route, with a specific reference to relocat-
ing Sandy Station.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Engineering

Concern about the extent and difficulty of 
construction works required to build this 
route, with a specific reference to building 
the route over and among the hills between 
Bedford and Tempsford.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Engineering
Suggestion that the southern routes go 
through land which is better suited for 
building train tracks.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.
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Engineering
Concern about the impact of this route on 
level crossings, because of the increased 
barrier down time at Shepreth. 

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line.  

Engineering

Concern about the impact of this route on 
level crossings, because the policy of not 
supporting level crossings will lead to rural 
communities being severed and the county 
being divided in half.

Engineering
Concern about the impact of this route on 
level crossings, because greater detours 
will be created.

Engineering

Concern about the impact of this route 
on level crossings, because of expansion 
of the already dangerous level crossing 
at Foxton, to support the Great Northern 
Route.

Engineering

Concern about the impact of this route on 
level crossings, because further tunnelling 
or bridging will be needed to avoid more 
level crossings, at greater expense.

Engineering

Concern about the impact of this route on 
level crossings, because of speed restric-
tions on the line, leading to longer train 
times.

Engineering
Concern about the impact of this route 
on level crossings, because of traffic flows 
between Bassingbourn and Cambridge.
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Engineering

Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines because 
·         Proposed interchanges at Bedford. 
·         Connection the East Coast Main Line 
at Tempsford. 
·         Connecting the route to the Cam-
bridge line near Shepreth. 
·         Delays and bottlenecks due to ca-
pacity constraints. 
·         Concerns about the extent of the 
construction work required to connect to 
the West Anglia Main Line. 
·         Main lines already being at or near 
capacity, especially at peak times, with 
particular reference to the East Coast 
Main Line. 
·         Disruption caused to the lines during 
construction work. 
·         The potential need for a flyover to be 
constructed. 
·         The impact of timetable changes.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Engineering
Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines including the proposed 
interchanges at Bedford.

Engineering
Concern raised about integration with oth-
er main rail lines including the connection 
to the East Coast Main Line at Tempsford. 

Engineering
Concern raised about integration with oth-
er main rail lines including connecting the 
route to the Cambridge line near Shepreth.
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Engineering
Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines including delays and 
bottlenecks due to capacity constraints.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Engineering

Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines including concerns 
about the extent of the construction work 
required to connect to the West Anglia 
Main Line.

Engineering

Concern raised about integration with oth-
er main rail lines including main lines al-
ready being at or near capacity, especially 
at peak times, with particular reference to 
the East Coast Main Line.

Engineering
Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines including disruption 
caused 
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Engineering

Concern raised about integration with 
other main rail lines because: 
- Significant physical concerns raised 
about the route because it is the longest 
route, therefore worst for the environment 
as it uses the most land.  
- Significant physical concerns raised 
about the route because the track taking 
indirect routes between stations, with spe-
cific reference to the route between Sandy 
and Cambridge. 
- Significant physical concerns raised 
about the route because trains run better 
on straighter routes, and so will have to 
travel at reduced speeds because of the 
curvature of this track. 
- Significant physical concerns raised 
about the route because the increased 
length of the route is commonly assumed 
to mean that passenger fares will be high-
er. 
- Significant physical concerns raised 
about the route because the increased 
length of the route is commonly assumed 
to mean that construction costs will be 
higher.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
impact of the railway on the wider rail 
network is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Engineering

Recognition that the differences in route 
length and journey time between the Cam 
Bed Rail Road and East West Rail route 
options are negligible. 

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Engineering
Concern about the proposed route having 
to cross the River Ouse twice.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Engineering
Concerns that this route ignores the devel-
opment of the A1.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Engineering
Recognition that the northerly and south-
erly approaches pose similar levels of 
engineering challenges.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering

Suggestion that Tempsford is a good loca-
tion for grade separation, where the East 
West Rail and East Coast Main Line could 
cross one another.

Matters such as these will be explored in 
greater detail after a preferred route op-
tion is selected. 

Engineering

Widespread concerns that this route would 
lead to significant housebuilding, and that 
additional residents would be too much for 
local road infrastructure to support, with 
particular reference to Bassingbourn and 
Tempsford.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Engineering
Support for the route avoiding causing 
disruption to the A603.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway 
and traffic authorities to identify ways we 
can avoid, minimise or mitigate potential 
negative impacts of new infrastructure and 
stations.  

Engineering

Recognition that this route capitalises well 
upon existing rail infrastructure and sta-
tions, with specific references to Bedford 
and Sandy.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Engineering
Criticism that this route does not capitalise 
enough on existing infrastructure. 

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Engineering
Suggestion to convert Thebes Road into a 
dual carriageway.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Engineering
Concern expressed at the expense of tun-
nelling north of Bedford.

Precise infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option is selected, and as part of 
the detailed route alignment development 
work. 

Engineering
Concern about requirements to modify 
Cambridge North station.

Engineering Support for an upgrade to Royston station.

We are not proposing to serve Royston 
station with any of our route options, and 
therefore an upgrade to Royston station is 
not within our current plans.

Engineering
Suggestion to improve Cambridge North 
station into a transport hub for buses, 
cycles, taxis and pedestrians. 

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. New journeys will be opened 
up for people taking advantage of the new 
line, which will involve directly connecting 
onto other rail lines and other modes of 
transport. While these improvements are 
not within our remit to provide, we’re com-
mitted to working closely with appropriate 
authorities to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Engineering
Support for the route on the grounds it is 
the most direct. 

Comment noted. Directness is one of many 
factors were are continuing to assess, 
before a route option is selected. 

Engineering
Support for the route on the grounds it 
connects people and businesses in Bedford 
and Sandy. 

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands. 



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report471  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Engineering
Concerns about track curves being too 
sharp for freight trains.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering
Support for Cam Bed Rail Road’s proposal 
to add a line of track through Cambridge 
North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Alternative 
Route

Comment expressing concern that this 
route does not comply with NIC recom-
mendations.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Alternative 
Route

Comments advocating adoption of the 
Cam Bed Rail Road proposed route be-
cause: 
-  it meets the project criteria better than 
routes A-E. 
- it creates new stations in unsuitable 
locations including Cambourne, St Neots 
and Northstowe. 
- It creates a multi-modal transport hub at 
Cambridge North. 
- it serves a passenger catchment area 
of 200,000 people, offering significant 
opportunity for modal shift and increased 
passenger revenue. 
- it removes the need for trains to reverse. 
- it is the best option for the long-term 
economic growth of Cambridge and its 
surrounds. 
- it offers cost-effective solutions for engi-
neering problems. 
- it is the best option for the environment.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative 
Route

Concerns expressed about a new station 
at Bassingbourn because residents are 
opposed to development in this area.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may lie, in 
order to ensure that East West Rail sup-
ports both current and future residents. 

Alternative 
Route

Concerns about omitting Cambourne 
from the route on the grounds that it has a 
large population of people who commute 
to Cambridge, and that it will mean traffic 
congestion caused by those commuters 
will be relocated rather than eased.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different views about the location 
of each station, which is why we presented 
five route options for consultation. Route 
options B and E would serve Cambourne.
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Alternative 
Route

Concerns about the environmental risk to 
Sandy Heath and the Wimpole Estate.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these. 

Alternative 
Route

Concern that the route does not serve St 
Neots.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 
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Alternative 
Route

Request for the route to avoid Shepreth.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application.

Alternative 
Route

Concern about the route being designed 
to take into account speculative housing 
development at Bassingbourn Airfield, 
instead of serving approved developments 
to the north.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback to the consultation and 
our further engagement with the MoD to 
inform our views on the prospects for de-
velopment in the Bassingbourn area, that 
could be supported by East West Rail.

Alternative 
Route

Concern that the route perpetuates rath-
er than addresses the public transport 
service imbalance between the north and 
south of Cambridge.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Alternative 
Route

Suggestion to take this route north through 
St Neots and Huntingdon stations.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by Net-
work Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Alternative 
Route

Suggestion that the route follows the A421 
and A428 past St Neots, Papworth and 
Cambourne, then heading southwards to 
Addenbrookes. 

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Alternative 
Route

Suggestion to connect the train line at 
Stewartby.

Matters such as these will be explored in 
greater detail after a preferred route op-
tion is selected. 

Alternative 
Route

Support for a northerly route to Cam-
bridge, rather than a southerly route.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

• A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station and 
adding tracks along the West Anglia Main 
Line 
• The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make it 
more expensive to build and operate and 
result in longer journey times
• Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times
• Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Alternative 
Route

Suggestion to incorporate a Bedford Mid-
land-Stevenage route.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the DfT and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward. A route via Stev-
enage is therefore not within our remit. 

Alternative 
Route

Concerns expressed about this route being 
too damaging for the environment and 
agricultural land.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option se-
lection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted 
in support of the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application. 
 
The impact on agricultural land shall be 
considered as part of these should this 
route be taken forward.

Alternative 
Route

Concern about the suitability of residential 
and hilly terrain north of Bedford.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.
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Alternative 
Route

Concerns that this route misses major 
population centres of Bedford, St Neots 
and Cambourne.

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Alternative 
Route

Suggestion that a northern spur near 
Tempsford creates flexibility for freight and 
relief lines.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.   
 
All route options create the opportunity to 
physically connect to the ECML for freight 
purposes, should this be adopted as part 
of the wider freight strategy. 

Alternative 
Route

Suggestion that Oxford services should 
travel through Cambridge to terminate at 
Cambridge South, Stansted and/or Kings 
Cross.

There are currently no plans for East West 
Rail Co services to operate to Stansted or 
London King’s Cross.



Route Option D

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report480  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter raised Regard had to the matter raised

Alternative 
Route

Concerns about the route adversely 
affecting Biggleswade Common, with 
suggestion that this could be achieved by 
using the former Varsity Line.

As part of our development of route op-
tions, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow the alignment of the for-
mer Varsity Line, which closed in the 1960s. 
Although limited sections of the Varsity 
Line alignment are potentially usable - for 
example in the area to the south-east of 
Sandy between the RSPB Nature Reserve 
and Biggleswade Common - much of the 
original alignment is not suitable. Reasons 
for this include that the old alignment has 
been built-over with structures including 
the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory 
and the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, 
and that the old alignment would not 
adequately serve areas that could support 
growth and new homes, including south 
of Bedford, the area between Sandy and 
St Neots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
and around Cambourne. 

Alternative 
Route

Suggestion to route the train line directly 
underneath Black Cat roundabout to cre-
ate ‘Blackcat Parkway’ station.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date.  

Cost
Concern that the route, along with the 
other southern routes, is a waste of money.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in or-
der to ensure that East West Rail supports 
both current and future residents. Our 
analysis prior to consultation suggested 
that southerly route options could support 
potential growth around Bedford, Sandy 
and Biggleswade, and in the Bassingbourn 
area (focused on the MoD site).
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Cost

Concern that this route option is unneces-
sarily more expensive than Route Option 
A, because the changes needed to Bedford 
Midland station. 

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. 

Cost
Concern that the cost of the route option 
excludes maintenance costs.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Concern that the route option is not cost 
effective and doesn’t offer value for mon-
ey.

Having identified the corridor via Sandy as 
the preferred route corridor, the next stage 
in developing the East West Rail central 
section was to consider route options 
within that corridor. These route options 
were developed and considered against a 
wide range of practical factors, strategic 
objectives and key criteria - all of which 
are published in our Technical Report. The 
resulting five route options were deemed to 
have best addressed these considerations. 
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options, and select a preferred 
route option. We welcome your feedback 
as part of this. 
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Cost
Suggestion that the cost of new housing 
developments should be included in the 
cost.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost
Concern regarding the cost related to the 
impact on existing transport infrastructure.

The cost estimates presented in the con-
sultation do include high-level allowanc-
es for local infrastructure that would be 
required to access East West Rail stations. 
However, once a preferred route has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Cost
Concerns that the indicative cost does not 
include the cost of a new station at Bass-
ingbourn. 

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost esti-
mates presented in the consultation given 
the uncertainty about whether the MoD 
site at Bassingbourn could be developed 
for housing. However, the costs of station 
provision are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment or 
comparison of route options against the 
‘costs and overall affordability’ criterion 
on which views were sought through the 
consultation.
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Cost
Concern that there is a lack of informa-
tion on how the indicative costs have been 
calculated. 

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost

Concerns that the indicative costs are 
underestimated as more new track needs 
laying and doesn’t include cost of land for 
new homes or infrastructure improvements, 
like those required to the road network to 
new stations. 

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative, and  sought to allow peo-
ple to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. These costs included appropriate-
ly high levels of contingency and optimism 
bias. We will continue to refine these costs 
as we move towards selecting a preferred 
route option, and then onto a more precise 
alignment, when more granular informa-
tion becomes available. 

Cost

Suggestion that extra cost compared to 
Route Option A is good value due to the 
benefit of going through Bedford Midland, 
instead of a new Bedford South station. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Cost

Concerns that the cost is based on having 
level crossings instead of tunnels/bridges 
on the route. Level crossings cheaper but 
less desirable. 

Although Britain’s level crossing safety re-
cord is amongst the best in the world, level 
crossings are a significant source of risk 
to the public. The Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR) - who are responsible for safety 
on our railways - have a clear policy that 
no new level crossings should be built in 
Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line. 

Cost
Concerns about the cost of building a line 
to the north of Bedford due to challenges 
with topography. 

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Cost
Concern that the route isn’t financially 
viable as it doesn’t go through Cambourne 
and won’t ‘pay for itself’ 

While future housing growth depends on 
a number of factors including site alloca-
tions by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. Our analysis prior 
to consultation suggested that souther-
ly route options could support potential 
growth around Bedford, Sandy and Big-
gleswade, and in the Bassingbourn area 
(focused on the MoD site). 

Cost

Concerns that the increased cost and 
travel time of the route compared to Route 
Option A, means it isn’t an effective option 
and less desirable for the taxpayer. 

Cost and travel time are only two of many 
factors we are considering. Matters such 
as environmental impact and potential for 
economic growth must also be considered. 

Cost
Support for the route option because it is a 
reasonable cost, route and journey time. 

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Cost
Suggestion that not building a new station 
at Tempsford would make the route option 
less expensive and therefore better value. 

Cost is one of a number of important 
factors that will drive the decision making 
process. Other factors include transport 
user benefits, and potential for economic 
growth.

Cost
Suggestion that running the line across to 
Tempsford to East Coast Mainline then to 
South Cambridge should help reduce cost. 

Detailed alignments will be explored in 
greater detail after a preferred route op-
tion is selected. 

Cost
Suggestion that the cost of building a 
station at Bassingbourn should be paid for 
by developers.

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost 
estimates presented in the consultation 
given the uncertainty about whether the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn could be devel-
oped for housing. However, the costs of 
a station are relatively small and are not 
considered material to the assessment of 
route options against the ‘costs and overall 
affordability’ criterion on which views were 
sought through the consultation. We will 
continue to explore the appropriate and 
most effective funding model for East West 
Rail.

Cost
Concern about the cost of mitigating envi-
ronmental impacts.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Cost
Suggestion to secure additional funding 
through a Community Infrastructure Levy 
or Section 106 agreements.

We are continuing to explore the appropri-
ate and most effective funding model for 
East West Rail, and will provide updates on 
this as the project progresses.

Cost
Have regard for the opportunity to share 
costs with the Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet 
road upgrade.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective proj-
ects are designed and delivered in a way 
that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Consultation

Concerns about the lack of information 
available in the consultation documents 
on the environmental impact of the route 
option.

Comment noted. We will continue to as-
sess the potential environmental effects of 
the route options as part of our preferred 
route option selection and an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be 
undertaken, and an Environmental State-
ment (ES) submitted, with the Development 
Consent Order (DCO). 

Consultation
Questions on the route option are ambig-
uous and there is not enough information 
provided on the route. 

At this early stage of route option devel-
opment we are focussing on assessing the 
potential opportunities and challenges for 
the broader areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific route alignments. With this in 
mind, the consultation questions were kept 
intentionally broad, so as to not exclude or 
dissuade particular comments. 
 
Once we’ve received all the feedback to 
our consultation, including the feedback 
from local authorities, the Department for 
Transport, Network Rail and other groups, 
we’ll be able to announce a preferred route 
option. It is at this point that we will de-
velop a specific route alignment in greater 
detail. This will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion and maps.

Consultation
Concerns raised over format of the consul-
tation feedback form and the 1-5 rating for 
the route option. 

The consultation feedback form invited 
people to provide general comments about 
each route option, along with ranking how 
each route option performed against our 
selection criteria. We believe this is an 
appropriate way to allow people to provide 
comments and feeback.
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Consultation

Concerns raised about the use of a wide 
corridor for the route option in the con-
sultation documents, making it difficult to 
give useful comments. 

The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop our 
route options, and select a preferred route 
option. While we appreciate some peo-
ple wanted more detailed information, as 
we were at an early stage in route option 
development, this was not possible. More 
detail will become available at future 
consultations, after we have developed a 
preferred route alignment. 

Other

A concern was raised that after attending 
a consultation event, it was not possible to 
determine if the rail line was for passen-
gers or freight.

Thank you for your feedback. It is re-
grettable to hear that you were unable 
to get the information you sought at the 
consultation event. We can confirm that 
we intend for the railway to provide both 
passenger and freight services.  

Other
Concerns around compliance of the route 
with WHO 2018 noise guidelines, specifi-
cally around Bassingbourn.

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to man-
age noise and vibration effectively to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life as far as possible. 

Other
Concerns over the whole route as objec-
tion to the overall proposal of expansion in 
the region. 

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Other
Concern that the route is not in accor-
dance with the adopted local plan to the 
south of Bassingbourn.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have these into account as part 
of our route option development process. 
We will continue to work with local author-
ities as they develop and update their local 
plans. 

Other
Concern that the route favours Cam-
bridge’s biomedical campus too much. 

The proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail as 
a separate project. We are however work-
ing closely with them to ensure that East 
West Rail services would be able to serve 
the new station.
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Route Option E

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Tetworth Es-
tate, specifically the potential for splitting 
the estate.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Tetworth 
Estate, specifically from noise pollution.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Tetworth 
Estate, specifically from light pollution.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Tetworth 
Estate, specifically the impact on views to 
and from Greensand Ridge.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Tetworth 
Estate, specifically the impact on farming 
on the estate.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Mullard Radio Astronomy 
Observatory.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Croxton Park.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Tetworth Hall and associ-
ated buildings.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including St Mary’s Church, Whad-
don.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Woodbury Hall.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Moggerhanger Estate.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on heritage 
assets, including Wimpole Estate.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Croxton 
Park, specifically on scheduled monument 
earthworks.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these assessments.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Croxton 
Park, specifically on grade II land.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Croxton 
Park, specifically on the designated wild-
life site.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including designated 
sites, will be considered as part of these 
assessments. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about the impact on Croxton 
Park, specifically on the environmental 
stewardship scheme.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets, and the impact on them, 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Observation that the route avoids heritage 
assets, including many comments support-
ing the route because it avoids Wimpole 
Hall. Comment noted. We’re committed to 

protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Many comments that the route option 
has less impact on heritage assets than 
southern routes, with repeated reference to 
Wimpole Hall.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Observation that the route option has less 
impact on heritage assets than southern 
routes, with specific reference to Bassing-
bourn MoD.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Heritage assets, and the impact on them, 
will be considered as part of these assess-
ments. 

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about damage to the Roman 
Road at Tempsford.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

Concern about preservation of views of the 
landmark Ravensden Water Tower.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 

General opposition to the route on the 
basis of impact on the countryside.

Environment 
– Heritage - 
historically 
significant sites 
identified 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on Greensand 
Ridge, specifically views from the ridge, 
and light and noise pollution.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Changes to noise and light pollution will be 
considered as part of these assessments. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact of viaducts or 
bridges, with specific reference to crossing 
the M11.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Suggestion that this route should be 
dropped because it is not the shortest and 
straightest and therefore increases im-
pacts on the environment.

Comment noted. We will continue to as-
sess the potential environmental effects of 
the route options as part of our preferred 
route option selection and an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be 
undertaken, and an Environmental State-
ment (ES) submitted, with the Development 
Consent Order (DCO). 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on the country-
side of housing numbers at Tempsford.

We recognise that additional housing 
growth is a sensitive and important issue 
for local communities, and appreciate 
there are varying opinions both in favour 
and against it.  
 
While our remit is limited to delivering 
infrastructure in the railway - we do take 
into account growth projections. Howev-
er, ultimately it is the responsibility of the 
relevant scheme promoter to assess and 
report the effects of their proposed devel-
opment. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on Croxton 
Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Suggestion that this was the least bad of 
the route options available

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Have regard to the Cambridge Clay Pla-
teau.

We have taken this into account as part of 
our route option analysis.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that avoiding village settlements 
is impossible given the constraints of the 
area in Caxton.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop 
a preferred route alignment. As part of 
this, we will seek to mitigate the impact on 
existing villages. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that avoiding village settlements 
is impossible given the constraints of the 
area in Bourn.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that avoiding village settlements 
is impossible given the constraints of the 
area in Caldecote.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that avoiding village settlements 
is impossible given the constraints of the 
area in Kingston.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that avoiding village settlements 
is impossible given the constraints of the 
area in Toft and/or Comberton.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Ravensden.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
The impact on communities will be consid-
ered as part of these.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the south of 
Cambridge.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Tempsford.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the north of 
Bedford.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the west of 
Cambridge.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Croxton Park.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on country-
side and rural villages, including in South 
Bedfordshire.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
The impact on communities will be consid-
ered as part of these.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including those south of 
the A428 and west of the A1 (M).

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Waresley.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Abbotsley.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the south of 
Abbotsley.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the south of 
Cambourne.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the south of 
St Neots.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Caldecote.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Hardwick.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Bourn Airfield.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including to the north 
and west of the A603 towards Cambourne.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Blunham.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Roxton.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
The impact on communities will be consid-
ered as part of these.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
and rural villages, including Eyeworth.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about general impact on rural vil-
lages, including pressure on development.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern that the route will split villages.

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Suggestion that the environment south of 
Bedford was already spoiled, so it makes 
no sense to run a railway in unspoiled 
countryside north of Bedford.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Opposition to the route because of the 
impact on the hilly landscape between 
Sandy and Bedford.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Concern about the cumulative impact of 
road (A428) and rail on the countryside.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate environ-
mental impacts. We will continue to assess 
the potential environmental effects of the 
route options as part of our preferred route 
option selection and an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertak-
en, and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted, with the Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  
 
In developing the East West Rail project, 
our team will continue to engage with a 
wide range of stakeholders and to work to 
understand the wider development con-
text.  Our design development is taking 
into account other projects and will look 
for opportunities to minimise and mitigate 
impacts.   
 
At the assessment stage, the combined im-
pacts of our scheme and other committed 
development will be considered as part of 
the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Suggestion that the route option could run 
alongside the CAM Metro to reduce envi-
ronmental impacts.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment 
– Landscape - 
visual impact 

Opposition to the option on the grounds it 
would lead to the coalescence of Temps-
ford with Sandy and/or St Neots.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on agricultural 
land.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
The impact on agricultural land shall be 
considered should this route be taken 
forward.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Opposition on the basis it would be the 
worst option for wildlife and the environ-
ment.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these.  
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

General concern about noise pollution and 
the knock-on impacts on health.  Specific 
references to Great Gransden and Caxton.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate environ-
mental impacts.  
 
We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will seek to effective-
ly manage noise and vibration to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and 
quality of life. We expect to have a draft 
noise policy in line with the next communi-
ty consultation.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on parkland.  Two 
specific, but unnamed, areas impacted by 
this route option.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about specific birds known to 
visit Tetworth estate, including those with 
RED conservation status: Grey Partridge, 
Lapwing, Marsh Tit, Skylark, Song Thrush, 
Yellow Wagtail, Yellowhammer. 

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about specific birds known to visit 
Tetworth estate, including Little Ringed 
Plover.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about specific birds known to 
visit Tetworth estate, including those with 
GREEN conservation status: Hobby - a 
scarce breeder in Cambridgeshire and 
afforded enhanced protection under 
Schedule I of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act (1981), Barn Owl - afforded enhanced 
protection under Schedule I of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act (1981).

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about specific birds known to 
visit Tetworth estate, including those with 
AMBER conservation status: Kestrel, Reed 
Bunting, Quail.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on wildlife sites, 
including RSPB Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on wildlife sites, 
including Biggleswade Common.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on wildlife sites, 
including the area around Lordsbridge.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about wildlife in flood plains, 
including otters.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern that a longer route means a 
greater environmental impact.

Comment noted. . We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that the route option impacts 
sites that are less environmentally sensi-
tive.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that this route option is the 
best for Sandy because it does not com-
promise National Trust, RSPB, SSSI and 
Biggleswade Common.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Comment that the route avoids damaging 
the environment around Biggleswade.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Comments that this route option has the 
benefit of developing fewer greenfield 
sites.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about wildlife corridors in Bed-
ford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on areas of wildlife 
including Clapham Park Wood.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on areas of wildlife 
including Harrold Odell Country Park.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on areas of wildlife 
including Croxton Park (county wildlife 
site).

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on areas of wildlife 
including Greensand Ridge National Char-
acter Area.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on SSSIs includ-
ing Gamlingay Wood.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including SSSIs, will 
be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on SSSIs includ-
ing Waresley Wood.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on SSSIs includ-
ing Caldecote Meadows.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on SSSIs includ-
ing Hardwick Wood.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on SSSIs includ-
ing Weaveley and Sand Woods.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Comments that the station should be on 
the other side of Cambourne, with specif-
ic reference to policies on park and ride 
in the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan, 
which said sites of national and local 
nature conservation should be separated 
from Cambourne by the A428.

Passenger demand for rail travel has 
grown significantly since 1994 and it is 
predicted to continue to grow significantly 
in the future. The Government has con-
cluded that there is a compelling need for 
development of the national rail network 
and East West Rail meets the policy objec-
tives set out in National Networks National 
Policy Statement (NNNPS).  
 
We will consider both the National Net-
works National Policy Statement (NNNPS), 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and Local Plans to to inform de-
sign development (including final station 
locations), aiming to meet adopted policy 
objectives and to avoid constraints and 
minimise / mitigate any potential conflicts.  
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that the route avoids environ-
mental assets, including many supporting 
the option because it avoids RSPB Sandy 
nature reserve.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects,  environmentally sig-
nificant sites, will be considered as part of 
these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that the route avoids other 
environmental assets including Sandy 
Warren SSSI/Sandy Heath.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects, including SSSIs, will 
be considered as part of these environ-
mental assessments.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that the route avoids oth-
er environmental assets including Big-
gleswade Common, Wimpole Hall, Green-
sand Ridge, Cleat Hill, Sunderland Hill, 
Chequers Hill and Thriplow RSPB.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment.  

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that this option avoids 
destruction of protected bird habitats in 
Wimpole Avenue including buzzards.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that this option avoids 
destruction of protected bird habitats in 
Wimpole Avenue including red kites.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on countryside 
between Cambourne and Cambridge.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.



Route Option E

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report511  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about development on greens-
paces in Bedford - particularly country 
park and the embankment.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
The impact on community facilities and 
green spaces will be considered as part of 
these.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on Countryside 
Restoration Trust in Barton.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Many comments in support of the route 
option because it does less damage to the 
environment and has less general impact 
than other routes.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about the impact on hedgerows.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Many comments that the route option 
has less impact on the environment than 
southern routes, specifically SSSIs

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Have regard to the Government’s 25-year 
environment plan and its commitments to 
protect nature.

We recognise the importance of biodiversi-
ty and support the government’s policy on 
biodiversity net gain. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about impact on environment of 
pollution from diesel trains.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality will be considered 
as part of these. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Support for the route option because it 
would ease congestion on the roads and 
therefore reduce air pollution, specifically 
on the A1 southbound, A14, A428 and the 
A1198.

We understand that this route option has 
the potential to ease pressure on major 
roads, as is will be the case with the other 
four route options. Taking traffic off roads 
and encouraging rail use as a viable alter-
native is a key goal of ours. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about congestion and air quality 
in Bedford.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality will be considered 
as part of these. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

General concern that the route option 
(along with all the others) would not con-
stitute sustainable development as defined 
in the NPPF.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse  impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS).

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Comments that the route option has little 
or no impact on the environment, particu-
larly when compared to other options.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Suggestion of taking into account traffic 
impacts from the earliest stage to ensure 
net environmental gains.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse  impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS). 
 
Changes to traffic will be considered as 
part of these. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Observation that the route option would 
reduce environmental damage in an area 
of growth.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).  

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Suggestion that the Cam Bed Rail Road 
option would meet East West Rail aims 
east of Sandy without disproportionate 
environmental costs.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern that East West Rail Co had not 
carried out environmental assessments of 
this route option, or any others, and gen-
eral concern that the environment is not 
being properly considered.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.  
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern that this is a longer route option 
and therefore transport along it will be less 
energy efficient.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
 
The operational demands, and associated 
greenhouse gas emissions, will be consid-
ered as part of these.   

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern that travel to Sandy North/
Tempsford would be by car, creating envi-
ronmental damage.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The operational demands, including 
changes to traffic, will be considered as 
part of these. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Opposition to the route on general environ-
mental grounds.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding ap-
proaches to delivery that avoid, minimise 
or mitigate environmental impacts.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Support for a station on the outskirts of 
Cambridge to reduce traffic into the city 
and therefore congestion, improving envi-
ronment outcomes.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The operational demands, including 
changes to traffic, will be considered as 
part of these. 

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about barbastelle bat habitats in 
Eversden and Wimpole Woods.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).   
 
The potential impact on bat habitats will 
be considered as part of these assess-
ments.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Opposition to the route on the grounds 
it needlessly goes north to Cambourne 
then to south Cambridge, impacting more 
countryside.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
species, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Concern about traffic in country roads 
west of Cambridge.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Changes to traffic will be considered as 
part of these. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment – 
Nature - en-
vironmental 
impact 

Support for the route on the basis the 
countryside is ‘already scarred’.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).   
 
The socio-economic impacts of the scheme 
and changes to landscape shall be con-
sidered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that this route option would have 
a negative general impact on watercours-
es, including the Great Ouse Valley.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Impacts to watercourses will be considered 
as part of these.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that this route option would have 
a negative general impact on watercours-
es, including Ravensden Brook.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that this route option would have 
a negative acoustic impact on watercours-
es including the Great Ouse.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that the route would need to 
cross the Ouse, specifically the impact of 
structures to cross it.  One comment that 
the route option has less impact on the 
Ouse.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern about development in flood 
plains, including in the Bourn Brook Valley.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern about development in flood 
plains, including between Cambourne and 
Cambridge.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern about development in flood 
plains, including at the potential Temps-
ford station site.

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Recognition that the route option has 
less impact on chalk rivers in South Cam-
bridgeshire

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Impacts to watercourses will be considered 
as part of these.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment - 
flood risk/water 
specific

Concern that the route option would cross 
Flood Zone Three.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about the impact on ancient 
woodlands, including to the north of Ren-
hold.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including woodlands 
and ancient woodlands, will be considered 
as part of these environmental assess-
ments.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Clapham Park.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Gamlingay Wood.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Waresley Wood.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Caldecote Meadows.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Hardwick Wood.

Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Concern about impact on woodland in-
cluding Weaveley and Sand Woods.
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Environment - 
ancient wood-
land/woodland 
specific

Support for the route option, with a sug-
gestion of minimising impact on mature 
woodland.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid, minimise or mitigate negative 
environmental impacts. As part of this, we 
have committed to delivering biodiversity 
net gain along the Arc. Biodiversity net 
gain requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development. 
This approach supports the Government’s 
25-year Environment Plan.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted, 
when we submit our Development Consent 
Order (DCO).   
 
The potential impact on mature woodland 
will form part of these assessments.

Environment - 
roads and rights 
of way specific

Concern that pupils’ cycling and walking 
routes from Eversden to Comberton will be 
cut off.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.    
 
Changes to rights of way and access 
routes will be considered as part of these.
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Environment - 
roads and rights 
of way specific

Concern that the route option is too near 
bridleways, making them unsafe for riding.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Changes to rights of way and access 
routes will be considered as part of these.

Transport
Concern that pupils’ cycling and walking 
routes from Eversden to Comberton will be 
cut off.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in a 
way that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
General support on the basis that it pro-
vides an east-west rail link.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.
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Transport
Comments on the impact the East West 
Rail project may have on mainline trains to 
Peterborough.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Transport
Comments that this route would link well 
with the X5 bus route.

Comment noted. We intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Transport
Comment that this route benefits commu-
nities that currently have poor transport 
links.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Transport
Concern that the route doesn’t serve ex-
isting and planned developments around 
Cambridge.

While future housing growth depends on a 
number of factors including site allocations 
by local authorities, we have been engag-
ing closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents. 

Transport
Recognition that the route option connects 
areas of population.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in order 
to ensure that East West Rail supports both 
current and future residents. 
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Transport
Suggestion of a new chord around Cam-
bridge North to help freight trains pass 
Cambridge east and west.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Transport
Concern that journey time is being fa-
voured over serving greater populations.

Comment noted. Potential journey times 
are but one of many factors that we are 
taking into account as we move towards 
selecting a preferred route option. 

Transport
Comment that the route would benefit 
Sandy because it would reduce traffic 
there.

Easing pressure on roads and encouraging 
rail use is a key goal of ours, and we un-
derstand that this option, as well as others, 
could realise that opportunity in places 
such as Sandy.

Transport
Oppose the route on the grounds it does 
not adequately serve Bedfordshire towns 
including Sandy, Potton and Biggleswade.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the project 
progresses. That said, the population to 
serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.

Transport
Concern about traffic around a potential 
Sandy North/Tempsford station.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Transport
Support on the basis it brings the greatest 
benefits to transport users.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands

Transport
Concern that the route option might in-
crease traffic south of Cambridge.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Concern that the route won’t ease traffic 
congestion because it doesn’t directly 
serve Cambourne.

While the precise location of the station 
will be determined at a later stage of 
planning, if chosen as our preferred route 
option, this route option would serve Cam-
bourne. 

Transport
Suggestion that East West Rail Co should 
ignore the CAM Metro plans because they 
are highly speculative.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Observation that this route option would 
encourage commuters to use sustainable 
transport, including those in Cambourne.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Transport
Suggestion that the route option will 
improve commuting options for sixth form 
pupils travelling into Cambridge. 

Comment noted. Each route option has the 
potential to help people travel east-west 
into and out of Cambridge. 

Transport
Suggestion of improving cycle links around 
Cambourne to East West Rail to encourage 
bicycle use.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport

Observation that there is already signifi-
cant demand for good public transport in 
Cambourne, particularly from tourists and 
business visitors, when compared to other 
areas.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in order 
to ensure that East West Rail supports both 
current and future residents. 

Transport

Concern that if East West Rail does not go 
via Cambourne and the CAM Metro does 
not happen, the town will be left without 
good public transport.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, howev-
er we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Transport

Observation that the CAM Metro and East 
West Rail should both serve Cambourne, 
because one would provide a stopping ser-
vice with the other enabling fast journeys.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Suggestion that linking the route with the 
expressway would enable a park and ride 
rail link.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in a 
way that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Transport
Concern that this would not promote mul-
timodal transport.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
connecting services, we’re committed to 
working closely with appropriate author-
ities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 

Transport
Recognition of the benefit that this would 
produce a multimodal transport corridor 
along the A428.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the NIC suggested that “Maxim-
ising the potential of [the Oxford-Cam-
bridge Expressway and East West Rail] to 
support well-connected and well-designed 
new communities will mean... developing 
the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along 
the same broad corridor as East West 
Rail”. All five of our route options align with 
their proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in a 
way that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
Concern about the A603 being cut across 
by the rail route.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Transport
Suggestion that a Park and Ride could be 
build around the A603 in Cambridge.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Transport
Concern about access for non-motor ve-
hicle users, including pedestrians, cyclists 
horse riders and carriage drivers.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport

Suggestion that route option B is the better 
of the northern routes because it avoids 
issues around connecting into Bedford 
Midland.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Transport

Suggestion that whichever of Tempsford 
or St Neots is not served by East West Rail 
should benefit from other public transport 
links to the railway.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Transport
Concern about the route option because 
of its length and longer journey time.

Noted, although it should be acknowl-
edged that this route option is only six 
minutes longer than the shortest route 
option. 

Transport
Suggestion that a route via Cambourne 
must be chosen if the CAM Metro uses low 
capacity buses.

Comment noted. While the Cambridge Au-
tonomous Metro is still a proposed project, 
we look forward to working closely with it, 
and other proposed projects in the area, 
to better connect communities across the 
Oxford-Cambridge arc.

Transport
Suggestion that the route option would 
serve the A428.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.

Transport
Concern that the route should go via exist-
ing development like Biggleswade, St Neots 
and Sandy and this route option does not.

Noted, although it should be acknowl-
edged that there are already existing 
north-south services which travel to these 
locations. We will continue to engage 
closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents. 
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Transport
Suggestion that only a route option along-
side the A428 can deliver a service for 
existing development.

Comment noted. We will continue to col-
laborate with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best connects 
communities, takes account of environ-
mental factors and supports greater eco-
nomic growth.

Transport
Concern about duplication with the CAM 
Metro.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Comment that duplication is not an issue 
because East West Rail will serve destina-
tions other than Cambridge.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 



Route Option E

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report534  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Support for the route because it gives a 
direct connection to Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Concern that the route option would mean 
more traffic in Bedford town centre.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Suggestion that opportunities for walking 
and cycling should be identified.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 
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Transport
Suggestion that transport links should be 
considered at the earliest possible stage.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Transport
Support for the route option because it 
serves Cambourne.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have a range of preferences for station 
locations, which is why we presented a 
broad range of route options during the 
consultation.

Transport
Support for the route option because hous-
ing is already planned along the route.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Transport
Concern that topography would impact 
links with Midland Mainline north of Bed-
ford.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Transport
Support for the route option because it 
runs from Cambourne to south Cam-
bridge.

We understand that one of the key bene-
fits of approaching Cambridge from the 
south is that it has the potential to directly 
connect with the growing area to the south 
of Cambridge. This is one of the key rea-
sons why we have prioritised approaching 
Cambridge from the south.
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Transport
Suggestion that there is no logic to tak-
ing the route from Cambourne to South 
Cambridge.

The main option considered for approach-
ing Cambridge from the south was to con-
nect to the West Anglia Main Line slightly 
to the south or north of Great Shelford. 
This option performed best against the key 
evaluation criteria, including generating 
shorter journey times and greater trans-
port user benefits, and would be expected 
to generate greater growth and housing 
opportunities across the Oxford-Cam-
bridge Arc, for example around an inter-
change with the East Coast Main Line. 
Approaching Cambridge from the south 
would also provide the best connectivity 
for the proposed new Cambridge South 
station and the employment opportunities 
that it supports, as well as allowing for 
onward journeys to Ipswich and Norwich 
without a reversing move and significant 
journey time penalties. Approaching 
Cambridge from the south was therefore 
selected as the preferred option

Transport

Suggestion that East West Rail should con-
sider transport links across the whole route 
and beyond, including Bristol, Ipswich and 
Norwich.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide these 
further services, we’re committed to work-
ing closely with appropriate authorities 
and stakeholders to integrate East West 
Rail effectively with local transport net-
works. 



Route Option E

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report537  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Recognition that a new town at Tempsford 
would have good links by road.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Transport
Support for a route via both Cambourne 
and St Neots to create sub-regional links.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Transport
Suggestion of a new flyover north of Bed-
ford to ease congestion.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.
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Transport

Recognition of the benefits of connecting 
businesses from Bedford to Cambridge via 
a northern route, as compared to a south-
ern route.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Transport
Concern about links between Eversdens 
and Comberton being cut off, particularly 
cycle routes.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Concern that the route option will result in 
congestion in Comberton.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Suggestion that East West Rail should work 
with Highways England on joint road and 
rail, particularly at A428 Caxton Gibbett.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in a 
way that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.

Transport
Recognition that this route option would 
ease congestion around Cambridge.

All five of the route options provide an 
opportunity to ease congestion around 
Cambridge, with all five approaching 
Cambridge from the south in an identical 
manner.
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Transport
Concern about the impact on the current 
St Neots station.

If we were to select this route option as our 
preferred route option, we would explore 
further the potential impacts on existing 
stations and services, as part of our de-
tailed alignment work.

Transport
Opposition to the route option because it 
would harm commuters between Royston 
and Cambourne/St Neots.

We do not believe that this route option 
would harm commuters between these 
locations - rather it will offer more oppor-
tunities to connect with new stations and 
access new destinations by train.

Transport
Recognition that the route option would 
help nurses commuting to Addenbrookes.

Comment noted. We are pleased to see 
this as a potential benefit to the nursing 
community. This benefit will be felt across 
each of the five route options, as each of 
them approach Cambridge from the south, 
and have the potential to connect with the 
proposed Cambridge South station.

Transport
Concern about the viability of local bus 
services.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide or 
manage local bus services, we’re commit-
ted to working closely with appropriate au-
thorities and stakeholders to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. 
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Transport
Concern that the journey time is longer 
despite the cost being almost double the 
least expensive option.

Journey times are but one of many factors 
we are taking into account as we move 
towards selecting a preferred route option. 
For example, while this route option was 
indeed projected to cost more than other 
route options, it has the benefit of support-
ing additional homes between Sandy and 
St Neots and around Cambourne. It might 
also support development and densifica-
tion within Bedford town centre. 
 

Transport
Suggestion that the route enables St Neots 
to become a hub for travel in all directions.

It should be noted that while this option 
does not connect with the existing St Neots 
station, if selected as the preferred route 
option we would seek to introduce a new 
station between St Neots and Sandy - 
giving St Neots residents choice of their 
preferred station based on location and 
destination.

Transport
Comment that there is strong public sup-
port for route option E from Cambourne 
people.

Comment noted. We have received sup-
portive comments about route Option E, 
however have also received some less-sup-
portive comments, and must consider each 
comment individually. 

Transport
Support for the route option because it 
leaves Sandy station untouched.

When developing the route options we 
recognised that there would be support 
for and against the placement of stations 
in particular locations, which is why we 
developed a broad range of route options 
with various station combinations. 

Transport
Recognition that it would open up choice 
of schools for local families.

Comment noted. This benefit is likely to be 
felt across each of the five route options. 

Transport
Concern that station car parks in general 
are not big enough.

support additional homes between Sandy 
and St Neots and around Cambourne.35 It 
might also support development and den-
sification within Bedford town centre
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Transport
Suggestion that the route option would 
save money because the CAM Metro would 
not be needed.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
A Bedford-Cambourne-Cambridge route 
option would revitalise the region.

We recognise that by connecting these 
three locations there is a potential for 
significant growth and revitalisation across 
the region, which is why two of our five 
route options travel to these three loca-
tions.

Transport
Observation that the route option provides 
effective interchange between East West 
Rail and ECML.

Specific interchange opportunities will be 
explored in greater detail after a route 
option is selected.

Transport
Concern about the vagueness of links with 
the East Coast Main Line. 

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies to ensure that the 
integration of the railway with the wider 
rail network is effectively and appropriate-
ly designed.
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Transport
Concern about the integration with the 
West Anglia Main Line.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Transport
Suggestion that more information on 
commuting routes was needed to make a 
judgement.

Comment noted. The consultation we 
held was at an early stage in the planning 
process, and therefore we were limited 
with the amount of information we could 
provide. More detailed information will be 
presented after we select a preferred route 
option and undertake a further consulta-
tion on a much more detailed route align-
ment. 

Transport
Concern that the railway will put addition-
al burden on the road network.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Preference for this route over the guided 
busway option and general preference for 
rail over bus transport.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Transport
Support for the route option on the basis 
it will eradicate the need to commute via 
Royston station.

Comment noted. During the consulta-
tion we heard from numerous people who 
highlighted this benefit - both in terms of 
commuting time, and on the eased pres-
sure on local roads between Cambourne 
and Royston.
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Transport
Recognition of the benefits of better links 
to LNER line.

Comment noted. We’re committed to work-
ing closely with appropriate authorities to 
integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Transport
Concern that the route does not serve 
north Cambridge and the science park.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Transport
Support for the route because it provides 
good north-south connections for Bedford.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Recognition that the route benefits com-
muters to Cambridge.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Transport
Suggestion that the route option must 
benefit commuters.

Comment noted. Transport User Benefits 
is one of the key criteria we are assessing 
each of our route options against. 

Transport
Suggestion that a rail link was not needed 
because the A428 was being upgraded.

Road and rail can play a complementary 
role, and we expect the same to occur 
with the A428. We will continue to work 
with Highways England to ensure that 
our respective projects are designed and 
delivered in a way that best connects com-
munities, takes account of environmental 
factors and supports greater economic 
growth.
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Transport
Concern about lack of station in Sandy 
town centre.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different preferences for station 
locations, which is why we presented a 
range of route options during consulta-
tion - including route options C & D which 
would connect directly with Sandy loca-
tion. We welcome your feedback as part 
of this.  

Transport
Support for a direct link between Bedford 
Midland and Milton Keynes.

This forms part of the western section of 
East West Rail, which is outside of the 
scope of this consultation. We have how-
ever taken on board your comments in the 
context of the wider development of the 
project. 

Transport

Support for route option on the basis it 
provides opportunities for disabled people 
to travel from Papworth Everard to Bed-
fordshire.

One of the key benefits of East West Rail 
is its ability to connect communities who 
otherwise can only travel by car. We are 
pleased to read that, if this route option 
is selected as the preferred route option, 
disabled people in Papworth Everard will 
benefit significantly from it.

Transport
Support for Bedford Midland on the basis 
that Bedford South would increase traffic 
congestion. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Transport
Comment that the route option would re-
duce pressure on St Neots station car park.

We understand that this route option could 
ease pressure in both St Neots and Sandy 
by giving people additional choice when 
choosing a station to travel from.
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Transport
Concern that the route does not provide 
transport options to northern Cambridge 
employment hubs.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West An-
glia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the 
north would not directly serve the pro-
posed new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Transport
Foot and cycle access from north of A428 
would be deterred by the route option.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Support for the route option because it 
provides links to London for centres of 
population.

Each of our five route options offers inter-
change opportunities with rail lines which 
connect with London.
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Socio Economic
Concern about impact on agricultural 
land.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The impact on agricultural land shall be 
considered should this route be taken 
forward.

Socio Economic
Concern about the financial impact on 
homeowners living near to the sites.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain the 
railway. However, a DCO doesn’t automat-
ically include compulsory purchase pow-
ers. These powers would only be included if 
they are seen to be appropriate following 
a statutory examination of our proposals. 
This examination would take into account 
the relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 
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Socio Economic
Recognition of the economic benefits to 
Bedford of a town centre connection, in-
cluding leisure and shopping.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio Economic

Recognition of the benefits to economic 
growth brought by better connections 
from Bedford to areas outside the corridor, 
including Crossrail, Heathrow, Luton and 
Gatwick.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Socio Economic
Concern that growing local settlements 
in Central Bedfordshire would miss out on 
better connections.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Socio Economic

Observation that the route option would 
provide the best business benefits to the 
RSPB – staff, business visitors and reserve 
visitors.

This has been noted and will be factored 
into our further route option analysis.
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Socio Economic

Support for this route option instead of the 
guided busway because East West Rail 
would provide better access to employ-
ment hubs.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Socio Economic
Support for the route option because it 
makes best use of existing infrastructure.

Once a preferred route option has been 
identified, we will work closely with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders to 
ensure that the local infrastructure require-
ments are considered in detail, and that 
appropriate plans are developed.

Socio Economic
Support for the route option because it 
provides the best options for links to exist-
ing lines.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Socio Economic
Support for routes that densify houses in 
Bedford, as well as supporting new homes 
in Cambourne, Sandy and St Neots.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio Economic
Recognition of potential to remove freight 
from the A14 if the line supports freight.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Socio Economic
Concern that East West Rail and the 
expressway will simply move congestion 
elsewhere rather than solve the problem.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.    

Socio Economic
Statement that there is public support for 
a route option that goes via Cambourne.

Comment noted. We will continue to re-
view public feedback, and feedback from 
stakeholders, to learn more about local 
preferences. 
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Socio Economic

Observation that serving St Neots and 
Cambourne makes this route option the 
most economically effective in the long 
term.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line. 

Socio Economic
Suggestion that the route option benefits 
commuters from Cambourne to the Bio-
medical campus.

By approaching Cambridge from the 
south, we see this as being one of the key 
benefits of East West Rail. 

Socio Economic
Suggestion that the route option would en-
courage Cambourne people to use public 
transport.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Socio Economic
Suggestion that the route option, if de-
signed to enable it, would encourage 
Cambourne people to cycle.

Comment noted. As plans for this project 
progress, we will investigate ways in which 
the infrastructure can benefit local com-
munities. 
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Socio Economic

Comments were received reflecting that 
this route minimises the amount of devel-
opment land required for new infrastruc-
ture.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with environ-
mental, infrastructure, land and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Socio Economic

Comments were received suggesting that 
a station in the centre of Bedford serving 
East West Rail as well as other long-dis-
tance services is important to the well-be-
ing and prosperity of the town.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio Economic

Concern raised that the route only benefits 
Cambourne and will not support housing 
growth at Bassingbourn, Biggleswade and 
Sandy.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different preferences for station 
locations, which is why we presented a 
range of route options during consultation 
- including route options A, C & D which 
broadly connect these locations.

Socio Economic
Concern that the route does not support 
housing growth at south Bedford or the 
development of Wixams station.

Comment noted. We recognise that people 
will have different preferences for station 
locations, which is why we presented a 
range of route options during consultation 
- including route options A, B & C which 
would all serve a Bedford South station.

Socio Economic
Concern was raised regarding impact 
on the Twinwoods development north of 
Bedford.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the Cam-
bourne - Cambridge metro, particularly if 
it does not happen it will mean no connec-
tion or station if another route is selected.   
The point was also made that if the Metro 
does happen it will be a slower service 
stopping at more villages, while the rail line 
would be more of a direct route.   

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the impact 
on villages at Abbotsley, Eltisley, The 
Gransdens and Caxton.  It was suggested 
that a railway station can be provided at 
Cambourne by running north of the cur-
rent A428 alongside the preferred route of 
the new A428.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for Pros-
perity”, the National Infrastructure Com-
mission (NIC) suggested that “Maximising 
the potential of [the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway and East West Rail] to support 
well-connected and well-designed new 
communities will mean... developing the 
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, along the 
same broad corridor as East West Rail”. 
All five of our route options align with their 
proposed approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in a 
way that best connects communities, takes 
account of environmental factors and sup-
ports greater economic growth.
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Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the poten-
tial cutting off of villages such as Great 
Eversden from a major local college at 
Comberton, to which pupils cycle and 
walk.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the commu-
nities we serve and will be considering 
each intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will con-
tinue to work with the Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the po-
tential impact on the Mullard Radio 
Astronomy Observatory located between 
Harlton and Barton. An increase in ground 
vibration could have a negative impact on 
the sensitive detectors and therefore the 
observations.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Changes in noise and vibration, and 
potential impacts on sensitive sites, will be 
considered as part of these. 
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Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the pre-
sumption that the route will support new 
homes in Bedford Town centre and that 
there is no room for more housing develop-
ment in Bedford town.

While future housing growth depends on a 
number of factors including site allocations 
by local authorities, we have been engag-
ing closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents.  
 
Further, we recognise that while this route 
option could support additional housing 
through the densification of Bedford town 
centre, this is likely to offer significantly 
less potential than to the south of Bedford.

Socio Economic
Concern was raised regarding the route 
being a catalyst for development at 
Tempsford.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether some of the route options should 
have a station in this broad area.
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Socio Economic

Concern was raised that taking the route 
south of Cambourne failed to provide 
well-located and sustainable public trans-
port.  

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

Suggestion that a route south of Cam-
bourne would not provide transport op-
tions for people living in allocated develop-
ments at Northstowe, Bourn, Cambourne 
West or Papworth Everard.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that a parkway station 
near the A1198/A428 would serve Cam-
bourne and Papworth Everard and be ac-
cessible for cyclists and drivers who might 
switch to rail.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the project 
progresses. That said, the population to 
serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the impact on other 
passengers impacted by slower journeys.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Concern was raised that a station at 
Tempsford would lead to unsustainable 
development in the area.

We’re committed to sustainable develop-
ment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse impacts as far as pos-
sible but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts. The scheme will be 
developed in accordance with the relevant 
policies set out in the National Networks 
National Policy Statement (NNNPS).

Socio Economic

Concern was raised that any station south 
of St Neots should not be a replacement 
for the existing St Neots station, which is 
nearer to the town centre and is located 
adjacent to new development on Cam-
bridge Road.  It was also suggested that a 
new ‘Wintringham’ development of 2800 
dwellings between Cambridge Road, the 
A428 and the ECML has recently received 
permission and could be served by an ad-
ditional station at St Neots South.

Comment noted. If this route option were 
to be selected, it could head eastwards 
from Bedford and serve a new split-level 
station between Sandy and St Neots that 
could provide an interchange with the East 
Coast Main Line (i.e. the East West Rail 
track and platforms could sit above the 
East Coast Main Line). This station could 
be located in the broad areas around 
Tempsford or to 
the south of St Neots. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Concern was raised that the route does 
not include Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio Economic

Concern was raised that the route does 
not support housing development under-
way south of Bedford.  It was also sug-
gested that the Bedford South station has 
already been promised to support housing 
growth in this area.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

Concern was raised that the route contin-
ues north of Bedford and fails to serve the 
predominant development areas south of 
A421, including settlements at Cardington, 
Shortstown and Cotton End. The develop-
ment areas south of A421 at Shortstown, 
Wixams and Wilstead are identified in the 
emerging Bedford Borough Council Local 
Plan 2030 as key service centres.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early stage 
in planning. If there is a case for additional 
stations, we will consider this as the project 
progresses. That said, the population to 
serve the station would need to be large 
enough to outweigh the disbenefit on other 
commuters impacted by slower journeys.

Socio Economic
Concern was raised that the route will cut 
off the Eversdens, Comberton, Barton and 
Cambridge from some areas.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the im-
pacts on communities including consider-
ation of severance, will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.

Socio Economic
Concern was raised that there are not 
benefits for South Cambridge residents as 
it bypasses all major housing areas.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Concern was raised that this route will not 
open up new land for new housing.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic
Concerns were made that the route will 
create disruption in Bedford town and put 
strain on limited parking.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particular at 
Tetworth Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The socio-economic impacts of the scheme 
and changes to agricultural land shall be 
considered as part of these.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particular at 
Highfield Farm.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The socio-economic impacts of the scheme 
and changes to agricultural land shall be 
considered as part of these.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact on 
farms along the route, in particular at New 
Farm.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particular at 
Stone Hill Farm.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact on 
farms along the route, in particular at Low 
Farm.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particular at 
Valley Farm.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact 
on farms along the route, in particular at 
Home Farm.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised about the impact on 
farms along the route, in particular at Old 
Woodbury Farm.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

It was suggested that the noise impact and 
visual impact would be a significant in-
crease to the current level experienced and 
would devalue properties on local farms.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a noise assessment and a 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
will be carried out and the results present-
ed within the ES.

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised regarding the prac-
ticalities of densification of Bedford town 
centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

Concerns were raised regarding the poten-
tial impact on the rural environment and 
valuable arable land between the Shelford 
area and Cambourne.   

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
The socio-economic impacts of the scheme 
and changes to agricultural land shall be 
considered as part of these.

Socio Economic

Concerns were raised that Cambourne 
and Bourn Airfield are already over de-
veloped and no further homes should be 
encouraged.

We recognise that additional housing 
growth is a sensitive and important issue 
for local communities, and appreciate 
there are varying opinions both in favour 
and against it.  
 
While our remit is limited to delivering 
infrastructure in the railway - we do take 
into account growth projections. Howev-
er, ultimately it is the responsibility of the 
relevant scheme promoter to assess and 
report the effects of their proposed devel-
opment. 

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised that the route misses 
the potential housing development oppor-
tunity at Bassingbourn.

Comment noted. We presented a range of 
route options with various station location 
combinations, acknowledging that people 
would have a wide range of views about 
their placement. Route options A, C and D 
have the potential to serve Bassingbourn.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
It was suggested that a new station at 
Tempsford will support significant planned 
growth.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether some of the route options could 
support plans for growth in this area. 

Socio Economic
Comments were made that a new station 
south of St Neots will benefit the area by 
enabling more commuting by train.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Socio Economic

It was suggested that a new town could 
be provided on the old Tempsford airfield 
site which would have the benefit of new 
dual carriageway links very close to the 
new development. The point was raised 
that it is already earmarked in the Central 
Bedfordshire Council Local Plan.

While future housing growth depends on a 
number of factors including site allocations 
by local authorities, we have been engag-
ing closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that a route via Bedford 
would be more convenient for the vast ma-
jority of people living in the whole Borough 
of Bedford Council area and would open 
up employment and other opportunities for 
thousands of local residents and connect 
more local employers with more potential 
customers and staff.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

It was suggested that building a station in 
Cambourne could bring a station within 
reach of a very large number of houses 
currently too far from any existing stations.

While future growth plans are ultimately a 
matter for local authorities to decide, we 
have been engaging closely with local au-
thorities and other stakeholders to under-
stand where future growth may lie, in order 
to ensure that East West Rail supports both 
current and future residents. The absence 
of a rail service in the Cambourne area 
is one of the key drivers behind why two 
of the five route options have a proposed 
station in the area.

Socio Economic

Concern was raised that there is no ration-
ale for Cambridge South to be considered 
more important than Cambridge North or 
any other part of the city and the geo-
graphic spread of employment throughout 
the city is illustrated on the Cambridge 
Cluster Map.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that the Cambourne 
station could be located north at the A428 
exit; which would optimise radial access 
by foot and cycle, enable rapid Parkway 
access for cars, preserves countryside and 
views south of Cambridge and facilitates 
additional housing north of the central axis 
created by a multi modal east west corri-
dor.

Socio Economic

Concern was raised that that the route 
only partly supports housing north east of 
Cambridge but does not support North-
stowe.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

Comments were made pointing out the 
benefit that the route provides greater sus-
tainable transport links to and from Cam-
bourne, particularly in relation to journeys 
to and from Cambridge and would further 
enhance the potential of the settlement in 
terms of accommodating further growth.  
It was also stated that this is in accord-
ance with the spatial strategy of the South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018 which 
identifies expansion of new settlements as 
being a source of housing growth (Policy 
S/6).

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

It was pointed out that the route will bene-
fit commuters using the A14, and residents 
of Cambourne and Bourn Airfield, trying to 
get to work in South Cambridge.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Socio Economic
It was suggested that route will enable 
the building of affordable homes for NHS 
workers and reduce traffic pollution.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that the route will im-
prove connectivity for St Neots as is a 
critical commuter town, offering thriving 
business opportunities.

Comment noted.The potential to link with 
the area between the south of St Neots 
which is currently unserviced by rail is one 
of the key benefits of this route option.

Socio Economic
It was suggested that the route will open 
up journeys for school commutes in the 
area and take cars off local roads.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic

It was noted that the route will support 
economic and housing growth at Cam-
bourne, West Cambourne, St Neots and 
Bourne Airfield.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

Respondents noted with concern that this 
route does not connect Felixstowe night 
freight through Cambridge, and therefore 
does not contribute to reducing environ-
mental impact as it does not support less 
trucks on roads.

Southern approach route options would 
not preclude freight services from running 
through from Felixstowe, through Cam-
bridge, and onto the East West Rail route. 
Any impact from restrictions on night time 
rail freight operation through Cambridge is 
not part of East West Rail’s remit. 

Socio Economic

It was suggested that this route has limited 
benefit for North Bedfordshire and would 
not lead to the development of affordable 
homes for families.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
It was suggested that this route may avoid 
the need for the proposed guided busway.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Socio Economic

The benefit was noted that this route will 
help encourage more educated profession-
al people to Cambridge who may previ-
ously have been put off due to high house 
prices in the city and poor accessibility.

We understand that this is one of the key 
benefits of East West Rail, both in Cam-
bridge and in other major areas of employ-
ment including Oxford and Milton Keynes.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that this route will help 
growing communities like Cambourne 
who need the railway. It would also ease 
the pressure on A14 commuters from both 
the southern area and also Cambourne 
area.  It was also suggested that Cam-
bourne commuters could go by train rather 
than the congested A14 and would also 
mean more employment opportunities in 
Cambridge especially at the science and 
business parks. 

We’re committed to connecting people 
with employment, education and leisure in 
an effective and environmentally friendly 
way. We therefore agree with the com-
ments made in the matter raised. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
It was suggested that this route will not 
compete with the proposed CAM Metro 
because they serve different markets.

We understand that East West Rail could 
complement the proposed Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro by bringing together 
local and inter-urban connectivity. East 
West Rail would provide a fast service to 
Cambridge city centre and employment 
opportunities to the south of Cambridge, 
while the proposed guided busway be-
tween Cambourne and Cambridge that 
could become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. The 
Metro could also make it easier for resi-
dents across the Cambridge area (includ-
ing to the east of Cambridge) to access 
East West Rail services from Cambridge 
(or Cambridge South) station, to travel to 
destinations across the Arc (e.g. Oxford, 
Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Socio Economic

It was suggested that using the existing 
station in Bedford could increase the 
number people using the service from that 
station. As having to travel out to another 
station promotes using a car.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Regard should be given for potential 
impact of cutting off village communities, 
including Caldecote.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.  

Socio Economic
Support for a new station at Bedford 
south because it would serve existing and 
planned homes. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio Economic

Support for the route was stated because 
it supports planned housing growth at ma-
jor existing settlements that are in need of 
new transport infrastructure, specifically in 
Cambourne and St Neots.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Socio Economic
Support for the route was given because it 
avoids the RSPB site at Sandy.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Socio Economic
Support was given for this route because it 
avoids adding more homes to Potton and 
surrounding villages.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

Support was given to routes via Bedford 
Midland station because it could increase 
connectivity between train lines outside 
of London and Birmingham which could 
benefit businesses in Bedford and help the 
town centre thrive as a leisure and shop-
ping destination, while reducing reliance 
on cars.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Socio Economic
Support was given for the route as an 
economic catalyst for Bedford as a tourist 
destination. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Socio Economic
The route was supported because it serves 
more heavily populated settlements and is 
more sustainable than southern routes.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

Support was given to the route because 
it serves an expanding Cambourne, and 
Bourn Airfield, which is approved for re-
development with several more thousands 
of new dwellings, and thousands of new 
dwellings adjacent to the existing A428 at 
St Neots.

Socio Economic

Concern that the route impacts a signifi-
cant number of existing settlements includ-
ing Caxton, Bourn, Caldecote, Kingston, 
Toft and/or Comberton at the point where 
the corridor is narrow, making avoidance 
difficult or impossible.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Socio Economic

Concern that the route will impact quality 
of life for people in villages near the path 
of the line between the A603 and Cam-
bourne.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on communities will be carried out 
and the results presented within the ES.

Socio Economic

Support was received for this option based 
on the high number of settlements and 
people that live along the route, coupled 
with the observation that road capacity is 
already high and is unlikely to cope with 
further housing growth.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail infra-
structure between Oxford and Cambridge. 
However, we are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic

Comments were received suggesting that 
benefits to rail users will be greater along 
the northern routes due to the expansion 
of existing and new developments, result-
ing in increased opportunities to maximise 
rail commuter traffic.  Additionally, there 
is an absence of other train services into 
Cambridge in this area.
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Socio Economic

It was suggested that Cambourne and ad-
jacent developments (Bourn Airfield and to 
some extent Northstowe) are already large 
and need no further ‘incentives for growth’.  
It was also suggested that better connec-
tions to Cambridge for these developments 
are already being planned (Metro) which 
will better serve the population living there.

East West Rail could complement the pro-
posed Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro 
by bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc (e.g. 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Station loca-
tions

Observation of the benefit to carbon 
emissions brought by building a station in 
Cambourne.

Environmental impacts and opportunities 
is a key criteria which we assessed, and 
will continue to assess each route option 
against. 

Station loca-
tions

Support for a station at Cambourne.  Be-
lief a station there would attract people to 
move to Cambourne. 

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that the Tempsford station 
should be located near to the expressway 
to maximise benefits to the area.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that a northern route into 
Cambridge could serve Cambridge North 
station and Cambridge South station.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that a station south of St Neots 
would be too close to the existing St Neots 
Station.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Station loca-
tions

Observation that a Bedford Midland sta-
tion would increase passenger numbers to 
Bedford town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that using Bedford Midland would 
reduce access to East West Rail for people 
from outside town.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station loca-
tions

Observation that a link from Cambridge 
and Oxford to Bedford town centre would 
bring economic benefits to the area.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station loca-
tions

Observation that Cambourne residents 
have further to travel than Bassingbourn 
residents.

Our goal is to spread the benefits of East 
West Rail as far as possible, however we 
recognise that regardless of which route 
option is chosen, we’re unable to directly 
connect every community. These places 
will still however see benefits from East 
West Rail, including eased pressure on 
local roads. We also intend to work with lo-
cal authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations are 
well-integrated into local transport net-
works so that residents and businesses are 
able to access East West Rail services.
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Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that the route should serve St 
Neots to benefit the transport network, 
including roads.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that St Neots is not as convenient 
for an ECML interchange as Biggleswade.

This route option was partly developed to 
support existing and future populations in 
the Tempsford/St Neots South areas, and 
Cambourne. Re-routing this option via 
Biggleswade would make this technically 
and financially challenging. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern that the route option would rule 
out a Wixams station development.

The proposed Wixams station is not con-
tingent on East West Rail. Even in the event 
that we select a route option which serves 
Bedford South, we would still need to con-
sider whether the station should be located 
at Wixams or somewhere else to the south 
of the A421, working closely with Bedford 
Borough Council and Network Rail. 
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Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that the station on this route 
should be located north of the A428 at 
Cambourne. 

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion for a new station north of 
Sandy.

Comment noted. We have proposed a 
new station to the north of Sandy in Route 
Option B. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern about the impact on Sandy sta-
tion.

This route option would avoid relocating 
the existing Sandy station.

Station loca-
tions

Opposition to a station at St Neots.

Should this route option be selected as 
the preferred route option, it is expected 
that the station would be located south of 
St Neots, as indicated on the route option 
map presented during consultation.
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Station loca-
tions

Suggestion of including a new station at 
Northstowe, or transport links to North-
stowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion of including a new station at 
Cambridge North.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that the benefits of a Tempsford 
station would depend on speculative hous-
ing plans.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether some of the route options could 
support growth in the area. 

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that a Tempsford station 
should be a mainline stop.

The wider network timetable is beyond 
East West Rail’s remit, although opportuni-
ties for connectivity with the wider network 
are one of many factors being taken into 
account when choosing a preferred route 
option. 
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Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that a new station should be 
provided at Addenbrookes.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail. As 
part of this, we are working closely with 
them to ensure that East West Rail services 
would be able to serve the new station.

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that a new station north of 
Bedford would be needed to support 
growth there.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at 
a later date. With that said, there are no 
current plans to place a station north of 
Bedford. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern that the benefit of a Cambourne 
station would be wiped out by a guided 
bus route, which would be developed first.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge by bringing 
together local and inter-urban connectiv-
ity. East West Rail would provide a faster 
service to Cambridge city centre and 
employment opportunities to the south of 
Cambridge than the guided busway, while 
the busway would provide good connec-
tivity to employment opportunities to the 
north and west of Cambridge.

Station loca-
tions

Support for a railway station at Cam-
bourne.

We appreciate that Cambourne would be 
an attractive place for a rail station due 
to its existing population size, potential for 
growth, links with major roads, and prox-
imity to Cambridge. This is why it features 
as a potential station in two of our route 
options. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern that Bedford commuters bound 
for Oxford or Cambridge would not want 
to change trains to get into the town cen-
tre.

This route option would serve the existing 
Bedford Midland station, which is posi-
tioned within the Bedford town centre. 
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Station loca-
tions

Concern about the potential need to rede-
velop Bedford Midland, including densifi-
cation of homes and need for additional 
car parking.

We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process. 
 
Further, we will consider appropriate levels 
of parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Station loca-
tions

Support for Cam Bed Rail Road’s suggest-
ed Cambridge North station.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station loca-
tions

Suggestion that Cambridge North could 
become a multimodal transport hub.
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Station loca-
tions

Concern that serving Bedford Midland 
would worsen air quality in the town.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application. 
 
Changes to air quality will be considered 
as part of these assessments. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern that introducing an extra ECML 
station would not be positive.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. New journeys will be opened 
up for people taking advantage of the new 
line, which will involve directly connecting 
onto other rail lines and other modes of 
transport. We’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities to in-
tegrate East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 

Station loca-
tions

Concern that a direct connection to Bed-
ford Midland might not be beneficial to 
commuters from Bedford. 

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Station loca-
tions

An assumption that there were good rea-
sons why the route option could not join 
the existing St Neots station.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the Department for Transport 
and others, twenty route corridors were 
considered, spanning the area from St Al-
bans and Harlow to Peterborough. A route 
corridor through the broad area around 
Sandy (Bletchley - Stewartby - Bedford - 
Sandy - Cambridge) was recommended, 
and we have taken this recommendation 
forward.  All the route options we are 
assessing fall within this preferred corridor. 
While St Neots station is just to the north 
of the preferred route corridor, several of 
the route options that we are considering 
could provide for a new station just to the 
south of St Neots or in the area around 
Tempsford. For all our route options, pas-
sengers travelling to or from St Neots town 
centre would be able to interchange onto 
East West Rail services via a short journey 
on north-south Thameslink services along 
the East Coast Main Line.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that a Cambourne station would 
duplicate the proposed Metro and the pro-
posed guided busway.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway and Metro by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would pro-
vide a faster service to Cambridge city 
centre and employment opportunities to 
the south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway and Metro, while the busway and 
Metro would provide good connectivity to 
employment opportunities to the north and 
west of Cambridge.

Station loca-
tions

Concern that there is no space for a sta-
tion at Cambourne.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Station ap-
proach

Support for direct connectivity to Bedford 
town centre.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Station ap-
proach

Support for the approaches taken at Bed-
ford and Cambridge in this route option.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Station ap-
proach

Concern about an extra station on the 
East Coast Main Line and the impact on St 
Neots.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequent-
ly, a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) to 
ensure that the impact of the railway on 
the wider rail network, and towns that it 
serves, is avoided or minimised as far as 
possible, or otherwise mitigated appropri-
ately.  

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion that the route option would 
require a new platform at Bedford Midland.

Changes to track layouts in the Bedford 
area will depend on which route option is 
selected and an analysis of capacity and 
operational requirements, including impact 
on the existing network. 
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Station ap-
proach

Concern about the route option because it 
needlessly heads north and then south.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Station ap-
proach

Comments that a northern approach to 
Cambridge would bring greater benefits 
for freight.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Station ap-
proach

Suggestion that any station in Bedford 
should not be in the town centre, but in-
stead a northern or southern parkway.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.
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Engineering

Concern that the landscape in parts of the 
route, including north of Bedford, Temps-
ford and Cambourne, is uneven and that 
will mean increased construction costs.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Engineering
Concern about bottlenecks with 
Thameslink services going to Bedford 
Midland.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  

Engineering
Suggestion to ensure the line is electrified 
from the start.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmen-
tal impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of tech-
nologies in both infrastructure and rolling 
stock, so we can create long-term, high 
quality, sustainable transport for local 
communities.   

Engineering
Suggestion that a major flyover will be 
needed in north Bedford.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.

Engineering
Recognition that the construction timeline 
of the route is not dependent on other 
developments.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Engineering
Recognition that the route could support 
freight services.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  

Engineering
Suggestion of renovating or expanding 
existing stations, including Sandy and 
Bedford Midland.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.

Engineering
Suggestion that the project should be de-
livered more quickly.

Our mission at the East West Railway 
Company, is to deliver East West Rail as 
safely, quickly and as cost-effectively as 
possible. We are doing everything we can 
to safely accelerate planning and con-
struction timelines to bring new services 
online as soon as possible, and will keep 
the public updated as our plans progress. 

Engineering Observation that the route is direct.

Comment noted. We presented a range of 
route options - some of which were more 
direct but served less locations. The poten-
tial benefits and disbenefits of this will be 
considered in greater detail before a route 
option is selected.

Engineering

Concern that the route would require a 
reversing move and journey time penalties 
for any onward journeys to the east of 
Cambridge.

Route option E involves a southern ap-
proach to Cambridge and therefore would 
not require such a reversing move. 

Engineering
Recognition that the route minimises du-
plication of existing routes in south Cam-
bridgeshire.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Engineering
Suggestion to implement a new chord to 
avoid Coldham’s Common and allow con-
nection to Cambridge North.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide the 
infrastructure mentioned in your feedback, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Engineering
Concern about the noise pollution caused 
by freight services.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a noise assessment will 
be carried out and the results presented 
within the ES.

Engineering
Suggestion to open night freight services 
from Felixstowe to Cambridge.

Any impact from restrictions on night time 
rail freight operation through Cambridge is 
not part of East West Rail’s remit. 

Engineering Suggestion to add a fifth track at Wixams.
Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.



Route Option E

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report592  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Engineering
Assertion that the existing infrastructure in 
the north of Cambridgeshire is well-suited 
to support East West Rail.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Engineering
Have regard for connections with existing 
main lines including the Midland Main Line.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Engineering
More information is needed on whether 
level crossings will be added on the route.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source of 
risk to the public. The Office of Rail and 
Road (ORR) - who are responsible for 
safety on our railways - have a clear policy 
that no new level crossings should be built 
in Britain. We are not intending to include 
any new level crossings on the East West 
Rail line. 

Engineering
Many argue that this route is the most 
viable of the five route options.

The five route options presented during the 
consultation were selected because they 
performed best against key criteria.  
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options and select a preferred 
route option. 
 
We welcome views such as these, as part 
of this. 
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Engineering
Concern about the impact of new viaducts 
and bridges.

We’re committed to protecting the envi-
ronment by finding approaches to delivery 
that avoid adverse environmental impacts 
as far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route op-
tions as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an 
Environmental Statement (ES) submitted in 
support of the Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a landscape and visual 
assessment will be carried out and the 
results presented within the ES.

Engineering
Concern that there will be the need to 
upgrade the majority of the existing infra-
structure around the route.

We recognise that supporting local infra-
structure will be required to ensure that 
the full benefits of East West Rail can be 
realised. Once a preferred route option has 
been identified, we will work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail, and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Engineering

Assertion that the junction north of Bed-
ford would not need to be grade-separat-
ed because it will only be used by freight 
services.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to this 
matter, including the needs of local com-
munities and the benefits of reducing the 
use of roads to transport freight, in devel-
oping proposed alignments for the railway.  
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Engineering
Suggestion that a new interchange with 
ECML may cause less disruption than up-
grading existing stations.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Engineering
Concern that it is the longest route with 
journey times.

While we recognise that this option is on 
the lengthier side, it should be noted that 
at 82 minutes, Route Option E is only six 
minutes longer than the shortest route 
option, from Oxford to Cambridge. 

Engineering
Recognition that disruption will be mini-
mized as the route construction will occur 
close to the A428 works.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.
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Engineering
Suggestion to follow the old route as much 
as possible.

As part of our analysis of route options, we 
considered whether it would be possible to 
follow the route of the old railway, but we 
quickly discovered a number of reasons 
why we couldn’t replicate the previous 
alignment. For example, the old railway 
has been built-over in some places since 
the 1960s, and is used for Mullard Radio 
Astronomy Observatory and the Cam-
bridgeshire Guided Busway. It would also 
not serve areas that could support growth 
and new homes, including south of Bed-
ford, the area between Sandy and St Ne-
ots, the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and 
around Cambourne. That said, we may 
follow a similar route to the old railway in 
some places, for example to the south-
east of Sandy between the RSPB Nature 
Reserve and Biggleswade Common. The 
precise route of the railway will be consid-
ered further once we have selected one of 
the five broad route areas as our preferred 
option.

Engineering
Belief that the route is successful in im-
proving connectivity.

All five of the route options provide signifi-
cant transport benefits to new and existing 
rail users, including improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, such as Bedford, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford, as well as better onward connec-
tivity to places outside of the Arc such as 
the East Midlands.

Engineering

Concern about rail capacity. Suggestion 
that East West Rail should avoid sharing 
tracks with other lines to reduce the risk of 
congestion.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, we 
will work with Network Rail and Train Op-
erating Companies (as appropriate) to en-
sure that the impact of the railway on the 
wider rail network is avoided or minimised 
as far as possible, or otherwise mitigated 
appropriately.  
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Alternative 
routes

Comments were made concerning the 
route approaching Cambridge from the 
south and suggested an approach from 
the north would create more benefit.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.
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Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that a route into Cam-
bridge from the north should be consid-
ered which would create access to the 
Science Park and University sites and 
complement the A428, A421 and A14 to 
take traffic off the roads.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative 
routes

Recognition that access to Cambourne is 
poor and there is benefit in locating the 
proposed station to the north of the settle-
ment -  to be accessible to local residents 
and from the A428. 

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Alternative 
routes

Suggestion that a station to the north of 
Cambourne would provide a less envi-
ronmentally constrained route into Cam-
bridge by following the course of the A428, 
whether entering at Cambridge North or 
South.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that rather than trains 
having to reverse out of Bedford Midland, 
they could continue up to Thurleigh and 
continue to Sandy/Tempsford/St Neots 
area and build the new tracks alongside 
the new A428 going through Camborne to 
Cambridge.

Running through Bedford Midland and 
then northwards out of Bedford and east 
towards the East Coast Main Line is a 
feature of some of the route options being 
considered. 

Alternative 
routes

It was also suggested that if the route 
was to be used for freight from Felixstowe 
avoiding reverse trains is important and a 
new line to Northampton from  Thurleigh to 
Birmingham would be quicker.

Thank you for your feedback. New connec-
tions serving Northampton and Birming-
ham are not part of East West Rail’s remit. 

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route around 
Great Barford could be narrowed to be 
similar to route D.

Thank you for your feedback. More de-
tailed alignments will be explored in great-
er detail after we have selected a preferred 
route option. 
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Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route could be 
diverted into Cambridge North.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West Anglia 
Main Line 

•  The longer distance between Cam-
bourne and Cambridge via a northern 
approach into Cambridge would make 
it more expensive to build and operate 
and result in longer journey times

•  Trains would need to reverse at Cam-
bridge if travelling to/from Ipswich and 
Norwich and east coast ports, increas-
ing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation of 
these southern approach route options, in-
cluding a response from CamBedRailRoad 
(CBRR). We will carry out additional work 
to assess the case for a northern approach 
as part of the process to select a preferred 
route option.

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route could fol-
low the line of the A428 to create a multi-
modal solution.

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route could go 
further north to accommodate St Neots, 
Northstowe and Huntingdon.

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route could join 
the ECML south of St Neots, serving the 
existing station at St Neots, then head left 
the ECML north of the town to join the 
line of the A428 west of its junction with 
the Royston-Huntingdon Road and run 
alongside the west-east carriageway of 
the A428 and then the A14 to the A14/A10 
interchange north of Cambridge, then run 
under the A14 as the A14 road rises to cross 
the Cambridge-Ely line, cutting across the 
north eastern corner of the Cambridge 
sewage works to join the existing line at 
Cambridge North station.

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that the route could 
proceed further north out of Bedford, then 
go east to St Neots and continue through 
Cambourne and into Cambridge North.

Alternative 
routes

It was suggested that two lines going into 
Cambridge could be joined into one to 
cause less disruption and help with A10 
congestion issues. 

Alternative 
routes

Regard should be given to the CBBR 
proposals and consider as an alternative 
route.

Cost

Concern that the landscape in parts of the 
route, including north of Bedford, Temps-
ford and Cambourne, is uneven and that 
will mean increased construction costs.

Technical and safety aspects will contin-
ue to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.
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Cost
Question on why Route Option E is so 
much more expensive.

This route option has a higher estimated 
construction cost due to potentially com-
plex links with the Midford Main Line, and 
challenging terrain between Bedford and 
Tempsford. 

Cost
Concern regarding the cost of relocating 
Sandy station.

If this route option were to be selected as 
our preferred route option, Sandy station 
would not be relocated. 

Cost
Recognition that fewer new stations will be 
build on the route, reducing construction 
costs.

Thank you for your feedback. While this is 
definitely correct, it should be noted that 
new station costs present only a portion of 
the overall infrastructure costs required to 
build a new rail line. 

Cost
Observation that the higher cost could be 
justified on environmental and engineering 
grounds.

The costs of each route option will be 
considered and balanced a range of other 
factors, including those mentioned in this 
matter raised.

Cost
Suggestion that this route option will pro-
vide better value for money and generate 
more revenue in the long term.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Cost
Observation that the indicative costs are 
based on 2015 prices.

The figures presented are real values 
(adjusted for inflation) in 2015 prices, and 
do not account for discrepancies in price 
inflation between construction and the 
general economy. This means that the ac-
tual costs of the railway when the project
is being delivered are likely to be higher.

Cost
Suggestion that route B offers the same 
benefits as this route but for a much lower 
cost.

Route Option B would see East West Rail 
connect at a new Bedford South station, 
while Route Option E would see East 
West Rail connect at the existing Bedford 
Midland station. Both options have their 
benefits and disbenefits, which is why we 
have included both route options as part of 
the consultation. 
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Cost
Argument that the route is a lower cost 
than the others.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow people 
to form broad views about each route 
option, at an early stage of project devel-
opment. We will continue to evaluate and 
update these costs as the project pro-
gresses.

Cost
Concern about the high cost of the route 
option as a whole.

This route option has a higher estimated 
construction cost due to potentially com-
plex links with the Midford Main Line, and 
challenging terrain between Bedford and 
Tempsford. 

Cost
Argument that aligning the route with the 
A428 would save money.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account of 
environmental factors and supports great-
er economic growth.

Cost
Concern that the predicted cost does not 
include the cost of last for new homes, as 
well as new infrastructure required.

The cost estimates presented in the consul-
tation included high-level allowances for 
local infrastructure that would be required 
to access East West Rail stations. However, 
once a preferred route option has been 
identified, we intend to work closely with 
local authorities and other local stakehold-
ers to ensure that the local infrastructure 
requirements are considered in detail and 
that appropriate plans are developed.

Cost
Belief that there is less scope for private 
financing.

Comment noted. Our technical report 
noted that because this route option could 
involve potentially complex interfaces 
with the Midland Main Line, which might 
include re-modelling or relocating the 
existing Bedford maintenance depot,  this 
would be expected to reduce the likelihood 
of securing private financing that
represents value for money.
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Cost
Concern regarding the cost of connections 
to the existing rail network.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with en-
vironmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Cost

Suggestion that the route would mean 
there is no need for a guided busway or 
CAM, and therefore will save money for 
Cambridgeshire.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway and Metro by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would pro-
vide a faster service to Cambridge city 
centre and employment opportunities to 
the south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway and Metro, while the busway and 
Metro would provide good connectivity to 
employment opportunities to the north and 
west of Cambridge.

Cost
Concern that the connection to Bedford 
Midland is too expensive.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bed-
ford could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing di-
rect connectivity to Bedford Midland could 
support growth in and around Bedford 
town centre, and therefore sought views on 
both options through the consultation.

Consultation
Concerns about the lack of information 
available in the consultation documents on 
the environmental impact of Route E

Thank you for your feedback. Table 4 of 
the Technical Report presented a range 
of potential environmental challenges for 
each route option, including Route Option 
E.
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Consultation
Questions on Route E are ambiguous and 
not enough information provided on the 
route. 

At this early stage of route option devel-
opment we are focussing on assessing the 
potential opportunities and challenges for 
the broader areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific route alignments. With this in 
mind, the consultation questions were kept 
intentionally broad, so as to not exclude or 
dissuade particular comments. 
 
 
Once we’ve received all the feedback to 
our consultation, including the feedback 
from local authorities, the Department for 
Transport, Network Rail and other groups, 
we’ll be able to announce a preferred route 
option. It is at this point that we will de-
velop a specific route alignment in greater 
detail. This will undergo a period of public 
consultation with more detailed informa-
tion and maps.

Consultation
Concerns over the lack of information in 
the consultation document in the area 
south of Bedford. 

The consultation documents were designed 
to give a relatively high level and easily di-
gestible summary of the consultation and 
the route options. The technical report was 
then used to provide further detailed infor-
mation on matters such as this. Detailed 
information about a South Bedford station 
can be found on pages 29, 31 and 33 of the 
technical report. 

Consultation
Concerns raised over format of the consul-
tation feedback form and the 1-5 rating for 
Route E. 

The feedback form was designed to allow 
people to easily provide their views about 
how they thought each of the route op-
tions performed against the key criteria 
using a simple 1-5 scoring system, as well 
as opportunity to provide more extensive 
written comments through open text fields. 
It is regrettable to learn that this format is 
not supported. 
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Consultation

Comments calling for more information to 
be included in the documents on why the 
estimated cost for Route E is more than 
then other options.  

On the topic of cost for Route Option E, 
page 40 of the technical report noted 
that that the route option  ‘Could involve 
potentially complex interfaces with the 
Midland Main Line, which might include 
re-modelling or re-locating the existing 
Bedford maintenance depot, and would be 
expected to reduce the likelihood of secur-
ing private financing that 
represents value for money’.

Consultation

Concerns raised about the use of a wide 
corridor for Route E (around Tempsford) 
in the consultation documents, making it 
difficult to give useful comments. 

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Issues raised about the existing Sandy 
station not being on the map for Route E in 
the consultation materials. 

Responding to feedback received verbally 
during the first two consultation events, 
which indicated more signposting would be 
useful to some people, we produced a new 
set of maps. The new maps, which includ-
ed a greater level of signposting, were used 
from the third event onward, and were 
made available online immediately.   

Other

A concern was raised that after attending 
a consultation event, it was not possible to 
determine if the rail line was for passen-
gers or freight.

Thank you for your feedback. It is regretta-
ble to hear that you were unable to get the 
information you sought at the consultation 
event. We can confirm that we intend for 
the railway to support  both passenger 
and freight services.  
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Other

Concern was raised regarding the process 
for discounting route G, as it was shorter 
and the capital cost of the new station at 
Cambourne would be avoided and avoids 
relocation of Sandy station.  

Route G was estimated to incur slightly 
higher initial capital 
costs than Route E (£2.9 billion and £2.8 
billion respectively) despite the short-
er route length, which reflects the more 
challenging topography to the east of the 
Sandy area. Further, Route G is estimated 
to generate lower transport user benefits 
and lower fare revenues than Route E be-
cause it would not serve Cambourne.

Other

It was suggested that transport infrastruc-
ture routes via St Neots, Cambourne and 
Cambridge will have the greatest econom-
ic benefit to Cambridgeshire.

Economic benefits form one of the key cri-
teria through which we’re assessing each 
route option, and we will take this into 
account as part of this.

Other

It was suggested that the route is consist-
ent with Central Bedfordshire Council’s 
identification of Tempsford as an area for 
growth.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether route options C and D could sup-
port plans for growth in this area. Routes C 
and D would also enable East West Rail to 
directly serve the existing Sandy station.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Approach into 
Cambridge

A number of respondents did not have 
a preference on the approach into 
Cambridge and the benefit to the city is 
the same.

Comment noted. If approaching from the 
south, East West Rail could complement 
the proposed Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro by bringing together local and 
inter-urban connectivity. East West Rail 
would provide a fast service to Cambridge 
city centre and employment opportunities 
to the south of Cambridge, while the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge that could 
become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. 
The Metro could also make it easier for 
residents across the Cambridge area 
(including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Approach into 
Cambridge

A number of respondents stated that this 
question was difficult to answer without 
more information regarding the approach 
from the south and also a possible 
approach from the north, against which to 
make a comparison.

Thank you for your feedback. Further 
detail about both of these approaches 
was made available on pages 24-26 of the 
technical document.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

A concern was raised that promotion of 
only a southern approach is due to East 
West Rail’s own preference, rather than 
consideration of the benefit to the public.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made that under the 
CBRR northern approach, there is no need 
for any trains to reverse at any point on 
their journey. A new chord at Coldham’s 
Common would allow southern bound 
trains to leave Cambridge North and 
travel directly east to Felixstowe, Ipswich 
and other destinations with no reversing 
necessary.  Likewise, trains approaching 
Cambridge from the east, including 
heavy freight trains, could use the new 
chord to avoid the existing tight bend 
around Coldham’s Common and travel 
directly northwards, through Cambridge 
North and onwards to either King’s Lynn 
or westwards towards Oxford. With a 
new short chord, the CBRR’s proposals 
allow trains approaching from the east 
to pass through either Cambridge North 
or Cambridge Central, with no reversing 
necessary.   It was also highlighted that 
the northern approach does not incur time 
penalties to travellers to and from Oxford 
and Cambridge.  

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised as to why no technical 
assessment of a northern approach has 
been made or why the option was not 
presented as part of the consultation.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the 
southerly dip down from Cambourne to an 
approach via Cambridge South Station, 
being described as awkward and  unclear.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised that Cambridge North 
station has not been fully considered as an 
alternative.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concerns were raised on why a northern 
route into Cambridge was not included in 
the consultation.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Have regard for the Cam Bed Rail proposal 
which suggests that Cambridge North 
could be adapted fairly easily so that 
passengers on East West Rail Co trains 
that are not through trains to Cambridge 
South could change easily at Cambridge 
North to continue their journey  there, 
without having to use the footbridge to 
change platforms.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was highlighted that the area to the 
north of Cambridge is less densely 
populated than the south and would be 
easier to route a railway, and in so doing, 
avoid South Cambridgeshire villages.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was noted that an approach from the 
south would allow trains to continue 
onward in the same direction.  An 
approach from the north would require a 
train to reverse, or double-back out of the 
station to continue west.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that a southerly approach 
into Cambridge from a route through 
Cambourne would be contrived and would 
miss out Northstowe.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would also connect Cambridge’s Trinity 
and St John’s Science Parks. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would allow through trains from Norwich 
and Bristol and increase operational 
revenue.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would save on the cost of developing the 
Metro and prevent congestion on the 
A1198 and A603 and would not increase 
congestion on the A10.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would serve large, increasing populations 
such as Cambourne, Toft, Oakington, 
Bourne.  It would serve Park and Ride 
car parks and be complemented by the 
proposed Cambourne to Cambridge mass 
transit system.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a station at 
Northstowe would serve an expanding 
population and stimulate further 
development in the area.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach from 
the north allows more opportunity for 
multi-modal connections, has less impact 
on historical sites including Wimpole Hall 
and SSSIs, has less overall environmental 
impact, allows night time freight form the 
east of England, serves more communities, 
has the potential to replace the proposed 
Metro and requires less new infrastructure.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach from 
the north would allow direct journeys to 
Stansted Airport and would generate more 
traffic than an Ipswich/Bedford alignment.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach from 
the north would create benefit for more 
commuters than an approach from the 
south.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach to 
Cambridge from the north would facilitate 
through services to Haverhill, Sudbury 
and hence Colchester by re-opening the 
Cambridge to Haverhill and Sudbury line.  

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that changes to 
Cambridge North station would be less 
cost than moving Sandy station or building 
a new station at Bassingbourn.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that companies in 
the south of Cambridge are already 
well served by a rail connection into 
Cambridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Completely ignores developments to the 
North West of Cambridge.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that using Cambridge 
North would maximise potential of 
Cambourne, Northstowe, Waterbeach and 
Bourn Airfield, with existing communities 
mostly commuting to London.  Concern 
regarding a lack of evidence to suggest 
people living in Cambridgeshire would 
commute to Milton Keynes, Bedford or 
Oxford.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents highlighted that an 
approach from the north had advantages, 
including less infrastructure, use of existing 
infrastructure in Cambridge North station, 
more links to other transport and less 
environmental impact and cost than an 
approach from the south.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents reflected that a 
northern approach would make more sense 
if a northerly route option was selected, 
particularly from Cambourne. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents stated that a route via 
St Neots, Cambourne and Northstowe into 
the North of Cambridge as proposed by 
CBRR makes more sense.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Respondents suggested that the northern 
approach would serve more people and 
therefore would achieve a higher cost/
benefit ration than the southern approach.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

The existing Cambridge North station 
was identified as a sensible approach 
to Cambridge and having an easy 
connection to Ely, along with east/west 
and north/south travel.  This could be 
connected by bus or train to central 
Cambridge and Cambridge South.  
Consideration should be given to this 
option.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was raised that approaching 
Cambridge from the north would 
not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station, thereby 
foregoing an opportunity to support 
growth, housing and employment.  Also 
that there are no operational nor technical 
reasons why one train or more per hour 
from Oxford could not run through 
Cambridge North and Cambridge 
Central to terminate at Cambridge South 
station, or continue to Stansted and 
Kings Cross, which would remove the 
need for passengers on this fast train to 
Cambridge South to transfer to another 
line or transport mode to complete their 
journey.  Even if passengers were not 
on the ‘through train to Cambridge 
South’, the multi-modal transport hub 
around Cambridge North would provide 
them with ample ways to complete their 
journey to the new biomedical complex 
in the south of the city. The Biomedical 
campus, though clearly important, is not 
the only destination in Cambridge, nor 
collectively the largest, and should not 
be given disproportionate preference to 
other destinations in the city.  In terms 
of serving the city’s employment areas, 
there is no rationale for Cambridge South 
to be considered more important than 
Cambridge North or any other part of the 
city. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was raised that Cambridge 
North station can be adapted to take East 
West Rail trains in both directions with 
the addition of one single line through the 
station, which requires less infrastructure 
than an approach from the south.  The 
point was also raised that Cambridge 
North station can be developed as a 
transport hub to provide links to the 
Science Park and University sites.  This 
includes interchanges with cycle, bus, 
CAM, roads and employment hubs.  
Cambridge North could also act as an 
interchange with the Guided Busway and 
future Metro, has ample car parking and 
easy access to the A14, A428 and M11 can 
be facilitated, plus connection to the A421/
A428 trunk road Expressway.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was raised that It is more 
important that East West Rail serves 
Cambridge South than Cambridge North. 
Creating a northern chord at Coldham’s 
Common would require a large take of 
common land. A junction north of Milton 
would block long-standing ambitions to 
build a rowing lake between Milton Park 
and Waterbeach. A station at Northstowe 
would compete with the Guided Busway 
(which could in time be converted to light 
rail). There are huge cost implications of 
crossing the A14, A428 and flood plains.

Approach into 
Cambridge

The transport mode interchange benefits 
of Cambridge North station and the 
addition of parkway stations along the 
A421/A428 Expressway, would tip the 
cost-benefit ratio clearly in favour of the 
northern approach.

Approach into 
Cambridge

There were comments expressing concern 
regarding the lack of investigation into an 
approach from the north and that EWC Co 
has already ruled this approach out.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

There were comments reflecting on the 
likely higher capital and operating costs 
and result in slower journey times due to 
the greater route length from the approach 
from the south, which would reduce the 
benefits for transport users and the wider 
economy across the Oxford-Cambridge 
Arc and  have an adverse impact on 
opportunities to support new homes.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Benefits of an approach from the north 
were identified as quicker journey times 
and shorter journey distances to the 
northern employment hubs including the 
Cambridge Science Park, Cambridge 
North West and £200 million new 
development on 48ha of brownfield land 
at the Anglian Water Recycling Centre, 
reduced travel costs resulting from shorter 
travel distances, transfer at a new multi-
modal transport hub at Cambridge North 
station to other transport modes including 
the Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM) 
for destinations across the city. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made regarding an 
approach from the north providing better 
value for the taxpayer.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made regarding he 
southern approach that it will better 
enable freight to/from Felixstowe  which 
fulfils a national infrastructure goal of 
reducing traffic emissions by moving 
traffic off roads.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made regarding the lower 
environmental impact of the southern 
approach.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made regarding the 
northern route providing a more direct 
route  to the west and north for rail freight 
from east coast ports and fitting better 
with the east/west road development for 
accessing Cambridge.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made supporting the 
southern approach and that the North 
route via the busway does not seem 
feasible. The busway is heavily used and 
serves a link to St Ives and Huntingdon for 
which there is no other alternative.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

Further, notwithstanding the lack of 
reversal at Cambridge North, avoiding 
Cambridge station would introduce 
a transfer penalty for passengers to/
from Cambridge station and the new 
Cambridge South.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made that a southern 
route would facilitate a Cambridge South 
station and that north Cambridge is 
already served by a guided busway.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Comments were made that under the 
CBRR northern approach, there is no need 
for any trains to reverse at any point on 
their journey. A new chord at Coldham’s 
Common would allow southern bound 
trains to leave Cambridge North and 
travel directly east to Felixstowe, Ipswich 
and other destinations with no reversing 
necessary.  Likewise, trains approaching 
Cambridge from the east, including 
heavy freight trains, could use the new 
chord to avoid the existing tight bend 
around Coldham’s Common and travel 
directly northwards, through Cambridge 
North and onwards to either King’s Lynn 
or westwards towards Oxford. With a 
new short chord, the CBRR’s proposals 
allow trains approaching from the east 
to pass through either Cambridge North 
or Cambridge Central, with no reversing 
necessary.   It was also highlighted that 
the northern approach does not incur time 
penalties to travellers to and from Oxford 
and Cambridge.  



Approach into Cambridge

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report616  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern regarding the southern route 
impacting open countryside and an RSPB 
site.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid adverse 
environmental impacts as far as possible 
but, where unavoidable, minimise or 
mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including the impact 
ecologically significant sites, will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern that the southern approach has 
more impact on open countryside, farming 
land and green space.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern that the southern approach will 
cut off rural villages.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, an assessment of the 
impacts on communities including 
consideration of severance, will be carried 
out and the results presented within the 
ES.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding an 
approach from the north in that it 
duplicates the proposed Metro and A428 
improvements.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. The reasons for doing so were:

•  It could require changes to Cambridge 
North station and adding tracks along 
the West Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station.

We also acknowledge that, if approaching 
Cambridge from the south, this would also 
remove potential duplication of the Metro 
and other main roads.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding a decision 
to approach from the south as a catalyst 
for development at Bassingbourn.

Approaching Cambridge from the 
South is not contingent on development 
in Bassingbourn. Indeed, two of our 
route options which do not travel via 
Bassingbourn still approach Cambridge 
from the south rather than the north. This 
is because:
•  A northern approach could require 

changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding disruption 
to the RSBP site and  other SSSIs.   It was 
also identified that Shocott Spring should 
be protected, which is new woodland 
between Shortstown and Cotton Ends 
which was planted by the Forest of 
Marston Vale.  This area is attracting 
increasing amounts of wildlife and needs 
to be sustained and allowed to flourish and 
not disturbed.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the area 
south of Cambridge.  Particularly, if a 
southern approach was chosen, it would 
not provide any opportunity for economic 
growth, would disrupt existing transport 
systems, would require at least five 
level crossings and would have a high 
environmental impact from diesel train 
noise and air pollutions on natural habitats 
and SSSIs to the south west of Cambridge

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the 
assumption that the proposed Cambridge 
South Station is a major interchange 
with significant development around the 
new station.  The primary purpose of the 
station is to serve the biomedical campus.  
The area is bounded by the Gog Magogs 
and connecting Shelford to the South side 
of Cambridge as implied, will result in a 
need for new major road infrastructure in 
a congested and environmentally sensitive 
area.  The cost of the new infrastructure is 
not included.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the driver 
for the approach from the south being to 
support development at Bassingbourn, 
which is the most environmentally 
damaging.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the extra 
cost of the southern approach due to 
engineering works required to compensate 
for flood plain and clay soil areas and that 
this has not been factored into costs.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the extra 
cost required to four-track the West Anglia 
Main Line to the south of Cambridge.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the lack 
of information at the consultation on a 
station at Cambridge South, which opens 
wider regional access via East West Rail to 
Addenbrookes Hospital

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail, 
rather than directly by ourselves. As part 
of this, we are working closely with them to 
ensure that East West Rail services would 
be able to serve the new station. This is 
reflected in our consultation documents. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the main 
justification to approach Cambridge from 
the south is the time factor and stopping 
and reversing a train makes little difference 
to a passenger journey of between 1¾ to 2 
hours, especially if the train is not standing 
on the main through routes.

These are some, but not all of the reasons 
we believe approaching Cambridge from 
the South is a better approach. These 
reasons are set out in greater detail on 
pages 24-26 of our technical report.  
 
With that said, during the consultation 
we received a range of comments on the 
prioritisation of these southern approach 
route options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the 
southern approach in that it will need to 
cross a Grade I property.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.    
Heritage aspects will be assessed as part 
of these.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the 
unknown location of a potential 
Cambridge South station and the impact 
on infrastructure, impact on housing, 
planned electrification, bridges required 
and parking.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail, 
rather than by ourselves. While we are 
working closely with them to ensure that 
East West Rail services would be able to 
serve the new station, specific questions 
about its location and supporting 
infrastructure should be made to Network 
Rail. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding trains 
passing through Cambridge south, as it 
is as inconvenient to access the centre of 
Cambridge.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail, 
rather than by ourselves. While we are 
working closely with them to ensure that 
East West Rail services would be able to 
serve the new station, specific concerns 
about the station should be raised with 
Network Rail. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised that approaching 
Cambridge from the South would also 
create more traffic on the already very 
busy lines from Kings Cross and Liverpool 
Street. Depending on where the lines 
merged would make the level crossings at 
Shrepreth (2), Foxton (Main A10), Harston 
which I have times as being closed for as 
much as 30 mins per hour at peak times.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised that the southern 
areas are already served by a rail line into 
Cambridge. 

Connectivity into Cambridge is only one 
of many transport benefits East West 
Rail will provide. It will connect with other 
places further west, such as Bedford, 
Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as 
providing better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concerns were raised regarding the 
adequacy of buses or an untested metro to 
service Cambourne and Longstowe.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide other 
modes of transport, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern that approach from south 
duplicates current rail access and impacts 
more communities negatively.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment.  
 
While a southern approach would likely 
mean duplicating a small portion of 
existing rail infrastructure into Cambridge, 
connectivity into Cambridge is only one 
of many transport benefits East West 
Rail will provide. It will connect with other 
places further west, such as Bedford, 
Milton Keynes and Oxford, as well as 
providing better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern that approach from the south 
favours development at Bassingbourn, 
which is uncertain and could delay the 
East West Rail.  Also that approach 
from the south ignores needs of growing 
communities at Cambourne, Bourn 
and Northstowe and will create further 
congestion along A1198 and A603 if 
increased housing is not supported with 
public transport.

Approaching Cambridge from the 
South is not contingent on development 
in Bassingbourn. Indeed, two of our 
route options which do not travel via 
Bassingbourn still approach Cambridge 
from the south rather than the north. This 
is because:
•  A northern approach could require 

changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was made about northern areas 
have already been over developed.

All five of the route options are proposed 
to approach Cambridge from the south, 
avoiding areas to the north of Cambridge 
which have already been developed. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding adding a 
second line to the south of Cambridge 
poses questions regarding Foxton train 
station and road crossing at the A10, which 
have not been raised in the consultation . A 
similar situation exists at Shepreth. 

Technical and safety aspects will continue 
to be considered as part of our further 
route analysis to select a preferred route 
option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding commuters 
from Bassingbourn potentially using cars 
over a train to get to Addenbrookes or 
Science Parks, using Metal hill and Fenny 
Lane as cut throughs to the A10.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway 
and traffic authorities to identify ways we 
can avoid, minimise or mitigate potential 
negative impacts of new stations.  

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concern was raised regarding the route 
into Cambridge that a decision has 
already been made and public opinions 
will be ignored.

During the consultation we purposefully 
included a question in the feedback form 
which asked people for their views about 
the approach into Cambridge, as it was 
important for us to learn whether people 
thought we had made the right decision. 
Feedback about this will help inform our 
further work and analysis. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Concerns were raised regarding the 
southern approach that it would split 
existing communities.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Approach into 
Cambridge

Consider using the old track bed and 
removing the guided busway to the south 
- replacing it with hydrogen/battery tram 
trains.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches 
to delivery that avoid, minimise or 
mitigate environmental impacts, and are 
considering a wide range of technologies 
in both infrastructure and rolling stock, so 
we can create high quality, sustainable 
transport for local communities.  
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Consideration should be given to a solution 
which creates an approach both from the 
north and south to create a loop around 
the city broadly as follows: Cambridge, 
Cambridge North, Science Park, Girton 
(along the A14), from south of Madingley 
to a new housing development between 
Coton and Barton via the rifle range, then 
broadly tracking the M11 to Little/Great 
Shelford before re-joining the existing line, 
Cambridge South / Addenbrookes, and 
back to Cambridge.  It was suggested that 
this would form the starting basis for the 
Metro, and the East-West line could join 
it in either direction.  It could approach 
from the south and continue to Norwich, 
or approach from the north and continue 
to Stansted, or in either case it could loop 
back to Oxford without the need to reverse 
at Cambridge Station and serve both the 
north and south of the city.

Thank you for your detailed suggestion. 
This has been noted. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Entering Cambridge from the south will 
also allow East West Rail services to travel 
directly onwards to Ely and Norwich 
without having to reverse out, as would 
be the case if the route came in from the 
north.

Thank you for your feedback. If 
approaching from the north, trains would 
need to reverse at Cambridge if travelling 
to/from Ipswich and Norwich and east 
coast ports, increasing journey times

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was highlighted that a southerly route 
would provide an additional two tracks 
into Cambridge station which would allow 
stations to be built at Cambridge South 
and Harston without conflicting with the 
existing fast trains between Cambridge 
and Kings Cross / St Pancras particularly 
if trains could switch between both lines to 
overtake stopping trains.

Construction of new stations between 
Cambourne/Bassingbourn is not currently 
part of East West Rail’s remit. The 
requirement for additional tracks, and their 
configuration, will be evaluated based 
on timetable, capacity and operational 
requirements. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was highlighted that a southern route 
will the natural habitat for one or two 
threatened species of wildlife around 
Lordsbridge and will cut through a 
national, historical site owned by the 
National Trust.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including designated 
sites and protected or notable species, as 
well as the impact to heritage sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was identified that a southern approach 
offers no benefit to population growth 
areas of Cambourne, Bourn Airfield, Long 
Stanton and Northstowe.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, however 
we recognise that regardless of which 
route option or approach into Cambridge 
is chosen, we’re unable to directly connect 
every community. These places will still 
however see benefits from East West 
Rail, including eased pressure on local 
roads. We also intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was noted that, in terms of capital 
and operating costs, both southern 
and northern approaches present some 
engineering challenges, making neither 
approach  more cost effective than the 
other. East West Rail Co has not carried 
out detailed costings for the route 
options put forward in its consultation, 
so it is impossible to draw any accurate 
conclusions on costs based on  information 
provided.  

Thank you for your feedback. During 
the consultation we specifically sought 
people’s views on the approach into 
Cambridge, to better inform our decision 
making.  
 
Our focus was on the potential 
opportunities and challenges for the broad 
areas where the route options may travel, 
rather than looking at specific places or 
route alignments. We believe that the level 
of detail we provided was appropriate 
when considering these broad route areas.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that an approach from the 
north would generate less air pollution.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid, 
minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that the approach 
into Cambridge should follow the 
A428 corridor, which meets National 
Infrastructure Commission guidelines

In their 2016 report “Partnering for 
Prosperity”, the National Infrastructure 
Commission (NIC) suggested that 
“Maximising the potential of [the Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway and East West 
Rail] to support well-connected and 
well-designed new communities will 
mean... developing the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway, along the same broad 
corridor as East West Rail”. All five of our 
route options align with their proposed 
approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in 
a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that the southern approach 
was sensible and logical. However, a 
decision should only finally be taken with 
the benefit of the overall route and wider 
consideration of the future strategic 
transport network.

We appreciate the importance of local, 
regional and national plans and have 
taken these into account as part of our 
route option development process. We will 
continue to work with relevant authorities 
as they develop and update their relevant 
plans. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that there are high levels of 
noise and air pollution from heavy traffic 
along the southern approach, plus from 
the guided bus way.  There is concern 
that a southern rail approach will add to 
the existing high levels of noise and air 
pollution from the trains. 

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
These assessments will consider the 
interaction with existing developments.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was raised that there should be an 
independent inquiry into a possible 
approach from the north before decisions 
are taken on a route.

During the consultation we purposefully 
included a question in the feedback form 
which asked people for their views about 
the approach into Cambridge, as it was 
important for us to learn whether people 
thought we had made the right decision. 
Feedback about this will help inform our 
further work and analysis. It is not our 
intention to launch an independent inquiry 
into this. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was requested that regard is given to 
horse riders to be able to cross the line 
regardless of approach into Cambridge.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a Cambridge south 
station would be constrained by a lack 
of space, which would make additional 
parking difficult, which in turn would 
prevent people using the station.  It was 
suggested that the Park and Ride was 
already at capacity.

A proposed Cambridge South station is 
being brought forward by Network Rail, 
rather than by ourselves. While we are 
working closely with them to ensure that 
East West Rail services would be able to 
serve the new station, specific questions 
about its location and supporting 
infrastructure should be made to Network 
Rail.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would not blight villages in the populated 
Southern Cambridge.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Impacts to communities will be considered 
as part of these assessments. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
could run along the old A45 past Eltisley.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a southerly link 
over a northerly one does remove any 
conceivable threat to the RSPB’s nature 
reserve at Fen Drayton Lakes.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a southern approach 
would allow stations at Cambridge South 
and Harston

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that Addenbrookes 
Hospital is in need of a new train station 
and Cambridge Science Park already has 
access to one.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach from 
the south is a strong solution taking trains 
in from the south, while road is served from 
the north.

Comment noted. In addition to this, East 
West Rail could complement the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge by bringing together local 
and inter-urban connectivity. East West 
Rail would provide a faster service to 
Cambridge city centre and employment 
opportunities to the south of Cambridge 
than the guided busway, while the 
busway would provide good connectivity 
to employment opportunities to the north 
and west of Cambridge.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach from 
the south would benefit the Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus and that the Science 
Park to the north already has a rail 
connection.

One of the main reasons we have 
prioritised route options that approached 
Cambridge from the south is that 
approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed new 
Cambridge South station. 
 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an approach into 
Cambridge could run along the western 
side of Barton Road Rifle range, cross the 
A603, then run alongside the western side 
M11, crossing between Junction 12 and 11 
and join the historic railway alignment at 
Trumpington.

More detailed alignments will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that a northern approach 
would cause least impact for nature in 
Bedfordshire and Cambridge

We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement 
(ES) submitted, when we submit our 
Development Consent Order (DCO).  



Approach into Cambridge

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report633  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that an old route could 
be considered;  Sandy, Potton, Gamlingay, 
Old North Road, Lords Bridge and ending 
at the southern end of the main platform 
at Cambridge station.

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would be 
possible to follow old alignments, including 
the alignment of the former Varsity Line, 
which closed in the 1960s. Although limited 
sections of the Varsity Line alignment are 
potentially usable - for example in the 
area to the south-east of Sandy between 
the RSPB Nature Reserve and Biggleswade 
Common - much of the original alignment 
is not suitable. Reasons for this include 
that the old alignment has been built-
over with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that consideration should 
be given to constructing a tunnel starting 
off the two north facing bays which is very 
possible if you consider the new access to 
Thames link just north of Kings Cross. The 
route could go to a City Centre station 
buried under Christ’s pieces and then a 
further station at Cambridge North West 
before surfacing near Hardwick to serve 
Cambourne and St Neots ( the latter by a 
new station near the electricity generation 
plant on the ECML). An alternative route 
would be to convert the bus way from 
Cambridge North to Northstowe back 
to railway then swing the route south to 
Cambourne.

Tunnelled approaches from the west 
were considered within a corridor from 
near Barton through to Church End and 
Fulbourn. It was anticipated that a dual-
track tunnel could provide an interchange 
with Cambridge station below ground. 
While a tunnelled approach was believed 
to be technically feasible, it 
was rejected due to the significant cost 
(estimated to be between £1 billion and 
£1.7 billion) and interchange journey 
time penalties at Cambridge station. 
The least cost tunnelled option that 
was considered would have required 
a tunnel of around 5.5 kilometres and 
result in potentially significant adverse 
impacts on Grantchester Meadows. In 
addition, a tunnelled approach would 
not provide direct east-west connectivity 
to the proposed new Cambridge 
South station serving the Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus, thereby foregoing an 
opportunity to support growth, housing 
and employment. It would also not directly 
serve 
Cambridge North and support growth in 
the surrounding area.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that if  the guided 
busway from Cambridge to Trumpington 
Park and Ride was removed (and the park 
and ride was moved elsewhere) it would 
provide a perfect track bed with three 
good bridges from Cambridge, which are 
still intact, and then a new route can be 
made to Sandy, after passing underneath 
the M11.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that ‘Silicon Fen’ to 
the north and ‘Biotech’ to the south of 
Cambridge are both vital for the city’s 
prosperity, but the approach from the 
north has advantages as is reduces 
environmental impact and best serves 
communities north/east of Cambridge.  
It was also raised that Bassingbourn is 
not convenient for Silicon Fen and Biotech 
can be served by Guided Buses form 
Northstowe.

East West Rail could compliment other 
projects and infrastructure in the area, 
to ensure both the north and south of 
Cambridge are well served by public 
transport. For example, East West 
Rail could complement the proposed 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a fast service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge, while the proposed 
guided busway between Cambourne and 
Cambridge that could become part of the 
Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro would 
provide good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. The Metro could also make it 
easier for residents across the Cambridge 
area (including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that Tempsford could link 
into a northern rail route alongside the new 
road to replace the A428.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the A428 corridor 
would create a multi modal corridor, 
linking exiting communities and reducing 
environmental impact.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the East West Rail 
must be operationally isolated from any 
of the Cambridge to London services 
and failure to design this into the layout 
will result in worse performance for 
everything in and out of Cambridge. The 
E-W service needs to run two fast and two 
slow - 4 paths per hour - this would not 
be achievable if the E-W rail service were 
intertwined with the Cambridge to London 
services and operational isolation is an 
absolute fundamental design requirement.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
and Freight Operating Companies (as 
appropriate) to ensure that the impact of 
the railway on the wider rail network is 
avoided or minimised as far as possible, or 
otherwise mitigated appropriately.   
 
The requirement for additional tracks, 
and their configuration, will be evaluated 
based on timetable, capacity and 
operational requirements. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the line should 
approach Cambridge along the old track 
bed with a new station at the Trumpington 
park and ride. Ideally this infrastructure 
would then allow for a tram train to use 
the same to approach Cambridge before 
going into the streets. The tram train 
would replace the awful guided busway 
and a programme of pedestrianisation 
would allow the tram train to offer a much 
better and regular service than currently 
achieved by the buses. The tram train 
would be hydrogen or powered to prevent 
the need to install overhead lines.

The precise connection between East 
West Rail and the West Anglia Main Line 
leading through to Cambridge station will 
be determined through detailed work on 
route alignments. We thank you for your 
feedback.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the local area that 
has the least organised access to schools 
in Cambridge by road or otherwise is the 
Bassingbourn area. The same degree of 
congestion is not expected in Cambourne, 
which already has excellent road access 
to Cambridge, and especially with the 
new A428 that road access will continue 
to improve for Cambourne.  The point 
was made that it does not make sense 
to deprive the Bassingbourn area of an 
extremely useful railway line, and give the 
railway stop to Cambourne just so that 
Cambourne could have even better links.

We would like to spread the benefits of 
East West Rail as far as possible, however 
we recognise that regardless of which 
route option is chosen, we’re unable to 
directly connect every community. These 
places will still however see benefits from 
East West Rail, including eased pressure 
on local roads. We also intend to work 
with local authorities and other local 
stakeholders to ensure that East West 
Rail stations are well-integrated into local 
transport networks so that residents and 
businesses are able to access East West 
Rail services.
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Meldreth is excluded from the information.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the National 
Infrastructure Commission (NIC) 
recommendation is that the east-west 
rail link and the Expressway form a multi 
-modal corridor, which can only be 
achieved via the northern approach into 
Cambridge. It was also suggested that 
none of East West Rail Co’s route options 
achieve this  aim.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for 
Prosperity”, the National Infrastructure 
Commission (NIC) suggested that 
“Maximising the potential of [the Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway and East West 
Rail] to support well-connected and 
well-designed new communities will 
mean... developing the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway, along the same broad 
corridor as East West Rail”. All five of our 
route options align with their proposed 
approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in 
a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the south is already 
served by Meldreth, Shepreth, Foxton, 
Royston, Ashwell and Morden stations.

A new station in South Cambridgeshire 
would offer residents improved 
connectivity to Cambridge and other 
places further west, including Bedford, 
Milton Keynes and Oxford, most of which is 
not currently offered by existing services. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that the southern 
approach would impact more people than 
a northern route.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. The reasons for doing so were:

•  It could require changes to Cambridge 
North station and adding tracks along 
the West Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

However, the consultation feedback form 
also asked a specific question about 
whether we were right to prioritise these 
routes. 

During the consultation we received 
a range of comments on this 
subject, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that there is capacity on 
the existing Royston to Cambridge line and 
this should be considered if possible.

More detailed alignments will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

It was suggested that trains to Felixstowe 
would not need to double back if 
approaching from the north if CBBR’s 
proposed chord at Colham’s Common was 
considered.

Proposals to improve the existing network 
east of Cambridge are beyond the scope 
of the East West Rail project and are 
for consideration by existing railway 
authorities and organisations. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents suggested that a 
Cambridge Parkway station should be 
considered regardless of the chosen 
approach into Cambridge to encourage 
travellers out of their cars.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents supported the 
approach from the south and had 
advantages over approaches from the 
north that would require trains from the 
west to double-back.

Thank you for your support, this has been 
noted. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents were concerned that 
the CBRR proposals were not part of the 
consultation, which included an approach 
into Cambridge. 

During the consultation we asked for 
comments on five diverse route options, as 
well as specifically seeking feedback on 
the approach into Cambridge.  
 
From this, we received a range of 
comments on the prioritisation of these 
southern approach route options, including 
a response from CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). 
We will carry out additional work to assess 
the case for a northern approach as part 
of the process to select a preferred route 
option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Many respondents were concerned that 
an approach from the south would avoid 
the anticipated population growth to the 
north and east of Cambridge and St Neots.  
It would also not improve traffic levels 
between Cambridge and St Neots.

With the exception of route option A, the 
four other route options propose a new 
station being built in the broad area south 
of St Neots. It is expected that this would 
attract a notable number of road users 
to rail, and therefore easing pressure on 
traffic between Cambridge and St Neots. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

Many comments stated that the approach 
into Cambridge should be the one with 
the least disruption to existing towns and 
communities 

We are actively exploring ways to avoid 
or if not possible, minimise impacts on 
existing towns and communities - both in 
the approach into Cambridge and in all 
other areas of our route options.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Respondents suggested that a northern 
approach would complement and not 
compete with the proposed Metro.

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Some respondents stated that they 
thought both approaches were 
inappropriate and that there should be no 
new line.

Thank you for your comment. Following 
initial assessment, we’re confident that 
an approach into Cambridge from the 
south is the right one, but we will continue 
to back-check decisions at appropriate 
junctures as the project progresses and 
available detail increases.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Support was made for a new station at 
Great Shelford if a southern route was 
chosen.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Approach into 
Cambridge

Support was made for an approach from 
the south in that space is available, it 
uses existing rail infrastructure and it will 
encourage more business and housing to 
the area.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Approach into 
Cambridge

The nature of the interaction with the 
Royston branch and West Anglia mainline 
should be carefully considered.  There 
is high traffic between Cambridge and 
the south at present so the junctions and 
track alignments should be designed in 
such a way to reduce confliction with the 
existing lines to facilitate greater traffic 
flow.  It would be a waste of money if the 
full capacity of East West Rail could not be 
realised because of inadequate interaction 
with the existing railways.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.   
 
The requirement for additional tracks, 
and their configuration, will be evaluated 
based on timetable, capacity and 
operational requirements. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was made that the guided 
busway appears to cater for growth 
opportunities to the north of Cambridge 
and therefore an additional railway 
service to improve local connectivity 
to the north of Cambridge may not be 
required.  However, a guided busway 
cannot compete with a heavy rail line in 
terms of passenger numbers, journey times 
or geographic coverage. The A428 corridor 
is the focus of development in South 
Cambridgeshire with a population of over 
200,000, in settlements either already 
in built or allocated in the new South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan. Only a train 
line can provide adequate public transport 
for this quantum of population.  
A guided busway cannot cater for this level 
of population, existing and projected, so 
will at best complement a railway.  The 
Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM)  
would not be feasible out to destinations 
such as St. Neots or Wixams, whereas 
the CBRR northern route and northern 
approach would be a workable commuter 
route into Cambridge from settlements 
further west.  

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a faster service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway, while the busway would provide 
good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge.



Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report642  |  East West Railway Company

Approach into Cambridge / Consultation

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was made that the southern 
approach will align with plans for a 
Cambridge South Station and track 
improvements to Shepreth Junction, 
which will enable improved rail links from 
East Cambridgeshire to the Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus and improved Kings 
Lynn to Kings Cross services through 
Cambridge.

Comment noted. This is one of the key 
reasons we have prioritised route options 
which approach Cambridge from the 
south. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

The point was raised that modifications to 
the tracks will be required on the approach 
into Cambridge in order to accommodate 
East West Rail, irrespective of which 
approach is chosen, north or south, as 
stated in the report by Jacobs in its 2016 
report for Network Rail and DfT.  Also 
that about twice as many trains per hour 
currently use the twin tracks to the south 
of Cambridge as use the twin tracks to the 
north.  

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Approach into 
Cambridge

There were comments reflecting that the 
question was badly worded.

We will take this into account when 
developing questions for future 
consultations.

Consultation

Consultation
Comments were made praising the quality 
of the consultation materials and the 
delivery of an informative consultation.

The consultation was designed to invite as 
many comments as possible about East 
West Rail and our proposed route options, 
which, as evidenced by this matter raised 
table, we believe we achieved. 

Consultation
Comments were received complimenting 
East West Rail staff at the consultation 
events.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Consultation
Comments were received saying it was 
disappointing that more detailed maps 
were not available at consultation events.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Comments were received welcoming the 
early start to the consultation and allowing 
feedback on route options.  

The consultation ran for a six week 
period, which was chosen to avoid school 
holidays and offer people the greatest 
possible opportunity to participate.  This 
period also exceeds the minimum duration 
specified for a statutory consultation, and 
was at a much earlier stage than other 
major projects. We are encouraged to read 
that this approach has been supported.
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Consultation

Concern was raised about why the CBBR 
proposal, alongside suggestions for a A428 
and northern approach have not been 
included within the consultation.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Consultation

Concern raised that the driver for the 
consultation is future house building and 
development and not meeting the needs of 
existing settlements and travellers.

The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop our 
route options, and select a preferred route 
option. Key to this was understanding 
whether people thought the route options 
would serve their needs. This is evidenced 
by our route option selection criteria, 
which includes ‘transport user benefits’ as 
one of the key criteria. 
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Consultation
Concern about information presented to 
discount Cambridge North as a universal 
transport hub.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Consultation
Concern about the lack of consideration of 
the original railway line 

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 

Consultation

Concern about the lack of detailed cost 
information for associated infrastructure 
required for highways crossings, including 
roads, bridges and underpasses.  

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Consultation
Concern that insufficient detail was 
provided about the junction with the main 
line at Shepreth Junction.

Our consultation materials noted that the 
precise connection between East West 
Rail and the West Anglia Main Line around 
Great Shelford would be determined 
through detailed work on route alignments. 
One option would be for East West Rail to 
connect to the existing Hitchin-Cambridge 
Line before then connecting onto the West 
Anglia Main Line at Shepreth Junction.

Consultation
Concern that some statements in the 
consultation materials are assumptions 
and are misleading and incorrect.

Thank you for your feedback. Without 
further information we are unable to 
investigate this further, however it is not 
our intention to provide misleading or 
incorrect information.
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Consultation
Concern about the lack of clarity 
illustrating the route into the centre of 
Cambridge.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas.

Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack of 
information regarding provision of a 
station at Wixams/Bedford south, in that 
it is due to be served by Thameslink and 
timing of its delivery is not known.

The technical report produced for 
consultation stated that: “A new station 
to the south of Bedford could be located 
either slightly to the south of the A421 or 
alternatively near the new settlement of 
Wixams. The eventual location would be 
a matter for more detailed consideration 
of route alignments after selecting a 
preferred route option”. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack of 
information on demand for future rail 
services as a driver for the East West Rail 
line.

For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about a lack 
of information which has led to the 
discounting of a northern route, and 
that the consultation did not include or 
consider the CBBR proposals as a viable 
alternative.

Both the consultation document and 
technical report provided dedicated 
sections which explained why we did not 
believe a northern approach was suitable. 
We also sought specific feedback about 
the approach into Cambridge via the 
feedback form.  
 
From this, we received a range of 
comments on the prioritisation of these 
southern approach route options, including 
a response from CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). 
We will carry out additional work to assess 
the case for a northern approach as part 
of the process to select a preferred route 
option.
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Consultation
Concern was raised about the adequacy 
of communicating the consultation to local 
communities.

The consultation was promoted through a 
range of channels to ensure the greatest 
possible awareness and participation, 
including advertising in local publications, 
sending out press releases, and 
distributing more than 120,000 postcard 
notifications to those within a broad 
consultation zone. 

Consultation

Concern was raised regarding crowding 
at some consultation events, including 
Potton, which made viewing maps 
difficult.  It was also suggested that this 
meant speaking to an East West Rail 
representative was difficult and it was 
difficult to hear conversations over the 
general chatter. 

We recognise that the level of public 
interest in our events was high, and 
will factor this into future public event 
planning and when selecting appropriately 
sized venues. 

Consultation
Concern was raised regarding failing to 
fulfil undertakings to brief Parish Councils 
prior to the consultation close.

We wrote directly to each parish council 
within the route corridor to give an 
overview of the project and where further 
detailed information was available. Two 
delegates from each parish council within 
the route corridor were invited to one 
of six events held prior to the close of 
consultation.

Consultation
Concern was raised about not identifying 
existing stations within the maps, 
particularly Royston station.

We will use this feedback to make existing 
non-East West Rail stations more apparent 
in future maps and consultation materials.

Consultation

Concern was raised about the accessibility 
of consultation venues and clear signage 
helping people to find them along with the 
adequacy and availability of parking at 
some venues.  It was suggested they were 
selected to put people off attending

Consultation venues were chosen based 
on their proximity to the route options, as 
well as their suitability as a community 
facility, disabled access and availability. It 
is therefore regrettable to read that some 
venues may have been difficult to access. 
We will take this into account for future 
consultation event planning. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about the anonymity 
of East West Rail staff at consultation 
events and only allowing use of first 
names.

We believe that providing the first name 
of each staff member in attendance is 
suitable for this type of event. 
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Consultation
Concern was raised about the claim that 
there has been previous consideration for 
housing at Tempsford.

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether some of our route options should 
travel there.

Consultation
Concern was raised about the focus on a 
route into Cambridge from the south, with 
no alternative presented.

The consultation offered people the 
opportunity  to comment on our approach 
into Cambridge to the south, and provide 
alternatives.  
 
As evidenced by this feedback report, we 
received a large volume of comments and 
suggestions about alternative approaches 
- and in particular, a northern approach. 
We will carry out additional work to assess 
the case for a northern approach as part 
of the process to select a preferred route 
option.

Consultation
Concern was raised about the lack of 
engineering details at the consultation.

As we were consulting at an early stage of 
the planning process, detailed engineering 
details were not sufficiently developed to 
consult on. 
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Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack 
of information available from public 
consultation event staff and their lack of 
knowledge about the local issues. 

The staff present at the events live in a 
range of areas across the UK, including 
within the Oxford to Cambridge Arc. It 
is disappointing to read some staff were 
unable to help with local information, and 
that there were not enough staff present. 
We will seek to address this at future 
public engagement events.

Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack of 
information about land required to join 
with the existing mainline station and 
how crossing the A10 would need to be 
established and costed. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack 
of information relating the Highways 
England’s support of the northern route 
into Cambridge to improve multi modal 
transport. 

Consultation
Concern was raised about the lack of staff 
at consultation events and their lack of 
ability to answer questions. 

Consultation
Concern was raised about the overall 
objective of the consultation in that it was 
confusing what was being asked.

The consultation was run for six weeks, 
which exceeded the minimum duration 
specified for a statutory consultation. 
We appreciate however that some people 
may wish to have more than one week 
to consider their views after the close of 
the last consultation event, and will take 
this into account when planning future 
consultations.

Consultation
Concern was raised about the presumption 
that Bassingbourn Barracks is or will be 
available for housing development.

Consultation

Concern was raised regarding the 
short five day window following the last 
consultation event before the deadline for 
return of feedback.

Consultation

Concern was raised about the short, six 
week consultation period.  Particularly 
that this did not allow Parish Councils time 
to convene special meetings to discuss the 
proposals.

The consultation was run for six weeks, 
which exceeded the minimum duration 
specified for a statutory consultation. We 
therefore feel sufficient time was provided 
to consider the proposals and provide 
feedback. 
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Consultation

Concern was raised about the timing of 
consultation events, including that they 
were held over half term when many 
people are on holiday, or held in weekday 
daytimes which prevented many people 
from attending.

To maximise participation, each of the 
exhibitions was held on different days 
and times, including Saturdays. The 
programme of exhibitions also started a 
week and a half after the launch of the 
consultation, to give people sufficient 
notice and time to consider any questions 
they may have had.

Consultation

Concern was raised that ancient 
woodlands, SSSIs and scheduled and other 
historic monuments were not indicated on 
maps, along with towns, villages and main 
roads.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Concern was raised that decisions had 
already been taken to route through 
Bassingbourn.

Two of the five route options do not travel 
via Bassingbourn - and in the absence of a 
preferred route option prior to consultation 
-  we can confirm that decisions have 
not been made to take a route through 
Bassingbourn. 
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Consultation

Concern was raised that no Environmental 
Assessment was undertaken for each route 
option or information on the EA presented 
as part of the consultation.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Consultation

Concern was raised that East West Rail 
was presenting consultation information 
predetermined to support a southern route 
and approach.

The purpose of the consultation was to 
gather feedback and views, to inform 
our decision making. The consultation 
presented a range of route options for the 
public to provide comment on - both from 
the north and the south - as well as the 
opportunity to comment on our approach 
into Cambridge. We therefore do not 
believe the consultation information was 
predetermined to support a southern route 
and approach. 

Consultation
Concern was raised that the costs 
appraisals are biased towards the 
Bedford/Sandy routes.

The costs presented during consultation 
were unbiased and indicative, and sought 
to allow people to form broad views about 
each route option, at an early stage of 
project development. We will continue to 
evaluate and update these costs as the 
project progresses.

Consultation
Concern was raised that the Feedback 
Form only presents the opportunity to rate 
varying degrees of positivity. 

The feedback form was designed to 
provide people the opportunity to rate 
how each route option performed against 
the key criteria on a scale of importance, 
rather than positivity. It also offered open 
text sections for people to quality their 
scores and provide further feedback. 
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Consultation

Concern was raised that the proposals 
do not  mention  how train calling 
patterns and timetables would change 
to accommodate new stations south of 
Bedford or north or south of Sandy.  

It is too early in the planning process 
to consult on these matters. Further 
information about calling patterns and 
timetabling will be provided, as the project 
progresses. 

Consultation
Concerns were raised about station 
locations being vague, making it difficult 
to make an informed choice.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 

Consultation

Concerns were raised about the broad 
claims made within consultation materials 
at this stage in consultation, particularly 
about biodiversity, flood protection and 
water and air quality.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Consultation

Concerns were raised about language 
used in the Feedback Form in that 
terms used were too wide ranging and 
unspecific, including Environment Impact 
and Economic Benefits.

These terms were used extensively 
throughout our consultation document 
and technical report, and formed part of 
our key criteria. For this reason, we asked 
specific questions about them.  

Consultation

Concerns were raised about the 
consultation question on Preferred Route 
Corridor.  It was suggested that the route 
corridor presented is wider than the 15km 
corridor stated in consultation materials.

Thank you for your feedback. We believe 
that the level of detail we provided was 
appropriate when considering these broad 
route areas.
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Consultation

Concerns were raised about the 
consultation events in that they did not 
present more detailed information to allow 
more informed decision making.

During the consultation, we held eight 
public exhibitions where members of the 
public could view our proposals, talk to 
project team representatives and get 
guidance on completing feedback forms. 
The purpose of the event was not to 
provide additional information above what 
was already in the public domain, so as 
not to exclude those who were unable or 
unwilling to attend. 

Consultation

Concerns were raised about the East West 
Rail website and the lack of information 
presented, particularly on environmental 
assessment, legal obligations, revenue 
predictions, housing development 
intentions.    

Further information about these key 
policies and processes will be made 
available as the project progresses. 

Consultation

Concerns were raised about the Feedback 
Forms.  In particular it was suggested that 
they are in pdf format which does not 
allow data to be entered.  Also that it was 
not possible to save a copy of feedback 
submitted. Other concerns related to the 
use of a 1-5 rating scale with comments 
suggesting use of it was misleading and 
undefined and use of the phrase ‘Benefits 
for transport users” which was considered 
difficult to define.  It was suggested 
that a sixth factor for consideration 
could have been compliance with the 
recommendation of the NIC’s Partnering 
for Prosperity Report.

Thank you for your feedback. We have 
addressed these matters raised in the 
order of which they were raised: 
 
-In addition to physical and PDF versions, 
an online version was also available on our 
website which allowed data to be entered.   
- Anyone who has submitted a feedback 
form is welcome to request a copy of it 
- We regret that the 1-5 scale appeared 
to be misleading, however our intent was 
genuine, as we were seeking views about 
how people thought each route option 
scored against the key criteria on a scale 
of 1 -5 
- Benefits for transport users was a phrase 
consistently used within our consultation 
document and technical report 
- A sixth factor was not included, as this is 
not one of our five key factors with which 
we assessed each route option against.

Consultation

Concerns were raised about the 
opportunity to complete multiple feedback 
forms and influence any decisions by 
weight of opinion.

During the consultation we kept a close 
eye on submissions to ensure duplicates 
were not being sent, and that the public 
were participating fairly. 
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Consultation
Concerns were raised about the process 
to call East West Rail and ask questions 
relating to the consultation.

To help with general questions about the 
project and consultation, we continued 
to operate and promote all of our enquiry 
channels, including telephone, email, 
online contact form and letters. We believe 
this approach was robust and sufficient. 

Consultation
Concerns were raised that East West 
Rail and the consultation process are 
deliberately withholding information.

The purpose of the consultation was 
to seek feedback on our route options 
and our approach to their design and 
development. Through this, we provided 
extensive information - including a 24 
page consultation document and a 
detailed 60 page technical report. Our 
intention was not to withhold information. 

Consultation
Concerns were raised that the cost 
information presented for route options 
was misleading and unhelpful.

The costs presented during consultation 
were unbiased and indicative, and sought 
to allow people to form broad views about 
each route option, at an early stage of 
project development. We will continue to 
evaluate and update these costs as the 
project progresses.

Consultation
Concerns were raised that the Feedback 
Form was generally confusing and 
complicated.

The feedback form was designed to allow 
people to provide their views about how 
they thought each of the route options 
performed against the key criteria using a 
1-5 scoring system, as well as opportunity 
to provide more extensive written 
comments.  
 
While more than 3,000 feedback forms 
were received, it is regrettable to read 
that the form may have been confusing. 
We will take this into account for future 
consultations. 
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Consultation

Concern about the lack of clarity on 
future housing and the impact on routes, 
particularly around Bassingbourn and 
Tempsford.

While future housing growth depends on a 
number of factors including site allocations 
by local authorities, we have been 
engaging closely with local authorities and 
other stakeholders to understand where 
future growth may lie, in order to ensure 
that East West Rail supports both current 
and future residents. The technical report 
presented during consultation provided 
a range of information about potential 
housing considerations in Bassingbourn 
and Tempsford. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about the lack of 
information presented at the consultation 
on how the East West Rail line will join the 
West Anglia Main Line south of Cambridge.

The technical report provided details about 
how we may seek to connect with the West 
Anglia Main Line. 

Consultation

Concern was raised about the 
transparency of the process to develop the 
route options presented at consultation.  
Particularly in how some routes were taken 
forward and some discounted.

The technical report described in detail 
how we developed route options and then 
sifted through them in order to land on 
the five route options presented during the 
consultation. 

Consultation

Concern was raised that the impacts 
presented in consultation materials are not 
wide ranging enough and do not consider 
impacts on Bedfordshire outside of Bedford 
and Sandy.

The consultation was held at an early 
stage in the design and planning, to 
gauge public opinion on the fundamental 
question of selecting a preferred route 
option. When most projects would be at a 
stage to undertake their first consultation, 
we will be undertaking our second. 
While the level of detail available was 
appropriate to the broad matters we were 
considering, we will continue to  take 
comments about the level of information 
requested into account when planning and 
organising our future consultations.  

Consultation
It was noted that the River Ivel was not 
mentioned alongside the river Great  Ouse.

Comment noted, this will be taken into 
account when producing future maps.
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Consultation
It was suggested that a better approach 
to consultation would have been to consult 
on only two routes.

As this was our first public consultation 
for the section between Bedford and 
Cambridge, we sought to provide a broad 
range of route options to test multiple 
scenarios and assumptions. This would 
not have been possible with only two route 
options.

Consultation
It was suggested that cycle paths and 
footpaths proposed, should be indicated.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Consultation

It was suggested that East West Rail Co 
has already made a decision on the route 
and the consultation is an academic 
exercise.  Some comments suggested that 
the process was undemocratic.

The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek public views and opinions to inform 
our decision making, before selecting a 
preferred route option. A decision therefore 
had not been made at any point during 
the consultation.

Consultation
It was suggested that future consultation 
should include all costs, including the cost 
to build stations and infrastructure.

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.

Consultation

It was suggested that information given 
in the consultation materials was a mix 
of data from 2015 and 2010 which was 
confusing.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Consultation
It was suggested that more information 
could be presented on how final decisions 
will be made.

While page 11 of the consultation 
document provided a detailed guide about 
the East West Rail planning and decision 
making process, we will take this into 
account when a preferred route option is 
announced, and in future consultations.

Consultation

It was suggested that responding to the 
consultation was made more difficult due 
to the lack of clarity and information on 
cost and affordability.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.
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Consultation

It was suggested that the consultation 
is deeply flawed and the motives of East 
West Rail Co are not genuine. It was 
also raised that East West Rail should 
be subject to legal review to determine 
if East West Rail is a part of a ‘plan or 
programme’ covered by SEA Directive.  It 
was suggested that the consultation is 
suspended, that the Courts determine 
if East West Rail is a part of a ‘plan or 
programme’ covered by SEA Directive, that 
before the consultation is reconvened there 
be adequate and transparent disclosure 
of all relevant information to the public, 
that the CBRR Route be evaluated in 
parity with East West Rail Co preferred 
routes, or that if evaluation has been 
performed in parity, as opposed to at 
unrecorded high level, that information be 
disclosed for peer evaluation and public 
information, that a reasonable time frame 
be adopted for a reconvened consultation, 
having full regard to the normal conduct 
of local government business, so that 
there is adequate time for a measured 
and comprehensive public response, 
that an appropriate independent market 
research agency be appointed to draw up, 
regulate, conduct and analyse the results 
of the survey, and that the results of the 
response to the consultation be subject to 
independent audit.

In the context of a non-statutory 
consultation, East West Rail Co was not 
legally required to include third party 
alignments as an option consulted upon 
and did not do so because it was not an 
alignment that East West Rail Co had 
fully assessed.  Nevertheless, subsequent 
to the close of the consultation response 
period, East West Rail Co is considering 
the product of the consultation along 
with other aspects of the project.  It has 
done this both on the route options upon 
which it has consulted and alternative 
proposed alignments submitted in 
response to consultation.  The outcome of 
the assessment will be published in due 
course.  Note: need to double check that 
this is the only alternative route provided. 
 
We are not required to carry out 
strategic environmental assessment 
because construction, operation and 
maintenance of the railway is a project, 
not a plan or programme.  However, 
we are considering the effect on the 
environment in undertaking further route 
option assessment.  We will continue 
to consider the environmental impacts 
resulting from the project in subsequently 
identifying a preferred alignment, and the 
preferred alignment itself will be subject to 
environmental impact assessment in due 
course.   
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Consultation

Many comments were received about 
the quality and detail contained within 
maps presented during the consultation.  
Concerns were raised that they were 
difficult to use and understand as they 
lacked detail, particularly in identifying the 
location of settlements.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
There were comments suggesting that 
not enough time was available to submit 
feedback.

The consultation was run for six weeks, 
which exceeded the minimum duration 
specified for a statutory consultation. We 
therefore feel sufficient time was provided 
to consider the proposals and provide 
feedback. 

Consultation
Concern that only one female was 
represented in the consultation document. 

Thank you for your feedback. We will use 
this to better present future consultation 
materials. 
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The Project

Environmental 
Heritage

Concerns were raised regarding the 
impact on significant historic sites and 
monuments, including Wimpole Hall.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.
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Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Sheep house Wood SSSI.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ancient 
woodland and SSSIs, will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Waresley.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Gransden.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Hayley.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Eversden.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Kingston.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern about the potential impact on 
irreplaceable ancient woodland, trees and 
biodiversity, with specific mentions for 
Hardwick Wood SSSI.

Environmental 
Heritage

Statement that the negative impact on 
ancient woodland will have personal and 
sentimental consequences for members of 
the public.

Environmental 
Heritage

Concern that ancient woodland have 
already been damaged by diseases such 
as Ash Dieback.

While we are unable to influence pre-
existing issues such as these, we will be 
taking the location of Ancient Woodland 
into account when further analysing each 
route option, and before a preferred route 
option is selected. 
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Environmental 
Heritage

Have regard for the report from DEFRA and 
the Forestry Commission, titled Standing 
Advice for Ancient Woodland and Veteran 
Trees (2018).

Comment noted. We will have regard to 
accepted best practice when developing 
construction methodologies and 
implement appropriate control measures 
that maintain environmental protection.

Environmental 
Heritage

Have regard for the impact on Kinwick 
Deserted Medieval Village.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Landscape

The point was made that the impact on 
high quality agricultural land should be 
minimised.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impact on agricultural land shall be 
considered as part of these. 
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Environmental 
Landscape

Concern that damage has already been 
caused to the countryside by HS2.

Whilst this concern is noted, our remit 
covers only the infrastructure and services 
between Oxford and Cambridge. We 
will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options, 
including on the countryside, as part of 
our preferred route option selection.

Environmental 
Landscape

Suggestion that East West Rail should 
plant new woodland along the chosen 
route.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.    
 
The design of the new railway will include 
appropriate mitigation, including planting 
where required.
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Environmental 
Landscape

Concern that the project will increase the 
flood risk in the area.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environmental 
Landscape

Suggestion that care should be taken to 
protect historic and important landscape 
views including Magog Down and Gog 
Magog Hills.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment will be carried out and 
the results presented within the ES.
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Environmental 
Landscape

Concern that providing a junction east 
of Shepreth will place the track in a flood 
plain, with environmental considerations.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environmental 
Landscape

Have regard for the Countryside Gap 
(CG2) included in the Central Bedfordshire 
Local Plan.

Passenger demand for rail travel has 
grown significantly since 1994 and it is 
predicted to continue to grow significantly 
in the future. The Government has 
concluded that there is a compelling 
need for development of the national 
rail network and East West Rail meets 
the policy objectives set out in National 
Networks National Policy Statement 
(NNNPS).  
 
We will consider both the National 
Networks National Policy Statement 
(NNNPS), the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and Local Plans to 
inform design development aiming to meet 
adopted policy objectives and to avoid 
constraints and minimise / mitigate any 
potential conflicts.  
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Environmental 
Landscape

Concerns raised about the routes being 
built on flood plains. 

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.

Environmental 
Landscape

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Grantchester Meadows.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Landscape

Concern for WWII munitions buried at 
Bassingbourn.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environmental 
Nature

Concerns were raised regarding the 
potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive sites, including the RSPB site at 
Sandy.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including 
environmentally sensitive sites, will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

Suggestion to include plans to provide 
natural corridors along the new tracks.

Comment noted. We recognise the 
importance of biodiversity and support 
the government’s policy on biodiversity 
net gain. We’re committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches 
to delivery that avoid, minimise or 
mitigate environmental impacts, and take 
opportunities to enhance biodiversity, 
including potential nature corridors, where 
appropriate.
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Environmental 
Nature

Concern about the potential impact on 
oxygen levels of cutting down trees.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
  
 
Changes to the climate will be considered 
as part of these.

Environmental 
Nature

Recognition that railways are more 
environmentally friendly than roads.

We are naturally strong supporters of 
the large positive environmental impacts 
can provide, and will seek to enshrine this 
within the East West Rail project. 

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
ancient soil.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
wildflowers.

We recognise the importance of 
biodiversity and support the government’s 
policy on biodiversity net gain. We’re 
committed to protecting the environment 
by finding approaches to delivery that 
avoid, minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts. We will continue to assess 
the potential environmental effects 
of the route options as part of our 
preferred route option selection and an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
will be undertaken, and an Environmental 
Statement (ES) submitted, with the 
Development Consent Order (DCO).  
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
wetlands in the area.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Environmental 
Nature

Concern about the future risk of climate 
change.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Changes to the climate, and potential 
climate change risks, will be considered as 
part of these.

Environmental 
Nature

Concern regarding the environmental 
impact of the use of concrete in railway 
sleepers.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid, 
minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
fungi.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the warnings from the 
International Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Changes to the climate, and potential 
climate change risks, will be considered as 
part of these.

Environmental 
Nature

Argument that biodiversity offsetting is not 
a solution for the environmental impact of 
the project.

We note this comment and consider that 
it supports our approach to environmental 
impacts i.e. finding approaches to delivery 
that ideally avoid environmental impacts, 
but where this cannot be done then taking 
steps to minimise or mitigate them. We 
will have regard to accepted best practice 
when developing the scheme, including 
off-setting where warranted.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the Government’s 25-
year environment plan titled A Green 
Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the 
Environment. 

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
We will develop the scheme taking 
account of current policy, including the 
Government’s 25-year Plan to Improve the 
Environment.

Environmental 
Nature

Observation that introducing a new diesel 
train route is against government policy on 
pollution.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   
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Environmental 
Nature

It was suggested that damage to the 
environment needs to be avoided, 
including loss or disturbance of SSSIs, 
SACs, ancient woodlands, ancient 
monuments and listed buildings. 

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including designated 
sites, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
wildlife, with specific mentions for dormice.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including protected 
and notable species, will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact 
on wildlife, with specific mentions for 
hedgehogs.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
wildlife, with specific mentions for bats.

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
wildlife, with specific mentions for insects 
including bees and butterflies.
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Environmental 
Nature

Concern was raised that East West Rail 
has not demonstrated how it will deliver a 
net gain in biodiversity.

We recognise the importance of 
biodiversity and support the government’s 
policy on biodiversity net gain. We’re 
committed to protecting the environment 
by finding approaches to delivery that 
avoid, minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts.  
 
As part of this, we have committed to 
delivering biodiversity net gain - which 
requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development 
- along the Arc. This approach supports 
the Government’s 25-year Environment 
Plan.  Biodiversity features, including 
SSSIs, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

Concern was raised regarding potential 
pollution to South Cambridgeshire chalk 
streams, including the River Shep, Hoffer 
Brook, Bassingbourn Streams, Mill River, 
River Rhee, River Mel and Guilden Brook.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Changes to watercourses will be 
considered as part of these.
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Environmental 
Nature

Concern was raised regarding the 
perception that East West Rail Co has not 
undertaken a SEA (Strategic Environmental 
Assessment) or a Habits Regulation 
Assessment (HRA) as part of the process of 
selecting a growth corridor.

 
Comment noted. If required, a Habitats 
Regulation Assessment would be carried 
out once an alignment has been selected. 
Designated sites are considered during 
as part of the continued route selection 
process and an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted, with the Development Consent 
Order (DCO). 

Environmental 
Nature

Concern that development north of 
Bedford will impact rural life and wildlife, 
which will be compounded by disruption 
caused by the Black Cat roundabout 
improvements.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
These assessments will consider the 
interaction with existing developments.



The Project 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report677  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Environmental 
Nature

Have regard for the potential impact on 
Trumpington Meadows Country Park.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these assessments.

Environmental 
Nature

It was suggested that East West Rail Co 
should liaise closely with Cam Valley 
Forum, RSPB, local Wildlife Trusts and the 
Cam and Ely Ouse Catchment Partnership 
on improving the area’s natural capital.

We’re committed to having a healthy and 
open dialogue with both statutory and 
non-statutory stakeholders as the project 
develops. 

Transport

It was suggested that a future solution 
must integrate well with other modes of 
transport including park and ride schemes, 
cycle paths and footpaths.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Statement that new transport 
infrastructure should work in harmony with 
the natural environment.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Transport
Suggestion to upgrade the line from Euston 
to Birmingham instead.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to undertake 
this work, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Transport
Statement that heavy rail is the only 
transport option capable of serving a very 
large number of potential passengers.

The ability of heavy rail to move 
large numbers of passengers is well 
documented, and as a major transport 
project, is something that we support and 
strive towards. 

Transport
Have regard for the opportunity to provide 
long distance services to Ipswich and 
Norwich.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. With that said, 
the work we are doing to develop services 
into Cambridge from the south will not 
preclude East West Rail services continuing 
East of Cambridge in the future
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Transport
Recognition that this project creates an 
opportunity to reduce reliance on cars.

We too are supportive of measures that 
are taken to ease pressure on roads, 
enhance the environment and better 
connect communities, including through 
projects such as ours.

Transport
Support for the project in general because 
it will remove the need to travel in and out 
of London to go cross country east-west.

We acknowledge that currently, rail 
journeys between communities in the 
Oxford-Cambridge area often require an 
expensive and time consuming detour via 
London – if it is possible to make them at 
all. Introducing a direct connection will 
remove the need to travel via London, 
reducing both journey time and cost. 

Transport
General concerns were raised regarding 
the impact on local roads, particularly the 
A10, A505 and A603.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
Suggestion that public transport in 
Cambridge should be coordinated to 
mirror the Transport for London system.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to coordinate 
public transport services, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 
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Transport
Argument that improving the journey to 
London is more important.

The remit we have been given covers 
the rail infrastructure between Oxford 
and Cambridge. New journeys will be 
opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. While services to 
London are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with other transport 
networks and services, including those 
which travel to London.

Transport
There was concern that no research has 
been undertaken to understand passenger 
traffic between Oxford and Cambridge.

At the time of consultation, our transport 
demand modelling estimated that the total 
number of return trips each year between 
Cambridge and Oxford (in both directions) 
would increase from  around 18,000 to 
around 50,000.

Transport
Opposition to East West Rail’s policy of no 
level crossings.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Transport

Concerns were raised about reducing road 
traffic, in order to ensure safe travel for 
ambulances, with regards to the futures 
of Hinchingbrooke and Royal Papworth 
hospitals .

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England, local highway and 
traffic authorities and other relevant 
authorities with an interest in roads to 
identify ways we can avoid adverse 
impacts of new stations as far as possible 
but, where unavoidable, to minimise or 
mitigate those impacts.  
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Transport
It was suggestion that a cycle route should 
be provided alongside the rail line.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Calls for bicycles to be permitted on public 
transport.

A policy for the carriage of bicycles on 
board East West Rail services will be 
confirmed at a later date closer to the 
operational stage of the project.

Transport

It was suggested that consideration should 
be taken on the impact of the train line 
on the local countryside, including local 
horse riders. Particularly ensuring that 
all severed rights of way are joined up 
with Non Motorised User (NMU) routes 
to include horse riders, with access for 
carriage drivers where possible.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Concerns were raised about the impact of 
this route on the National Cycle Network.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between our route and existing 
rights of way individually as we design 
the exact alignment. To help with this 
work, we’ll continue to involve community 
groups, specialist access groups, local 
Highway Authorities, Highways England 
and other stakeholders.
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Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Concern about the train service to Sandy 
and opposition to any route option that 
would result in a reduced service.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. New journeys will be opened 
up for people taking advantage of the new 
line, which will involve directly connecting 
onto other rail lines and other modes 
of transport. While existing services to 
Sandy are not within our remit to manage, 
we will be working closely with train 
operating companies to ensure East West 
Rail integrates effectively with existing 
transport networks

Transport
Suggestion to include an interchange with 
HS2, to improve the resilience of the wider 
rail network.

While HS2 is located further west of the 
area that we have consulted on, we will be 
working closely with promoters of major 
projects and schemes to ensure that East 
West Rail integrates effectively with the 
wider transport network. 

Transport
Comment that East West Rail is more 
needed than HS2.

While it is not appropriate for us to 
comment on the merit of other projects or 
schemes, we will be working hard to ensure 
that East West Rail integrates effectively 
with the wider transport network. 

Transport
Support for the new trainline connecting 
well with the East Coast, West Coast and 
Midland Main lines.

 Noted. This aligns with our approach to 
route development and consultation, to 
deliver the most suitable alignment.

Transport

Concern was expressed that the routes do 
not integrate with the busway, tram, metro 
or the Ox Cambridgeshire Expressway and 
Girton interchange.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services  between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
or control connecting services, we’re 
committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 
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Transport

Concern that the route options are 
separate to the planned Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway, creating two 
unimodal corridors.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for 
Prosperity”, the National Infrastructure 
Commission (NIC) suggested that 
“Maximising the potential of [the Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway and East West 
Rail] to support well-connected and 
well-designed new communities will 
mean... developing the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway, along the same broad 
corridor as East West Rail”. All five of our 
route options align with their proposed 
approach.  
 
We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in 
a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.

Transport
Suggestion to provide an electric bus link 
instead.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
electric bus services, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 

Transport
Suggestion to convert existing roads into 
railways.

We will seek to use existing infrastructure, 
where possible and practicable. 

Transport
Concern about the feasibility of the 
planned Cambridge Autonomous Metro 
(CAM).

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. The proposed 
Cambridge Autonomous Metro is not part 
of the East West Rail project. 
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Transport
Belief that the future guided busway will 
not provide as many benefits to the area 
as the rail line.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a faster service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway, while the busway would provide 
good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge.

Transport
Suggestion to replace the guided busway 
between Cambridge and Trumpington with 
East West Rail.

While it is our plan to connect to the 
existing Hitchin-Cambridge Line before 
then connecting onto the West Anglia Main 
Line at Shepreth Junction, we appreciate 
your suggestion and have taken this into 
consideration.

Transport
Argument that Northstowe does not need 
a rail link as it is already served by the 
guided busway.

We do not currently have plans to connect 
directly with Northstowe, with all five of 
our route options approaching Cambridge 
from the south.

Transport
Recognition that the existing guided 
busway would create challenges for a 
northern approach into Cambridge. 

We acknowledge this challenge. East 
West Rail however could complement 
the proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a faster service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway, while the busway would provide 
good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge.
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Transport
Support was given for the integration of 
the East West Rail line with the proposed 
Cambridge Metro.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro by bringing together local and 
inter-urban connectivity. East West Rail 
would provide a fast service to Cambridge 
city centre and employment opportunities 
to the south of Cambridge, while the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge that could 
become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. 
The Metro could also make it easier for 
residents across the Cambridge area 
(including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
Concern was raised that the proposals will 
duplicate the CAM Metro.

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro by bringing together local and 
inter-urban connectivity. East West Rail 
would provide a fast service to Cambridge 
city centre and employment opportunities 
to the south of Cambridge, while the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge that could 
become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. 
The Metro could also make it easier for 
residents across the Cambridge area 
(including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).



The Project 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report686  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Transport
Support was given for the Cambridge 
Connect proposals. 

While the Cambridge Connect proposal 
is separate from this project, we intend to 
work closely with the promoters of other 
schemes and proposals to ensure that East 
West Rail connects effectively with the 
local transport network. 

Transport
Belief that most passengers will travel from 
one end of the line to the other, increasing 
the importance of journey time.

 The transport demand modelling used 
for the consultation confirms that short 
distance journeys with fast journey times 
are likely to generate most of the demand 
for East West Rail services, with up to 
300,000 trips each year between the 
Sandy area and Cambridge and up to 
250,000 trips each year between Bedford 
and Cambridge.

Transport
It was recognised that all route options cut 
travel time and support economic growth.

The five route options presented during the 
consultation were selected because they 
performed best against key criteria.  
 
The purpose of the consultation was to 
seek early feedback and local knowledge 
that would allow us to further develop 
these route options and select a preferred 
route option. 
 
We welcome this matter raised, as part of 
this.
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Transport

It was suggested that Cambridge will be 
overwhelmed with commuter traffic unless 
something is done to make it easier to 
travel from east to west and north to south 
without  causing congestion in the city 
itself.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The operational demands, including 
changes to traffic, will be considered as 
part of these.

Transport

It was suggested that Cambridge 
International Airport and Oxford Airport 
could be re sited to Thurleigh and the 
adjoining Twinwoods airfields.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
Re-siting both of these airports is outside 
the scope of this project.

Transport
Concern that the project has not evaluated 
the option to utilise the A428 corridor and 
create an integrated multi-modal solution.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.
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Transport

Concern that no provision for 
accommodating further growth of 
Cambourne and Northstowe will create 
additional pressure on the A14 and A428.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Transport

There was strong support to connect 
Cambourne, St Neots and Northstowe, 
with the suggestion that all three locations 
had more demand than Bassingbourn.

Transport
Suggestion that the line could be 
combined with a Park & Ride at Foxton.

Precise station and connection locations 
will be explored in greater detail after we 
have selected a preferred route option. 
Once identified, we will then seek public 
input on their location through a further 
public consultation, at a later date. 
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Transport
Concern was raised regarding the 
predicted increase in traffic volumes used 
to justify the project.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The operational demands, including 
changes to traffic, will be considered as 
part of these.

Transport

Concern was raised regarding impact 
on local roads between Royston and 
Cambridge, including the impact on the 
rail crossing at Foxton.

Transport
Concern was expressed that end to end 
journey times should not be the driver for 
decision making. Thank you for your feedback. Journey 

times are one of many factors we are 
taking into account as part of the route 
option selection process.Transport

Concerns raised that the train journey time 
from Oxford to Cambridge must deliver 
time savings when compared to the road 
journey.
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Transport
Concern was raised that journey times do 
not include stopping at Bassingbourn or 
Cambridge South stations.

We can’t provide exact journey times at 
the moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and the 
final alignment chosen. We are continuing 
to explore how frequently East West Rail 
trains will run and the timetable  that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route.  
 
Currently, rail journeys between 
communities in the area often require an 
expensive and time-consuming detour via 
London – if it is possible to make them at 
all. Introducing a direct connection will 
remove the need to travel via London, 
which we expect to reduce both journey 
time and cost. 

Transport

Concern that a Bassingbourn development 
will lack a direct link to London as a prime 
destination for commuters and would have 
limited use for journeys to Cambridge.

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the Arc, by making it easier 
for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Cambridge. While some residents in 
Bassingbourn might travel to London 
for work via the nearby Royston station, 
others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places further west across 
the Arc (e.g. Bedford and Milton Keynes). 
New patterns of travel are likely to emerge 
as East West Rail supports opportunities 
for growth and new homes

Transport
Suggestion that the project should include 
short journeys along the route, with the 
provision for small local stations.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.
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Transport
It was suggested that the project should 
not close roads in Cambridgeshire.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Transport
It was suggested that existing road 
corridors should be followed to minimise 
environmental impact.

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to best integrate East 
West Rail with existing and future road 
networks. 

Transport
Suggestion that East West Rail Co should 
consider the removal of HGVs from the 
road.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to 
this matter, including the needs of local 
communities and the benefits of reducing 
the use of roads to transport freight, in 
developing proposed alignments for the 
railway.  

Transport

Recognition that serving Bedford Midland 
and Bedford South may not be possible, 
so good links between Bedford South and 
Bedford Midland would be necessary.

Potential connectivity in Bedford will 
be given further consideration once a 
preferred route option has been selected.

Transport
Suggestion to provide a rail integrated bus 
service instead of East West Rail.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide bus 
services, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 
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Transport
Advantage to siting train stations near to 
schools along the southern route would be 
to remove school run traffic from the road.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid, 
minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts. 

Transport

Concern was raised regarding additional 
development along the A428 corridor 
and suggestion that new development 
should be encouraged in areas such as 
Bassingbourn.

We are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process. 
 
 We also intend to work closely with 
Highways England to ensure that 
our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Socio Economic

Concern was raised regarding the driver 
for decision making has not been made 
clear, with a specific concern that a future 
route should not be justified to support 
housing and economic growth that is 
speculative or not viable.

During the consultation, we made clear in 
both the consultation document, technical 
report and feedback form that each route 
option has been appraised against, and 
will continue to be assessed against the 
following key criteria: 
 
- Transport user benefits – the potential 
benefits from improved journey times, 
lower fares and less road congestion 
- Contribution to enabling new homes and 
economic growth, including serving areas 
with land that could be developed 
- Capital and operating costs and overall 
affordability 
- Environmental impacts and opportunities
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Socio Economic
Concern about the potential for a large 
development in Bassingbourn.

While future growth plans are ultimately 
a matter for local authorities to decide, 
we have been engaging closely with 
local authorities and other stakeholders 
to understand where future growth may 
lie, in order to ensure that East West Rail 
supports both current and future residents. 

Socio Economic Concern about the impact on agriculture.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impact on agricultural land will be 
considered as part of these assessments.

Socio Economic
Support for the project as it will draw new 
residents to Moggerhanger.

We are taking account of existing 
communities and opportunities to support 
plans for future growth throughout the 
option selection and infrastructure design 
process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio Economic
Concern about the health issue caused by 
diesel trains and the emissions of NOx and 
particulate matter.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Changes in air quality will be considered 
as part of these assessments. 

Socio Economic

Concern that increased traffic on the 
A505 will have a negative effect on mental 
health and public safety.  Request to have 
regard for the views of those with mental 
health issues.

We will comply with our responsibilities 
under the Equality Act (2010) in 
development of the scheme. An Equalities 
Impact Assessment (EqIA), alongside 
consideration of health impacts within 
the Environmental Statement (ES), will 
be developed and submitted to support 
the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application.

Socio Economic
Support for expanding the Oxford to 
Cambridge Arc, as it will lead to economic 
growth and increased employment.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process.

Socio Economic
Request made that employment is given to 
people living in the Bedford area who have 
rail experience.

There will be many opportunities to 
get involved with the East West Rail 
project during planning, construction 
and operation. To stay up to date with 
these opportunities, please visit: www.
eastwestrail.co.uk/careers
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Socio Economic

Statement that growth can lead to 
residents changing jobs, and by providing 
opportunities for residents to change jobs 
without moving to a new house, it will 
increase the sharing of ideas across the 
arc.

We understand that by connecting 
communities across the arc, this will lead 
to a large range of benefits, including 
increased knowledge sharing. 

Socio Economic
Argument that once Britain leaves the 
European Union there will be no housing 
requirement in the area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Socio Economic

Concern was raised that the proposals 
do not support economic growth to the 
north west of Cambridge, particularly 
Cambourne, Bourn Airfield, Longstowe, 
Northstowe and St Neots.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Socio Economic

Support for the project concentrating 
on supporting the development of 
Cambridge’s ‘Northern Fringe’; Cambridge 
North station, Cambridge Science Park 
and new developments at Waterbeach and 
Northstowe.

Socio Economic
Concern about the general noise impact of 
the project.

 
 
We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to 
manage noise and vibration effectively 
to avoid significant adverse impacts on 
health and quality of life as far as possible. 
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Socio Economic

It was suggested that the planning of a 
rail line should not determine or influence 
future economic growth, but that it should 
support economic growth planned by the 
relevant process and authorities.

While future growth depends on a number 
of factors including site allocations by 
local authorities, we have been engaging 
closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that East 
West Rail supports both current and future 
residents. 

Socio Economic

Concerns were raised regarding the 
potential distance of the line to property 
and lack of information in the consultation 
on this.  Also, concern was raised 
regarding the lack of information on 
the potential compulsory purchase of a 
property.

Socio Economic

It was suggested that consideration 
should be given to routes with the highest 
growth potential, including Wixams and 
Tempsford.

Socio Economic
Concern was raised regarding the inability 
for Royston to cope with additional 
demand.

We recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to 
the existing Royston station. However, 
a new East West Rail station at 
Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge 
and other places further west, including 
Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as 
well as better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands. Residents would continue to be 
able to use Royston station to travel south 
towards London.
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Socio Economic
It was suggested that development to the 
south of Cambridge is already fairly dense 
and a new route would add to that density.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic
It was suggested that any new route 
should maximise greenways for suburban 
villages.

Detailed design considerations, including 
potential suburban greenways, will be 
drawn up as the project progresses and a 
preferred route option has been selected.

Socio Economic
It was suggested that to connect 
communities, the line should go close to 
where people work.

This is a key consideration of ours, both 
currently when assessing each route 
option, and in the future after a preferred 
route option is selected and a more 
detailed alignment is developed. 

Socio Economic
Concerns raised about future generations 
being unable to enjoy the countryside.

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
protecting the environment by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid, 
minimise or mitigate environmental 
impacts. We will develop the scheme 
taking account of current policy, including 
the Government’s 25-year Plan to Improve 
the Environment.
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Socio Economic
Concern was raised that the project will 
split communities and families and lead to 
blight within communities.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.    
 
Impacts to communities will be considered 
as part of these assessments.

Socio Economic
Concern that further investment in the 
south east region will widen the country’s 
north-south divide.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. It is therefore not 
appropriate for us to comment on other 
infrastructure investment decisions. 

Socio Economic
Concerns were raised regarding the 
impact on businesses in rural villages, 
including Cardington.

Matters such as these will be explored 
in greater detail after a preferred route 
option is selected and as part of the more 
detailed route alignment development 
process. 

Socio Economic
It was suggested that development at 
Bassingbourn Barracks will not be possible.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.
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Socio Economic
Concern for the rights of disabled people, 
with particular reference to section 149 of 
the Equality Act 2010. 

We will comply with our responsibilities 
under the Equality Act (2010) in 
development of the project. An Equalities 
Impact Assessment (EqIA), alongside 
consideration of health impacts within 
the Environmental Statement (ES), will 
be developed and submitted to support 
the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application.

Socio Economic
General comments about houses required 
for new jobs created.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic
Concern about house prices already being 
high, and that new housebuilding will not 
lower house prices.

Socio Economic
Opinion that Bedfordshire should not be 
subject to any further large developments.

Socio Economic
Concern that false assumptions have 
been made about the proximity of jobs to 
houses.

We are using a wide range of information, 
data and modelling to inform our 
understanding of matters such as 
proximity of jobs to houses, and welcome 
any views which may further enhance this 
understanding. 
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Socio Economic Concern about water infrastructure.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Changes to watercourses will be 
considered as part of these assessments.

Socio Economic
Concern that South Cambridgeshire will 
become overdeveloped, which will lead to 
technology companies leaving the area.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic
Concern regarding the potential impact of 
the project on Elstow.

Socio Economic
Have regard for the utilities services 
serving Great Shelford.

Socio Economic
Concern that the project will reduce the 
number of visitors to RSPB Sandy.

Socio Economic
Statement that housing should be decided 
by local communities, not rail companies.

Socio Economic
Suggestion to offer steam train tours on 
the line during off-peak hours.

Socio Economic
Suggestion that houses must be developed 
on brownfield sites, not green belt.

Socio Economic
Support for rail options in West 
Cambridge, as it will support future 
population growth.
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Socio Economic
A concern was raised that this project will 
result in thousands of people being made 
homeless. 

Socio Economic Support was given for developing Sandy.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Socio Economic
Opposition to the route because of 
negative impact on Sandy during 
construction works.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  
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Socio Economic

Concerns have been raised about the 
ability to integrate railway timetables, 
and the possible negatives of doing so 
unsuccessfully. 

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.   
 
Development of an East West Rail 
timetable is at an extremely early stage 
and connection opportunities will be taken 
into account as this develops, as far as 
operational requirements allow. 

Socio Economic
It was suggested that as much existing 
infrastructure should be used as possible.

We will seek to use existing infrastructure, 
where possible and practicable. 

Station Location
It was suggested that Royston is already 
well served for rail with stations at 
Meldreth, Shepreth, Royston and Ashwell.

We recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to 
existing stations. However, a new East 
West Rail station at Bassingbourn would 
offer residents improved connectivity 
to Cambridge and other places further 
west, including Bedford, Milton Keynes 
and Oxford, as well as better onward 
connectivity to places outside of the Arc 
such as the East Midlands. Residents 
would continue to be able to use Royston 
and other stations to travel south towards 
London.

Station Location

Argument that the proposed station 
location at Cambourne will not provide 
public transport to existing and future 
housing developments around Cambourne.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date.  
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Station Location

It was suggested that care should be 
taken to fully assess the economic, social 
and environmental impacts on existing 
towns, of any new station development 
or relocation of stations.  Including the 
impact on retailers.

We recognise the importance of all of 
these factors, and will continue to assess 
them as the project progresses.

Station Location
Concern that there is no space for further 
development of Bedford Midland station, 
particularly for additional car parking.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Station Location
Concern raised that resolving existing 
problems at Bedford Midland station is 
necessary prior to making a route choice.

Comment noted. We will continue to 
investigate this matter before selecting a 
preferred route option.

Station Location
Suggestion to relocate Bedford Midland 
station south.

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bedford 
could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing 
direct connectivity to Bedford Midland 
could support growth in and around 
Bedford town centre, and therefore 
sought views on both options through the 
consultation.

Station Location

If a station was constructed at Bedford 
South, would a road connection be 
provided between Shortstown and the 
proposed station?

We recognise that supporting local 
infrastructure will be required to ensure 
that the full benefits of East West Rail 
can be realised. Once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we will work 
closely with local authorities and other 
local stakeholders to ensure that the local 
infrastructure requirements are considered 
in detail, and that appropriate plans are 
developed.



The Project 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report705  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Station Location Suggestion to serve Bedford St Johns.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Station Location

Suggestion to include a station at 
Thurleigh or Twinwoods, or relocate 
Sharnbrook station, to aid London 
commuters north of Bedford and to serve 
Unilever’s Colworth Park Research Centre.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Station Location

It was suggested that a further station at 
Addenbrookes could be achieved using 
the existing Royston to Cambridge line, 
with the busway providing a link to central 
Cambridge.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.
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Station Location
Concern that any new or expanded station 
in Cambridge will cause an increase in 
road traffic and congestion.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The operational demands, including 
changes to traffic, will be considered as 
part of these.

Station Location
There was support for Cambridge North as 
a transport hub with interchange between 
nodes of transport.

We are seeking to integrate with local 
transport networks and other modes of 
transport along the entire route, including 
in Cambridge.

Station Location
It was suggested that the existing 
Cambridge station is inaccessible and 
does not have good bus connections.

The remit we have been given covers 
the rail infrastructure between Oxford 
and Cambridge. New journeys will be 
opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. While bus services 
are not within our remit to provide, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities to integrate East 
West Rail effectively with local transport 
networks. We will also explore the potential 
development or modification of stations 
in greater detail, after a preferred route 
option has been selected.  

Station Location
Questions about passengers’ onward 
journey to Cambridge following arrival at 
Cambridge South.

Precise alignment and operational matters 
will be explored in greater detail as the 
project progresses. 
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Station Location
Concern that it is not clear if Cambridge 
South station will be affected by the 
project.

While the proposed Cambridge South 
station is being promoted by Network Rail 
as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Station Location
A suggestion was made that there should 
be a new station at Kempston interchange 
retail park.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Station Location
It was suggested that a station south of 
Bedford would put the Wixams station at 
risk.

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail. 

Station Location

Support for a station to the south 
of Bedford as it would support the 
redevelopment of the brickfields and 
quarries in the area, and provide an 
interchange at Wixams station. 

Station Location
Assertion that a station in Wixams must be 
in Wixams, rather than nearby.

Station Location
It was suggested that new car parking 
should include electric car charging.

Thank you for your suggestion, we 
recognise the importance of using cleaner 
energy, and will consider the inclusion of 
electric car charging facilities when we 
move closer to the station design phase. 

Station Location
Suggestion that extra stations would be 
needed to make the project more useful.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.
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Station Location
Concern that increased passengers at 
Sandy will impact parking at St Neots 
station.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 

Station Location
Suggestion to explore building a station on 
the site of Barford Power station to serve St 
Neots.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date.  

Station Location
Concern that relocating Sandy station will 
have a negative impact on Biggleswade 
station.

We appreciate that regardless of whether 
Sandy station is kept in its current 
location, or is relocated further north or 
south, this will have both benefits and 
disbenefits. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station Location

Concern that relocating Sandy station 
north will encourage commuters to travel 
to Biggleswade instead due to journey 
times and ticket fare prices, which will in 
turn put too much pressure on the station.

Station Location
Concern that Sandy residents will have 
difficulties in accessing a station at 
Tempsford.

East West Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents, businesses and 
visitors are able to access East West Rail 
services.

Station Location
Suggestion that the local planning 
authority should have powers to choose 
station locations.

Precise station locations will be explored 
in greater detail after we have selected a 
preferred route option. Once identified, we 
will then seek public input on their location 
through a further public consultation, at a 
later date. 
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Station Location

It was suggested that all new stations 
should have adequate car parking, taxi 
ranks, cycle tracks, footpaths, drop-off 
facilities and bus connections.

We will consider appropriate levels of 
access and parking at stations as part of 
a suitable integrated transport approach 
once we have selected a preferred route 
option, and when determining the location 
of new stations as part of the preferred 
route alignment work. 

Station Location

Support for a northern approach into 
Cambridge because a northern approach 
would not require the track around 
Shepreth needing to be quadrupled.

Thank you for your support. We will take 
this into account as we progress closer to 
selecting a preferred route option. 

Station Location

Support for a northern approach into 
Cambridge because Cambridge North is 
as important as an employment centre as 
Cambridge South.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Station Location

Support for a northern approach into 
Cambridge because it is possible 
to introduce more trains going from 
Cambridge North to Cambridge South 
station and beyond.

Station Location

Support for a northern approach into 
Cambridge because less additional 
infrastructure will be required for a 
northern approach.

Station Location

Support for a northern approach into 
Cambridge because Cambridge North 
station has the potential to become a 
transport hub.
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Station Location

Argument that modifications to the tracks 
into Cambridge will be needed regardless 
of whether a northern or southern 
approach is taken.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Station Location

Assertion that East West Rail’s cost 
estimates are meaningless and therefore it 
is impossible to draw any conclusions on a 
northern or southern approach.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.
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Station Location
There were comments opposing an 
approach from the south to Cambridge.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Station Location
Concern regarding the track capacity on 
the line approaching Cambridge South.

Station Location

Concern was expressed regarding 
East West RailCo’s stated reasons for 
discounting the northern approach into 
Cambridge.

Station Location
Concern raised that there is no business 
case for approaching Cambridge from the 
South.

Station Location

Support for a southern approach, but 
only if Cambourne and north Cambridge 
is served by CAM metro.  If it isn’t, then a 
northern route is favoured.

Station Location
Concern was raised regarding the safety 
of trains required to reverse out of Bedford 
station if approached from the south.

All changes to network infrastructure 
will be in line with mandated laws and 
standards and signalled in line with safety 
requirements accordingly. 

Station Location
Suggestion that the rail line should be 
supported by solar energy. 

Comment noted. We’re committed to 
sustainable development by finding 
approaches to delivery that avoid, 
minimise or mitigate impacts. 

Station Location
Argument that East West Rail has made an 
incorrect assumption about potential time 
penalties.

We welcome feedback about what may be 
a more appropriate assumption.
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Station Location
It was suggested that the route should 
include local trains and not only rapid 
express trains.

We can’t provide exact stopping patterns 
at the moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and the 
final alignment chosen. We are continuing 
to explore how frequently East West Rail 
trains will run and the timetable that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route. 

Station Location
It was suggested that a monorail could be 
considered.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide a 
monorail, we’re committed to working 
closely with appropriate authorities and 
stakeholders to integrate East West Rail 
effectively with local transport networks. 

Station Location
Consider the use of on-board fuel cell 
generation on the rail line, as well as 
hydrogen fuel.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   

Station Location

It was suggested that a former tunnel 
could be investigated to evaluate the 
possibility to facilitate the crossing of the 
Greensands Ridge, with recognition that 
this may not be possible.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.
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Station Location
Concern was raised that it was unclear if 
the route will be two-track or four-track.

The requirement for additional tracks, 
and their configuration, will be evaluated 
based on timetable, capacity and 
operational requirements. 

Station Location
It was suggested that the shorter the route, 
the more traffic will be generated.

Shorter journey times tend to be more 
attractive to potential customers. 

Station Location

Suggestion that improvements will be 
needed on the Western section from 
Bletchley to Bedford, including doubling 
the single line section and increasing the 
line speed.  

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  

Station Location

Suggestion that the level crossing at 
Millbrook will need to be replaced with a 
road bridge due to the increased number 
of trains on the line.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Station Location

It was suggested that a southern route 
would require a deep cutting to prevent 
electrical interference with the radio 
astronomy observatory.

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Station Location
Concern raised that there has been no 
regard for electrification of the project.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   

Station Location

It was suggested that the rail line should 
be designed for electrification, even if it 
will not be used as one initially, including 
having provision for foundations for masts.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   
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Station Location

The point was raised that existing twin 
tracks north of Cambridge North would 
have capacity for 3 East West Rail trains 
per hour without quadrupling tracks, 
which counters the cost argument for the 
southern route.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Station Location
A suggestion was made to construct the 
train track below ground level, to reduce 
environmental impact.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Station Location
Concern about rail capacity in relation to 
both passenger and freight services.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.   
 
The new railway is being planned to 
accommodate both passenger and freight 
trains. 

Station Location

It was suggested that the project 
must accommodate freight as well as 
passengers to reduce road traffic and the 
environmental impact.

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to 
this matter, including the needs of local 
communities and the benefits of reducing 
the use of roads to transport freight, in 
developing proposed alignments for the 
railway.  
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Station Location
It was suggested that freight trains to/from 
Felixstowe can use Coldham’s Common 
chord to bypass Cambridge.

Proposals to improve the existing network 
east of Cambridge are beyond the scope 
of the East West Rail project and are 
for consideration by existing railway 
authorities and organisations. 

Station Location
Concern about the disruption caused 
by freight services travelling through the 
centre of Cambridge.

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
and Freight Operating Companies (as 
appropriate) to ensure that the impact of 
the railway on the wider rail network is 
avoided or minimised as far as possible, or 
otherwise mitigated appropriately.  

Station Location

A concern was raised that a freight 
terminal would have to be constructed in 
order to accommodate freight travel, and 
that there is no room near to the proposed 
Cambridge South to build it. 

Construction and development of freight 
terminals is beyond East West Rail’s remit.  
 
The requirement for additional tracks, 
and their configuration, will be evaluated 
based on timetable, capacity and 
operational requirements. 

Station Location
Concerns raised about gradients being too 
steep to allow freight trains.

Capacity for freight paths is planned to 
be built into the new railway which creates 
the possibility that some freight operators 
may explore use of the new railway for 
freight flows. The exact requirements in 
terms of gradients are being evaluated. 

Station Location

Suggestion to incorporate physical and 
technical features conducive to increased 
container traffic, to cope with increasing 
volume of imports in future.

Capacity for freight paths is planned to 
be built into the new railway which creates 
the possibility that some freight operators 
may explore use of the new railway for 
freight flows. This includes container 
trains. 
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Station Location
Suggestion that level crossings will need to 
be controlled by standard track circuit to 
minimise closure time to road traffic.

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Station Location
Assertion that no sidings or passing loops 
should be constructed near housing 
developments.

Matters such as these will be explored 
in greater detail after a preferred route 
option has been selected, and as part of 
the preferred route alignment development 
process. 

Station Location
Argument that reducing interchange 
times should be more important in the 
development process.

Station Location

It was suggested that a permissive path 
adjacent to the route could also carry 
railway maintenance/inspection vehicles, 
which could also be used as a wayleave 
for utilities such as fibre, copper, water, or 
electricity, or as a cycle path.

Station Location

Concern that a diesel train line is in 
conflict with the government’s obligations 
to reduce CO2 emissions as laid out in 
the fifth carbon budget presented to 
Parliament in June 2016.

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches 
to delivery that avoid, minimise or 
mitigate environmental impacts, and are 
considering a wide range of technologies 
in both infrastructure and rolling stock, so 
we can create high quality, sustainable 
transport for local communities.  
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Station Location

It was suggested that the rail line should 
follow the A428/A14 to create an integrated 
transport solution and minimise impact on 
the environment.

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Station Location
Suggestion that East West Rail Co should 
find an alternative route that avoids all 
ancient woodland.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including ancient 
woodland, will be considered as part of 
these environmental assessments.

Station Location
It was suggested that the project should 
extend to Felixstowe and include freight.

Proposals to improve the existing network 
east of Cambridge are beyond the scope 
of the East West Rail project and are 
for consideration by existing railway 
authorities and organisations. 

Station Location

Suggestion to include a north to east 
spur near Kempston, to add a secondary 
service between Bedford Midland and 
Cambridge. 

How best to serve the Bedford area is one 
of many factors influencing the selection 
of a preferred route option. The current 
assumption is that either Bedford Midland, 
or a new station south of Bedford, will be 
served, but not both. 
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Station Location
Suggestion to also consider reinstating the 
Northampton to Bedford line.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide a 
service to Northampton, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 

Station Location
It was suggested that a rail link between 
Luton Airport and Stevenage should be 
considered.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
a service to Luton or Stevenage, we’re 
committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Station Location
Suggestion to provide an alternative route 
from Lidlington to Ashwell, following the 
A507.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge, via the broad area 
around Sandy. This suggestion is therefore 
not within scope. 

Station Location
It was suggested that the line could go 
south from Sandy to join the Hitchin to 
Cambridge line at Hitchin or Letchworth.

A route corridor via Sandy and Hitchin 
was assessed by Network Rail, but not 
taken forward following assessment of the 
potential costs and benefits compared 
to other corridors, including the current 
corridor.
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Station Location

It was suggested that East West Rail Could 
investigate other former rail routes and 
consider them as part of the proposal 
going forward.

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne.  

Station Location
Strong support to construct the rail line 
alongside the new A421 Expressway from 
Black Cat/Caxton.

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in 
a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.

Station Location

It was suggested that the East West Rail 
timetable will need to include a path 
connecting at Didcot, out of the “slow” 
trains from Bristol or Cardiff for a limited 
stop train calling only at Oxford Mainline, 
Oxford Parkway, Bicester (alternate), 
Bletchley, Bedford,  St Neots (alternate) to 
Cambridge & Stansted.  

The current output specification for East 
West Rail mandates that all East West 
Rail services will not run beyond Oxford or 
Cambridge. 
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Station Location

It was suggested that the following route 
could be considered; in the vicinity of 
Chesterton Junction, would have travelled 
under the main line to Ely & Norwich, 
then beneath Cambridge Aerodrome to 
re-join the existing, now singled, local 
railway between Cambridge, Newmarket 
(new tunnel to W12 dimensions) & Bury St 
Edmunds – redoubled as necessary and 
onto Felixstowe.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge, via the broad area 
around Sandy. This suggestion is therefore 
not within scope. 

Station Location

It was suggested that an alternative route 
could be considered of Bedford (Old St 
Johns) colinear Great Barford bypass, 
A428 then curving round to St Neots 
ECML station, back to the A428 at Gibbet 
Corner, Hardwick bypass, tunnel under the 
Girton Interchange, the trackbed of the 
former Kettering – Huntingdon – St Ives – 
Cambridge line.

When the case for the new railway was 
initially considered and developed by 
Network Rail, the DfT and others, twenty 
route corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.

Station Location
Suggestion that East West Rail Co 
considers further connections to 
Peterborough. 

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide a 
service to Peterborough, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 
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Station Location
Concern was raised that the old Bedford 
to Cambridge line has not been fully 
considered.

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 

Station Location
Suggestion that the route should serve 
Shortstown.

The number of new stations, and their 
locations, are indicative at this early 
stage in planning. If there is a case for 
additional stations, we will consider this 
as the project progresses. That said, the 
population to serve the station would need 
to be large enough to outweigh the impact 
on other passengers impacted by slower 
journeys.

Station Location
Suggestion to run an adjacent additional 
line, providing a slower service.

Specific infrastructure interventions will be 
explored in greater detail after a preferred 
route option has been selected.

Station Location
A suggestion was made to reopen the line 
via Haverhill and Sudbury, to provide a 
second viable freight route.

Proposals to improve the existing network 
east of Cambridge are beyond the scope 
of the East West Rail project and are 
for consideration by existing railway 
authorities and organisations. 
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Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because the 
proposed route would serve new housing 
developments at St Neots, Cambourne and 
Northstowe.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because the 
proposed route will encourage a higher 
number of road users to switch to rail.

Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because 
the proposed route supports long term 
economic growth for Cambridge.

Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because a 
reversing move at Cambridge when 
travelling to/from Ipswich and Norwich and 
east coast ports would not be necessary.

Station Location
Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because the 
route would have a lower cost.

Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because 
the proposed route would have a lower 
environmental impact than the other five 
route options.

Station Location

Support for the route proposed by 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR), because the 
proposed route would serve 200,000 
people, which is more than the five route 
options offered by East West Rail.
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Cost

Concern was raised that it has not been 
communicated how East West Rail Co will 
fund the purchase of land required without 
using public money.  It is predicated 
above all by their capacity to release land 
capture value to fund the railway without 
recourse to public funds.

The overall affordability of the scheme 
may benefit from the ability to capture 
a share of the increase in land values 
as a result of the railway, as well as the 
opportunities for private financing (where 
it would represent value for money). We 
will continue to explore new and innovative 
ways to fund East West Rail, as is part of 
our remit. Cost

It was suggested that the project could be 
funded by private subscriptions or bonds.

Cost

Concern was raised regarding the 
affordability of the line and that if fares 
are too high it will not encourage car users 
to use the train.

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 

Cost

It was suggested that the money allocated 
for this project be spent in improving the 
current rail system, rather than building a 
new line. 

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. Funding and 
improvements to the existing network is a 
matter for government ,existing operators 
and infrastructure managers.

Cost
Concern that cost will be the driver for a 
decision on the route.

Cost is one of a number of important 
factors that will drive the decision making 
process. Other factors include transport 
user benefits, and potential for economic 
growth.
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Cost
Concern was expressed regarding the 
assessment that routes to the north of 
Bedford are more expensive.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Cost
Concern was expressed that the 
construction costs presented are out of 
date.

Station Location
Concern that the cost of the project will 
increase over time, like other infrastructure.

Cost
Concern was expressed regarding the 
overall cost and value for money of the 
project.

Cost
Concerns were raised about the route not 
attracting investors. 

The overall affordability of the scheme 
may benefit from the ability to capture 
a share of the increase in land values 
as a result of the railway, as well as the 
opportunities for private financing (where 
it would represent value for money). We 
will continue to explore new and innovative 
ways to fund East West Rail, as is part of 
our remit. 

Cost

Concern that project costs do not include 
land costs or associated infrastructure and 
crossing structures including bridges and 
road crossings.

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.
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Consultation

Concern was raised that the Cam Bed 
Rail Road proposals have not been 
included as part of the consultation and 
that the proposals have significant merit 
and advantages over East West Rail Co’s 
proposals.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Consultation
Argument that the justifications for 
excluding the CBRR route are inadequate.

Consultation
Argument that the consultation should be 
more transparent.

The purpose of the consultation was 
to seek feedback on our route options 
and our approach to their design and 
development. Through this, we provided 
extensive information - including a 
24 page consultation document and 
a detailed 60 page technical report. 
These provided significant amounts of 
information about the process and the 
project.
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Consultation
Argument that the consultation is not legal 
due to the lack of information.

The content of the documents provided 
as part of the consultation was sufficient 
and appropriate having regard to the 
stage of consultation being carried out.  
In a non-statutory consultation, there is 
no requirement for particular information 
to be provided to consultees, but the 
information should be sufficient for 
an informed response.  A promoter will 
inevitably hold more information about 
its proposals than that presented at any 
point.   

Consultation
Support for the approach taken by East 
West Rail Co in the development of the 
consultation.

Our goal during the consultation was to 
provide as much information as possible 
about the route options, at the earliest 
possible stage - and to seek broad 
feedback on them. This is with the goal 
of using this feedback to help shape 
the scheme much earlier than other 
infrastructure projects. 

Consultation

Concern was raised regarding the lack of 
information available relating to high level 
assessments undertaken by East West Rail 
Co to determine the route options.

The technical report described in detail 
how we developed route options and then 
sifted through them in order to land on 
the five route options presented during the 
consultation. 

Consultation
Concerns were raised about the standard 
of the maps used for the consultation.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Concern that East West Rail has withheld 
information and detailed maps from the 
consultation.



The Project 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report729  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Consultation
Concern that Croxton Park was not 
included as an environmental challenge in 
the consultation document.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
included as part of these assessments.

Consultation
Concern was raised regarding the term 
Shepreth Junction, in that it is a station 
and not a junction.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Consultation
Suggestion that consultation events should 
be held for two days in each location.

To maximise participation, each of the 
exhibitions was held on different days 
and times, including Saturdays. The 
programme of exhibitions also started a 
week and a half after the launch of the 
consultation, to give people sufficient 
notice and time to consider any questions 
they may have had.

Consultation
It was suggested that using a picture of 
Bedford’s new river bridge to illustrate the 
project was not appropriate.

A range of local images were used to 
highlight the areas through which East 
West Rail may travel, including the iconic 
Bedford Butterfly Bridge. 

Consultation

Suggestion that it would have been helpful 
for East West Rail to have indicated a 
preferred route option before the start of 
the consultation.

As we are at an early stage of the project, 
we do not yet have a preferred route 
option. The purpose of this consultation 
was to gather public feedback and views 
to inform our analysis, and allow us to 
make an informed decision when selecting 
a preferred route option.
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Consultation
A request was made that an Equality 
Impact Assessment on the route selected is 
undertaken and published for consultation.

We will comply with our responsibilities 
under the Equality Act (2010) in 
development of the scheme. An Equalities 
Impact Assessment (EqIA), alongside 
consideration of health impacts within 
the Environmental Statement (ES), will 
be developed and submitted to support 
the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application.

Consultation
Concerns were raised regarding the lack 
of information relating to benefit to local 
communities.

Aas the route options are further 
refined and a preferred route alignment 
developed, more detailed information 
on this aspect of the project will become 
available.

Consultation

Concern that population figures are 
inaccurate, with particular reference to St 
Neots, which it is claimed has a population 
of 45,000 - not 40,000 as stated by 
Cambridgeshire’s Smart Places Team.

Thank you for your feedback, although 
it is unclear where it has been referenced 
that St Neots has a population of 45,000. 

Consultation
Argument that more route options should 
have been included in the consultation. 

When consulting, we had to balance 
providing enough route options for people 
to consider, in order to capture a wide 
range of views, while at the same time 
not overwhelming people with too many 
options. We believe providing five route 
options was a suitable number. 

Consultation

Concern that it is hard for respondents to 
choose a route option because the maps 
do not show detailed routes, making it 
difficult to see which settlements and 
areas of local interest would be affected.

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 
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Consultation
Assertion that a preferred route option and 
alignment should be chosen as soon as 
possible following the consultation. 

Selecting a preferred route option, and 
then preferred route alignment, requires 
thorough development and analysis. While 
we will not seek to rush these tasks, we will 
seek to undertake them as promptly and 
thoroughly as possible in order to provide 
the public and stakeholders with as much 
certainty as possible. 

Consultation
Criticisms of the validity of the 
consultation were raised, with complaints 
that feedback is being ignored.

The purpose of the consultation was 
to seek feedback on our route options 
and our approach to their design and 
development. Through this, we provided 
extensive information - including a 24 
page consultation document and a 
detailed 60 page technical report. Our 
intention was not to withhold information.  
 
Feedback from the consultation will be 
used to inform our selection of a preferred 
route option. 

Consultation

Claim that public confidence has 
been undermined by East West Rail 
representatives’ lack of expertise in 
housing, infrastructure development, and 
lack of knowledge about local physical 
and human geography.

While our remit does not extend to housing 
and non-rail infrastructure development, 
we will take this feedback on board for 
future consultations. 

Consultation

Concerns were raised that the standard 
and conduct of the consultation has called 
the integrity of East West Rail Co into 
question.

The purpose of the consultation was 
to seek feedback on our route options 
and our approach to their design and 
development. Through this, we provided 
extensive information - including a 24 
page consultation document and a 
detailed 60 page technical report. Our 
intention was not to withhold information.  
 
Feedback from the consultation will be 
used to inform our selection of a preferred 
route option. 
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Consultation
Comment made that it is legally required 
to consult the British Horse Society on 
rights of way for horse riders.

We are consulting with a wide range of 
stakeholders who may be interested in 
our proposal to construct, operate and 
maintain a railway between Bedford 
and Cambridge.  We will undertake 
further work in due course to develop 
possible alignments.  In due course, we 
are intending to submit an application 
for development consent to authorise 
the project to the Secretary of State for 
Transport under the Planning Act 2008.  
It is a legal requirement to carry out 
consultation on the proposed project in 
advance of making the application.  Those 
to be consulted include those identified in 
the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: 
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 
Regulations 2009 and the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. 
However, we will also consult with other 
bodies whose interests are affected by our 
proposals.

Consultation

Concerns raised that project 
documentation does not include financial 
breakdowns of the different route option 
construction costs.

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Consultation
Concern raised about lack of consultation 
with other key bodies, with South 
Cambridgeshire District Council named.

We engaged extensively with a range of 
stakeholders prior to, during and now 
after the consultation. We will continue 
to work closely with these stakeholders to 
understand their views and take them into 
account, as the project progresses.

Consultation

A concern was expressed that all five 
route options have omitted the rail line 
from Kings Cross to Cambridge and Kings 
Lynn and the consultation does not show 
stations already near Bassingbourn.

These services and stations are outside the 
scope of this consultation. 
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Other
Concern that the proposals do not adhere 
to National Infrastructure Commission 
recommendations for future projects.

In their 2016 report “Partnering for 
Prosperity”, the National Infrastructure 
Commission (NIC) suggested that 
“Maximising the potential of [the Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway and East West 
Rail] to support well-connected and 
well-designed new communities will 
mean... developing the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway, along the same broad 
corridor as East West Rail”. All five of our 
route options align with their proposed 
approach. 

Other
Argument that East West Rail Co should 
not rely on the NIC recommendations.

We respect the recommendations provided 
by the NIC, and all five of our route options 
are aligned with their proposed approach 
to develop the Oxford-Cambridge 
Expressway in the same broad corridor as 
East West Rail.

Other
Argument that the five proposed route 
options fail to meet the three aims of the 
NPPF.

We’re committed to sustainable 
development by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse impacts as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts. The 
scheme will be developed in accordance 
with the relevant policies set out in 
the National Networks National Policy 
Statement (NNNPS).

Other

Concern was raised that the Oxford-
Cambridge arc has not been tested under 
the Town Planning System, and therefore 
the project is based upon a false premise.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.
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Other
Broad concerns about multiple transport 
schemes being planned at once, without 
coordination.

We intend to work closely with scheme 
promoters, government agencies, and 
local planning authorities to ensure 
major projects in the area are joined 
up and take account of each of the 
projects’ diverse objectives, timelines and 
interdependencies. 

Other

Suggestions that the project be 
coordinated across government 
departments, to ensure that transport 
plans for the region are developed in line 
with plans for housing and other economic 
development.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge.  
 
While it is not in our remit to decide 
how other projects are coordinated, 
we’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Other

Concern raised that the project is 
politically oriented to deliver the 
government’s economic objectives, rather 
than to provide the best enhancement to 
quality of life of the people served by it.

In 2017, the Secretary of State for 
Transport set up East West Railway 
Company, giving us an ambitious 
challenge to accelerate delivery of rail 
infrastructure and passenger services 
between Oxford and Cambridge. 
 
For the section between Bedford and 
Cambridge, this means creating an 
entirely new line which serves the 
community, supports economic growth 
and new homes, and provides the best 
possible experience for passengers. We 
believe if we deliver on these objectives, 
this will enhance the quality of life of 
people and communities along the route, 
and beyond. 

Other
Concern that East West Rail Co have not 
had regard for any Local Plans in the area.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have taken these into account 
as part of our route option development 
process. We will continue to work with 
local authorities as they develop and 
update their local plans. 
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Other
Support for the thoroughness of the 
project development process.

We will consider both the National 
Networks National Policy Statement 
(NNNPS), the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and Local Plans to 
inform design development aiming to meet 
adopted policy objectives and to avoid 
constraints and minimise / mitigate any 
potential conflicts.  

Other

Concern was raised that East West Rail 
Co are developing routes in isolation of 
planning authorities and other groups 
including the Cam Bed Rail Road.

We are taking a collaborative approach to 
designing and delivering East West Rail - 
as evidenced by this consultation, which 
has sought public views much earlier than 
many other similar rail projects. We look 
forward to continuing our dialogue with 
the community and stakeholders as the 
project progresses.

Other
Concern about the Non-Disclosure 
Agreement given to the Woodland Trust.

Far from holding back information, we 
are actually engaging with the public at a 
much earlier stage than almost any other 
infrastructure project before. 
 
We are delighted that thousands of 
local residents are participating in the 
consultation. 
 
As our plans mature in the months 
and years ahead, there will be further 
public consultation based upon the best 
information we can provide at that time. 
 
We hope the Woodland Trust will work with 
us as we develop these plans, so we can 
take their views into account and engage 
effectively with the public.

Other
Suggestion to disregard responses from 
the Woodland Trust.

We appreciate all feedback given to us 
during consultation, including from the 
Woodland Trust and their supporters, and 
will be taking this into account.
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Other
Statement that Woodland Trust should 
have access to more detailed information 
even if it can’t be shared with the public.

Far from holding back information, we 
are actually engaging with the public at a 
much earlier stage than almost any other 
infrastructure project before. 
 
We are delighted that thousands of 
local residents are participating in the 
consultation. 
 
As our plans mature in the months 
and years ahead, there will be further 
public consultation based upon the best 
information we can provide at that time. 
 
We hope the Woodland Trust will work with 
us as we develop these plans, so we can 
take their views into account and engage 
effectively with the public.

Other
Statement that the Woodland Trust will be 
recommended by its members to make an 
FOI request against the consultation.

Other
Concern that the project could become a 
‘white elephant’.

We believe that the far reaching benefits 
East West Rail will provide will ensure that 
this is not the case. 

Other

Concern that the project has an unspoken 
policy of minimising connections to 
existing stations, which limits integration 
between the new line and existing lines.

The route options presented during 
consultation contain a broad range of 
potential connections with existing stations 
- with some connecting with up to three 
existing stations. This is in addition to the 
multiple existing stations west of Bedford 
which East West Rail will connect with. 

Other
Concern that the public were not able to 
vote for or against the project.

The purpose of the consultation was not 
to provide a vote for or against East West 
Rail, but to allow people to present their 
views about the project and the route 
options we have developed. 

Other
Comment that the main concern is that 
the line is built, not how it is built.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge, and as evidenced by 
the rationale in our consultation  
documentation, we believe that the rail line 
is necessary and justified in order to best 
connect communities between Oxford and 
Cambridge.
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Other

It was suggested that a holistic approach 
to planning would be useful, integrating 
town planning, transport and the 
environment.

Thank you for your feedback. All of these 
factors will be considered as we progress 
with the project. 

Other
Recognition that any new link will not 
please everyone.

We recognise that we will need to balance 
many competing interests and views as we 
move the project forward. 

Other

Questions about the influence of 
passenger numbers on the business 
case, and whether passenger number 
projections exist.

Chapter four of the technical report 
presented a range of potential passenger 
numbers. These numbers will continue to 
be analysed and refined as the project 
progresses. 

Other

It was claimed that the Secretary of State 
has stated there would be no need for a 
rail route between Bedford and Cambridge 
for at least 20 years.

The government has on multiple occasions 
publicly stated its support for East West 
Rail, and in turn established East West 
Railway Company to oversee its delivery 
over the next decade. 

Other

There was concern that lobbying by 
parties with an actual or potential 
financial stake in the outcome could 
influence the Secretary of State’s decision 
to the detriment of the region.

Parties with concerns about the decision 
making process should direct them to 
the Planning Inspectorate, who are 
the government agency responsible 
for operating the planning process for 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects. 

Other
Concern that the support of the Transport 
Secretary might harm the reputation of the 
project.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Other

Concern that East West Rail Co quietly 
rerouted the five route options following 
the 2016 report titled East West Rail - 
Central Section: Engineering Summary 
Report which included only one route 
avoiding Wimpole Estate (C1-9).  

East West Rail Co was established in late 
2017, some time after this report was 
published. The route options presented in 
this report do not reflect our own work. 

Other
A claim that both routes B and E were 
included after lobbying by the National 
Trust.

The process by which we selected the 
five route options presented during 
consultation is covered extensively in both 
the consultation document and technical 
report. 
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Other

A comment urging East West Rail Co 
to have regard for the local planning 
authority’s 2017 report titled Settlements 
Capacity: Initial Study, with particular 
focus on paragraph 2.5, which states that 
Sandy offers the highest capacity for 
growth within the A1 corridor.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have taken these into account 
as part of our route option development 
process. We will continue to work with 
local authorities as they develop and 
update their local plans. 

Other

Concern was raised that passenger volume 
forecasts are inaccurate, particularly that 
end-to-end journeys will only comprise a 
small percentage of total journeys.

Thank you for your feedback. We will 
continue to analyse and refine passenger 
volume forecasts as more information 
comes to hand, and our analysis develops.

Other
Concern was raised that the small gain in 
journey time that the project will achieve 
does not justify the project.

Improved journey times represent only one 
of many major benefits that East West Rail 
will bring the local area. 

Other
Concern was raised regarding the 
assumed growth rates stated by East West 
Rail Co.

While future housing growth depends 
on a number of factors including site 
allocations by local authorities, we 
have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may 
lie, in order to ensure that East West Rail 
supports both current and future residents.

Other

A comment was raised questioning 
the objective of connecting Oxford to 
Cambridge as university locations.  In 
this context, it was also suggested that 
the Varsity line should not have ever been 
closed.

East West Rail will connect Oxford and 
Cambridge by rail, linking them with 
Bicester, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bedford 
and many communities in between. As 
well as connecting places within the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc, it will enable 
quicker journeys to places further afield, 
including places east of Cambridge, and 
join up with existing north-south rail lines. 
It supports economic growth by unlocking 
opportunities for jobs, new homes and 
tourism.

Other

It was suggested that East West Rail 
maintain a photographic record of works 
as they progress as was achieved by the 
Gloucestershire Warwickshire railway.

We are supportive of this suggestion, and 
will be widely documenting the project’s 
progress through photography. 
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Other
It was suggested that East West Rail 
should take special care to ensure that the 
views of younger people are listened to.

We want to encourage feedback from 
as many people and groups as possible, 
including younger people, to make sure 
that our work on the project takes account 
of the full range of views.

Other
It was suggested that the timescales for 
the project should be shortened.

We will endeavour to deliver East West 
Rail as fast as practical while also being 
reasonable with our estimates. We 
will provide regular updates about the 
progress of East West Rail as the project 
progresses. 

Other

It was suggested that the line could run 
steam rail tours between Oxford and 
Cambridge by having a pool of engines 
based at Didcot Railway Centre.

Operation of passenger train services in 
addition to the output specification for 
East West Rail is beyond East West Rail’s 
remit, but the railway is being built with 
the potential to accommodate other forms 
of passengers. 

Other

East West Rail Co was urged to have 
regard for the Bedford draft local plan, 
particularly in reference to new houses in 
Great Barford.

We appreciate the importance of local 
plans and have taken these into account 
as part of our route option development 
process. We will continue to work with 
local authorities as they develop and 
update their local plans. 

Other
Concern was raised that not giving 
residents a vote for the project is against 
human rights. 

Our consultation process is intended to 
allow the public to engage fully on our 
proposals to construct, operate and 
maintain a railway between Bedford and 
Cambridge.  We welcome feedback on 
our proposals and will have regard to 
that feedback in developing them.  Our 
intention is to consult on a preferred 
alignment in due course, prior to making 
an application for development consent 
for the railway to the Secretary of State for 
Transport under the Planning Act 2008.
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Other
Argument that the project is not necessary 
as new technology means there is no need 
to travel to work meetings.

While remote working is becoming 
increasingly more popular, we do not 
expect it to increase at such a rate 
that negates the need for rail travel. 
Furthermore, we expect that working 
commuter journeys will be only one of 
many types of journeys taken on East 
West Rail services.

Other
Support for engaging with local 
organisations throughout the development 
of the project.

Comment noted. We are committed 
to working with local communities, 
organisations and stakeholders, and will 
continue to do so throughout the duration 
of the project.

Other
Belief that the project will not encourage 
residents to switch to travelling by rail. 

Both by speaking to local residents and 
through our modelling, we believe that 
residents will switch to rail, if the service 
is attractive and improves on the existing 
journey. This can be through improvements 
to time, cost or environmental impact. 

Other
Argument that the project should be 
developed with future proofing systems.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 

Other
Recognition that the project should 
endeavour to draw as much local support 
as possible.

We will be engaging regularly with the 
public - both during and outside of formal 
consultations, to ensure local views are 
taken on board as the project develops. 

Other

Argument that by the time construction 
has been completed, transport needs will 
have changed and the railway won’t be 
necessary.

While it is highly likely that new and 
alternative modes of transport will become 
available over the next decade, we 
believe that mass transport will still play 
an important role in connecting people 
with places - as it has for over the past 
one hundred years despite significant 
advances in other modes of transport. 

Other
A concern was raised that farmers are 
being bribed by developers to sell their 
land at low prices.

Thank you for your feedback. In the 
absence of a preferred route option or 
preferred route alignment, it is unclear 
why this would be occurring as a result of 
East West Rail. 
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Other
Concern that there is no evidence of either 
passenger or freight demand for this 
railway.

Chapter four of the technical report 
presented a range of potential passenger 
numbers. These numbers will continue to 
be analysed and refined as the project 
progresses. 

Other
Concerns were raised that major projects 
should be put on hold until after Brexit.

Matters such as these should be directed 
to government. 

Other
A suggestion was made that the money for 
this project would be better invested in low 
income areas further north.

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge.  
 
While it is not in our remit to allocate 
our current funding elsewhere, we’re 
committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks. 

Other
Suggestion that East West Rail will face 
legal challenges in the future.

We acknowledge that major infrastructure 
projects like East West Rail often face 
legal challenges. Our aim is that our 
consultation programme and early 
engagement with stakeholders will help to 
minimse this risk.

Other
Suggestion to develop a new form of rail 
which travels over the land instead of using 
railway tracks.

East West Rail’s current remit is to plan 
and construct a conventional railway. 

Other
Suggestion that the railways should be 
nationalised.

This is a matter for government 
consideration, and is not within our remit. 
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Other
Have regard for article 7 of the Aarhus 
Convention.

Article 7 of the Aarhus Convention 
concerns public participation concerning 
plans, programmes and policies relating 
to the environment. We are not required 
to carry out strategic environmental 
assessment because the East West Rail 
is a project, not a plan or programme.  
However, we are considering the effect on 
the environment in undertaking further 
route option assessment.  We will continue 
to consider the environmental impacts 
resulting from the project in subsequently 
identifying a preferred alignment, and the 
preferred alignment itself will be subject to 
environmental impact assessment in due 
course.  
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Other
Concern that East West Rail has not 
engaged with landowners in the area.

On the assumption that East West Rail 
is designated as a nationally significant 
infrastructure project (NSIP) we will seek 
permission to build, operate and maintain 
it by applying to the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
The Secretary of State will decide whether 
or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain 
the railway. However, a DCO doesn’t 
automatically include compulsory 
purchase powers. These powers would 
only be included if they are seen to 
be appropriate following a statutory 
examination of our proposals. This 
examination would take into account the 
relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 
 
As our path to constructing East West Rail 
becomes clearer, and we progress towards 
selecting a preferred route option, we will 
increase our level of engagement with 
landowners. 
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Other
Belief that the current proposals show a 
lack of joined-up thinking.

East west Rail will support economic 
growth and employment opportunities 
across the Oxford - Cambridge Arc, as well 
as opening up new travel opportunities. As 
part of this, we intend to work with local 
authorities and other local stakeholders 
to ensure that East West Rail stations 
are well-integrated into local transport 
networks so that residents and businesses 
are able to access East West Rail services.

Other Concern that the project is self-serving.

East West Rail will connect Oxford and 
Cambridge by rail, linking them with 
Bicester, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bedford 
and many communities in between. As 
well as connecting places within the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc, it will enable 
quicker journeys to places further afield, 
including places east of Cambridge, 
and join up with existing north-south 
rail lines. It supports economic growth 
by unlocking opportunities for jobs, new 
homes and tourism. With this in mind, 
we are committed to continue delivering 
East West Rail, in order to connect 
communities. 

Other
Comments were received opposing the 
overall project.

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge, and as evidenced by 
the rationale in our consultation  
documentation, we believe that the rail 
line is necessary and justified in order to 
best connect communities between Oxford 
and Cambridge. We recognise however 
that not everyone will support the project, 
and will seek to take on these views to see 
where we can make improvements, so that 
it caters for as many people as possible. 

Other
Comments were received supporting the 
overall project.

This matter has been considered and taken 
into account as part of the route option 
analysis process. 
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Questions

Bassingbourn

3 of the 5 options involve this village 
Bassingbourn. Those options involve the 
potential development of new homes. 
Why? What about our local infrastructure?

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Bassingbourn

Am I correct in thinking that the 
detailed route alignment (e.g. north of 
Bassingbourn Barracks, through the 
Barracks or south of the Barracks) will only 
be decided after the preferred route option 
is chosen later this year?

Bassingbourn

‘Bassingbourn New Town will be just 
another London suburb for commuting 
into the city from Royston ignoring the 
new East West Rail line. There will still be 
an increase in road traffic and the rail 
users will be preferring to travel North/
South rather than East/West because the 
wages will be higher in London. Especially 
now that a new fast train goes directly 
into London from Royston/Ashwell Morden 
stations at most used times during the 
day. Plus what will happen to the London 
service once the new east/west line is 
merged into it at Meldreth? We have just 
witnessed first hand the terrible integration 
of a new timetable here by network 
rail, people have lost jobs and money 
through their sheer inability to integrate 
the timetable successfully. How will they 
integrate the new east west timetable with 
the rail route into London? How will affect 
the commuters using Royston Station into 
London?’

Bassingbourn

How can I make a informed choice on 
this route when we have been given no 
facts on the proposed development of 
Bassingbourn Barracks and how this 
will impact on the surrounding area and 
environment?    
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Bassingbourn

How can you be sure that the MOD 
will release land for housing and that 
contaminated lane now for army training 
- it is likely that this land can ever be 
used for building and presumably it is 
impossible to estimate the cost of ‘?’ the 
site until you have access and information 
of exactly what the MOD has put site to.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Bassingbourn

I have no idea why Bassingbourn has been 
chosen, are some new houses mooted to 
be built there? Either way, Cambourne 
is the much better option as it will also 
connect with  the new expressway.

Bassingbourn

I see one of the proposed routes for the 
East West Rail Link is running through 
Bassingbourn, where I am a resident. I 
can’t see on the plans on this site exactly 
where the track and station would be built 
and wonder if you would be kind enough 
to tell me please? 

Bassingbourn

I’ve seen a few of the plans mention a 
Bassingbourn station, I live just outside the 
barracks so wanted to check the specifics 
with regards to where it’s being positioned. 
Is it going to be around the north of 
the base? Or will it be running directly 
through?

Bassingbourn
If a Bassingbourn route goes ahead how 
many new homes envisage?

Bassingbourn
If this route was chosen it would lead to 
the proposed development of 30,000 plus 
homes on Bassingbourn Barracks.

Bassingbourn Is Bassingbourn that significant?

Bassingbourn
Are there plans to build more houses in 
Bassingbourn? 
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Bassingbourn

Is the decision whether or not to have 
a station at Bassingbourn considered 
independently of the decision whether or 
not to develop the Barracks for housing? 
Or will the station only be built if housing is 
developed?

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Bassingbourn
Has any decision been made to build on 
the MoD Bassingbourn site?

Bassingbourn
On what basis does East West Rail 
consider that Bassingbourn barracks is 
available for development?

Bassingbourn
When will Bassingbourn development 
decision be made?

Bassingbourn

If there is a station at Bassingbourn with 
subsequent massive housing, where is the 
infrastructure that would support this, and 
how many extra billions would this cost? 

We recognise that supporting local 
infrastructure will be required to ensure 
that the full benefits of East West Rail 
can be realised. Once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we will work 
closely with local authorities and other 
local stakeholders to ensure that the local 
infrastructure requirements are considered 
in detail, and that appropriate plans are 
developed.

Bassingbourn

Is it true that although Bassingbourn is 
mentioned as site for a station, the station 
building cost is not included in the project 
cost shown?

The costs of a station at Bassingbourn 
were not included in the headline cost 
estimates presented in the consultation 
given the uncertainty about whether 
the MoD site at Bassingbourn could be 
developed for housing. However, the costs 
of station provision are relatively small 
and are not considered material to the 
assessment or comparison of route options 
against the ‘costs and overall affordability’ 
criterion on which views were sought 
through the consultation.
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Bassingbourn
Is the viability of routes A, C and D 
dependent on Bassingbourn Barracks 
being redeveloped as a new town? 

If it was decided that Bassingbourn 
Barracks was unable to be developed, 
naturally it would reduce the strength of 
route options A, C and D, as they would 
likely be serving less people. Their viability 
however is not contingent on this. 

Bassingbourn

Routes A, C and D all have a station at 
Bassingbourn, which is already in close 
proximity to two other stations (Royston 
and Foxton). It really doesn’t justify a third 
station all of its own.  Have you considered 
the easy access to existing stations in your 
cost/benefit analysis?  

We recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to the 
existing Royston and Foxton stations. 
However, a new East West Rail station 
at Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge 
and other places further west, including 
Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as 
well as better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands. Residents would continue to be 
able to use Royston station to travel south 
towards London

Bassingbourn

Subject to sale of Bassingbourn MOD site 
- what are the options if this isn’t possible? 
Significantly alters options A,C & D - 
enough for a fresh appraisal and review 
of the benefits & costs. I consider this a 
Significant Change.

The consultation documents stated that 
a new ‘Bassingbourn’ station would only 
be built if the MoD Bassingbourn Barracks 
is developed. If it was decided that 
Bassingbourn Barracks was unable to be 
developed, naturally it would reduce the 
strength of route options A, C and D, as 
they would likely be serving less people. 
Their viability however is not contingent on 
this. 

Cambourne

The two options that come near 
Cambourne, where exactly near 
Cambourne are they likely to be. We are 
on the old 428 road on the otherwise of 
Cambourne, I assume would be North 
Cambourne?

The route alignment is the exact route on 
which the line could run. This, and station 
locations, will be developed at a later 
stage, after a preferred route option is 
selected.
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Cambourne

With the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
committed to providing a guided bus route 
between Cambourne and Cambridge, 
what is the justification for providing a new 
rail station for Cambourne as proposed in 
routes B and E?

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a faster service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway, while the busway would provide 
good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge.

Cambourne

I note that there are already plans for 
Cambourne to have enhanced transport 
links into Cambridge. Would these be 
superseded by E-W Rail?

Consultation

The NIC warned that a coordinated 
approach to the development of the 
Oxford - Cambridge Arc was needed.  
Why does the East West Rail Consultation 
Document scarcely mention the 
Expressway or housing? Is coordination 
taking place?

Housing and the potential for growth is 
consistently mentioned throughout the 
consultation document and technical 
report.  
 
Regarding the expressway and 
coordinated approaches to delivering 
both projects, East West Rail and the 
expressway are being delivered along the 
same broad corridor between Bedford 
and Cambridge. We will continue to 
work with Highways England to ensure 
that our respective projects are designed 
and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Consultation

Why was critical information played down 
or left out? - A perfect example, but not the 
only one, is the total lack of information 
about the levels of development likely to be 
delivered as a result of the route corridor 
decision. How can communities’ comment 
if they are left in the dark, as Bassingbourn 
was, that they should expect up to 30,000 
new houses to add to the 1,300 that exist?

Given that housing plans across the 
Arc cannot yet be known, either with 
or without the new railway in place, it 
is not possible at this stage to estimate 
how many homes are directly dependent 
on East West Rail. With that said, we 
have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may 
lie, in order to ensure that East West Rail 
supports both current and future residents. 
Chapter 4 and Annex C of the technical 
report provides information about our work 
to date in this space. 
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Consultation
Are there any other maps with clearer 
demarcation of boundaries on them 
please?

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation

As with the original Brexit referendum, the 
public are being asked to choose a rail 
route without a clear understanding of 
the implications. Unlike with Brexit, I was 
assured that there will be a further public 
consultation when the preferred route has 
been developed. At this point will the public 
be able to vote to remain without a railway 
or will we be told that there is ‘no going 
back’ and the railway will be built?

During consultation, our focus was on 
receiving public views about the potential 
opportunities and challenges for the broad 
areas where each of our five route options 
could travel (covering several kilometres in 
places), rather than running a referendum 
on the project. We believe that the level of 
detail we provided was appropriate when 
considering these broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation

Cambridge event is being held at 
University Centre which costs in the 
region of £155+.  Bedford Scotts Hall £80 
- £127.50, St Neots, why have they got a 
meeting?

Venues were chosen based on their 
proximity to the route options, as well as 
their suitability as a community facility, 
disabled access and availability.
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Consultation
Can you please provide me with a more 
detailed route proposal, indicating more of 
the local villages?

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Could you put a detailed map of the route 
of the new line on the website?  

Consultation

Do you have better maps that actually 
show the villages that the Potential Route 
Alignment Area actually encompass and 
wash over? 

Consultation

Does the phrase “preferred route” mean 
preferred by the community of Cambridge 
and south Cambridgeshire as a whole or 
preferred by East West Rail Co’?

When a preferred route option is 
announced, this will be the government’s 
preferred route option - informed by 
insights and analysis from consultation, 
technical studies and advice from relevant 
bodies.

Consultation

East West Rail Co agreed maps were not 
detailed as they were “trying to balance 
and not make over-complicated”.  However 
they are so lacking detail it makes sensible 
detailed feedback of routes impossible. 
Example there was no answer to the 
question of why the southern routes which 
flagged up the benefit of a possible station 
at Bassingbourn not show that the is 
already a station at Royston; and failed to 
answer “why would you need both?”

During consultation, our focus was on 
receiving public views about the potential 
opportunities and challenges for the broad 
areas where each of our five route options 
could travel (covering several kilometres in 
places), rather than running a referendum 
on the project. We believe that the level of 
detail we provided was appropriate when 
considering these broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation
Following the consultation will a preferred 
route option be determined with the other 
routes’ options being dismissed?

We intend to announce a single preferred 
route option by the end of 2019.  

Consultation
How can I get a copy of my comments 
or is this sent to my email address 
automatically?

You can request a copy of your comments 
by getting in touch with us at contact@
eastwestrail.co.uk
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Consultation
Could you identify who will be in 
attendance at the various consultation 
meetings ?

We did not record who attended our public 
events, only the number of attendees. 

Consultation

Other than travel by train, how do I 
comment on benefits for transport users 
without information on the impact on 
roads and bus routes?

The purpose of this early-stage 
consultation was to receive feedback 
about the broad issues and themes we 
should be taking into account, as we 
progress towards selecting a preferred 
route option. There will be opportunities, 
as the project progresses and after a 
preferred route option has been selected, 
to provide more specific comments.

Consultation

I have just completed the consultation 
feedback. Please can you advise if 
reinstating the old Varsity line between 
Bedford to Cambridge was considered?

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 

Consultation
Just wondering why you have chosen such 
an inconvenient location for your meeting 
in Bedford - way out of town ?

Venues were chosen based on their 
proximity to the route options, as well as 
their suitability as a community facility, 
disabled access and availability.
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Consultation

The maps are of little use - communities 
cannot tell if they are within or outside of 
the route corridors. The Woodland Trust 
cannot tell if the corridors affect ancient 
woodlands and were only permitted to 
see detailed maps if they signed an NOA. 
Why?

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. We 
believe that the level of detail we provided 
was appropriate when considering these 
broad route areas. 
 
For future engagement and consultation, 
we expect that more detailed information 
will be provided, as detailed knowledge of 
the project increases and potential route 
options are refined further. 

Consultation

The maps I have seen are not clear enough 
to enable me to determine whether my 
land may be affected. Are you able to 
advise me?

Consultation

Unfortunately , the maps provided of the 
route corridors seem to deliberately hide 
the detail of landscape and locations 
beneath them and you will no doubt have 
within your possession maps showing 
greater detail. Could you please supply 
copies of these.

Consultation
Why does the consultation expect local 
people to consider economic growth and 
thousands of new homes to be a benefit?

Consultation

Why is so much of the detail of the 
landscape, roads, footpaths and nature 
reserves blanked out from the maps on 
which the routes are so vaguely indicated. 
After a year of developing these routes, 
your team have had time to assess and 
explain the consequences of each route. 
Why has so much detail been obscured in 
the current consultation?

Consultation
Why is this consultation a year later than 
originally expected?

We are engaging with the public at a 
much earlier stage than almost any other 
infrastructure project before.  
 
If, as the project progresses, it becomes 
necessary to change our delivery dates, 
we will publicly publish these changes.
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Consultation

‘Why isn’t there enough information on the 
environmental impact of the project? Why 
has the environment impact report been 
placed in the Appendix of the consultation 
documents? Why hasn’t the environment 
and ecological impact been carefully 
considered before putting these routes 
together?’

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Cost
Also is it true that the costings do not 
include for electrification of the railway?

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   

Cost

How much will it cost to make 
improvements to the existing tracks around 
the proposed southern approach and how 
have they been factored into the decision-
making process?

The precise connection between East West 
Rail and the West Anglia Main Line around 
Great Shelford will be determined through 
detailed work on route alignments. We are 
therefore unable to provide these expected 
costs at this stage. 
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Cost

Have the wider infrastructure costs been 
factored into the indicative route option 
costs?  How have road upgrades around 
Bassingbourn been factored in?

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.

Cost

Have the wider infrastructure costs been 
factored into the indicative route option 
costs?  How has the dualling of the A119, 
A603, A10 and A505 been factored in?

Cost

Apart from the cost of building the East/
West line, what will be the cost of the new 
infrastructure required to support the 
proposed 30 to 40 thousand new homes?

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge, and therefore are not a 
suitable authority to provide these types 
of cost estimates. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
We intend to work closely with the local 
planning authorities, who are responsible 
for identifying appropriate locations for a 
sufficient supply and mix of sustainable 
housing and employment sites within their 
areas, through the local planning process.

Cost

Are there any estimates for the ongoing 
costs of maintaining the railways, 
buildings and land associated with the 
development?  Will these long-term costs 
have a direct impact on residents?

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.
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Cost

Cost is a drawback but why is the 
difference between this and route B so 
great when the difference on routes C and 
D with going into Bedford Midland is “only” 
£0.1 billion?

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Cost
How much will it cost to dual the A1198 and 
upgrade the A603?how are these costs 
factored in?

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed.

Cost

Mr Grayling implies that this hugely 
expensive and damaging new railway 
running for the 25 miles between 
Cambridge and Bedford ‘could make a 
significant impact on the prosperity of 
the local area and the UK as a whole’. 
Anything could happen, however from the 
evidence in the Consultation Document 
this seems highly likely. With education, 
public health and social services seriously 
underfunded, and in the current dire 
economic climate, I believe government 
expenditure be redirected to address issues 
of far greater need?

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. It is not in our 
remit to redirect funding to other projects 
or matters. Such requests should be 
directed to government.

Cost
Have the costs off the approach from the 
South been fully costed?

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.
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Cost

I was told that the business case will 
fully evaluate a ‘do nothing option’ and 
that value for money is fundamental 
to the evaluation of all options. Will an 
investment appraisal assess the pay-back 
period for the capital expenditure of the 
preferred route options? If not, can there 
be any prospect of any payback on the 
estimate of up to £3,400,000,000 capital 
expenditure. Will a cost benefit analysis 
be undertaken to determine if the capital 
expenditure can be justified? Will revenue 
costs ever meet running costs?

Consideration will be given to these 
matters through the development of the 
various business cases for the project. 

Cost

It is not clear to me that the case for a new 
East West rail route has been proven and 
can justify the cost and environmental 
impact compared to the benefits, is it 
really needed or are there better ways to 
spend the money to improve east west 
transport?

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge, and are therefore 
unable to comment on other types of 
transport alternatives. With that said, the 
work we will continue to work to justify 
the cost of the railway, and seek to avoid 
adverse environmental impacts as far as 
possible but, where unavoidable, minimise 
or mitigate those impacts. 

Cost
Surely sensible to route share to minimize 
land costs and disruption?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Cost

The costs are only indicative upfront 
construction costs. Are there any estimates 
for the ongoing costs of maintaining the 
railways, buildings and land associated 
with the development?  Will these long-
term costs have a direct impact on 
residents?

These costs will be dependent on 
both us having selecting a preferred 
route option, and then in developing a 
preferred route alignment - along with 
detailed timetabling and rollingstock 
considerations. It is therefore too early to 
provide cost estimates.
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Cost

The kink from Bedford to Tempsford and 
down to Sandy seems ridiculous and 
presumably extra cost using east coastline: 
can this line take the extra traffic?

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation 
on whether route options C and D could 
support plans for growth in this area. 
Routes C and D would also enable East 
West Rail to directly serve the existing 
Sandy station.

Consultation

The venue was totally inadequate as was 
the car parking facility - total chaos in 
both locations! Was this cost cutting or 
simply an underestimate of the crowds 
that would attend. Kindly comment

We received a high level of interest in our 
consultation, evidenced by more than 
3,000 people attending our consultation 
events, many in relatively small towns and 
villages. As our first consultation, we will 
use this to baseline our choice of future 
events and facilities. 

Cost

There seems to be a lack of overall clarity 
for each route and explanation as to 
access for crossing the proposed East-
West rail link. Where are the flyovers or 
underpasses and does the estimated cost 
for each route include them?

The route alignment is the exact route on 
which the line could run. This, and crossing 
location, will be developed at a later stage, 
after a preferred route option is selected.

Cost What about other infrastructure costs?

The cost estimates presented in the 
consultation included high-level 
allowances for local infrastructure that 
would be required to access East West Rail 
stations. However, once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we intend to 
work closely with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
the local infrastructure requirements are 
considered in detail and that appropriate 
plans are developed. 

Cost

What are the £ for £ return on this line/ Are 
we going to see another HS2? The majority 
of commuter traffic is London - Bedford 
not Cambridge!

With five diverse route options under 
consideration, it is too early in the 
planning process to explore this further. 
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Cost
What guarantee do we have that cost-
cutting measures will eventually negate 
quieter rails and noise?

We will seek to effectively manage noise 
and vibration to avoid significant adverse 
impacts on health and quality of life, in 
line with the Noise Policy Statement for 
England. 

Cost
What is the cost of the southern route 
track improvements and how are they 
factored into the decision-making process?

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about 
each route option, at an early stage of 
project development. We will continue 
to evaluate and update these costs as 
the project progresses, and as we have 
more information to hand about a likely 
alignment. 

Cost
What other project costs have been 
conveniently ignored to make the whole 
idea seem worthwhile?

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Cost Where is the money coming from ?

Part of our remit that government has set 
us is to explore new ways to finance and 
fund infrastructure. This work is currently 
underway, and we will be keeping the 
public updated as it progresses.

Cost
Where is the research stating there is a 
need for this rail at such a high cost?

The case for East West Rail and the 
five route options presented during 
consultation is set out in the technical 
document. 

Cost
Who is paying for this project?  Where is 
the supporting information regarding the 
likely contingency spend?

Part of our remit that government has set 
us is to explore new ways to finance and 
fund infrastructure. This work is currently 
underway, and we will be keeping the 
public updated as it progresses.
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Cost
Why are you supplying 2015 prices? Surely 
you can give a more accurate indication of 
how much it is going to cost the tax payer?

The costs presented during consultation 
were indicative and sought to allow 
people to form broad views about each 
route option, at an early stage of project 
development. We will continue to evaluate 
and update these costs as the project 
progresses.

Cost

Why has the considerable development of 
housing at Bassingbourn not been clearly 
communicated particular the size and area 
it would absorb? Why has the cost of the 
any development infrastructure not been 
communicated to the public?

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Cost

On this point, the whole “low cost” 
argument is one-side of an equation. But 
who are these funders that East West Rail 
has identified? And why are these routes, 
with presumably fewer likely funders, 
being prioritised ahead of routes that 
may be more expensive but seem much 
more likely to attract funding and support 
from local communities and be a far 
more profitable franchise given increased 
passenger numbers earlier?

Part of our remit that government has set 
us is to explore new ways to finance and 
fund infrastructure. This work is currently 
underway, and we will be keeping the 
public updated as it progresses.

Cost

Is it common in Infrastructure Cost 
Estimates for it to be considered that fare 
revenues, normally a source of income, 
constitute a ‘cost’, a negative number to 
be added other costs and resulting in a 
reduction of stated cost?
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Engineering

All the proposed routes for the new railway 
shown cross many major and minor 
roads – what is the policy for provision of 
bridges, underpasses or level crossings at 
such intersections?

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Engineering

Also, with the advent of future electric 
cars, surely it would be feasible to cater for 
cars to travel and charge on the trains to 
greatly extend the mileage range they can 
travel?

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   
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Engineering

Has narrow gauge been considered? ( Will 
the trains be electric? If so where will the 
power come from?) To allow cycle and 
walking alongside the tracks.

In order to be compatible with other parts 
of the network the system will be standard 
gauge.  
 
We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.    
 
Consideration is being given to the 
feasibility of constructing a cycleway/
footpath parallel to the new railway.  
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Engineering
How close would a railway line be built to 
a property ? And what is the criteria for a 
compulsive purchase of a property ?

Following selection of a preferred route 
option, we will carry out further work to 
develop an alignment for the railway, 
avoiding the need to acquire residential 
property where possible.   
 
Regarding the compulsory purchase 
of land, on the assumption that East 
West Rail is designated as a nationally 
significant infrastructure project (NSIP) we 
will seek permission to build, operate and 
maintain it by applying to the Secretary 
of State for Transport for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning 
Act 2008.  The Secretary of State will 
decide whether or not to grant this DCO.  
 
This DCO would grant us the necessary 
powers to build, operate and maintain 
the railway. However, a DCO doesn’t 
automatically include compulsory 
purchase powers. These powers would 
only be included if they are seen to 
be appropriate following a statutory 
examination of our proposals. This 
examination would take into account the 
relevant legal tests in the Planning Act 
2008 and the guidance and principles 
in the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Planning Act 2008: 
Guidance related to procedures for the 
compulsory acquisition of land (September 
2013). 

Engineering

I have no comments on the varying routes 
but would like to know the impact on 
existing train lines - whether they will need 
to be broadened, if the lines will be used 
only be electric trains, what will happen to 
footbridges etc.  And what about homes 
and gardens that adjoin the lines?

It is too early in the planning process to 
comment on these matters. Policies and 
technical solutions will be published as the 
project progresses. 
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Engineering

I would like to know whether the new east 
west rail will have level crossings on minor 
roads or bridges where it crosses roads – 
or does it depend on the size of the road?

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Engineering

If the new railway joins the Kings Cross 
to Cambridge line, will the additional rail 
traffic require the doubling of the tracks, 
from the current two to four tracks, from 
the new junction point onwards into 
Cambridge?

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  

Engineering

In our area (Meldreth) the topography 
means that as train lines and roads meet 
at the same level there is a level crossing. I 
am aware that Network rail is not a fan of 
level crossings, would any be put in or will 
all the local roads have bridges, would all 
the local footpaths have bridges?

Although Britain’s level crossing safety 
record is amongst the best in the world, 
level crossings are a significant source 
of risk to the public. The Office of Rail 
and Road (ORR) - who are responsible 
for safety on our railways - have a clear 
policy that no new level crossings should 
be built in Britain. We are not intending to 
include any new level crossings on the East 
West Rail line. 

Engineering
Is this planned to be electric or diesel 
powered?

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   
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Engineering

The lines into Cambridge from the south, 
from Liverpool Street and Kings Cross, are 
already very busy.  How would these trains 
impact?

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  

Engineering
What type of railway is planned single/
double lines, overhead power etc, overall 
gauge (not rail) European/British?

It is assumed the new railway will be 
double track.  
 
We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.    
 
The loading gauge has yet to be decided. 
The precise connection between East West 
Rail and the West Anglia Main Line around 
Great Shelford will be determined at a 
later date, after a preferred route option 
has been selected. 

Engineering
Where are the new lines in south 
Cambridge going?

Engineering
Is it not possible to use the existing rail line 
rather than build a new one?

Engineering

Mention is made in Para 4.12 ‘Gradient 
options re freight options’ in relation to 
what the gradient specification will be 
for this section. Has not this specification 
choice already been set by the design of 
the Western section?

Engineering
The idea of an underground railway for 
Cambridge is occasionally raised. Might 
now be the time?

Engineering
Where do the new lines for this run around 
south Cambridge?

Engineering

Will a flyover be required at Shepreth 
Branch junction to deal with the additional 
traffic and to alleviate the current conflicts 
that arise between Down trains from 
Liverpool Street and Up trains to Kings 
Cross?

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 
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Engineering

Will the track be quadrupled between 
Shepreth Branch junction and Cambridge 
so that some trains will stop at the 
proposed Cambridge South station while 
others pass through non-stop?

We recognise that some parts of each 
route option will have pockets with 
environmental, infrastructure and housing 
constraints. We will consider these factors 
as part of our work to select a preferred 
route option, and further as we develop a 
preferred route alignment. 

Engineering
You talk about making a modern, state 
of the art, sustainable railway. Does this 
mean it will be fully electrified?

We are at an early stage of our project 
development and have not yet made final 
decisions about the type of trains we’ll be 
using. We are committed to protecting 
the environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate them. 
We are considering a wide range of 
technologies in both infrastructure and 
rolling stock, so we can create long-term, 
high quality, sustainable transport for 
local communities.   
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Engineering

All route options will incur immense 
damage as they cut through the 
countryside. They will adversely affect 
the natural environment and cause huge 
inconvenience. At what point will the 
‘natural capital’ implications and ‘net 
environmental gain’ requirements be 
assessed?

We recognise the importance of 
biodiversity and support the government’s 
policy on biodiversity net gain. We’re also 
committed to protecting the environment 
by finding approaches to delivery that 
avoid adverse environmental impacts as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
As part of this, we have committed to 
delivering biodiversity net gain - which 
requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development 
- along the Arc. This approach supports 
the Government’s 25-year Environment 
Plan.  Biodiversity features, including 
SSSIs, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.
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Engineering

Has a study been done on how many 
listed buildings this route would negatively 
impact? I know that was an issue with the 
HS2 route but see no indication here that it 
has been even considered.

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Engineering

How can cutting a high-speed rail 
line through unpopulated South 
Cambridgeshire countryside lead to a ‘net 
biodiversity gain’?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.    
 
As part of this, we have committed to 
delivering biodiversity net gain - which 
requires that habitats for wildlife are 
enhanced and left in a measurably better 
state than they were pre-development 
- along the Arc. This approach supports 
the Government’s 25-year Environment 
Plan.  Biodiversity features, including 
SSSIs, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments..
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Engineering How will Wimpole Hall be protected?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets, including Wimpole 
Hall, will be considered as part of these 
environmental assessments.

Engineering

My garden is very waterlogged during 
the rainy season. How are you going 
to prevent my garden and house from 
flooding? If this route goes ahead what 
works are going to be completed to prevent 
flooding in villages and along the railway 
line?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, this will include a flood 
risk assessment.
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Engineering

One of the major issues is the traffic from 
St Neots to Cambridge, the levels are on 
a par with London traffic, the train line 
will reduce to levels of traffic, plus the 
levels of pollution that so much traffic 
creates. Has a survey been commissioned 
to establish how much of the A428 traffic 
originates from St Neots, with the high 
levels of building in St Neots the traffic will 
get worse, added to that the new housing 
on Bourn airfield a train line following the 
A428 will reduce traffic levels going to 
Cambridge?

While this particular survey has not been 
commissioned, we are regularly reviewing 
transport modelling and information to 
ensure we are taking into account the 
expected, or known movements of people. 

Engineering

This project has a great social 
responsibility to avoid any further 
destruction of natural resources and 
threatening of the local wildlife, already 
forced into smaller and smaller areas. 
What measures do you have in place to 
mitigate this? 

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  



Questions 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report771  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Engineering
What about archaeological and 
agricultural considerations?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Heritage assets and The impact on 
agricultural land will be considered as part 
of these environmental assessments.

Engineering
What about the route’s impact on roads, 
houses, villages, Wimpole - National Trust  
- etc?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
The impacts on communities and heritage 
assets will be considered as part of these 
assessments. 
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Engineering
What about the various route’s impact on 
wildlife - already in decline?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Engineering
What are implications for RSPB and 
Wimpole?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Environmentally significant sites will be 
considered as part of these environmental 
assessments.
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Engineering
What guarantees do we have that you are 
going to protect the rural nature of our 
villages?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Engineering

What measures are being planned to 
minimize visual and noise environmental 
impacts to residents living close to the 
new rail route. What is the expected train 
frequency and speed?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Where required, a landscape and visual 
assessment and consideration of the 
changes in sound and noise will be 
included within these assessments.

Engineering
Where are the ‘net environmental gains’ 
in line with HMG’s “25 year plan” for the 
environment?

The scheme will be developed in 
accordance with the relevant principles 
set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework and National Policy Statement 
for National Networks.
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Engineering
Why, if environmental considerations are 
so important, was information not given on 
such matters and views sought?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  

Engineering

Will a ‘cradle-to-grave’ assessment of the 
embodied energy and carbon footprint 
incurred by the construction of the 
preferred routes be assessed against a 
payback period for any assessed carbon 
benefit of the railway in use?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
These will include assessing the climate 
change impact of the scheme. 
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Locations

As chair of the Shelford and Whittlesford 
Rail Users’ Group I would like to ask for 
more details on what is being considered 
as “south of Great Shelford”.

At this early stage of route development, 
we are focusing on assessing the potential 
opportunities and challenges for the broad 
areas where each of our five route options 
could travel (covering several kilometres 
in places), rather than looking at specific 
route alignments or specific connection 
points. South of Great Shelford is therefore 
intended to mean the broad area, to the 
south of Great Shelford.  
 
As the project progresses, and after 
a preferred route option has been 
selected, we will develop a preferred route 
alignment, where we will be able to provide 
a greater level of information about 
matters such as this. 

Locations

As with all routes...and after attending the 
consultation at Orwell Village Hall nobody 
could clarify what the need for the rail 
route is for.  Is it passenger or Freight?

The new railway is being planned to 
accommodate both passenger and freight 
trains. 

Locations

Can please confirm for the rail route 
options between Cambridge and Sandy 
if the housing and villages of Little Green, 
Abington Pigotts , north Brook End is 
impacted as it is difficult to tell precisely 
from the extent of shading on the option 
maps ? Are these areas likely to be 
impacted and how close would a railway 
line be located to these hamlet/ villages ?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations

Can you provide some information on 
how it will impact Willington? Specifically, 
whether any of the options look at utilising 
the old railway line?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations
Central question on 3 options the line splits 
at or north of the Shepreth junction. Where 
is the Shepreth Junction?

Shepreth Junction is to the south of 
Cambridge.
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Locations

Hi having looked at the proposed routes, I 
am unclear as to whether any of the routes 
impact on Renhold. Do any of the routes 
come close to Renhold? 

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations

How are users of the train service in Potton 
Gamlingay etc supposed to get to the new 
stations what plans are there for roads in 
the area?

We recognise that supporting local 
infrastructure will be required to ensure 
that the full benefits of East West Rail 
can be realised. Once a preferred route 
option has been identified, we will work 
closely with local authorities and other 
local stakeholders to ensure that the local 
infrastructure requirements are considered 
in detail, and that appropriate plans are 
developed.

Locations

I am looking to find out where the new rail 
work may be taking place and whether 
you will be building through Leighton 
Buzzard?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations
I live at Hauxton. Do any of the options 
cover this area?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations
I live in Elstow, Bedfordshire, how close will 
the route come to my home?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 
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Locations

I live in Newport, and I would like to go to 
Cambridge (my alma mater) more often. 
Is it likely that East West Rail would offer a 
better service than going via London?

This would depend on the detailed 
timetabling arrangements and the final 
alignment chosen. We are continuing to 
explore how frequently East West Rail 
trains will run and the timetable that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route, and 
beyond. 

Locations
It is expected that a rural transport hub 
will be constructed at Foxton, how will East 
West Rail interact with that?

This will be explored in greater detail as 
part of the detailed alignment work.

Locations

I’ve had a quick read through the 
documents regarding the five shortlisted 
routes from Bedford to Cambridge. There 
appears to be an error as there is mention 
of the River Great Ouse affecting potential 
development near Sandy but no mention of 
the River Ivel. Have the two been confused 
or has the River Ivel been incorporated into 
the River Great Ouse as it is a tributary?

Thank you for raising this. The River Ivel 
could also have been added to this.
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Locations

On Page 13 of your consultation document 
you refer to “A central route to the north 
of the Wimpole Hall estate (this has now 
been discounted)”.  Does this refer to your 
earlier C1-9 route, which came very close 
to the village of Waresley?

Route C1-9 was one of several route 
options considered by Jacobs in a report 
they submitted to Network Rail in 2016. 
This work was completed before we were 
established as the East West Railway 
Company in 2017. These indicative route 
options were used by Network Rail to 
understand how the corridors might 
perform against evaluation criteria, rather 
than to identify a preferred route option.  
 
East West Railway Company has since 
reviewed Jacobs’ work, using it and a 
number of other sources to develop five 
shortlisted route options, on which we are 
currently consulting. To get to this stage, 
we also explored a number of other route 
options, and of those, Route G (illustrated 
and described on pages 21-22 of our 
Technical Report) was most similar to route 
C1-9. Route G has been ruled out following 
an initial sift. 
 
Of our current five route options, Route E 
is the most similar to Jacob’s C1-9 route, 
but ours would take a more northerly route 
through South Cambridgeshire with an 
additional station at Cambourne. 

Locations
Please could you confirm whether 
Waresley is still under threat from the new 
railway?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 
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Locations

We live in Shepreth and already have to 
drive over level crossings in 2 directions 
out of our village. This route will mean 2 
level crossings for my son to get to our 
catchment school. Will you therefore 
re-align school catchment areas? Will 
you build a tunnel instead? How about 
a bridge? We are already feeling cut-off 
from Cambridge.

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Locations
What about dwelling proposals for 
Tempsford and Bassingbourn?

While future housing growth depends 
on a number of factors including site 
allocations by local authorities, we 
have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may 
lie, in order to ensure that East West Rail 
supports both current and future residents.

Locations What about encompassing Northstowe?

We’re aware that noise from both the 
construction and operation of a railway is 
an important issue for local communities. 
While at this early stage in the planning 
process we do not yet have an official 
noise policy, we will look for ways  to 
manage noise and vibration effectively 
to avoid significant adverse impacts on 
health and quality of life as far as possible. 

Locations

What are you planning to do with the level 
crossing at Aspley Guise? Is the signalling 
equipment going to be upgraded so that 
the barriers are not down for ages? We live 
right next to the crossing so it would be 
nice to know what is going on.

Locations

What do you intend to do about the 
increased noise that faster trains will make 
as they pass through Lidlington. Will there 
be any payments made to households that 
are affected?

Locations Why is Milton ignored?
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Locations
Will the east west route pass within 5 miles 
of wrestling worth

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Locations
Is this dependent on the development at 
Tempsford airfield?

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation on 
whether some of our route options could 
support this potential growth.

Locations
It is planned to remove the level crossing 
at Foxton, how will East West Rail interact 
with that?

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 
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Locations
Why isn’t this reaching Northstowe - the 
largest development?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Locations
Why the loop by Tempsford - is this for St 
Neots?

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation 
on whether route options C and D could 
support plans for growth in this area. 
Routes C and D would also enable East 
West Rail to directly serve the existing 
Sandy station.
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Other
I’m not sure about the nature of your 
“arm’s length” organisation - what is the 
exact relationship with the government?

At East West Railway Company we’re 
building a new kind of railway. Established 
by the UK Government as a non-
departmental public arms-length body in 
late 2017, we’ve been set up to accelerate 
delivery of the project and bring new drive 
and focus.

Other
Who will operate East West Rail when it is 
constructed?

Part of our role is to ensure the new 
railway meets the needs of communities 
- during and after the build phase. We 
are currently exploring future operating 
models, however have not yet made a 
decision on this. 

Other
What measures will be taken to minimise 
the environmental impact of the project?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.  
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Other
Why is it necessary to harm ancient 
woodland?

We’re committed to protecting the 
environment by finding approaches to 
delivery that avoid adverse environmental 
impacts as far as possible but, where 
unavoidable, minimise or mitigate those 
impacts.  
 
We will continue to assess the potential 
environmental effects of the route options 
as part of our preferred route option 
selection. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, 
and an Environmental Statement (ES) 
submitted in support of the Development 
Consent Order (DCO) application.   
 
Biodiversity aspects, including the impact 
on ancient woodland, will be considered as 
part of these environmental assessments.

Other
How is East West Rail undertaking a 
coordinated approach to development?

We are working closely with local 
authorities, planning bodies, scheme 
promoters, government agencies and other 
key stakeholders to ensure our respective 
projects and priorities are understood and 
aligned. 

Other
It would appear that there has been no 
coordinated approach to the development 
of the Ox-Cam line, why not?

Other

The original Bedford to Cambridge railway 
was in service for 106 years from 1862 until 
1968 but proved increasingly unviable. 
What response do you have to the 
suggestion that the proposed new railway 
will also prove to be not viable and will be 
closed within a much shorter period?

The former line served different areas to 
ours in part, and also served a smaller 
population. We have been engaging 
closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders to understand where future 
growth may lie, in order to ensure that 
East West Rail supports both current and 
future residents, and is a sustainable long 
term service. 

Other
The overall impression is that you are being 
deceitful. Why?

The purpose of the consultation was 
to seek feedback on our route options 
and our approach to their design and 
development. Through this, we provided 
extensive information - including a 24 
page consultation document and a 
detailed 60 page technical report. Our 
intention was not to withhold information. 
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Other

What is the date of when a final rail 
route will be confirmed and when would 
construction start, and the railway 
would be in service between sandy and 
Cambridge?

We are aiming to secure approval to begin 
constructing East West Rail in around 
2023/24. Once constructed, services 
will be able to run between Bedford and 
Cambridge, and any connecting stations 
in between. 

Other
What is your basis for stating ‘Thousands 
of people’ will use this railway?

The transport demand modelling confirms 
that hundreds of thousands will use the rail 
line each year. For example, short distance 
journeys with fast journey times are likely 
to generate most of the demand for East 
West Rail services, with up to 300,000 trips 
each year between the Sandy area and 
Cambridge and up to 250,000 trips each 
year between Bedford and Cambridge.

Other When will it be finished?
We expect East West Rail to be completed 
by the mid 2020s. 

Other
Where is the demand for an East/West 
route come from anyway?

Demand is likely to come from a mixture 
of places and motives, including short and 
long distance passenger journeys, and 
people connecting to and from existing 
mainlines. These journeys will be for a 
range of reasons, including work, leisure, 
shopping, tourism, education, and to visit 
essential services. 

Other

Why does this need to be a High-Speed 
rail link?  Adding a few minutes to a 
journey is not going to cripple industry, nor 
is it a matter of life and death.

East West Rail is not being designed to 
be a high-speed rail link, with current 
journey time projections from Oxford 
to Cambridge expected to be around 
80 minutes - with some small variation 
depending on the route option. 

Other
Why isn’t designing an efficient rail 
network one of the key criteria ?

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. While this doesn’t 
extend to the wider network of services 
we will connect with, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 
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Routes

In section 8 (8.8, 8.20 and 8.26) the 
potentially impacted environmental 
features appear to vary for route options 
A, C and D (for instance Lousey Bush is not 
mentioned in 8.8), why is this?

A more extensive list of potentially 
impacted environmental features will be 
presented at the next consultation, after a 
preferred route option is selected. 

Routes
ALL options have been shown approaching 
from the South of Cambridge - is a 
Northern approach practical?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Routes
Better than route A in serving St Neots area 
access to Cambridge but is it worth £500 
million to St Neots?

When the case for the new railway 
was initially considered and developed 
by Network Rail, the Department for 
Transport and others, twenty route 
corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  All the route 
options we are assessing fall within this 
preferred corridor. While St Neots station 
is just to the north of the preferred route 
corridor, several of the route options that 
we are considering could provide for a 
new station just to the south of St Neots 
or in the area around Tempsford. For all 
our route options, passengers travelling 
to or from St Neots town centre would be 
able to interchange onto East West Rail 
services via a short journey on north-south 
Thameslink services along the East Coast 
Main Line.

Routes
Do you have a new option to follow 
alongside the road, and how do I vote for 
it?

During consultation, our focus was on the 
potential opportunities and challenges 
for the broad areas where each of our five 
route options could travel (covering several 
kilometres in places), rather than looking 
at specific places or route alignments. 
We’re therefore not yet at a stage where 
we could provide a granular level of detail 
about track placement.  

Routes

Has consideration been given to route D 
from Bedford to north of Sandy and then 
route runs down the East Coast Main Line 
to a new junction just north of Hitchin to 
join the Hitchin to Cambridge line (where 
recent overline rail bridge has been built 
for trains from London to Cambridge)?

Analysis of corridors that ran via Sandy 
and Hitchin indicated that route options 
within the corridor via Sandy (corridor C) 
would generate higher benefits than route 
options within the corridor via Hitchin 
(corridor M), while incurring similar capital 
costs and lower operating costs, resulting 
in higher indicative benefit-cost ratios 
(BCRs). 
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Routes

Has consideration been given to running 
the railway in the same corridor as the 
A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet road 
scheme?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Routes

Have East West Rail Co compared how 
many existing and approved houses their 
routes serve against that of the CBRR 
route?  Have they fully considered the 
wider environmental, economic and social 
benefits?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Routes
Have East West Rail Co fully evaluated the 
northern route proposed by CBRR against 
their five options?  

Routes

Have East West Rail compared the 
respective settlements served by the CBRR 
Route vs Bassingbourn Route A? If so, why 
has the northern route been rejected?

Routes
Have East West Rail evaluated the CBRR 
northern route vs C2-2 (the Bassingbourn 
Route A)? If so, please provide the data.
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Routes How far south of St Neots would it be?

A more detailed alignment and station 
locations will be explored in greater detail 
after we have selected a preferred route 
option. Once identified, we will then seek 
public input on their location through a 
further public consultation, at a later date 
- providing a greater level of detail and 
certainty. 

Routes

I am assuming that the lines will be linked 
and added as stops on the other routes so 
that connections can be made ie St Neots 
South/Tempsford change for London?

We’re committed to working closely with 
appropriate authorities and stakeholders 
to integrate East West Rail effectively with 
local transport networks.

Routes

I commute to London from Cambourne 
via St. Neots, as do many others. I don’t 
understand why there is no suggestion 
to connect East West Rail to St. Neots, at 
least on the Northern route options?

Route options represent a narrower area 
through which the line could run. Route 
options are up to several kilometres wide 
in some areas, and narrow in others to 
accommodate environmental, housing and 
infrastructure constraints. We consulted 
on five route options between January and 
March 2019, and will select a preferred 
route option before the end of 2019. 

Routes

I would be more supportive of (perhaps less 
expensive) routes that run from a newly 
built Bedford South station if I could have 
some clarification on the connections that 
would be available, i.e. can you get there 
from Bedford Midland or Bedford St John’s.

The route alignment is the exact route 
on which the line could run. This will 
be developed at a later stage, after a 
preferred route option is selected.
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Routes

Is it feasible to take the new line via 
Cambourne which needs a station 
developed and developing, into the 
Cambridge north station?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Routes

Is it possible to join the ECML south of St 
Neots and leave North of St Neots, then 
serve Cambourne? That would avoid 
needing a new station, would serve the 
biggest station in the area, and would 
create the most convenient journey 
opportunities.

When the case for the new railway 
was initially considered and developed 
by Network Rail, the Department for 
Transport and others, twenty route 
corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  All the route 
options we are assessing fall within this 
preferred corridor. While St Neots station 
is just to the north of the preferred route 
corridor, several of the route options that 
we are considering could provide for a 
new station just to the south of St Neots 
or in the area around Tempsford. For all 
our route options, passengers travelling 
to or from St Neots town centre would be 
able to interchange onto East West Rail 
services via a short journey on north-south 
Thameslink services along the East Coast 
Main Line.



Questions 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report791  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Routes

Is the old C1-9 route included in one of the 
5 corridors (a-e) in the consultation that 
has just opened? If it is which of the 5 is it 
in please?

Route C1-9 was one of several route 
options considered by Jacobs in a report 
they submitted to Network Rail in 2016. 
This work was completed before we were 
established as the East West Railway 
Company in 2017. These indicative route 
options were used by Network Rail to 
understand how the corridors might 
perform against evaluation criteria, rather 
than to identify a preferred route option.  
 
East West Railway Company has since 
reviewed Jacobs’ work, using it and a 
number of other sources to develop five 
shortlisted route options, on which we are 
currently consulting. To get to this stage, 
we also explored a number of other route 
options, and of those, Route G (illustrated 
and described on pages 21-22 of our 
Technical Report) was most similar to route 
C1-9. Route G has been ruled out following 
an initial sift. 
 
Of our current five route options, Route E 
is the most similar to Jacob’s C1-9 route, 
but ours would take a more northerly route 
through South Cambridgeshire with an 
additional station at Cambourne. 

Routes
Is the section from Sandy to Cambridge 
the same area for options A, C and D?

Route Options C and D take the same 
approach from Sandy to Cambridge 
via the existing Sandy station, while 
Route Option A takes a slightly different 
approach through Sandy via a new station 
at Sandy South. 

Routes
Is the section from Sandy to Cambridge 
the same area for options B and E?

Route Option B might require Sandy 
station to be relocated (if East West Rail 
serves a new station slightly to the north 
of the existing station rather than in the 
broad area around Tempsford or to the 
south of St Neots), while Route Option E 
avoids this. Further east of this, both route 
options take in the same broad areas.
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Routes

Northern routes  entering to Cambridge 
North offer the best solution in terms of 
the wider national interest. Why has it not 
been looked at in detail?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Routes

Once East West Rail is fully implemented, 
what is the suggested service pattern from 
the West of England or South Wales (e.g. 
from Swindon, Bristol, Newport, Cardiff, 
Exeter etc)?

The current planned East West Rail 
services are between Oxford and 
Cambridge/Milton Keynes/Aylesbury. 
There are no plans to widen this scope at 
the present time.
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Routes

One question that was not asked is about 
the option to provide connectivity between 
Luton Airport via East -West Rail to places 
like Cambridge and or Peterborough. Is 
this likely to have to be by changing trains 
or by the possibility of new direct services?

The remit we have been given covers the 
rail infrastructure and services between 
Oxford and Cambridge. New journeys will 
be opened up for people taking advantage 
of the new line, which will involve directly 
connecting onto other rail lines and other 
modes of transport. 
 
While it is not in our remit to provide 
services to Luton, we’re committed 
to working closely with appropriate 
authorities and stakeholders to integrate 
East West Rail effectively with local 
transport networks. 

Routes

Please could you tell me if the original 
pre-1968 route has been considered? If 
this is mentioned in your consultation or 
technical report, please can you tell me 
the page number?

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 
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Routes

Ploughing through Bassingbourn would 
mean creating two unimodal transport 
corridors each compromised by the lack 
of either road or rail. Why not focus 
development along a single multimodal 
corridor?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Routes

Regarding the routes. On three you show 
a Bedford South station. Could you please 
clarify the location where this station will 
be, on the MML or the existing Bedford St 
Johns station?

The route alignment is the exact route on 
which the line could run. This, and station 
locations, will be developed at a later 
stage, after a preferred route option is 
selected.

Routes
Route from Bedford to Sandy - impact on 
trains on the main N/S line?

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  
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Routes
Therefore, what is the benefit of the “south 
of Shelford route”?

The main option considered for 
approaching Cambridge from the south 
was to connect to the West Anglia Main 
Line slightly to the south or north of 
Great Shelford. This option performed 
best against the key evaluation criteria, 
including generating shorter journey 
times and greater transport user benefits, 
and would be expected to generate 
greater growth and housing opportunities 
across the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, for 
example around an interchange with 
the East Coast Main Line. Approaching 
Cambridge from the south would also 
provide the best connectivity for the 
proposed new Cambridge South station 
and the employment opportunities that it 
supports, as well as allowing for onward 
journeys to Ipswich and Norwich without 
a reversing move and significant journey 
time penalties. 

Routes

Why does it head south rather than 
approaching Cambridge from the north? 
Surely more sensible to continue on to 
Northstowe and pick up extra travellers 
there?

While we do not yet have a detailed 
alignment for any of these route options, 
Route Option A, C and D follow the 
same broad path between Sandy and 
Cambridge. 

Routes

What are the differences between route 
options A, C and D in respect to the 
potential alignment between Sandy and 
Cambridge?

Routes
What reason is there for omitting the 
proposal put forward by the CBRR in this 
consultation?

Routes
What was the reason a route into northern 
Cambridge was discarded?

Routes

Why are there no options to have a rail link 
from St Neots area travelling east to north 
Cambridge as per CamBeds Railroad’s 
excellent suggestion, that would connect 
and benefit all the newly planned towns 
there, along with the redeveloped A428?
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Routes

Why create a route for commuters 
that don’t exist when there is a need 
for improved transport connections for 
existing residents from Cambourne and 
Northstowe?

While future housing growth depends 
on a number of factors including site 
allocations by local authorities, we 
have been engaging closely with local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
understand where future growth may 
lie, in order to ensure that East West Rail 
supports both current and future residents. 
Our analysis prior to consultation 
suggested that southerly route options 
could support potential growth around 
Bedford, Sandy and Biggleswade, and in 
the Bassingbourn area (focused on the 
MoD site).

Routes Why does this not go to Cambridge North?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Routes

Why has consideration not been taken on 
how this could be developed alongside 
the improvements to the A428 link road 
between St Neots and Cambourne?  Surely 
there could be some benefits in this?

Routes

Why has the A428  expressway and east 
west rail project not been consider to work 
together to reduce environmental and 
social impact? National Infrastructure 
Commission warned that a coordinated 
approach was required for the 
development of the OX-Cam Arc so why 
has this not been considered.

Routes

Why has the much more popular 
and  much better CamBed Rail Road 
northern route not been included in the 
consultation? Has this been even been 
considered or evaluated?

Routes
Why have you ignored the old Bedford to 
Cambridge line? 

As part of our development of route 
options, we considered whether it would 
be possible to follow the alignment of 
the former Varsity Line, which closed in 
the 1960s. Although limited sections of 
the Varsity Line alignment are potentially 
usable - for example in the area to the 
south-east of Sandy between the RSPB 
Nature Reserve and Biggleswade Common 
- much of the original alignment is not 
suitable. Reasons for this include that 
the old alignment has been built-over 
with structures including the Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory and the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway, and that 
the old alignment would not adequately 
serve areas that could support growth and 
new homes, including south of Bedford, 
the area between Sandy and St Neots, the 
MoD Bassingbourn Barracks and around 
Cambourne. 



Questions 

Bedford to Cambridge route option consultation - public feedback report798  |  East West Railway Company

Theme Matter Raised Regard had to the matter raised

Routes

Why have you not included the CamBed 
Rail Road proposals in your consultations 
and asked people for their opinions on this 
route which travels alongside the A 428 
development? This seems to me to be the 
best and most sensible proposal

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.
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Routes

Why is a southerly route, on a busy line, 
which will need to be quadruple tracked 
and cause significant disruption at 
intervening stations (Shepreth and north) 
being prioritised over a northerly route 
which has current capacity.

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Routes
Why is Cambridge South prioritised over 
getting people to the north Cambridge 
science parks and employment?

Routes

Why is there a complete lack of 
options that address the current North 
West housing development plans e.g. 
Northstowe, Bourn and Cambourne 
developments and the relocation of 
Papworth Hospital to the Addenbrooke’s 
site?

Routes
Why not approach Cambridge from the 
North?

Routes

Why not approach Cambridge from the 
north? This would not need as much of 
an increase in the number of tracks and 
we also offer access to the Cambridge 
Science Park.

Routes Why was northern route not included?

Routes
Will any potential route partly follow HE’s 
“Oxbridge Expressway”?

Routes
Will the East West Rail route join the 
existing line from Hitchin to Cambridge 
and, if so, where?

Socio Economic
Where is the economic analysis of the 
benefits of each route (and the northern 
approach routes)?
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Socio Economic
Wouldn’t serving a larger population 
reduce the environmental impact?

While in theory serving a larger population 
could reduce the potential impact by 
encouraging more people to use rail, if by 
building a station/railway in this area you 
were to impact significant environmental 
sites, the overall negative environmental 
impact may be bigger than the positive 
impact. 

Socio Economic

Can I assume that neither the prospects 
nor the economics of the railway depend 
in any way on the new road? And that 
you have some idea of the fares for this 
journey?

While we’re unsure of what road is being 
referred to, we do take into account local 
elements into our economic and transport 
modelling.  
 
Regarding fares, we can’t provide specific 
fares at the moment, but we do expect 
them to be lower than they are now 
when compared to current available 
journeys via London. Introducing a direct 
connection between communities along 
the route will remove the need to travel via 
London for many journeys making them 
significantly shorter and could introduce 
new opportunities to make journeys that 
are not currently possible by rail. 

Socio Economic
How will the new service compare, 
particularly on ticket prices?

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail. 
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Socio Economic

I can now travel from Cambridge to 
Oxford, off peak, at a cost of £57.40 or 
£37.90 with my senior railcard. There are 2 
services per hour and the journey time is a 
little over 2 hours 35 minutes. How will the 
new service compare, particularly on ticket 
prices?

We can’t provide specific fares at the 
moment, but we do expect them to be 
lower than they are now when compared 
to current available journeys via London. 
Introducing a direct connection between 
communities along the route will remove 
the need to travel via London for many 
journeys making them significantly shorter 
and could introduce new opportunities 
to make journeys that are not currently 
possible by rail.  
 
Similarly with journey times, we can’t 
provide exact journey times at the 
moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and the 
final alignment chosen. We are continuing 
to explore how frequently East West Rail 
trains will run and the timetable  that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route. 

Socio Economic

I really don’t know how the above performs 
against the criteria because I don’t have 
the means to measure other than the 
information provided in the consultation 
document.  How will this support economic 
growth exactly?

Table 2 in Chapter 9 of the Technical 
Report describes how each of the five 
route options have the ability to provide 
both economic and housing growth. 

Socio Economic
The motivation seems to be housing.  
Where is the funding for this coming from?

Our remit is to deliver the new rail 
infrastructure between Oxford and 
Cambridge. However, we are taking 
account of existing communities and 
opportunities to support plans for future 
growth throughout the option selection 
and infrastructure design process. 
 
The provision of, and funding for future 
housing is ultimately a matter for local 
authorities and housing promoters. 
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Socio Economic
Why is serving people stated as an aim 
and yet not a practical consideration?

Serving people is a practical and daily 
consideration for East West Rail. We will 
continue to develop and analyse the 
project with the people it will serve at the 
front of our thoughts.

Socio Economic
You have not stated MOD can/will allow 
Barracks to be used

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

St Neots

St Neots is a massive large town that is 
still growing (Loves Farm part 2) and is 
almost ignored in the presentation. If St 
Neots is considered including Cambourne’s 
planned access routes, then northern entry 
into Cambridge is the most logical route 
to consider. IF it has been considered, why 
have we not been advised of the rejecting 
reasons

When the case for the new railway 
was initially considered and developed 
by Network Rail, the Department for 
Transport and others, twenty route 
corridors were considered, spanning 
the area from St Albans and Harlow to 
Peterborough. A route corridor through 
the broad area around Sandy (Bletchley - 
Stewartby - Bedford - Sandy - Cambridge) 
was recommended, and we have taken this 
recommendation forward.  All the route 
options we are assessing fall within this 
preferred corridor. While St Neots station 
is just to the north of the preferred route 
corridor, several of the route options that 
we are considering could provide for a 
new station just to the south of St Neots 
or in the area around Tempsford. For all 
our route options, passengers travelling 
to or from St Neots town centre would be 
able to interchange onto East West Rail 
services via a short journey on north-south 
Thameslink services along the East Coast 
Main Line.
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St Neots
St Neots residents can already get to 
London by train. How many of them work 
in Oxford?

East West Rail will support towns and 
cities across the Arc, by making it easier 
for people to commute to a range of 
potential areas of employment, including 
Oxford, Cambridge and Milton Keynes. 
While some existing residents of the St 
Neots might continue to travel to London 
for work, others might be expected to take 
advantage of the improved connectivity to 
Cambridge and places across the Arc (e.g. 
Bedford and Milton Keynes). New patterns 
of travel are likely to emerge as East West 
Rail supports opportunities for growth and 
new homes.

St Neots

Why is it not possible for residents of St 
Neots to look at the technical reports 
at the offices of our own town council? 
Saying that they are available at the 
offices of Huntingdon District Council 
does not allow for residents with mobility 
issues; those without transport and those 
who have to work (whether in the area 
or commuting to London), to access the 
reports easily. This ‘tactic’, combined 
with the limited four-hour window for 
consultation today the Priory Centre, fails 
to take in account that St Neots is the 
largest town in Cambridgeshire.

Reference copies of the technical report 
were provided to the offices of St Neots 
Town Council after receipt of this 
feedback. 
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Stations
Cambridge North is a versatile/underused 
station why not use it?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Stations
How will Royston station handle the 
increased number of passengers?

We recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to 
the existing Royston station. However, 
a new East West Rail station at 
Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge 
and other places further west, including 
Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as 
well as better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands. Residents would continue to be 
able to use Royston station to travel south 
towards London.
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Stations
Good to have station at Cambourne, but 
why then loop south?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Stations
If services run through Sandy, why is new 
station needed at Tempsford?

We are aware that land in the Tempsford 
area has previously been considered for 
development by Central Bedfordshire 
Council and there are existing plans for St 
Neots to expand southwards. We therefore 
sought views through the consultation 
on whether route options C and D could 
support plans for growth in this area. 
Routes C and D would also enable East 
West Rail to directly serve the existing 
Sandy station.
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Stations

I’m currently in Biggleswade and thinking 
of moving to Sandy, but I need to be near 
a train station. Will the new station still 
have trains from London? And when will 
the consultations finish and a decision be 
made?

How we connect with existing lines and 
services in Sandy is subject to further 
work and analysis, and will be dependent 
on which route option is selected as the 
preferred route option (e.g. if we were 
to select a route option which results in 
Sandy station remaining in its current 
location, we would not expect any impacts 
to existing services to London). 
 
The expected pre-construction timeline is 
presented on page 11 of the consultation 
document, with construction starting in 
2023/24. 

Stations

In the scenario that a Bedford South 
railway station is created would there be 
a road connection from Shortstown to the 
station? 

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  

Stations
Presumably there is not viable way of 
using Bedford St Johns as an alternative to 
Bedford Mainline station?

We identified two potential options for 
East West Rail to serve the Bedford area: 
either serving the existing Bedford Midland 
station (routes D and E) or serving a new 
station to the south of Bedford (routes A, 
B and C). A station to the south of Bedford 
could support plans for housing and 
growth in the area and passengers could 
use north-south Thameslink services to 
travel to/from Bedford Midland station. 
However, we recognise that providing 
direct connectivity to Bedford Midland 
could support growth in and around 
Bedford town centre, and therefore 
sought views on both options through the 
consultation.
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Stations

The impact on Wixams Station should be 
more carefully thought out. Effort should 
be made not to delay Wixams Station or to 
move it away from Wixams. Should there 
be two different stations close to each 
other? Would it be better to use Bedford 
Midland for the East-West line?

Creating a suitable interchange between 
East West Rail and the Midland Main Line 
is of critical importance to East West 
Rail. If one of the three routes with a new 
interchange station to the south of Bedford 
is chosen as the preferred route option, 
we would need to consider whether the 
station should be located at Wixams or 
somewhere else to the south of the A421, 
working closely with Bedford Borough 
Council and Network Rail.

Stations
There is already a station at Royston, so 
why provide one at Bassingbourn?

We recognise that a new station at 
Bassingbourn would be quite close to 
the existing Royston station. However, 
a new East West Rail station at 
Bassingbourn would offer residents 
improved connectivity to Cambridge 
and other places further west, including 
Bedford, Milton Keynes and Oxford, as 
well as better onward connectivity to 
places outside of the Arc such as the East 
Midlands. Residents would continue to be 
able to use Royston station to travel south 
towards London.

Stations
What about parking issues at Stations?  
Has this been thought about?

We will consider appropriate levels of 
parking at stations as part of a suitable 
integrated transport approach once we 
have selected a preferred route option, 
and when determining the location of new 
stations as part of the preferred route 
alignment work. 
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Stations
What about using Cambridgeshire North 
station?

The consultation prioritised route options 
that approached Cambridge from the 
south. Key reasons for doing so were:

•  A northern approach could require 
changes to Cambridge North station 
and adding tracks along the West 
Anglia Main Line 

•  The longer distance between 
Cambourne and Cambridge via a 
northern approach into Cambridge 
would make it more expensive to build 
and operate and result in longer journey 
times

•  Trains would need to reverse at 
Cambridge if travelling to/from Ipswich 
and Norwich and east coast ports, 
increasing journey times

•  Approaching Cambridge from the north 
would not directly serve the proposed 
new Cambridge South station 

During the consultation we received a 
range of comments on the prioritisation 
of these southern approach route 
options, including a response from 
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR). We will carry 
out additional work to assess the case 
for a northern approach as part of the 
process to select a preferred route option.

Stations

Why are you not showing North 
Cambridge station on your plans as “an 
existing station”?  Afraid it might make 
it look too obvious that the northern 
approach makes more sense?

The stations shown on the route options 
maps represented the proposed stations 
with which each option would serve. 
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Stations Why suggest a station at Bassingbourn?

The National Infrastructure Commission 
identified an opportunity to develop the 
MoD site at Bassingbourn for housing, 
given its close proximity to Cambridge and 
the potential to benefit from the east-west 
connectivity provided by East West Rail. 
While it is ultimately a matter for the local 
planning authority to decide whether the 
site is developed for housing, we intend to 
use the feedback from the consultation 
and our further engagement with the MoD 
to inform our views on the prospects for 
development in the Bassingbourn area.

Stations
Would the station at Tempsford go over 
or under the GN main line? (a two-level 
arrangement?)

Technical details such as this will be 
explored in greater detail prior to selecting 
a preferred route option, and if relevant, in 
developing a preferred route alignment. 

Stations
If the south, would you build a station for 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital?

While a proposed Cambridge South 
station is being promoted by Network Rail 
as a separate project, we are working 
closely with them to ensure that East West 
Rail services would be able to serve the 
new station.

Stations

In your documents you mention that for 
Route A there is a need to re-locate Sandy 
station south. Do you have an indication of 
where the new location is likely to be? 

The route alignment is the exact route on 
which the line could run. This, and crossing 
location, will be developed at a later stage, 
after a preferred route option is selected.

Stations

The East Midlands fast train lane was 
taken away from Bedford residents during 
peak times and now a brand-new station 
to be built outside the town. How will it 
support economic growth? Economic 
growth is not only about building more 
houses. What about sustainability for the 
existing local residents and Bedford town 
centre.

Within the technical report, table 2 in 
chapter 9 describes how each route option 
would support wider economic growth, in 
places such as Bedford. 
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Stations

What information justifies providing 
Cambourne with a rail station in addition 
to the guided bus route when other places 
are left without any satisfactory public 
transport? 

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge by 
bringing together local and inter-urban 
connectivity. East West Rail would provide 
a faster service to Cambridge city centre 
and employment opportunities to the 
south of Cambridge than the guided 
busway, while the busway would provide 
good connectivity to employment 
opportunities to the north and west of 
Cambridge. 
 
This aside, we would like to spread the 
benefits of East West Rail as far as 
possible, however we recognise that 
regardless of which route option is chosen, 
we’re unable to directly connect every 
community. These places will still however 
see benefits from East West Rail, including 
eased pressure on local roads. We also 
intend to work with local authorities and 
other local stakeholders to ensure that 
East West Rail stations are well-integrated 
into local transport networks so that 
residents and businesses are able to 
access East West Rail services.

Transport

Are people likely to live in Bedford and 
travel to Cambridge if it a. means 
changing trains and b. once in Cambridge 
involves a bus from the station.  Have you 
surveyed the current population and where 
they work?

We use a range of survey methods and 
transport modelling to understand the 
current movements and expected future 
movements of commuters. As part of this, 
we recognise that people are less likely to 
use public transport if too many transfers 
are involved. 

Transport
Can the East coastline take the extra 
traffic?

As part of our ongoing work to select a 
preferred route option and, subsequently, 
a preferred alignment for the railway, 
we will work with Network Rail and Train 
Operating Companies (as appropriate) 
to ensure that the impact of the railway 
on the wider rail network is avoided or 
minimised as far as possible, or otherwise 
mitigated appropriately.  
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Transport
Does it need to duplicate Cambourne - 
Cambridge Metro plans?

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro by bringing together local and 
inter-urban connectivity. East West Rail 
would provide a fast service to Cambridge 
city centre and employment opportunities 
to the south of Cambridge, while the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge that could 
become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. 
The Metro could also make it easier for 
residents across the Cambridge area 
(including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport

What level of demand has been identified 
and how has this been established?  Is it 
expected that the railway will carry freight 
too?  If so, will freight be carried overnight?  
(Freight and passenger services tend not 
to mix too well.)

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to 
this matter, including the needs of local 
communities and the benefits of reducing 
the use of roads to transport freight, in 
developing proposed alignments for the 
railway.  

Transport
Has the freight potential been fully 
researched/discussed?

Transport
Has the inadequate road structure around 
Bassingbourn been factored in?

As plans progress, we will work with 
Highways England and local highway and 
traffic authorities to identify ways we can 
avoid adverse impacts of new stations as 
far as possible but, where unavoidable, to 
minimise or mitigate those impacts.  
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Transport
Has thought been given to coordinate new 
A428 Route from black cat to Cambourne?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.

Transport

Have you calculated how many 
passengers would actually want to travel 
all the way from Oxford to Cambridge 
apart from tourists?

Transport demand modelling estimates 
that the total number of return trips each 
year between Cambridge and Oxford 
(in both directions) would increase from 
around 18,000 to around 50,000. This is 
far less than the amount of short-distance 
journeys we expect to take place at the 
same time, with up to 300,000 trips 
each year between the Sandy area and 
Cambridge and up to 250,000 trips each 
year between Bedford and 
Cambridge.

Transport
How does the A428/A421 announcement 
today impact your route planning?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth.
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Transport

How many passenger trains per hour might 
be provided?  What level of demand has 
been identified and how has this been 
established?  Is it expected that the railway 
will carry freight too?  If so, will freight be 
carried overnight? 

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to 
this matter, including the needs of local 
communities and the benefits of reducing 
the use of roads to transport freight, in 
developing proposed alignments for the 
railway.  

Transport
How will it affect freight as the most direct 
connection for freight would be north of 
Cambridge?

Transport

Is the East West Rail Company taking 
account of the planned £3.5 billion, 100-
mile Oxford to Cambridge arc expressway, 
when anticipating passenger numbers 
and revenue? Will people not opt to use 
the much more flexible improved road 
infrastructure in preference to rail?

East West Rail and the A428 are being 
delivered along the same broad corridor 
between Bedford and Cambridge. We will 
continue to work with Highways England 
to ensure that our respective projects are 
designed and delivered in a way that best 
connects communities, takes account 
of environmental factors and supports 
greater economic growth. We expect 
people to use a mixture of rail and road, 
depending on destination, cost, personal 
preference, and other factors. 

Transport
Is there coordination between the road and 
rail teams?

We will continue to work with Highways 
England to ensure that our respective 
projects are designed and delivered in 
a way that best connects communities, 
takes account of environmental factors 
and supports greater economic growth.

Transport

The preferred route for the A428 Black 
Cat to Caxton Gibbet has now been 
announced. How will this affect any or all 
for your options?
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Transport
There is no mention of freight using this 
new line.  Will that still use other routes?

The infrastructure we are building will 
make provision to accommodate freight 
operation. However, the precise level of 
provision is still being finalised, based on 
an assessment of the market for freight, 
the benefits freight will bring and the cost 
to the taxpayer of making such provision. 
We will give further consideration to 
this matter, including the needs of local 
communities and the benefits of reducing 
the use of roads to transport freight, in 
developing proposed alignments for the 
railway.  

Transport
What is the Cambourne to Cambridge 
METRO shouldn’t this be part of this rail 
link?

East West Rail could complement the 
proposed Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro by bringing together local and 
inter-urban connectivity. East West Rail 
would provide a fast service to Cambridge 
city centre and employment opportunities 
to the south of Cambridge, while the 
proposed guided busway between 
Cambourne and Cambridge that could 
become part of the Cambridgeshire 
Autonomous Metro would provide good 
connectivity to employment opportunities 
to the north and west of Cambridge. 
The Metro could also make it easier for 
residents across the Cambridge area 
(including to the east of Cambridge) 
to access East West Rail services from 
Cambridge (or Cambridge South) station, 
to travel to destinations across the Arc 
(e.g. Oxford, Milton Keynes and Bedford).

Transport
What is the likely journey time between 
Cambridge and oxford when scheme is 
complete?

The final time is currently under 
development based on the route and 
other variables. Early indicative times 
were provided within the consultation 
documentation and is around 80 minutes. 

Transport
What would the service between Bedford 
Midland and South be like - ie frequency?

Changes to existing rail services are 
beyond East West Rail’s remit and for 
existing agencies and operators to 
determine. 
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Transport
Where can we go to once in Oxford?  
Direct trains to Bristol/Exeter/Penzance?

The connection opportunities that will exist 
at Oxford in the future are not yet known, 
and are not part of East West Rail’s remit. 

Transport

Will East-West rail consequently increase 
the frequency of services along the 
Marston Vale line? If so, will the numerous 
level crossings need to be replaced with 
bridges, for safety reasons?

We can’t provide service frequencies at 
the moment, as they will depend on the 
detailed timetabling arrangements and the 
final alignment chosen. We are continuing 
to explore how frequently East West Rail 
trains will run and the timetable that 
should be used to provide the optimum 
service for customers along the route, 
and seek to effectively address any 
implications. 

Transport
Will the new high-speed trains be 
employed on the Cambridge to oxford 
route and will they have wifi aboard

 The rolling stock to be used on the route 
will be suitable for its proposed operating 
speed and train service pattern. 

Transport
Will there be an accompanying cycle path 
adjacent to the railway? 

We are committed to finding the best way 
to protect connectivity for the communities 
we serve and will be considering each 
intersection between East West Rail 
and existing rights of way individually 
as we design the exact preferred route 
alignment. As part of this, we will continue 
to work with the Office of Rail and Road 
(ORR), community groups, specialist 
access groups, local Highway Authorities, 
Highways England, Network Rail and other 
stakeholders, as we progress the design of 
the project. 

Transport
Would they link into existing train lines for 
onward travel?

Connection opportunities will exist at a 
number of locations along the new route: 
at either Bedford Midland/Bedford South; 
Tempsford/Sandy; Cambridge. 


